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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF ELECTORS 

 
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of Electors 
held in the Council Chambers, Town Hall Centre 

on 12 December 2016 at 6.00 pm. 
 

 

DECLARATION OF OPENING / ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 

 
The Mayor, Dr Brad Pettitt declared the meeting open at 6.03 pm and welcomed 
members of the public to the meeting. 
 

NYOONGAR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT STATEMENT 

 
"We acknowledge this land that we meet on today is part of the traditional lands of 
the Nyoongar people and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their 
country. We also acknowledge the Nyoongar people as the custodians of the greater 
Fremantle/Walyalup area and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still 
important to the living Nyoongar people today." 
 

IN ATTENDANCE 

 
There were 10 elected members, 6 officers, approximately 20 electors and 
approximately 6 members of the public in attendance. 

 

APOLOGIES 

The following elected members offered apologies 
 
Cr Simon Naber  
Cr Hannah Fitzhardinge  
Cr Andrew Sullivan  
 
The following electors offered apologies: 
 
Lyn Harding 
Andrew Harding 
Chris G'Froerer 
Wayne G'Froerer 
Anna George 
Anne Benjamin 
Trish Bevan 
Mary Rose Baker 
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QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS 

All statements, questions and responses are summarised. 
 
Summary of statement from William Burbidge: 
 
Mr Burbidge considers the Council decision to cancel Australia Day celebrations an 
embarrassment, not just in Australia but internationally.  Mr Burbidge feels the 
council did not take the electors and business people into their confidence before 
making what he considers a 'strange' decision. 
 
Summary of statement and questions from Shirley Burbidge:  
 
Question: 
1. Why do we consistently have the electors meeting so late and at the busiest 

time of the year? 
 
Response from Philip St John, Chief Executive Officer (CEO): 
The electors meeting must be held after the adoption of the Annual Report.  The City 
will review the time the elector's meeting is held. 
  
Statement: 
Ms Burbidge expressed her thanks to Lionel Nicholson, Manager City Works for the 
works undertaken at Stevens Street reserve for dog activities. 
 
Questions: 
2. Why did it take two weeks for the south west gate (of the dog park) to be fixed? 
3. Where are the chimes (xylophone) in the mall? 
 
CEO, Philip St John took the questions on notice. 
 
Question: 
4. Is it true that Aldi are going into the vacated Supre shop in South Fremantle? 
 
Response from Mayor Brad Pettitt: 
It is a rumour, but we haven't had a formal application yet.   
 
Question: 
5. I note in the report (annual) that you have put on more community safety 

officers, but I feel there are not enough rangers around to reduce the anti-social 
behaviour especially in Queen Street where the buses go. This is not a good 
look, or sound.  Can you work with the rangers or police, or can more be done 
to improve the image? 

 
Response from Mayor, Brad Pettitt: 
Community safety in the CBD has been a major focus of ours and the feedback from 
the last community survey indicated this was a major issue with the community.  We 
have been working hard on that and I accept there is a long way to go but we are 
working with the police. 
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Summary of statement and questions from John Dowson: 
 
Mr Dowson proposed a motion, which was seconded by Andrew Luobikis to not 
accept the financial report given the omission of key information surrounding asset 
renewal investment.   
 
Mr Dowson made the following statement (summarised) and asked the following 
questions (summarised) as background to the proposed motion. 
 
Statement: 
The financial statements and ratios are deteriorating and below the regional 
averages and budget noted.  The accounts show a $2million loss against a budgeted 
profit of $7.5million.  Funds will be borrowed for the Kings Square development that 
will further deteriorate the financial positions and ratios. 
The current carrying value of the council building needs to be depreciated/written off 
as it will be demolished. 
 
Questions: 
1. What is the current net book value of the council administration building and 

fixtures? 
2. Has the carrying value been appropriately depreciated/written off in the 2015/16 

accounts in line with its estimated useful life given its impending demolition? 
3. If the administration building hasn't been depreciated/written off in line with its 

estimated useful life in the 2015/16, why not? 
 
CEO, Philip St John took the questions on notice 
 
Summary of statements and questions from Elizabeth Megroz: 
 
Questions: 
1. What has to happen for the electors meeting to be scheduled at a time that is 

more inclusive? 
2. What are regulations for notification for the electors meeting? 
 
