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1.0 Executive Summary 

The purpose of the Community Facilities Plan: Future Direction 2036 is to ensure that 

facilities across the City of Fremantle meet community needs, today and in the future. 

 

The plan is founded on the recognition that community facilities can have a strong impact on 

residents’ quality of life, and contribute to the quality of visitors’ experience. Community 

facilities can facilitate and promote the adoption of sport and recreational activities, as well 

as consolidate social inclusion. They are pivotal in community wellbeing. 

 

The plan was developed based on assessment and analysis of the quantity and quality of 

existing community facilities in Fremantle, their varied functions and the needs of residents 

and other users. 

 

The plan considered Council’s existing plans and strategies, demographic analysis and 

projections, current use and function, benchmarks and gap analysis. The methodology 

included consultation with residents and other stakeholders, and the following stages were 

completed: 

 

 Stage 1 - Demographic analysis and implications 

 Stage 2 - Community Facility Planning Framework 

 Stage 3 - Community Need Assessment 

 Stage 4 - Supply and Demand Analysis 

 Stage 5 - Prepare Community Facilities Plan 

 

The report provides a summary of the key findings and outcomes for each stage, and 

establishes priorities for future planning and provision of community facilities over the next 

20 years. 

1.1 Key Strategic Drivers and Outcomes   

Increasing and changing demand 

In the last five years, the City of Fremantle’s population has increased by 6.7% and is 

expected to grow by a further 33% from 2016 to 2036. This growth of the population will 

increase the demand to access community facilities and the need to build new ones. 

 

With much of this population growth expected to occur via urban infill, increasing densities 

and decreasing lot sizes will lead to increasing demand on active and passive public open 

spaces. 

 

The aging population will effectively double over the next 20 years (15% of the Fremantle 

residents will be over 70 by 2036) which will impact on access to facilities and services.  The 

Fremantle Age Friendly City Plan 2014 – 2015 aims to ensure that older people have equal 

access to facilities, as well as participate in community life. 

Considering current community needs and aspirations, it is predicted that demand will 

increase for: 
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 Convenient access to short health and fitness activities. 

 Lifelong learning programs supporting the development of new skills. 

 Come and try activities, without the need for annual subscriptions 

 Afterhours access to activities and facilities for working residents. 

 More informal physical activities (E.g. walking, outdoor gym trails). 

 Improving parks equipment (E.g. drinking fountains, seating, lighting) and better 

design (E.g. more natural shaded area) 

 Youth friendly spaces (E.g. integration of skate elements in existing parks). 

 Provide amenities for dog owners (E.g. play exercise equipment, fenced areas) 

 

Changing facility trends 

The traditional single use and stand-alone community facility is no longer seen as the best 

model to optimise inclusion and ensure flexibility for future needs. The shift to multi-purpose 

facilities or community facility hub models reflects the strategic effort by local governments to 

integrate sustainable principles in their business.  

 

The multi-use facility concept is designed around a cluster of integrated activities and 

services. Hubs could be specialised around a theme such as arts and culture, sports or 

health more broadly. Such an approach may impact on facility requirements such as size.  

 

Current standard and capacity of community facilities 

A reasonably high proportion of existing community facilities were built well over thirty years 

ago to meet the needs of that era. The demographic profile and needs of the community 

have changed considerably since this time, as well as building standards.  

 

The low standard and limited size of some facilities in Fremantle have been identified as a 

critical issue for the development and viability of sports clubs. This includes the lack of 

accessible change rooms to cater for the increasing number of female members in sports 

traditionally associated with males, such as AFL, cricket, soccer and rugby. 

Many of the City of Fremantle’s community facilities were built before the Disability Services 

Act 1993 (amended 2004). While many facilities have been retrofitted over the years the 

facilities do not necessarily meet modern accessibility standards. 

 

The need to improve and increase supporting infrastructures associated with community 

facilities, particularly at sports grounds and beaches, was a major theme across the City of 

Fremantle. This included, public toilets, shade, seating, drinking fountains, BBQs, lighting 

and adequate parking, as well as amenities and equipment for informal physical activities, 

(E.g. outdoor gym and fitness equipment), multi-use courts, walking running and cycle paths 

or dedicated trails. 

 

Greater Investment in community facilities  

It is foreseen that the City of Fremantle will need to undertake significant investment in its 

community facilities to be able to respond to community needs and to address inadequate 

and outdated facilities.  This highlights the need for Council to prioritise, plan and allocate 

appropriate financial resources based on strong evidence. 
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The City of Fremantle Community Perceptions survey showed an increase of 11% in 

community satisfaction with sporting and recreational facilities between 2010 and 2015 to 

83%. This score still remains below the industry average. Improving community satisfaction 

with sporting and recreational facilities provided by the City of Fremantle to exceed ‘industry 

average’ is a ‘measure of success’ outlined in the Strategic Community Plan. 

 

Improving sustainability outcomes  

Through its One Planet Fremantle Strategy, the City of Fremantle has made a commitment 

to sustainability principles in the design and operation of buildings and outdoor spaces. This 

strategy should be at the core of any facility development plan. 

 

Increasing the viability of community facility provision 

Many community facilities in the City of Fremantle operate at a financial loss, which is 

common for local government owned facilities. However, it is important that Council develop 

an asset replacement hierarchy based on participation and usage, to inform and assist 

prioritisation in the capital replacement program. 

 

As a destination and regional centre, Fremantle would benefit from better facilities allowing it 

to host large national and international events (sport and culture), as well as permanent 

display of its unique local culture (such as Nyoongar culture). Such assets would potentially 

draw many visitors and support the implementation of Fremantle’s Economic Development 

Strategy. 

 

A key aspect of increasing the viability and longer term sustainability of community facilities 

is also in supporting and growing the viability of the organisations that use the City of 

Fremantle facilities, particularly sporting clubs.  

 

The other key factor to achieving a more viable and cost-effective provision of community 

facilities is the rationalisation of facilities that are surplus to current and future need.  

 

Future planning, development and management 

The City of Fremantle’s approach to planning and providing community facilities has largely 

been ad hoc in nature, responding to demands as they arise and looking at community 

facilities and community sites in isolation.  

 

The Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036 reflects a departure from this 

approach and considers community facilities in an overall and strategic manner. The plan 

also provides a clear hierarchy, standards, benchmarks and guiding principles for the future 

provision of community facilities within the City of Fremantle. 

1.2 Recommendations and Implementation 

The following recommendations have emerged from the detailed Supply and Demand 

analysis. This should be considered as a guide and a detailed Community Facilities 

Implementation Plan should be developed taking into account the City’s Asset Management 

Strategy, the available financial resources and the indicative costings.  
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The identified priorities over the next ten years should be reflected in the City’s Ten Year 

Financial Plan. 

 

Sports Grounds 

1. Conduct a lighting infrastructure audit and develop a Reserves Lighting Plan to 

ensure compliance to standards, response to needs for training and competitions and 

for appropriate service levels agreed by the City. Adoption of smart lighting 

technologies is recommended to assist with minimising environmental impact and 

improving financial viability. The Reserves Lighting Plan should be included as part of 

the Asset Facility Audit base. 

 

2. Create two precincts (Hilton Park and Fremantle Park) grouped under a Fremantle 

Sporting Precincts in order to optimise resources, use of facilities, access to 

activities, visitors’ flow on the ground as well as prevent duplication of facilities.  

 

3. Develop a Reserves Improvement Plan considering reserve classification, building 

provision standards, heritage value, sporting use, as well as facilitating informal 

physical activity and recreation for the greater community. 

 

4. Assist Fremantle Netball Association at Frank Gibson Park with the delivery of 

upgraded club and administration facilities, as per 2017 CSRFF funding round. 

 

5. Foster the development of partnerships with schools, to develop shared use 

agreements for active sporting grounds. The process used for the development of 

the Heart of Beaconsfield Master Plan is recommended to develop linkages with 

existing school open spaces.   

 

6. Prepare a master plan for Fremantle Oval that investigates opportunities to maximise 

community use, as a regional sports ground and community space.  

 

Recreation and Leisure 

7. Improve public amenities and access to respective beaches: 

1. South Beach 

2. Port Beach 

3. Bathers Beach  

 

8. Upgrade the Fremantle Leisure Centre (FLC) by increasing the built area and 

footprint of the site to more adequately meet current and future needs in conjunction 

with a Master Plan for Fremantle Park. 

 

9. Maintain active communication with the Fremantle Public Golf Course regarding the 

impact of the widening of High Street. Consider supporting the tenant in their quest 

for alternative financial investment. 

 

10. Examine available options for the future of the Samson Recreation Centre, including 

local community needs. 
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11. Investigate alternative sport and recreation usage to activate under-utilised Lawn 

Bowls based facilities, and assist clubs transitioning.  

 

12. Inform the clubs that requests for exclusive use purpose designed facilities cannot be 

supported unless the request is substantiated by a sound business case. In line with 

Community Sport and Recreations Facility Fund (CSRFF) priority will be given to 

projects that lead to facility sharing and rationalisation. 

 

13. Continue to work with clubs in Fremantle to identify opportunities to accommodate 

their needs and aspirations on a shared use basis, and within existing facilities.  

 

Community Centres 

14. Consider a new neighbourhood level community centre in Beaconsfield within the 

‘Heart of Beaconsfield’ redevelopment area. This should take into consideration 

alternative management models and functionality of the Fremantle College recreation 

centre. 

 

15. Upgrade The Meeting Place by installing modern audio-visual technology for rooms 

that are available for hire, as well as smart technology for controlling and maximising 

access. Design an indoor/outdoor space at rear facility. 

 

16. Strengthen the capacity of the North Fremantle Community Centre, Lawn Bowls 

facilities and Gordon Dedman Park as a community hub. 

 

17. Consider internal upgrades to Sullivan Hall to improve functionality as a community 

hub. 

 

18. Support the development of the Hilton Community Centre (Fremantle PCYC) to 

become a strong community hub and adequately cater for community needs. 

 

Youth Friendly Spaces and skate parks 

19. Upgrade existing neighbourhood skate parks respectively: 

1. Booyeembara Park – White Gum Valley 

2. Beach Street – Fremantle   

3. Gordon Dedman Park – North Fremantle 

 

20. Consider developing a new neighbourhood level youth friendly space as part of the 

‘Heart of Beaconsfield’ redevelopment. 

 

21. Address the gap of a district level youth friendly space that may expand on current 

urban sports in Hilton, O’Connor and Samson by considering a youth friendly space 

in the Hilton Park sporting precinct.  

 

22. Ensure that the Esplanade Youth Plaza (EYP) remains a premier skate and youth 

facility by upgrading the skate facilities and introducing new elements on a regular 

basis and by activating the surrounding area with other youth activities and services. 
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2.0 Introduction 

The City of Fremantle is located 20km south of the Perth CBD and includes the suburbs of 

Beaconsfield, Fremantle, Hilton, North Fremantle, O’Connor, Samson, South Fremantle and 

White Gum Valley. 

In 2016 the estimated resident population was 30,572 it forecast to increase to 42,839 by 

2036. This will place growing pressure on existing community facilities and will generate the 

need to upgrade some facilities and to build new community facilities, which will place 

increasing pressure on the Council’s financial resources and available grant funds. 

This highlights the importance of sound research, evidence and planning in determining the 

community facility priorities required to meet current and future needs and in determining 

how these can be provided in the most affordable, achievable and sustainable way possible. 

The City of Fremantle has prepared the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036 to 

achieve this and to guide the provision of community facilities over the next twenty years.  

The Community Facilities Plan: Future Direction 2036 aims to position the Council’s portfolio 

of community facilities to better serve the community into the future and focuses on the 

following community facilities. The City of Fremantle engaged Community Perspectives to 

assist with developing the plan. 