Response from Glen Dougall, Director City Business: 
There is a minimum of two weeks' notice required for the electors meeting.  I think 
the City puts a notice in the paper three times.  Once the Council receives the audit 
report from the auditor they are obliged to hold the annual electors meeting within at 
least sixty days. If we took it to the full sixty days that takes us into the New Year and 
the middle of the holiday period. 
 
Question: 
3. I clearly remember there have been electors meetings in February.  What 

happened there? 
 
Response from Glen Dougall, Director City Business: 
The auditor's report was received in December. 
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Question: 
4. Can you arrange to receive the auditor's report in December? 
 
Mayor, Brad Pettitt took the question on notice. 
 
Question: 
5. And the notification has been out for two weeks? 
 
Response from Mayor, Brad Pettitt: 
That's the minimum required and I'm told it has occurred. 
 
Question: 
6. Can you tell me where? 
 
Glen Dougall, Director City Business took the question on notice. 
 
Question: 
7. What has to happen for the minutes to adequately reflect what was said and by 

whom? 
 
Response from Glen Dougall, Director City Business: 
The minutes always reflect people who get up and ask a question or make a 
statement but it is a summary. It's not a verbatim minute taking, and elected member 
comments are not recorded verbatim.  
 
Question: 
8. Can you explain to me why when I appeared at the Planning Committee 

meeting on 2 March 2016 the minutes do not reflect that I spoke and about 
what I spoke and there were other people not in the minutes? 

 
Mayor, Brad Pettitt took the question on notice. 
The Mayor commented that he is happy to review the process, and that committees 
are run a little different from Council. 
 
Statement: 
In relation to Baugruppe/n I am concerned about the incorrect 
translation/interpretation of term and lack of explanation what this model is.  It 
appears the council drives this project. Baugruppe/n is not a social housing project it 
is on the open market and this group finances and drives the project. 
 
Questions: 
9. How much of ratepayers funds have been committed to this enterprise, in terms 

of time, workshops, consultancy, advise, demolition of building? 
10. How will the expenditure be returned to ratepayers? 
11. Who pays for the workshops and how will they return these funds.  If not the 

Council why was it on the Council website? 
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Responses from Mayor, Brad Pettitt: 
There has been no expenditure on behalf of the Council, therefore no expenditure 
needs to be returned. 
Whoever ultimately does the project will pay for the workshops. 
The only workshops we organised were paid for.  We are happy to promote things 
the private sector does or other community groups may do as we think they are 
consistent with what the Council are trying to achieve but they are not funded by or 
run by the Council. 
 
Question: 
12. So the Baugruppe/n is organised by a Baugruppe/n not the Council? 
 
Response from Mayor, Brad Pettitt: 
We are not at that stage yet, the expression of interest recently closed so we haven't 
chosen a preferred proponent yet, so it doesn't exist yet. 
 
Question: 
13. Why does the Council choose the Baugruppe/n?   
 
Mayor, Brad Pettitt took the question on notice. 
 
Questions: 
14. Where can I find a register of City of Fremantle owned properties including 

addresses and what they return to the City?  
15. How can the City of Fremantle sustain a sustainability officer given the damning 

auditors report on the City's financial situation? 
 
Mayor, Brad Pettitt took the questions on notice. 
 
Summary of statement from Petr Pacak: 
 
Mr Pacak addressed the meeting two years ago and Mayor Pettitt approached him 
after the meeting invited him to discuss local government issues any time. 
He considers the council are playing democratic government as a game.  I have a 
right to express my views as a ratepayer here today and you as my representative.  
Many electors were here talking about projects in their area, for example Malcolm St 
and dozens of people were talking, and you exercise your democratic right to voice 
your opinion and you have your expert advice from staff so where is the democratic 
process?  I understand you are pursuing an ideological political agenda but it should 
be coming from funds outside of ratepayers funds and I object, looking into certain 
projects that these projects and activities are funded from my ratepayers money and 
have no relevance to electors, they have relevance to certain group of people that I 
have no doubt you represent but it's not all the electorate, it's a minority.  Generally 
that's all I have to add. 
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Summary of question from Adele Gaskin: 
 
Question 
1. Can anything be done to cajole property owners of sites such as Doubletree 

Hilton on Point Street to do something about the rubbish and weeds on the site, 
and the rest of the properties on Quarry St that are great empty pits?  Many 
tourists walk to the Arts centre and the ambience of the area is a disgrace and 
depressing. 