 

 

Community Centres and Spaces 

 Hilton Community Centre (PCYC) 

 North Fremantle Community 
Centre 

 Fremantle Town Hall 

 The Meeting Place 

 Sullivan Hall 

 Skate parks 
 

Sports Grounds 

 Bruce Lee Reserve 

 Dick Lawrence Oval 

 Hilton Park Soccer Ground 

 Ken Allen Field 

 Hilton Park South (upper oval) 

 Gilbert Fraser Oval 

 Fremantle Park Oval 

 Fremantle Oval 

 Stevens Reserve 

 Horrie Long Reserve 

 Frank Gibson Park 
 

 

 

Recreation and Leisure 

 Samson Recreation Centre 

 Hilton Park Bowling Club 

 Fremantle Leisure Centre 

 Fremantle Tennis Club 

 Fremantle Bowling Club 

 North Fremantle Bowling Club 

 Leighton Beach Public Facilities  

 Port Beach Public Facilities  

 Bathers Beach Public Facilities 

 South Beach Public Facilities 
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3.0 Methodology 

The methodology for the developing the Community Facilities Plan: Future Direction 2036 

has encompassed the following five project stages, which has involved considerable 

research, analysis and community and stakeholder engagement.   

3.1 Stage 1 – Demographic analysis and implications 

Given that the size and demographic makeup of a community have a major impact on the 

community facilities needed, the City of Fremantle’s current and future population has been 

profiled and analysed to identify the likely impacts on the use and demand for community 

facilities over the next twenty years. 

3.2 Stage 2 – Community Facility Planning Framework 

A Community Planning Framework has been developed which includes three components, a 

community facilities hierarchy, standards or benchmarks for community facility provision, 

with planning and design criteria and a set of guiding principles for providing and determining 

community facility priorities. 

3.3 Stage 3 – Community Need Assessment 

A review of all relevant City of Fremantle plans, strategies and reports has been undertaken 

to identify and document any key community facility needs or priorities that have already 

been established. 

 

Community and stakeholder engagement has been the major component of the community 

needs assessment. This has involved three community forums, personal meetings with local 

community and sporting groups, state sporting associations and community service 

providers. The community consultation tool My Say Freo, was also used to promote the plan 

and to gain valuable information on recreational habits.  

3.4 Stage 4 – Supply and Demand Analysis 

The Supply Demand Analysis has involved a review of existing community facilities including 

general usage levels, building condition ratings and current and future capacity, where this 

information is available.  

 

This has included an assessment of the City of Fremantle’s’ current level of community 

facility provision, against the community facility standards and benchmarks component of the 

Community Facility Planning Framework. All community facilities have also been mapped 

with catchment areas in accordance with the Community Facility Planning Framework to 

enable a spatial analysis of community facilities and to identify locational and hierarchical 

gaps in community facility provision. 

 

The Supply Demand Analysis has also analysed the implications of the current and future 

profile of the City of Fremantle’s population and the impacts of current participation trends 

and the trends in community facility provision. 
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3.5 Stage 5 – Prepare Community Facilities Plan 

The Implementation Plan and Recommendations have been prepared based on the key 

findings and outcomes of the above stages of work and sets out the community facilities and 

priorities that will be required over the next twenty years. 

4.0 Demographic and Trends Analysis  

4.1 Demographic Drivers 

An analysis of the current and future demographic profile of the City of Fremantle has been 

undertaken and the key demographic drivers and implications have been identified1. 

Population Growth 

Over the next 20 years, the City of Fremantle’s population is expected to increase to 42,840 

and hence population growth will have the single greatest impact on the need and demand 

for community facilities. This will not only occur in the context of the demand for new 

facilities, but also in the increasing demand placed on existing facilities. 

Table 1 Current and Future Population 

City of Fremantle 
2016 2026 2036 Change % Growth 

Persons Persons Persons  2016-2026 2026-2036 2016-2036 2016-2036 

North Fremantle 3,450 5,133 5,227 1,683 94 1,777 51.5 

Fremantle 9,117 13,016 16,210 3,899 3,194 7,093 77.8 

South Fremantle  3,498 3,758 4,026 260 268 528 15.1 

Beaconsfield 5,510 6,301 7,151 791 850 1,641 29.8 

White Gum Valley 3,228 3,439 3,418 211 -21 190 5.9 

Hilton – O’Connor 4,474 4,642 4,714 168 72 240 5.4 

Samson 2,007 2,089 2,094 82 5 87 4.3 

  31,284 38,378 42,840 7,094 4,462 11,556 36.9 

Source: id Forecasts City of Fremantle  

 
The areas that are going to grow the most from 2016 to 2036 are identified below in 

descending order, with the increase in population expected. 

 Fremantle   7,093 

 North Fremantle  1,777 

 Beaconsfield   1,641 

 South Fremantle  528 

 Hilton – O’Conner  240 

 White Gum Valley  190 

 Samson   87 

 
 

                                                
1
 Wherever possible, 2016 Census Data has been presented. iD Forecast has been used for 

projection figures therefore total population for 2016 may vary. 
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The City of Fremantle will experience the largest population growth between 2016 and 2026. 

It is expected that City’s population will grow by 7,094 people, this equates to 61% of the 

total population increase forecast for 2036. Approximately 90% of this growth will occur in 

the suburbs of Fremantle, North Fremantle and Beaconsfield.   

 

Between 2026 and 2036 the population is expected to grow by a further 4,462 people. 96% 

of this population increase is expected to occur in the suburbs of Fremantle, Beaconsfield 

and South Fremantle. 

 

Age Profile 

The nature of the age profile has a major influence on the community facilities and services 

required and the likely level of demand. To better understand this, population forecasts for 

‘service age groups’ have been analysed and the key implications for those community 

facilities, within the scope of the plan have then been identified.  

Table 2 Service Age Groups 

City of Fremantle 
2016 2026 2036 Change 2016-36 

Persons % Persons % Persons % Persons % 

Babies and pre-schoolers (0 to 4) 1,740 5.6 2,190 5.7 2,402 5.6 662 0.0 

Primary schoolers (5 to 11) 2,179 7.0 2,626 6.8 2,889 6.7 710 -0.2 

Secondary schoolers (12 to 17) 1,666 5.3 2,022 5.3 2,235 5.2 569 -0.1 

Tertiary education/independence (18 to 24) 2,498 8.0 3,158 8.2 3,453 8.1 955 0.1 

Young workforce (25 to 34) 4,886 15.6 6,233 16.2 6,762 15.8 1,876 0.2 

Parents and homebuilders (35 to 49) 6,527 20.9 7,841 20.4 8,691 20.3 2,164 -0.6 

Older workers and pre-retirees (50 to 59) 4,295 13.7 4,761 12.4 5,270 12.3 975 -1.4 

Empty nesters and retirees (60 to 69) 3,732 11.9 4,314 11.2 4,737 11.1 1,005 -0.9 

Seniors (70 to 84) 3,058 9.8 4,356 11.4 5,283 12.3 2,225 2.6 

Elderly aged (85 and over) 702 2.2 876 2.3 1,117 2.6 415 0.4 

  31,284 100 38,377 100 42,839 100 11,556   

Source: id Forecasts City of Fremantle                 

 

Seniors and Elderly Aged 

In 2016, there were 3,760 ‘seniors/elderly aged’ (70 years+), making up 12.0% of the City of 

Fremantle’s population and this is set to increase to 6,400 (13.7%) by 2036. In the next 

twenty years, ‘seniors/elderly aged’ will account for the largest increase in the population and 

this is indicative of the ageing of the population. 

Implications 

 This highlights the importance of an age friendly city and the necessary community 

facilities and social, recreation and physical activity opportunities for this age group. 

 

 There will be an increasing demand on community facilities to cater adequately for 

seniors, as well as the more elderly and frail population.    
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Young workforce 

In 2016, there were 4,886 in the ‘young workforce’ age group (25-34 years), making up 16% 

of the City of Fremantle’s population and this is set to increase to 6,762 by 2036. In the next 

twenty years, the ‘young workforce’ will account for the second largest increase in the 

population. 

Implications 

 With the participation in sports and physical activity reasonably high in this age 

group, there is likely to be an increasing demand on sporting and recreation facilities 

and opportunities. 

 

 In particular, informal sporting opportunities that do not require a lot of time, or a big 

commitment. 

 

 There will also be a growing demand from this age group for niche sports and 

physical activities and more extreme pursuits. 

 

Parents and homebuilders 

In 2016, there were 6,527 ‘parents and homebuilders’ (35-49 years), making up 21% of the 

City of Fremantle’s population and this is set to increase to 8,691 by 2036. In the next twenty 

years, ‘parents and homebuilders’ will account for the third largest increase in the population. 

Implications 

 While participation in sport, recreation and physical activity can decline in this age 

group, this highlights the need for crèche/child care facilities for babies/pre-schoolers 

and primary school aged children to enable ‘parents and homebuilders’ to use 

community facilities and participate in these opportunities.   

  

 There will be an increasing demand on community facilities and sporting, recreational 

and physical activity opportunities to be family friendly in the future. 

 

Tertiary education/independence 

In 2016, there were 2,498 in the ‘tertiary education/independence’, (18-24 years), making up 

8% of the City of Fremantle’s population and this is set to increase to 3,453 by 2036. In the 

next twenty years, ‘tertiary education/independence’ will account for the fourth largest 

increase in the population. 

Implications 

 While participation in organised sport drops off in the 18 to 24 years age group, there 

is still a higher participation in this age group than any other adult age group. 

 

 This will result in an increasing demand on organised sports, but more so on informal 

physical activities, recreation and sport that do not require a lot of time or a big 

commitment. 
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 There will also be a growing demand from this age group for niche sports and 

alternative physical activities.  

 

Empty nesters and retirees 

In 2016, there were 3,732 ‘empty nesters and retirees’, (60-69 years), making up 12% of the 

City of Fremantle’s population and this is set to increase to 4,737 by 2036. In the next twenty 

years, ‘empty nesters and retirees’ will account for the fifth largest increase in the population. 

Implications 

 Participation in physical activity and recreation in this age group is increasing, 

however, due to declining physical capacity toward the end of this age cohort, 

community facilities need to respond to this and the growth in the 60 to 69 year old 

population, including the younger end of this age cohort. 

 

 There will also be a greater demand for health, wellbeing and leisure opportunities for 

older people. 

 

Older workers and pre-retirees 

In 2016, there were 4,295 ‘older workers and pre-retirees’ (50-59 years), making up 14% of 

the City of Fremantle’s population and this is set to increase to 5,270 by 2036. In the next 

twenty years, ‘older workers and pre-retirees’ will account for the sixth largest increase in the 

population. 

Implications 

 Participation in physical activity and recreation has been increasing in this age group 

and will continue to do so. 

 

 There will also be a greater demand for health, wellbeing and leisure opportunities for 

this age group. 
 

Primary schoolers 

In 2016, there were 2,179 in the ’primary schoolers’, (5-11 years), making up 7% of the City 

of Fremantle’s population and this is set to increase to 2,889 by 2036. In the next twenty 

years, ’primary schoolers’ will account for the seventh largest increase in the population. 

Implications 

 This age group has the highest participation in organised sport and this will lead to an 

increase demand on sporting facilities and clubs.  

 

 There will also be an increasing demand for non-structured opportunities for play, 

physical activity and recreation from this age group.  

 

Babies and pre-schoolers 

In 2016, there were 1,740 in the ’babies and pre-schoolers’, (0-4 years), making up 6% of 

the population and this is set to increase to 2,402 by 2036. In the next twenty years, ’babies 

and pre-schoolers’ will account for the eighth largest increase in the population. 
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Implications 

 There will be an increasing demand on child specific facilities and general community 

facilities to cater for this age group. 

 

Secondary schoolers 

In 2016, there were 1,666 in the ’secondary schoolers’, (12 – 17 years), making up 5% of the 

City of Fremantle’s population and this is set to increase to 2,235 by 2036. In the next twenty 

years, ’secondary schoolers’ will account for the ninth largest increase in the population. 

Implications 

 While ‘secondary schoolers’ account for the smallest growth in the age profile in the 

next twenty years, this aged group has a relatively high participation rate in organised 

sport and this will continue to increase as female sport is promoted. This will lead to 

increasing demand on sporting clubs and opportunities. 

  

 This age group is also one of the main user groups of skate parks and the increase in 

the population of this age group is likely to lead to increasing demand for skate parks. 

 

Socio – Economic Disadvantage 

The City of Fremantle’s SEIFA Index of Disadvantage measures the relative level of socio-

economic disadvantage based on a range of Census characteristics. The index is derived 

from attributes that reflect disadvantage such as low income, low educational attainment, 

high unemployment, and jobs in relatively unskilled occupations. 

 
Table 3 Level of Socio-economic Disadvantage 

 Area 2011 index 

North Fremantle 1074.7 

South Fremantle 1044.5 

Samson 1044.5 

Greater Perth 1040.8 

Fremantle 1040.6 

Western Australia 1026.4 

City of Fremantle 1024.5 

White Gum Valley 1019.4 

Australia 1002.6 

Beaconsfield 996.8 

Hilton – O’Connor 968.8 

Source: id Community Profile City of Fremantle 

 
Implications 

 The level of socio-economic disadvantage has a major impact on the level of 

participation in community facilities and opportunities. 

 

http://profile.id.com.au/cockburn/individual-income?
http://profile.id.com.au/cockburn/qualifications?
http://profile.id.com.au/cockburn/employment-status?
http://profile.id.com.au/cockburn/occupations?
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 While areas of lower socio-economic disadvantage are likely to have a higher need 

for community facilities and services, usage and participation rates are lower in these 

areas and higher in more affluent areas. 

 

 The areas of highest socio-disadvantage in descending order are highlighted below 

and these areas all have higher level of social – economic disadvantage than Greater 

Perth, Western Australia and Australia. 

- Hilton – O’Connor 

- Beaconsfield 

- White Gum Valley 

- Fremantle 

 

 The areas with the lowest socio-economic disadvantage in the City of Fremantle are 

only marginally higher that the Greater Perth area. 

- North Fremantle 

- South Fremantle 

- Samson 

   

 With lower incomes and car ownership, community facilities and opportunities need 

to be more easily accessible and low cost/free in these areas 

 

Disability 

The Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) Census 2016 indicates that 1,362 people, or 4.7% 

of the population in the City of Fremantle, reported needing help in their day-to-day lives due 

to disability. 

 

Over half of the people experiencing a disability are over 70 years+, indicating that disability 

generally increases with age, making disability access and inclusion for this age group 

extremely important. 

 
Table 4 Disability 

Age Group 
2016 Change 

Persons % Perth % 2011 to 2016 

0 to 4 7 0.5 1.0 +1 

5 to 9 24 1.8 2.6 -3 

10 to 19 65 2.5 2.4 +13 

20 to 59 351 2.1 1.8 +15 

60 to 64 98 5.3 4.8 +26 

65 to 69 79 4.8 6.1 +8 

70 to 74 101 8.7 8.7 -3 

75 to 79 121 12.8 14.1 -24 

80 to 84 192 26.3 23.7 -18 

85 and over 298 43.1 41.6 -9 

  1362 4.7 3.9 +32 

Source: id Community Profile City of Fremantle 
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Implications 

 By applying the 4.7% from the ABS 2016 Census gives a conservative indication of 

the number of people with a disability likely to be living in the City in the future, 

without taking into account the ageing of the population.   

- 2026  1804 people   

- 2036  2014 people 

 

 Participation rates in community, sports and recreation facilities by people with a 

disability are low, highlighting the importance of community facilities being physically 

accessible, but also inclusive in how they operate.    

 

Ancestry 

While over 80% of the City of Fremantle’s population coming from an English speaking 

background, one in three residents come from a non-English speaking ancestry, with the 

most significant population being Italian followed by German, Dutch and Croatian.     

 

Table 5 Ancestry 

Ancestry  
2016 2011 Change 

Persons % Persons  % 2011 to 2016 

English 11,500 39.8 10,001 37.6 +1,499 

Australian 8,018 27.7 7,687 28.9 +331 

Irish 3,867 13.4 3,197 12 +670 

Scottish 3,161 10.9 2,680 10.1 +481 

Italian 2.693 9.3 2,727 10.3 -34 

German 1,093 3.8 976 3.7 +117 

Dutch 555 1.9 524 2.0 +31 

Croatian 531 1.8 541 2.0 -10 

Chinese 436 1.5 326 1.2 +110 

French 395 1.4 284 1.1 +111 

Welsh 354 1.2 272 1.0 +82 

Portuguese 352 1.2 382 1.4 -30 

New Zealander 327 1.1 279 1.0 +48 

Polish 290 1.0 248 0.9 +42 

Indian 254 0.9 193 0.7 +61 

Greek 208 0.7 164 0.6 +44 

Source: id Community Profile City of Fremantle 

 

Implications 

 The use of community facilities, activities and programs tends to be higher amongst 

the English and Australian ancestry groups and lower for non-English speaking 

groups. This highlights the importance of ensuring sport, recreation and facilities and 

programs are inclusive of all cultural groups. 

 



Page | 16 

 

4.2 Participation Trends 

Participation rates in sport and physical recreation combined with usage patterns of existing 

community facilities should be a key consideration in determining the priorities and future of 

community facilities in the City of Fremantle.  

 

While the ABS and the Australian Sport Commission (ASC) has conducted studies on 

participation in organised sports, physical recreation and some cultural facilities, there is no 

specific information on the usage of community halls and centres. However, the majority of 

the City of Fremantle’s community facilities are covered by the following reports and the 

participation rates and trends are summarised below.  

 Participation in Sport and Physical Recreation in Australia – ABS (2015) 

 Children’s Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities Report – ABS (2012) 

 

Participation in Organised Sport 

Adults  

 Participation by adults in organised sports had been declining for over ten years. 

 

 The most popular organised sport is swimming with more females than males 

participating in this sport, with a total participation rate of 6.4%. 

 

 Golf is the second most popular organised sport with a participation rate of 4.0%, 

however far more males than females participate. 

 

 Tennis is the third most popular organised sport with 3.0% of adults participating. 

 

 Soccer is the next most popular organised sport with 2.4% of adults participating in 

soccer, with more males than females participate in this sport. 

 

 Netball is the fifth most popular organised sport with 2.2% of adults participating in 

netball, mostly females. 

 

 The top five sports for adult males and females are highlighted below.  

 

Males 

- Golf 

- Soccer 

- Tennis 

- Basketball 

- Cricket / ALF Football 

 

Females 

- Swimming 

- Netball 

- Tennis 

- Golf 

- Soccer / Basketball 
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Table 6  Participation in Organised Sports – Adults  

Organised Sports  
 Participation Rate % 

Males Female  Persons 

Swimming / Diving 5.0 7.6 6.4 

Golf 6.6 1.4 4.0 

Tennis (indoor and outdoor) 3.4 2.7 3.0 

Outdoor soccer 3.5 1.3 2.4 

Netball (Indoor and outdoor) 0.3 4.1 2.2 

Basketball (indoor & outdoor) 3.1 1.3 2.2 

Other Football sports  1.8 1.3 1.6 

Outdoor cricket 2.3 0.1 1.2 

Australian Rules football 2.3 0.1 1.2 

Indoor soccer 2.0 0.4 1.2 

Martial arts 1.2 1.2 1.2 

Surf sports 1.7 0.4 1.1 

Lawn bowls 1.4 0.6 1.0 

Horse riding / Equestrian activities / Polo 0.2 1.2 0.8 

Hockey (indoor and outdoor) 0.7 0.6 0.7 

Canoeing / Kayaking / Dragon boat racing 0.8 0.5 0.7 

Athletics, track and field 0.7 0.5 0.6 

Squash / Racquetball 0.9 0.2 0.6 

Rugby league 0.9 0.0 0.5 

Rugby union 1.1 0.0 0.5 

Badminton 0.7 0.5 0.5 

Volleyball (indoor and outdoor) 0.5 0.6 0.5 

Boxing 0.7 0.4 0.5 

Sailing 0.6 0.3 0.4 

Triathlons 0.4 0.2 0.3 

Indoor cricket 0.6 0.0 0.3 

Skateboarding / Inline hockey / Roller sports 0.3 0.2 0.3 

Weight lifting / Powerlifting / Body building 0.4 0.2 0.3 

Shooting sports 0.5 0.0 0.3 

Motor sports 0.5 0.0 0.3 

Softball / Tee ball 0.2 0.2 0.2 

Table tennis 0.3 0.1 0.2 

Gymnastics 0.2 0.2 0.2 

Lifesaving 0.1 0.2 0.2 

Rowing 0.4 0.1 0.2 

Water polo 0.1 0.1 0.1 

Water volleyball / Rafting / Other water sports 0.2 0.1 0.1 

Source: Participation in Sport and Physical Recreation in Australia – ABS (2015)  
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Children 

 The most popular organised sport for children (5 to 15 years) is swimming with 

17.7% participating in this sport, with slightly more girls than boys. 

 

 Soccer is the second most popular sport for children with 14.3% participating in this 

sport, with males far more likely to play soccer, which is the most popular sport for 

male children. 

 

 Australian Rules Football is the third most popular sport with 8.1% of children playing 

this sport, mostly made up of boys, with only 1% of girls playing this sport. 

 

 Netball is the fourth most popular organised sport for children with 8.0% playing 

netball, which is the most popular sport for girls with almost 15% of girls playing 

netball, with very few males playing netball (0.2%). 

 

 Basketball is the fifth most popular organised sport with 7.9% of children participating 

in this sport, with slightly more boys than girls play basketball. 

 

 The top five sports for boys and girls are highlighted below.  

Boys 

- Soccer 

- Swimming 

- AFL Football 

- Basketball 

- Cricket  

Girls 

- Swimming 

- Netball 

- Gymnastics 

- Basketball 

- Soccer 

 

 In 2012, 60.7% of children participated in organised sport with this higher for boys 

(67.0%) than for girls (54.0%), with participation by children in organised sports 

declining.  

 

 Participation was higher for children born in Australia (61%) compared with those 

born overseas (52%) and higher for children in couple families (64%) compared with 

those living in one-parent families (48%).  

 

 The 15-17 year age group is the only age group where there is higher participation in 

organised sport than non-organised physical activity. 
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Table 7 Participation in Organised Sports – Children  

Organised Sports  
 Participation Rate % 

Males Female  Persons 

Swimming and diving 16.5 18.9 17.7 

Soccer (outdoor) 21.7 6.5 14.3 

Australian Rules football 14.9 1.0 8.1 

Netball 0.2 16.2 8.0 

Basketball 9.2 6.6 7.9 

Tennis 8.4 6.3 7.4 

Martial arts 7.8 3.7 5.8 

Gymnastics 1.7 8.1 4.8 

Cricket (outdoor) 8.6 0.6 4.7 

Rugby League 7.5 0.2 3.9 

Athletics, track and field 3.2 3.1 3.2 

Rugby Union 4.0 0.1 2.1 

Touch football 2.1 1.6 1.8 

Soccer (indoor) 2.5 0.9 1.7 

Hockey 1.3 2.0 1.6 

Softball and tee ball 1.1 1.4 1.2 

Surf lifesaving 1.3 1.1 1.2 

Baseball 1.1 0.3 0.7 

Boxing 0.4 0.1 0.2 

Cricket (indoor) 0.4 0.0 0.2 

 Source: ABS Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia - 2012  

 

When considering the trends in children’s participation levels in the most common sports 

from 2003 to 2012, the following conclusions can be drawn. 

 The highest growth in participation has occurred in dance with an almost 3% growth 

in popularity from 12.4% in 2003, to 15% in 2012. 

 

 Swimming has received the second highest growth in participation from 16.6% in 

2003 to 17.7% in 2012. 

 

 There has also been a small increase in popularity of soccer (0.9%) and martial arts 

(0.9%) and Australian Rules Football (0.8%). 

 

 The sports that have declined in popularity are tennis (1.2%), netball (1.1%) and 

cricket (0.3%).  
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Table 8  Participation in Organised Sports Trends - Children  

Organised Sports  
 Participation Rate % Trend 

2003 2006 2009 2012 
2006 -
2014 

Swimming and diving 16.6 17.4 18.5 17.7 1.1 

Dancing 12.4 12,5 14.3 15.0 2.6 

Soccer (outdoor) 13.4 13.2 13.2 14.3 0.9 

Australian Rules football 7.3 7.5 8.6 8.1 0.8 

Netball 9.1 8.5 8.4 8.0 -1.1 

Basketball 7.7 6.6 7.4 7.9 0.2 

Tennis 8.6 7.3 7.9 7.4 -1.2 

Martial arts 4.9 4.5 5.7 5.8 0.9 

Gymnastics * * * 4.8 * 

Cricket 5 5.4 5.2 4.7 -0.3 

  
Source: ABS Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Activities, Australia - 2012  

* Figures not collected  
  

 

Participation in Sport and Physical Recreation 

Adults 

From Table 9 the participation rates in the most common sports and physical recreation 

activities since 2006, the following conclusions can be drawn. 