 
Response from Mayor, Brad Pettitt: 
I agree that it is an area that can use some upgrades and we are working on that.  
An example is that the 'Liv' development by Defence Housing is back on track so 
thank you for that feedback. 
 
Summary of statement and questions from Suzanne John: 
 
Ms John thanked her ward councillor, Cr Pemberton for always being at meetings 
when Ms John attends.  
 
Statement: 
It is wonderful with the tourist ships coming in (to Fremantle) however it is awful with 
the swearing and antisocial behaviour.  I have witnessed an altercation that caused 
tourists to return to the ship.  And while I know that it is not our responsibility, the 
toilets at the Port are dreadful but everybody thinks its Fremantle's problem, perhaps 
we can give them a rap. 
 
Questions: 
1. Could you please elaborate on $80 000 reportedly allocated to the chairing of 

committees in 2015 and 2016 and $90 000 the year before? 
2. On what criteria was this allocated?   
3. How many committees required this expenditure?  
4. To which councillors did this money go and how much did they get? 
 
Response from Glen Dougall, Director City Business: 
Under the Local Government Act councils can pay an individual fee for every 
meeting an Elected Member sits at or an annual allowance.  Council has adopted an 
annual allowance and pays Elected Members within 75% of the range that we are 
allowed to.  The City pays an additional payment to chairs of committees.  It is the 
sitting fee but is slightly more than the rest of the Elected Members get. It is for each 
of the chairs who sit on the committees; Planning, Finance, Policy and Legislation, 
and Strategy and Project Development. 
 
Question: 
5. Even though they are Councillors if you are on committees you get paid extra?  

Is it only for Councillors, or can we put our hand up? 
 
Response from Mayor, Brad Pettitt: 
Only Elected Members can be on Council and Committees of council. 
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Summary of statements and question from Claudia Green: 
Question 
Can we please get a common understanding on standing orders for this meeting in 
the future so there isn't any misunderstanding? 
 
The following statements preface the motion that is forthcoming. 
 
1. How is the current system of local government elections which is not 

compulsory, first past the post and based on wards, democratic representation?  
How can you confidently make decisions on behalf of people who have not 
voted for you? 
Highly publicised decisions of this council were made on behalf of and 
assumptions of a community that had no input regardless of their view and 
made by people who they did not vote for nor were they given the opportunity 
to do so.  This is not proper representation or consultation 

 
2. the serious financial issue of the removal of $55million from the investment 

account since 2012. 
 
3. the Strategy and Project Development Committee is closed to ratepayers when 

they make significant recommendations to Council about expenditure, projects 
and assets. 

 
4. the Financial report is an indictment of the City and the Council's financial 

management. 
 
Ms Green moved a motion to be considered after the consideration of the annual 
report. 
 
Summary of statement and questions from Andrew Luobikis: 
Statement: 
In relation to the 2015/16 financial reports, some of the explanation on the 
investment reserve fund where a lot of the assets have been sold off and channelled 
through - I see the purpose of this fund is to 'realise and make investments in income 
producing assets, a specified list of investment properties forms part of the 
investments. Funds will not be withdrawn from the reserve to subsidise operating or 
recurrent expenditure nor should funds be withdrawn for the purpose of providing 
community facilities, civic buildings that do not provide a commercial rate of return 
unless specifically decided otherwise'.  Not only with Kings Square project selling off 
$30million of assets into a civic building that is not an income generating asset and 
proposed sell off of the Baugruppen development in Quarry Street worth in excess of 
$2million. 
 
Question: 
1. If this isn't driven by the City and is driven by the community of the Baugruppen 

what will those funds be used for? 
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Statement: 
I believe that accepting of the 2015/16 financial report by our elected 
representatives; with its glaring omissions around an asset management plan as 
highlighted by the auditor is irresponsible and negligent.  There does not appear to 
be any abating in expenditure or logical management of the City assets in line with 
providing a commercial rate on return on community facilities.   
 