 Walking for exercise remains the most popular physical recreational activity, with 

19.2% of adults walking for exercise. 

 

 Fitness and gym were the next most popular activity with 17.9% of adults 

participating in fitness and gym activities.  

 

 Jogging/running was the next most popular physical recreation activity with 7.4% of 

adults engaging in this activity. 

 

 Swimming is the fourth most population activity with 6.4% of adults participating in 

swimming for physical recreation. 

 

 Cycling/BMXing is the fifth most popular activities with 6.2% of adults cycling for 

physical recreation. 

 

 Participation in physical recreation activity has increased, particularly in fitness and 

gym, with a 5.3% increase. 

 

 Jogging and running has increased in popularity by 3.1%. 

 

 Walking for exercise has experience a decline of 5.5% and bush walking by 1.7%. 
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 The 15-24 year age group had the highest rate of involvement in organised sport and 

physical recreation at 74%, while people aged 65+ years had the lowest rate of 

involvement. Participation in sport and physical recreation generally decreased with 

age. 

 

 The participation rate in sport and physical recreation is higher for people who are 

employed (70%) than those who are unemployed (64%). 

 

 Couple households with dependent children have a higher participation in sport and 

physical recreation (68%) than single parent households with dependent children 

(63%) and lone person households (61%). 

 

 For organised sports, couples with dependent children had the highest participation 

rate (32%), noticeably higher than single parent families. 

 

 Couple households also had the highest participation rate for non-organised activities 

(55%), with single parent family households also having the lowest participation 

(46%). 

 

 Socio-economic status has a significant impact on the level of participation in both 

organised sports and physical activities and non-organised.  

 

 Participation in sport, physical activity and recreation can be expected to be lower in 

areas of low socio-economic advantage. 

 

 Participation in sport and physical recreation is much lower for people with a disability 

at 24%, compared to 60% for the rest of the population.    
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Table 9  Participation in Sport and Physical Recreation Trends – Adults  

Sport and Physical Recreation  
Participation Rate % Trend 

2006 2010 2012 2014 
2006 -
2014 

Walking for exercise 24.7 22.9 23.6 19.2 -5.5 

Fitness/Gym 12.6 14.0 17.1 17.9 5.3 

Jogging/Running 4.3 6.5 7.5 7.4 3.1 

Swimming/Diving 9.0 7.4 7.8 6.4 -2.6 

Cycling/BMXing 6.3 6.5 7.6 6.2 -0.1 

Golf 5.5 4.5 4.8 4.0 -1.5 

Tennis (indoor and outdoor) 4.8 4.0 4.2 3.0 -1.8 

Soccer (outdoor) 2.6 2.3 2.7 2.4 -0.2 

Netball (indoor and outdoor) 2.7 2.6 2.5 2.2 -0.5 

Basketball (indoor and outdoor) 2.1 1.9 2.0 2.2 0.1 

Yoga 1.7 1.7 1.9 1.7 0.0 

Bush walking 3.2 2.4 2.4 1.5 -1.7 

Dancing/Ballet 1.4 1.4 1.4 1.3 -0.1 

Australian Rules Football 1.7 1.4 1.3 1.2 -0.5 

Cricket (outdoor) 2.1 1.5 1.6 1.2 -0.9 

Martial arts 1.4 1.2 1.4 1.2 -0.2 

Surf sports 1.7 1.3 1.3 1.1 -0.6 

Lawn bowls 1.6 1.3 1.4 1.0 -0.6 

Fishing 1.6 1.4 1.4 1.0 -0.6 

Source: ABS Participation in Sport and Physical Recreation 2010-11, 2013-14,  

 

Children 

 The most common recreation activity children participate in is watching TV, DVDs or 

videos (95.8%) and other screen-based activities (85.4%), with participation relatively 

even between girls and boys. 

 

 The second most popular recreation activity is reading for pleasure with 71.1% of 

children participating in this activity, with a higher number of girls (77.4%) than boys 

(65.1%). 

 

 The third most popular recreation activity is bike riding with 63.5% of children 

engaging in this activity. Bike riding is much more popular amongst boys (69.9%) 

than girls (63.5%). 

 

 The fourth most popular recreational activity is recreational arts and craft with 43.3% 

of children participating in this activity. More girls (54.2%) participated in recreational 

arts and crafts than boys (33.0%) 

 

 



Page | 23 

 

Boys 

- Watching TV, DVDs or videos 

- Other screen-based activities 

- Bike riding 

- Reading for pleasure 

- Skateboarding, rollerblading, scooter 

- Recreational art and craft 

Girls 

- Watching TV, DVDs or videos 

- Other screen-based activities 

- Reading for pleasure 

- Bike riding 

- Recreational art and craft 

- Skateboarding, rollerblading, scooter 

 

 Participation in skateboarding/rollerblading has over doubled from 23% in 2003, to 

53.8% in 2012. 

 

 There has also been a considerable increase in participation in screen based 

activities/electronic games from 71% in 2003, to 85.4% in 2012. 

 

 Reading for pleasure has declined from 75% in 2003 to 71% in 2012. 

 

Table 10 Participation in Selected Recreation Activities – Children  

Selected Recreation Activities 
 Participation Rate % 

Males Female  Persons 

Skateboarding, rollerblading, scooter 60.0 47.2 53.8 

Bike riding 69.9 56.8 63.5 

Watching TV, DVDs or videos 96.0 95.6 95.8 

Other screen-based activities 86.9 83.7 85.4 

Recreational art and craft 33.0 54.2 43.4 

Reading for pleasure 65.1 77.4 71.1 

Source: ABS Children's Participation in Cultural and Leisure Actives, Australia - 2012  
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Participation sport and recreation 

Participation in non-organised activities is almost twice that of organised activities with the 

five most popular physical activities usually undertaken in a casual or informal setting. 

 Walking 

 Aerobics/fitness 

 Swimming 

 Cycling 

 Running 

 

The trend is for ‘convenience’ sport and physical activity, such as walking, cycling, swimming 

and fitness programs which are also non-competitive and can be easily undertaken by all 

sections of the community. 

 

Participation in sport and physical recreation is lower among people with a disability, long 

term health condition, with low English language proficiency or from non-English speaking 

countries or of Aboriginal ancestry. The demographic profile of Fremantle suggests the 

needs of disadvantage population groups and areas of highest disadvantage must be 

addressed. 

 

Increasing participation by traditionally low participation groups, such as Aboriginal, CaLD, 

low SES, elderly and those with disabilities in recreation and physical activity opportunities 

has also been a key focus of the Strategic Recreation Plans. 

4.3 Facility Provision Trends 

In the last twenty years, the way community facilities have been planned, designed and 

activated has changed significantly. The key trends that need to shape the Community 

Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036 are outlined below. 

 

Changing Demand 

The demand for facilities, activities and programs typically provided by sport and recreation 

facilities and community centres and spaces has changed over time and depends on the 

needs and interest of the community at that time. Current trends would indicate that there 

will be an increasing demand for: 

 Higher standard and larger scale facilities that provide a wide range of activities that 

are accessible for all members of community.  

 

 Activities, programs and facilities that have extensive operational hours and offer 

flexible payment options, e.g. casual, monthly, annual.  

 

 Learning opportunities and education programs that offer new experiences and 

develop new skills. 

 

 Adventure, lifestyle, extreme and alternative sports. 
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Sustainability 

The City of Fremantle has a strong focus on sustainability and there is an increasing 

requirement to maximise ecological sustainable principles, in the design and operation of 

buildings and outdoor spaces, particularly in energy and water usage and management.  

 

Planning and Design 

Given that the profile of the community changes over time and new trends emerge, sport 

and recreation facilities and community centres and spaces need to be designed to be 

adaptable to changing demands and trends. 

 

The increasing diversity of usage demands and the need to accommodate multiple user 

groups will require more effective facility design solutions, including other design disciplines 

such as landscape architecture, urban designers and play space designers. 

Safety and crime is a key community issue and an essential element of maximising the 

usage of community facilities, much of which can be created through design and passive 

surveillance.  

 

Information technology and communications is now an important element of good design 

and this infrastructure should be built in, at the time of construction. 

 

Single Use to Multi Use 

The traditional way local government has catered for community facilities is with single use 

and stand-alone facilities. While many of these facilities still exist and are used, there has 

been a major shift to multi-purpose facilities, which can improve the use and sustainability of 

community facilities significantly.  

 

This trend will continue with an increasing focus on improving the capacity of single use 

facilities to cater for a multitude of uses.  

 

Integrated Multi-Use Hubs 

The multi-use hub concept is based on a common cluster of facilities and services and this 

can result in a sporting hub, recreation hub and community or cultural/creative hub, or a hub 

that integrates two or more key facility types.  

 

Multi-functional hubs can achieve many benefits, such as improved facilities and usage, 

better service delivery and coordination and enhanced interaction, coordination and 

connection amongst groups and residents. 

 

With the growing focus on multi-functional hubs facilities, community facilities need to 

become much larger in scale and size.  

 

Accessibility and inclusion 

The requirement for accessible access in community and public buildings is well established. 

However, many of the City of Fremantle’s community facilities were built before this 

requirement was legislated and while many have been retrofitted to maximise accessible 

access where possible, this is an ongoing issue. 
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In recent years, there has also been a growing focus on not only physical access, but also 

on providing sport and recreation facilities, community centres and opportunities that are 

inclusive of all ages, abilities and different cultural and socio-economic backgrounds. 

 

Management 

Facility management will also continue to become more sophisticated as the demand to 

cater for a wider diversity of uses increases, together with the need to maximise the use of 

existing facilities across a wider spectrum of time, other than peak demand periods. 

 

To achieve this, facility management will increasingly need to take on a more proactive role 

in ‘programming’ and developing activities and services that are responsive to the needs of 

the community. 

5.0 Community Facilities Planning Framework 

The Community Facilities Plan: Future Direction 2036 is underpinned by a Community 

Planning Framework incorporating a hierarchy, standards and guiding principles for the 

planning and provision of community facilities, as outlined below. 

5.1 Community Facility Provision Hierarchy 

Community facilities should operate within a hierarchy of provision much in the same way 

retail, commercial and transport infrastructure does, where the scale and function of 

infrastructure is determined by the population the infrastructure or facilities are required to 

serve. This means that regional, district and local level community facilities are required in 

the City of Fremantle. 

 

Having a hierarchy or ‘structure’ for providing community facilities is also an essential tool in 

maintaining an equitable, accessible and efficient distribution of community facilities across 

the City of Fremantle. It also guides the standard to which facilities should be provided and 

maintained. 

 

Taking this into account and the City of Fremantle’s current and future population 

distribution, the natural features and the physical barriers in the area, as well as existing 

facilities, the following Community Facility Hierarchy has been developed. 

 

Neighbourhood Level 

Community facilities provided at the Neighbourhood level cater for a local area, typically a 

suburb with low to medium density and a population of 5,000 to 8,000, within a catchment of 

a one kilometre radius. 

 

Neighbourhood level community facilities provide for the needs and interests of the 

surrounding local population and should be easily accessible by walking, cycling, car and 

public transport.  

 

Facilities provided at the Neighbourhood level provide the primary opportunity for local 

residents to interact, build relationships and develop a strong sense of community. 
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District Level 

Community facilities provided at the District level must cater for a number of suburbs and a 

hence a diverse and more complex range of interests and needs and should be easily 

accessible by major roads, public transport and cycling networks.       

 

District level community facilities should also activate and engage with Neighbourhood level 

community facilities and should also be central to the neighbourhood catchments they serve.    

 

A District catchment involves a population in the order of 30,000 to 40,000 people and a 

radius of three kilometres, which is equivalent to the City of Fremantle’s current and future 

population. 

 

Regional Level 

The City of Fremantle is recognised as one of seven Strategic Metropolitan Centres in the 

Perth metropolitan area in the State Government’s vision for the future growth of the 

metropolitan Perth and Peel region, Directions 2031.  

 

As a Strategic Metropolitan Centre the City of Fremantle is not only required to provide a 

diverse mix of retail, commercial, housing, employment and community services and 

facilities to support a regional catchment, but also to cater for the local and district 

requirements within the City’s boundaries.  

 

While the City of Fremantle’s 2016 population is almost 31,000, there is an estimated 21,000 

workers that come from outside the City to work in the area every day and hence there is a 

sizable population of workers that can be expected to use community facilities, particularly 

those located in Fremantle. 

 

In addition to this, Fremantle attracts a significant population of international and domestic 

visitors and day trippers who utilise accommodation, retail, commercial and transport 

services, as well as community services and facilities. In the last five years the City of 

Fremantle has attracted and average of 50,000 visitors per year. This is estimated to equate 

to an average of an additional 4,000 to 8,000 people in the City at any one time. 

 

The City of Fremantle is also surrounded to the North by Local Government Areas (LGAs) 

with relatively small populations and hence an absence of District or Regional level 

community facilities. Therefore there is a demand on the City of Fremantle to provide 

Regional level community facilities for the current estimated population of 27,000 and future 

population 38,000 from these LGAs.         

 

Given North Coogee, Hamilton Hill and Coolbellup to the south with a current population of 

26,000 and estimated future population of 50,000 are closer to the City of Fremantle than the 

nearest Strategic Metropolitan Centre, the City of Rockingham and Success as a Secondary 

Centre, there is likely to an increasing demand on the City of Fremantle to provide regional 

level community facilities for this population also.       

 

Regional level community facilities are major facilities in terms of the scale of the 

infrastructure required and the population served and should be located in close proximity to 

major roads, public transport routes, and commercial and civic areas.   
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Taking all of these factors into account, in the planning of Regional level community facilities 

there is a demand on the City of Fremantle to cater for an estimated current regional 

catchment of 90,000 people and a future regional catchment of 140,000 people. This 

involves a radius of six kilometres.  

5.2 Community Facility Planning Standards 

Community Facility Planning Standards provide a quantitative measure of the number of 

community facilities required based on a benchmark and population ratio and should also 

provide guidelines about the scale, design and location of facilities required.  

 

For Community Facilities Planning Standards to be relevant and sound they must be based 

on the unique social and geographic features of the area, the current and future distribution 

of the population and the changing trends in the use and provision of community facilities. 

 

The application of existing community facility provision against the Community Facility 

Planning Standards is a key element of the assessment of current and future community 

facility requirements. However, this should not be considered in isolation because there are 

other factors that influence the demand for community facilities, such as the demographic 

profile and community and stakeholder engagement. 

 

The Community Facility Planning Standards that form part of the Community Planning 

Framework are attached. (Appendix 1) 

5.3 Community Facility Principles 

Community Facility Principles also form a key element of the Community Planning 

Framework and these principles set out the underlying philosophy that should guide the 

planning, design and provision of community facilities.  

 

Access and Inclusion 

All members of the community, regardless of income, gender, age, cultural background or 

disability, should be able to use community facilities and facilities should reflect universal 

design. 

 

Diversity and Equity 

A wide range of community facilities are required to meet the diverse needs of the population 

and there should be an equitably and consistent distribution of facilities across the 

municipality. 

 

Flexibility and Multipurpose 

Community facilities will be flexible and multipurpose in design to cater for future and 

changing needs over time, with shared use facilities and multiuse facility hubs supported 

over single purpose facilities.    
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Sustainability and Viability 

Community facilities will be designed, provided and maintained in an environmentally 

sustainable manner, while also have the capacity for operational sustainability and viability.    

 

Maximising Use and Rationalisation 

The use of existing community facilities should be maximised to meet the needs of the 

current and future population and where facilities are no longer viable, or surplus to 

requirements they should be rationalised. 

 

Responsible Provision  

The provision of community facilities should be based on sound evidence of the need and 

demand for facilities and the allocation of resources should be based on determined 

priorities and consultation with the community and key stakeholder will occur in this process.  

6.0 Community Needs Assessment 

The Community Needs Assessment has involved a review of all relevant City of Fremantle 

plans, strategies and reports to identify the key issues and themes and the community 

facility needs or priorities that have already been established, or supported in principle. 

 

A community survey and three community forums have also occurred across the City, as 

well as interviews and input from key stakeholder individuals and organisations. 

 

The project also featured on the City of Fremantle’s online community engagement hub, My 

Say Freo. 

6.1 Strategic Document Review 

A review of the City’s existing strategic plans and documents was undertaken involving the 

following seventeen reports to identify the implications for the Community Facilities Plan: 

Future Directions 2036. A summary of this report is provided below with the full report 

available. (Appendix 2)  

 Strategic Community Plan 2015 – 2025 

 One Planet Fremantle Strategy 

 Long Term Financial Plan 2012/13 – 2021/22 

 Economic Development Strategy 2015 – 2020 

 Freo 2029 Transformation Moves 

 Community Perceptions Report 2015 

 Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment 2011  

 Strategic Recreation Policy  

 Strategic Recreation Plan 2011 - 2015 

 Strategic Recreation Plan 2014 – 2015 

 Fremantle Park Sport and Community Centre Project 

 Fremantle Oval Redevelopment 

 Access and Inclusion Implementation Plan 2016 - 2020 
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 Aboriginal Engagement Plan 2015 

 Green Plan 2020 

 Youth Plan 2012 – 2015 

 Age Friendly City Plan 2014 - 2015 

 

This report provides an overview of each document and identifies the key implications for the 

Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036 and the common themes to emerge in are 

summarised below. 
 

Establish Gaps and Needs 

There are a number of community facility needs that the City of Fremantle has endorsed via 

the Long Term Financial Plan.  

 

Sports grounds and facilities 

 Hilton Reserve Building Upgrade - $750k (2015/16) 

 Fremantle Park upgrade - $4.1m (2018/19) 
 

Recreation and leisure  

 Leisure Centre upgrade stage 2 - $12m (2018/19) 
 

Fremantle Oval Redevelopment 

In April 2016, the City of Fremantle announced a $20 million plan to redevelop the Fremantle 

Oval precinct into a regional premier community and sporting hub. The five year 

redevelopment of the Fremantle Oval precinct is one of the six key ‘transformational’ projects 

identified through the 2013 - 2015 community visioning process and is planned for 

completion by 2021. 

 

Key Issues and Drivers 

Population growth and change 

By 2036 the population is expected to grow by 33% to 42,839. This increasing population will 

place growing pressure on existing community facilities and will generate an increasing 

demand to upgrade and build new community facilities. 

 

With much of this population growth expected to occur via urban infill, increasing densities 

and decreasing lot sizes will lead to increasing demand on public open space and physical 

activity and recreational opportunities. 

 

The aging population will effectively double over the next 20 years (15% of the Fremantle 

residents will be over 70 by 2036) which will impact on access to facilities and services.  The 

Fremantle Age Friendly City Plan 2014 – 2015 aims to ensure that older people have equal 

access to facilities, as well as participate in community life. 

 

Condition and age of community facilities 

A reasonably high proportion of community facilities were built well over thirty years ago to 

meet the needs of that era. The demographic profile and needs of the community have 

changed considerably since this time resulting in a number of older facilities that do not cater 

well for current standards. 
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The need to upgrade and improve the capacity of existing community facilities is a common 

theme to emerge from a number of key documents, together with the need to maximise the 

use, sharing of facilities and multiuse of facilities. 

 

The vast majority of community facility projects in the City of Fremantle’s Long Term 

Financial Plan are for the upgrade and renewal of existing community facilities and as 

buildings and facilities continue to age and decline in condition, maintenance and renewal 

costs will escalate. 

 

Investment in community facilities  

With a backlog of work required in upgrading and renewing existing community facilities and 

with the additional population expected, this will place growing pressure on available 

financial resources. This highlights the need for a sound rationale and strong evidence basis 

in determining priorities and allocating financial resources. 

 

In coming years, the City of Fremantle will be required to make a far greater investment in 

community facilities and this is evident from the findings of the Community Perceptions 

Report 2015. 

 Community satisfaction with sporting and recreational facilities was up from 72% in 

2010, to 83% in 2015. However, the City’s score was well below the ‘industry 

average’. Improving community satisfaction with sporting and recreational facilities 

provided by the City of Fremantle to exceed ‘industry average’ is a ‘measure of 

success’ required in the Strategic Community Plan. 

 

 The level of community satisfaction with community buildings and halls could improve 

with the City of Fremantle behind the ‘industry average’ and significantly behind the 

‘industry high’. 

 

 The level of community satisfaction with facilities, services and care available for 

seniors in the City of Fremantle is very low, with one in four people dissatisfied. The 

City of Fremantle’s score is also significantly behind the ‘industry average’. 

 

 The level of community satisfaction with access to services and facilities for people 

with disabilities in the City of Fremantle is low, with 16% dissatisfied. City of 

Fremantle is marginally behind the ‘industry average’ and significantly behind the 

‘industry high’. 

 

 The level of community satisfaction with parks and other green spaces in the City of 

Fremantle’s is well behind the ’industry average’ and significantly behind the ‘industry 

high’. 
 

Club Development and Sustainability  

The Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment 2011 identified the following key issues and 

challenges facing sports clubs. 

 Ageing and low standard facilities 

 Lack of volunteers 
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 Limited funding 

 Lease terms and conditions 

 Relationship between clubs and elected members and staff of the City of Fremantle 

 

The top three issues coupled with other factors such as escalating costs and a more 

challenging operating environment, remaining financially viable and sustainable has been a 

growing challenge for many sports clubs. This is not only in the City of Fremantle, but also 

across LGAs. 

 

The Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment highlighted that sporting clubs in the City of 

Fremantle need to increase membership to remain financially viable and given that some 

clubs have been unable to increase membership, more radical approaches are needed, 

such as mergers, co-location and shared infrastructure.  

 

Since the Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment, the City of Fremantle has adopted a 

stronger focus on club development and the last two Strategic Recreation Plans contain 

strategies and actions to do this, which are largely focused on improving management, 

strategic planning and increasing participation levels. 

 

Management and lease arrangements 

Lease terms and conditions and the relationships between clubs and the City of Fremantle 

were identified as key issues and challenges in Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment. 

 

With many lease agreements and management arrangements going back many years, 

reviewing the management and lease arrangements for community facilities has been 

identified as a key strategic action area in the Strategic Recreation Plans for 2011/14 and 

2014/15. A key factor in the review and renegotiation of lease and management agreements 

is ensuring consistency with the City of Fremantle’s Strategic Recreation Policy. 

6.2 Community Forums 

Three Community Forums were held with a total of 56 people attending which generated 822 

comments, broken down into: 

 Positive and negative aspects of existing community facilities 

 Priorities 

 Vision ideas for the future 

 

A summary of the results is presented below, quoting participants statements, with the full 

reports from each Community Forum attached. (Appendix 3) 

Sports Grounds 

Positives  

+ High level of community use and sense of community 

+ Integration of sports and general public use 

+ Heritage facilities in beautiful locations 

+ Health and wellness benefits   

+ Provides large open green space that can be used for other purposes 
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+ Possible development opportunity with some ovals 

+ Variety of sports available  

+ Facilities available 

+ Grounds have improved and are well maintained 

+ Assistance from City of Fremantle  

Negatives 

- Inadequate and poor standard of facilities 

- Poor condition of clubhouse and grandstand at Gilbert Fraser Oval 

- Cost of maintaining sports grounds and struggling financial sustainability of some 

clubs  

- Lack of some sporting opportunities  

- Intense usage and underutilisation 

- Some negative impacts on residential amenity 

- New Council lease required  

- Restricted demographic and usage 

- Lack of facilities and amenities 

- Lot of single use facilities 

- Lack of parking 

- Use a lot of water 

Priorities and Visions 

 Establish a standard and maintenance level for all sports grounds 

 Diversifying use of sports grounds 

 Improve planning and management of sporting grounds 

 More sustainable use of power and water 

 Develop and improve Gilbert Fraser reserve 

 Upgrading facilities and complete existing plans 

 Reducing and more equity in the cost burden  

 Access for all 

 Creating multiuse facilities and sporting hubs 

 Managing impacts on neighbourhood  

 Improving biodiversity, green space and trees 

Recreation and Leisure 

Positives 

+ Services and activities at the Fremantle Leisure Centre 

+ Beaches and public facilities  

+ Existence of bowling clubs 

+ Good facility locations  

+ Well used facilities and upkeep 

+ Opportunities for community interaction 

+ Places to bring the community together 
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Negatives 