Questions: 
2. If the City is spending at a faster rate than accumulating revenue and assets, 

are we going to need to drastically increase debt levels rates to meet this 
shortfall? 

3. With development and the influx of workers, what is the long term financial 
benefit to the City of Fremantle and ratepayers? 

 
Mayor, Brad Pettitt took the three questions on notice. 
 
Summary of statement from Katie Hobbs: 
 
Mr Jenkins congratulated the Council on the decision to cancel its Australia Day 
celebration and instead hold an inclusive celebration on the 28th January.  To stand 
out against the proportion of comments made on on-line media, Mr Jenkins 
presented two postcards with messages of thanks and support to the Council from 
members of the community who support the decision. 
Mr Jenkins commented on the demographics of the groups who he considered 
supported and did not support the Council's decision.  As this becomes an 
established culture between 26 and 28 January he thinks the Council will see more 
support and on the 28th community of Fremantle and the broader community will 
speak for itself on the day.  He encourages the council to seek opportunities, not to 
replicate the culture that exists on the 26th, but to seek alternative event types. 
 
Summary of statements from Hunter Campbell: 
Ms Hunter echoes Mr Jenkins sentiments and strongly supports and encourages the 
work the Council is doing to listen to our First Nations people. 
 
Summary of statement and question from Katie Hobbs: 
 
Ms Hobbs stated that she is proud to be from Fremantle with its focus on 
sustainability and cultural awareness, and thanked the council for cancelling the 
Australia Day celebrations and being open-minded and taking a step in the right 
direction. 
 
Question: 
What is the Councils position is on pushing the freight link and not Roe 8? 
 
Response from Mayor, Brad Pettitt: 
The Council has a long and consistent position to not support Roe 8. 
 
Summary of statement from Danielle Loizou-Lake: 
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Ms Loizou-Lake supported the Council's decision to not hold Australia Day 
celebrations.  She acknowledges the contention the decision has caused in the 
community and thanked the Council for facilitating what she considers the most 
important conversation of her generation. 
 
Cr D Thompson left the meeting at 6.53 pm and returned at 6.54 pm 
 
Summary of statement from Petrina Harley: 
Ms Harley stated that she is not an elector of Fremantle, but supports the Council's 
decision to not hold celebrations on Australia Day.  She thanked the council for 
giving her an opportunity to celebrate at a family friendly, inclusive event.   
 
Summary of statement from Mippy Valentine: 
Ms Valentine thanked the Council for not holding celebrations on Australia Day, and 
for providing a day where we can all come together and close the gap. 
 
Summary of statement from Clayton Gunning: 
 
Mr Gunning congratulated the decision not to hold celebrations on Australia Day.  He 
noted the Council has shown leadership in this issue, and encouraged them to keep 
educating people.  He thanked his ward councillors, Cr Waltham and Cr Coggin for 
their support in this issue. 
 
Summary of statement of clarification by Cr Bryn Jones: 
Cr Jones stated that the Council has not changed the date of Australia Day, they 
have chosen not to hold Council activities on that day (except for the enforced 
citizenship ceremony). 
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ANNUAL REPORT TO BE RECEIVED  

 
MOVED: Brad Pettitt SECONDED: Cr Dave Coggin 
 
That the 2015/2016 Annual Report, including financial statements and auditor’s 
report as attached to this agenda be received. 
 
 
THE MOTION WAS CARRIED BY MAJORITY VOTE  
 

GENERAL BUSINESS 

 
MOTION 
 
MOVED: Claudia Green SECONDED: Marion Blair 
 
That the Fremantle Residents and Ratepayers association incorporated and 
Fremantle Society Incorporated, who together represent many Fremantle Electors 
express no confidence in the current capacity of Council or the City, to manage and 
administer the City of Fremantle. 
 
THE MOTION WAS LOST BY MAJORITY VOTE  
 

CLOSURE OF MEETING 

 
THE MAYOR, B PETTITT THANKED ELECTORS FOR ATTENDING AND 
DECLARED THE MEETING CLOSED AT 7.15 PM. 
 
 
 

 

 

 