- Limited capacity of the Fremantle Leisure Centre 

- Inadequate facilities at Fremantle beaches 

- Underutilisation of some facilities  

- Poor standard or maintenance of facilities 

- Limited number of recreation and leisure facilities   

- Single purpose facilities, not enough multiuse and shared use 

- All not catered for 

- Lack of information and promotion  

- Competition with the private sector  

- Duplication and expense 

- Lack of parking and public transport 

Priorities and Visions 

 Expansion of Fremantle Leisure Centre 

 Developing and improving beach facilities and access 

 New and better facilities that cater for the whole community 

 Integrate precinct plan for all community facilities on Gordon Dedman Park 

 Improve connectivity of community facility nodes 

 Improving access 

 Diversify single use facilities and expand recreation and leisure opportunities  

 Improving management of facilities and reduce the cost of using facilities  

 Reviewing Samson Recreation Centre  

 Consolidating Bowling Clubs 

 Improving parking and public transport 

Community Centres and Spaces  

Positives 

+ Meeting Place has an important place in the community and high community benefit 

+ Benefits of Skate parks and the number of skate parks 

+ Hilton PCYC facilities 

+ Heritage community facilities and spaces 

+ Affordable cost to hire community facilities and diversity of centres and spaces 

+ Community driven events Sullivan Hall 

+ Hilton Bowling Club and North Fremantle Bowling Clubs are valued by the 

community 

+ Community Gardens 

Negatives 

- Limited capacity of the Meeting Place 

- Capacity and cost of Hilton PCYC 

- Underutilisation of the Fremantle Town Hall 

- Poor viability of North Fremantle Bowls Club 
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- Lack of coordination and integration of community facilities on Gordon Dedman Park 

- Lack of some community facilities  

- Safety at skate parks 

- Poor condition and standard of facilities 

- Lack of facilities for older people 

Priorities and Visions 

 Improve access and connectivity between community facility nodes  

 Promote the usage of the Fremantle Town Hall 

 Create a Community Hub at Gordan Dedman Park 

 Improving use, information and awareness of community centres 

 Upgrading and new community facilities 

 Encouraging school use 

 Rationalisation community centres and space 

 Build joint facilities at Fremantle Park 

 Improve Sullivan Hall 

6.3 Community Survey 

A total of 86 people completed the community online survey. Repartition of respondents per 

suburb was as follow: 

 28% for Fremantle.  

 15% for Beaconsfield. 

 9% for South Fremantle.  

 7% for North Fremantle.  

 7% for White Gum Valley.  

 6% for Hilton/O’Connor.  

 2% for Samson.  

 

One in four respondents lived outside the City of Fremantle. 

 

Participation in Physical Activities and Sports 

The top five physical activity respondents participated in are swimming/diving (69%) by far 

the most popular, followed by fitness/gym (59%), cycling (48%), jogging/running (36%) and 

bushwalking (34%). 

 

Overall, participation in organised sports is much lower than other physical activities and 

given the City of Fremantle’s close proximity to the ocean, beaches and the river, 

participation in water related physical activities is high. 
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Table 11  Participation in Organised Sports   

Participation 

Physical activities and sports % 

Swimming/Diving 69 

Fitness/Gym 59 

Cycling/BMXing 48 

Jogging/Running 36 

Bush walking 34 

Scuba diving/snorkelling 21 

Canoeing /Kayaking/Rowing/Dragon Boating  20 

Tennis 17 

Dancing/Ballet 16 

Fishing 16 

Australian Rules Football 15 

Cricket 15 

Skateboarding/Inline hockey/Roller sports 14 

Table tennis 14 

Surf lifesaving sports  13 

Golf  Disc Golf 12 

Netball 12 

Soccer 12 

Lawn bowls 10 

Mountain Biking 9 

Sailing 8 

Basketball  7 

Gymnastics 6 

Badminton 5 

Volleyball/Beach Volleyball 5 

Rugby Union 2 

Bocce 1 

Martial arts/boxing 1 

 

Use of Sports Grounds 

Considering ‘every day’ and ‘fortnightly’ use, the Sports Grounds with the highest use are 

Fremantle Park (24%) followed by Dick Lawrence Oval (16%), Bruce Lee Reserve (13%) 

and Gilbert Fraser Oval (11%). Horrie Long Reserve (2%) and Ken Allen Field (2%) were the 

lowest used sports grounds by respondents. 
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Table 12  Use of Sports Grounds - Ranking  

Rank Use of Sports Grounds - Everyday + Fortnightly % 

1 Fremantle Park 24 

2 Dick Lawrence Oval 16 

3 Bruce Lee Reserve 13 

4 Gilbert Fraser Oval 11 

5 Stevens Reserve 10 

6 Hilton Park Soccer Ground 10 

7 Hilton Park South (upper oval) 9 

8 Fremantle Oval 8 

9 Frank Gibson Park 8 

10 Ken Allen Field 6 

11 Horrie Long Reserve 2 

 

The main reason respondents used Sports Grounds is for walking (56%), following by 

running/exercising (40%), with walking the dog, playing/using playground, attending events 

or functions and playing organised sport all scoring 35%. Sports grounds are also well used 

for siting and relaxing (33%), playing casual sport (27%) and watching sport (27%). 

Table 13 Reasons for Using Sports Grounds  

Reasons for using Sports Grounds 

Walking 56% 

Running  Exercising 40% 

Playing organised sport 35% 

Walking your dog 35% 

Attending events or functions 35% 

Playing  Using playground 35% 

Siting and relaxing  33% 

Playing casual sport 27% 

Watching sport 27% 

 

The Sports Grounds that scored the highest ‘don’t use’ with respondents were: 

 Ken Allen Field (88%) 

 Hilton Park Soccer Ground (81%) 

 Hilton Park South (upper oval) (80%) 

 Horrie Long Reserve (77%) 
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Table 14 Use of Sports Grounds  

 Use of Sports Grounds Every day Fortnightly Monthly 
Less than once 

a month 
Don’t 
use 

Gilbert Fraser Oval 5% 6% 4% 22% 64% 

Fremantle Park 13% 12% 20% 15% 41% 

Fremantle Oval 1% 7% 11% 29% 52% 

Stevens Reserve 2% 8% 8% 23% 58% 

Horrie Long Reserve 1% 1% 6% 15% 77% 

Frank Gibson Park 0% 8% 6% 13% 73% 

Bruce Lee Reserve 5% 8% 6% 21% 61% 

Dick Lawrence Oval 12% 5% 4% 14% 66% 

Hilton Park Soccer Ground 8% 2% 2% 6% 81% 

Ken Allen Field 4% 2% 0% 6% 88% 

Hilton Park South (upper oval) 7% 2% 5% 6% 80% 

 

While ‘less than once a month’ and ‘don’t use’ are the most common responses to usage of 

sports grounds, there was a reasonably low proportion of respondents who use Sports 

Grounds ‘every day and fortnightly’, with the exception of Fremantle Park (24%) 

 

Importance of Sports Grounds 

Combining the ‘important’ and ‘very important’ scores gives the following indication of the 

importance of Sports Grounds, with Fremantle Oval scoring the highest importance, followed 

by Fremantle Park and Stevens Reserve.  

Table 15  Importance of Sports Grounds - Ranking 

Rank 
Importance of Sports Grounds - Important + Very 
Important 

% 

1 Fremantle Oval 69 

2 Fremantle Park 68 

3 Stevens Reserve 55 

4 Bruce Lee Reserve 47 

5 Dick Lawrence Oval 44 

6 Gilbert Fraser Oval 42 

7 Hilton Park South (upper oval) 40 

8 Frank Gibson Park 38 

9 Hilton Park Soccer Ground 38 

10 Horrie Long Reserve 33 

11 Ken Allen Field 28 
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The number of respondents who rated particular Sports Grounds as ‘not important’ was 

generally low, with the highest ‘not important’ score received for Gilbert Fraser Oval, Hilton 

Park Soccer Ground and Horrie Long Reserve at 13%. 

 

Satisfaction with Sports Grounds 

Considering ‘medium’ and ‘high’ levels of satisfaction with Sports Grounds, Fremantle Oval 

scored the highest satisfaction rating following by Fremantle Park, Stevens Reserve and 

Bruce Lee Reserve. 

Table 16  Satisfaction with Sports grounds - Ranking 

 

Rank 
Satisfaction with Sports Grounds - Medium and High % 

1 Fremantle Oval 50 

2 Fremantle Park 49 

3 Stevens Reserve 43 

4 Bruce Lee Reserve 40 

5 Dick Lawrence Oval 33 

6 Gilbert Fraser Oval 26 

7 Horrie Long Reserve 24 

8 Hilton Park Soccer Ground 23 

9 Frank Gibson Park 22 

10 Hilton Park South (upper oval) 21 

11 Ken Allen Field 14 

 

The majority of respondents have ‘no opinion’ on their satisfaction with Sports Grounds 

which is likely to be because they either do not use, or are not familiar with these sports 

grounds. 

 

The number of respondents who rated their satisfaction as ‘low’ for particular Sports 

Grounds was under 7% or lower, with the exception of Fremantle Park and Fremantle Oval 

where 11% rated their satisfaction as ‘low’. 

 

Priorities for Sports Grounds  

From the survey results, a priority order for improvements to Sports Grounds can be 

determine by combining the importance score (important and very important), usage scores 

(every day to fortnightly) and the satisfaction score (low). On this basis, the top five priorities 

for improvement and development for Recreation and Leisure Facilities would be: 

 Fremantle Park 

 Fremantle Oval 

 Stevens Reserve 

 Bruce Lee Reserve 

 Dick Lawrence Oval 
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Table 17  Sports Grounds – Priority Ranking 

Rank Sports Grounds - Priority  Order  
Importance 

Score 
Usage 
Score 

Low 
Satisfaction 

Score 

Overall 
Score 

1 Fremantle Park 68 24 11 103 

2 Fremantle Oval 69 8 11 88 

3 Stevens Reserve 55 10 1 66 

4 Bruce Lee Reserve 47 13 6 66 

5 Dick Lawrence Oval 44 16 5 65 

6 Gilbert Fraser Oval 42 11 5 58 

7 Hilton Park South (upper oval) 40 9 7 56 

8 Hilton Park Soccer Ground 38 10 4 52 

9 Frank Gibson Park 38 8 4 50 

10 Ken Allen Field 28 6 5 39 

11 Horrie Long Reserve 33 2 0 35 

 

Comments on Sporting Ground Priorities 

Respondents were asked what their top priorities were for new and existing sports facilities 

and opportunities and the following summary is provided. 

 

New sports grounds and opportunities 

 New sports grounds and opportunities to cater for population growth and change 

 More diverse sporting opportunities to cater for the whole community   

 Create multisport complexes/sporting hubs 

 Centre of excellence for sports for people with disabilities 

 New purpose built sporting and community centre at Fremantle Park 

 New clubrooms that overlook Hilton Park South (upper oval) 

 

Existing Sports grounds and opportunities 

 Upgrade existing clubroom and associated facilities at sports grounds 

 Improve the maintenance and standard of sporting facilities 

 Improve and increase the use of sports grounds for public use  

 Provide adequate amenities for all users 

 Increase outdoor gym equipment and fitness opportunities  

 Sports grounds to have nature play space included 

 Sports grounds that allow 24 hour access to all community members 

 Creation of sporting association to oversee use of sports grounds 

 Consolidate and merge  sports clubs with declining viability  

 

Use of Recreation and Leisure Facilities   

Considering ‘every day’ to ‘fortnightly’ use of Recreation and Leisure facilities the Fremantle 

Leisure Centre (70%) is by far the most frequently used facility followed by South Beach 

(60%), Leighton Beach (31%), Port Beach (28%) and Bathers Beach (19%). 
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Table 18 Use of Recreation and Leisure Facilities - Ranking 

Rank Use of Recreation/Leisure facilities - Everyday - Fortnightly % 

1 Fremantle Leisure Centre 70 

2 South Beach Public Facilities 60 

3 Leighton Beach Public Facilities 31 

4 Port Beach Public Facilities 28 

5 Bathers Beach Public Facilities 19 

6 Samson Recreation Centre 14 

7 Fremantle Tennis Club 6 

8 Fremantle Bowling Club 6 

9 Hilton Park Bowling Club 2 

10 North Fremantle Bowling Club 1 

 

The Recreation and Leisure facilities that scored the highest ‘don’t use’ were: 

 Fremantle Bowling Club (80%) 

 Fremantle Tennis Club (79%) 

 Hilton Park Bowling Club (79%) 

 Samson Recreation Centre (78%) 

 North Fremantle Bowling Club (78%) 

 

Importance of Recreation and Leisure Facilities 

Combining the ‘important’ and ‘very important’ scores indicates that South Beach public 

facilities rated the highest importance with nearly all respondents (92%) rating these facilities 

as ‘important’ or ‘very important’. Bathers Beach, Port Beach and Leighton Beach public 

facilities rated as the next most important facilities, after which all other facilities rated 

relatively evenly at around 40%. 

Table 19 Importance of Recreation and Leisure Facilities - Ranking 

Rank 
Importance of Recreation and Leisure Facilities – 
Important and Very Important 

% 

1 South Beach Public Facilities 92 

2 Bathers Beach Public Facilities 84 

3 Port Beach Public Facilities 81 

4 Leighton Beach Public Facilities 76 

5 Fremantle Tennis Club 44 

6 Fremantle Bowling Club 43 

7 North Fremantle Bowling Club 42 

8 Hilton Park Bowling Club 40 

9 Fremantle Leisure Centre 37 

10 Samson Recreation Centre 37 
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The number of respondents who rated particular Recreation and Leisure as ‘not important’ 

were generally low with 20% of respondents rating Fremantle Leisure Centre and Samson 

Recreation Centre as ‘not important’.  

 

Fremantle Bowling Club and Hilton Park Bowling were also rated as ‘not important’ by 14% 

of respondents, with 13% of respondents rating the Fremantle Tennis Club and North 

Fremantle Bowls Club as ‘not important’. 

 

Satisfaction with Recreation and Leisure Facilities 

Considering ‘medium’ and ‘high’ levels of satisfaction with Recreation and Leisure Facilities, 

Fremantle Leisure Centre scored the highest satisfaction rating (76%) following by South 

Beach (69%), Port Beach (63%, Bathers Beach (63%) and Leighton Beach (60%) public 

facilities.  

 Table 20  Satisfaction with Recreation and Leisure Facilities - Ranking 

Rank 
Satisfaction with Recreation and Leisure facilities - Medium 
and High  

% 

1 Fremantle Leisure Centre 76 

2 South Beach Public Facilities 69 

3 Port Beach Public Facilities 63 

4 Bathers Beach Public Facilities 63 

5 Leighton Beach Public Facilities 60 

6 Samson Recreation Centre 20 

7 Fremantle Tennis Club 20 

8 Fremantle Bowling Club 20 

9 North Fremantle Bowling Club 20 

10 Hilton Park Bowling Club 16 

 

With satisfaction with Recreation and Leisure Facilities there was a high ‘no opinion’ score 

for Samson Recreation Centre, Fremantle Tennis Club, Fremantle Bowling Club, North 

Fremantle Bowling Club and Hilton Park Bowling Club which correlates with the low use of 

these facilities. 

 

When considering the ‘low’ satisfaction scores, South Beach and Bathers Beach public 

facilities scored the highest ‘low’ satisfaction scores, with Hilton Park Bowling Club ranking 

the third highest ‘low’ satisfaction score.  

 

Priorities for Recreation and Leisure Facilities  

From the survey results, a priority order for Recreation and Leisure Facilities improvements 

can be determine by combining the importance score (important and very important), usage 

scores (every day to fortnightly) and the satisfaction score (low). On this basis, the top five 

priorities for improvement and development for Recreation and Leisure Facilities would be: 

 South Beach Public Facilities 

 Bathers Beach Public Facilities 

 Port Beach Public Facilities 
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 Leighton Beach Public Facilities 

 Fremantle Leisure Centre 

Table 21 Recreation and Leisure Facilities – Priority Ranking 

Rank 
Recreation and Leisure facilities - 
Priority  Order for Improvement  

Importance 
Score 

Usage 
Score 

Low 
Satisfaction 

Score 

Overall 
Score 

1 South Beach Public Facilities 92 60 19 171 

2 Bathers Beach Public Facilities 84 19 13 116 

3 Port Beach Public Facilities 81 28 7 116 

4 Leighton Beach Public Facilities 76 31 7 114 

5 Fremantle Leisure Centre 37 70 7 114 

6 Fremantle Bowling Club 43 6 9 58 

7 Fremantle Tennis Club 44 6 7 57 

8 Samson Recreation Centre 37 14 4 55 

9 Hilton Park Bowling Club 40 2 9 51 

10 North Fremantle Bowling Club 42 1 4 47 

 

Comments on Recreation and Leisure Priorities 

Respondents were asked what their top priorities were for new and existing Recreation and 

Leisure opportunities and the following summary of the key themes is provided below. 

 

New Recreation and Leisure Opportunities 

 State of the Art Aquatic and Fitness Centre 

 Create multipurpose recreation and leisure facilities and hubs 

 New purpose built community facility at Fremantle Park that caters for the bowls and 

tennis club 

 Ocean Swimming pool 

 Snorkelling trail 

 New cycling and walking paths  

 

Existing Recreation and Leisure and opportunities 

 Improve and develop public facilities at all beaches 

 Improve and expand the Fremantle Leisure Centre 

 Diversify recreation and leisure opportunities to cater for the whole community  

 Upgrade facilities at the Fremantle Bowls and Tennis Club 

 Improve and extend facilities at Hilton Community Centre (PCYC) 

 More table tennis facilities   

 Increase outdoor fitness equipment and opportunities  

 Improve the maintenances of all facilities 

 Improve the standard and accessibility of facilities 

 Improve parking and safety in accessing facilities  

 Better cycling and walking paths and facilities 
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Use of Community Centres and Spaces   

Considering ‘every day’ to ‘fortnightly’ use of Community Centres and Spaces, the skate 

park at the Esplanade Youth Plaza (13%) is the most frequently used facility followed by 

Fremantle Town Hall (7%), The Meeting Place (7%), Booyeembara Skatepark (7%) and 

Hilton Park Community Centre (PCYC) (6%). 

Table 22  Use of Community Centres and Spaces - Ranking 

Rank 
Use of Community Centres and Spaces - Everyday - 
Fortnightly 

% 

1 Skate park - Esplanade Youth Plaza 13 

2 Fremantle Town Hall 7 

3 The Meeting Place 7 

4 Skate park - Booyeembara Park 7 

5 Hilton Community Centre (PCYC) 6 

6 North Fremantle Community Centre 2 

7 Skate park - Gordon Dedman Park Skate Ramp 1 

8 Sullivan Hall 0 

9 Skate park - Beach Street 0 

 

Community Centres and Spaces that scored the highest ‘don’t use’ from respondents are: 

 Gordon Dedman Park skate ramp (94%) 

 Beach Street skate park (93%) 

 Sullivan Hall (92%) 

 North Fremantle Community Centre (80%) 

 

Importance of Community Centres and Spaces   

Combining the ‘important’ and ‘very important’ scores indicates that the Fremantle Town Hall 

was rated the highest importance by far at 72, followed by The Meeting Place (59%), the 

Esplanade Youth Plaza skate park (58%), Hilton Community Centre (52%), Booyeembara 

skate park (43%) and North Fremantle Community Centre (39%). 

 

While Hilton Community Centre, Booyeembara skate park and North Fremantle Community 

Centre all had a high ‘don’t use’ score, these facilities are still of importance to respondents. 
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 Table 23  Importance of Community Centres and Spaces- Ranking 

Rank 
Importance of Community Centres and Spaces - Important 
+ Very Important 

% 

1 Fremantle Town Hall 79 

2 The Meeting Place 59 

3 Skate park - Esplanade Youth Plaza 58 

4 Hilton Community Centre (PCYC) 52 

5 Skate park - Booyeembara Park 43 

6 North Fremantle Community Centre 39 

7 Skate park - Beach Street 27 

8 Sullivan Hall 25 

9 Skate park – Gordon Dedman Park Skate Ramp 25 

 

The number of respondents who rated particular Community Centres and Spaces as ‘not 

important’ was generally low.  

 

Satisfaction with Community Centres and Spaces   

Considering ‘medium’ and ‘high’ levels of satisfaction with Community Centres and Spaces, 

the Fremantle Town Hall scored the highest satisfaction rating (66%) following by the 

Esplanade Youth Plaza skate park (51%), The Meeting Place (41%), Hilton Community 

Centre (35%) and Booyeembara skate park (24%). 

Table 24 Satisfaction with Community Centres and Spaces- Ranking 

Rank 
Satisfaction with Community Centres and Spaces - Medium 
and High 

% 

1 Fremantle Town Hall 66 

2 Skate park - Esplanade Youth Plaza 51 

3 The Meeting Place 41 

4 Hilton Community Centre (PCYC) 35 

5 Skate park - Booyeembara Park 24 

6 North Fremantle Community Centre 8 

7 Skate park - Beach Street 7 

8 Sullivan Hall 5 

9 Skate park – Gordon Dedman Park Skate Ramp 5 

 

When considering the ‘low’ satisfaction scores, Beach Street skate park scored the highest 

‘low ‘satisfaction scores at 13%, with ‘low’ satisfaction scores for the remained of Community 

Centres and Space relatively minor. 

 

Priorities for Community Centres and Spaces   

From the survey results, a priority order for Community Centres and Spaces improvements 

can be determine by combining the importance score (important and very important), usage 
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scores (every day to fortnightly) and the satisfaction score (low). On this basis, the top five 

priorities for improvement and development for Community Centres and Spaces should be: 

 Fremantle Town Hall 

 The Meeting Place 

 Esplanade Youth Plaza skate park 

 Hilton Community Centre (PCYC) 

 Booyeembara Park skate park 
 

Table 25  Community Centres and Spaces – Priority Ranking 

Rank 
Community Centres and Spaces  - 
Priority  Order for Improvement  

Importance 
Score 

Usage 
Score 

Low 
Satisfaction 

Score 

Overall 
Score 

1 Fremantle Town Hall 79 7 5 91 

2 The Meeting Place 59 7 6 72 

3 Skate park - Esplanade Youth Plaza 58 13 1 72 

4 Hilton Community Centre (PCYC) 52 6 1 59 

5 Skate park - Booyeembara Park 43 7 6 56 

6 North Fremantle Community Centre 39 2 2 43 

7 Skate park - Beach Street 27 0 13 40 

8 Sullivan Hall 25 0 6 31 

9 Skate park – Gordon Dedman Park Skate Ramp 25 1 0 26 

 

Comments on Community Centres and Spaces Priorities 

Respondents were asked what their top priorities were for new and existing Community 

Centres and Spaces opportunities and the following summary is provided below, with all 

comments from respondents provided in Appendix 4.  

 

New Community Centre and Space Opportunities 

 New purpose built community facility on Fremantle Park 

 Increase the number of skate parks 

 Facilities to cater for Seniors – ageing of the population 

 A safe permanent venue for youth cultural/musical events 

 Community gardens and cooking areas 

 

Existing Community Centre and Space Opportunities 

 Upkeep and expand skate parks 

 Improve and expand existing facilities  

 Improve the maintenances of all facilities 

 Improve the amenities at all facilities  

 Improve the standard and accessibility of facilities 

 Improve parking and safety in accessing facilities  

 Better parks and play spaces  
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6.4 Stakeholder Input 

State Sporting Associations 

32 State Sporting Associations were contacted and invited to present their views in the 

development of the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036. Their input has 

informed the recommendations outlined in this report. The full report can be found in 

Appendix 5. 

 

Local Sporting Clubs 

All local sporting clubs were invited to attend the community consultations and further 

individual consultations took place with user groups. Their future plans have been 

considered in the recommendations, the full report can be found in Appendix 5. 

7.0 Supply and Demand Analysis 

A comprehensive Supply and Demand Analysis has been undertaken to underpin the 

recommendations and development of the City of Fremantle’s Community Facilities Plan: 

Future Directions 2036. 

 

This has taken into account the key strategic drivers and outcomes, community facility 

planning framework, spatial analysis, community facility audit and the outcomes of the 

community needs assessment. 

7.1 Key Strategic Drivers and Outcomes   

Increasing and changing demand 

In the last five years, the City of Fremantle’s population has increased by 6.7%and is 

expected to grow by a further 33% by 2036 to 42,839. This increasing population will place 

growing pressure on existing community facilities and will generate an increasing demand to 

upgrade and build new community facilities. 

 

With much of this population growth expected to occur via urban infill, increasing densities 

and decreasing lot sizes will lead to increasing demand on active and passive public open 

spaces. 

 

The aging population will effectively double over the next 20 years (15% of the Fremantle 

residents will be over 70 by 2036) which will impact on access to facilities and services.  The 

Fremantle Age Friendly City Plan 2014 – 2015 aims to ensure that older people have equal 

access to facilities, as well as participate in community life. 

Considering current community needs and aspirations, it is predicted that demand will 

increase for: 

 

 Convenient access to short health and fitness activities. 

 Lifelong learning programs supporting the development of new skills. 

 Come and try activities, without the need for annual subscriptions 

 Afterhours access to activities and facilities for working residents. 

 More informal physical activities (E.g. walking, outdoor gym trails). 
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 Improving parks equipment (E.g. drinking fountains, seating, lighting) and better 

design (E.g. more natural shaded area) 

 Youth friendly spaces (E.g. integration of skate elements in existing parks). 

 Provide amenities for dog owners (E.g. play exercise equipment, fenced areas) 

 

Changing facility trends 

The traditional way local government has catered for community facilities is with single use 

and stand-alone facilities. While many of these facilities still exist and are used, there has 

been a major shift to multi-purpose facilities and creating community facility hubs, which can 

improve the use and viability of community facilities substantially. 

 

This trend will continue and requires an increasing focus on improving the capacity of single 

use facilities to cater for a multitude of uses. While with some community facilities this can 

be achieved to some extent, with most facilities significant redevelopment will be required. 

The multi-use hub concept is based on a common cluster of facilities and services and this 

can result in a sporting hub, recreation hub, community hub or cultural and arts, or an 

integrated hub that combines two or more community hub types.  

 

Multi-functional hubs can achieve many benefits, such as improved facilities and usage, 

more coordinated and integrated approaches to facility provision and greater community 

interaction and ownership. However, with the growing focus on providing multipurpose 

facilities and creating facility hubs, community facilities need to become much larger in scale 

and size. 

 

Current standard and capacity of community facilities 

A reasonably high proportion of community facilities were built well over thirty years ago to 

meet the needs of that era and given the demographic profile and needs of the community 

have changed considerably since this time, there are a number of older facilities that do not 

cater well for current or future needs, trends or standards.  

 

The low standard and limited size of facilities was also identified as a key issue impacting 

the growth and viability of sports clubs, in particular the lack of female change-room to cater 

for the increasing participation of females in traditional male sports such as AFL, cricket, 

soccer and rugby. 

 

The requirement for access for people with disabilities in the design of community and public 

buildings is well established. However, many of the City of Fremantle’s community facilities 

were built before this requirement was legislated and while many facilities have been 

retrofitted to maximise disability access where possible, this is an ongoing issue. 

 

The need to improve and increase the supporting infrastructure associated with community 

facilities, particularly at sports grounds and beaches was a major theme across the City of 

Fremantle. This most commonly related to facilities to increase community use such as 

public toilets, shade, seating, drinking fountains, BBQs, lighting and adequate parking, as 

well as other facilities and opportunities for informal physical activity, such as gym and 

fitness equipment, multiuse courts, walking, running and cycle paths and circuits. 
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Greater Investment in community facilities  

With a backlog of work required in upgrading and renewing existing community facilities and 

with the additional population expected, this will place growing pressure on available 

financial resources. This highlights the need for a sound rationale and strong evidence basis 

in determining priorities and allocating financial resources. 

 

In coming years, the City of Fremantle will be required to make a far great investment in 

community facilities to meet the increasing and changing community needs and addressing 

the largely inadequate and outdated nature of existing community facilities. This is also 

evident from the findings of the Community Perceptions Report 2015. 

 Community satisfaction with sporting and recreational facilities was up from 72% in 

2010, to 83% in 2015. However, the City’s score was well below the ‘industry 

average’. Improving community satisfaction with sporting and recreational facilities 

provided by the City of Fremantle to exceed ‘industry average’ is a ‘measure of 

success’ required in the Strategic Community Plan. 

 

 The level of community satisfaction with community buildings and halls could improve 

with the City of Fremantle behind the ‘industry average’ and significantly behind the 

‘industry high’. 

 

 The level of community satisfaction with facilities, services and care available for 

seniors in the City of Fremantle is very low, with one in four people dissatisfied. The 

City of Fremantle’s score is also significantly behind the ‘industry average’. 

 

 The level of community satisfaction with access to services and facilities for people 

with disabilities in the City of Fremantle is low, with 16% dissatisfied. City of 

Fremantle is marginally behind the ‘industry average’ and significantly behind the 

‘industry high’. 

 

The City of Fremantle is also financially challenged given that in comparison with all other 

Strategic Metropolitan Centres, the City has a much small rate base and even with 

government funding, this will not be adequate to meet the current and future community 

facility requirements. This will require the City of Fremantle develop a long term asset 

renewal plan for community facilities and investigate external funding and resources. 

 

Improving sustainability outcomes  

The City of Fremantle has a strong focus on sustainability and there is an increasing 

requirement to maximise ecological sustainable principles, in the design and operation of 

buildings and outdoor spaces, particularly in energy and water usage and management. 

 

This needs to be considered across all existing community facilities and in the 

redevelopment and provision of new facilities. This is required to be consistent with the City 

of Fremantle’s Strategic Community Plan and One Planet Strategy. 
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Increasing the viability of community facility provision 

Generally, all community facilities in the City of Fremantle operated at a financial loss to the 

City, which is not unusual for local government. However, given the City of Fremantle is 

facing a back log of requirements to upgrade and redevelop existing community facilities and 

to provide new facilities, increasing operating income and funding toward redeveloping 

existing facilities and providing new facilities needs to be maximised. 

 

This should also involve maximising the economic and tourism benefits of the provision of 

community facilities, activities and programs by not only increasing the usage and income 

derived from existing community facilities, but also in supporting and promoting large scale 

sporting and physical activity events that show case the facilities and character of Fremantle 

and bring visitors to the City.  

 

A key aspect of increasing the viability and longer term sustainability of community facilities 

is also in supporting and growing the viability of the organisations that use the City of 

Fremantle facilities, particularly sporting clubs and their specific challenges: 

 Lack of adequate facilities 

 Lack of volunteers, too few people doing all the work 

 Limited finances and challenges raising revenue 

 Increasingly challenging operating environment 

 Lack of strategic planning and operation  

 

While the City of Fremantle has and should continue to play an active role in developing the 

capacity of sporting clubs in dealing with these challenge, given that some clubs have been 

unable to increase membership, more radical approaches are needed, such as mergers, co-

location and shared infrastructure.  

 

The other key factor to achieving a more viable and cost effective provision of community 

facilities is the rationalisation of facilities that are surplus to current and future need. This is 

essential with the City of Fremantle facing a backlog of requirements to maintain and 

upgrade existing facilities and to develop new facilities. 

 

With an assessment of oversupply of three Lawn Bowls facilities and three to four lawn 

greens, a rationalisation of Lawn Bowls facilities is deemed essential and until this occurs 

the viability of all three facilities in the City and the East Fremantle Lawn Bowls will 

potentially continue to decline. Alternatively, the City could work with the clubs to diversify 

the use of bowling greens to cater for emerging sports.  

 

There is an assessed oversupply of seven tennis courts for the current population and an 

oversupply of five tennis courts for the future and on this basis, there should be no further 

expansion in courts in the City of Fremantle. Tennis West recommends that there should be 

a process of transitioning grass courts to hard courts, as hard courts are much more viable 

and cost effective. The City should not support any additional grass courts but as the current 

grass courts are maintained by the Fremantle Tennis Club, these courts should remain at 

this stage. Should the cost of maintaining grass courts become a financial viability issue for 

the Fremantle Tennis Club in the future the City should support the transition of grass courts 

to hard courts. 
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Future planning, development and management 

The City of Fremantle’s approach to planning and providing community facilities has largely 

been ad hoc in nature, responding to demands as they arise and looking at community 

facilities and community sites in isolation.  

 

The Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036 reflects a departure from this 

approach and considers community facilities in an overall and strategic manner. The plan 

also provides a clear hierarchy, standards and benchmarks and guiding principles for the 

future provision of community facilities within the City of Fremantle. 

 

With the demand for greater opportunities for participation in non-sporting and informal 

physical activity and alternative forms of sport and recreation, a far greater focus on sports 

and recreation development will be required. 

 

Facility management will also continue to become more sophisticated as the demand to 

cater for a wider diversity of uses increases, together with the need to maximise the use of 

existing facilities across a wider spectrum of time, other than peak demand periods. 

While a booking schedule is available for most community facilities, more detailed usage 

data for all community facilities, identifying the overall usage percentage is also required to 

improve the planning, management and development of community facilities. 

7.2 Sports Grounds 

Community Facility Hierarchy 

Based on the Community Facility Planning Framework the City of Fremantle’s sports 

grounds have been classified as follows. 

 

Neighbourhood 

 Bruce Lee Reserve 

 Gilbert Fraser Oval 

 Fremantle Park 

 Stevens Reserve 

 Horrie Long Reserve 

 Frank Gibson Park 

 

District - Combined 

 Dick Lawrence Oval 

 Hilton Park Soccer Ground 

 Hilton Park South (upper oval) 

 Ken Allen Field 

 

Regional 

 Fremantle Oval 
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Community Facility Planning Standards  

Neighbourhood Sports Grounds 

1: 7,000 people 

District Sports Grounds 

1: 30,000 – 40,000 people 

Regional Sports Grounds 

1: 90,000 – 140,000 people 

 

Community Facility Condition and Usage 

Bruce Lee Reserve 

Bruce Lee Reserve Clubrooms have an overall condition rating of 2.6 which falls into a 

condition grade of 3 ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’, with the public toilets rated the 

same. The reserve is used by Fremantle City Football Club and the Hilton Park Junior 

Cricket Club and the facilities are considered basic. 

 

Gilbert Fraser Oval 

The overall condition rating for the grandstand/hall/toilets is 2.8 and almost falls into a 

condition grade of 3 ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’, with the changerooms rated 

2.22, with a condition grade of 2 ‘Minor maintenance required plus planned maintenance’. 

The garage and gym are rated 2.44, with a condition grade of 2 and the public toilets and 

caretakers building, a condition grade of 3 ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’.  

Gilbert Fraser Oval is leased to North Fremantle Associated Clubs made up of AFL, Cricket, 

Fire Fighter Games and Dragon Boats. The grandstand is heritage listed and there has been 

a call to upgrade the change room facilities in Grandstand and club rooms to accommodate 

female teams. A commercial gym also operates from ground. 

 

Fremantle Park 

The Fremantle Park clubroom has an overall condition rating of 2.20, so a condition grading 

of 2 ‘Minor maintenance required plus planned maintenance’ would apply. Fremantle Park is 

used for AFL, Soccer and Cricket with an arrangement in place with the Christian Brothers 

College to use the grounds during school days. Bicton-Attadale Cricket Club has expressed 

interest in making Fremantle Park their home ground if they are unable to renew lease with 

City of Melville. A MOU has been requested between the City and the Portuguese Club who 

will take the ambulance site behind Fremantle Park and want to develop two soccer pitches 

on the raised section of Fremantle Park. It is also recognised that the park could be further 

utilised with the installation of park lighting. 

 

Stevens Reserve 

Stevens Reserve change-rooms has an overall condition rating of 2.17, so a condition 

grading of 2 ‘Minor maintenance required plus planned maintenance’ would apply. Stevens 

Reserve is used for cricket and hockey and while the Fremantle Hockey Club will relocate 

some teams to Cockburn, they still intend using Stevens Reserve as they currently do. 

Upgrades to the change-rooms and club rooms are required to bring these assets up to 

standard that matches the ground and the level of competition that is played at Stevens 

Reserve which is both District and Interstate competition. The improvements will allow clubs 

to develop female teams and the lighting needs to be upgraded to be compliant.  
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Horrie Long Reserve 

There are public toilets and no clubrooms at Horrie Long Reserve, with the overall condition 

rating 2.88, indicating a condition grading of 3 ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’. Horrie 

Long Reserve is currently has no sporting use and is limited by its small size. 

 

Frank Gibson Park 

There are a number of built facilities at Frank Gibson Park including change-rooms, 

clubrooms, toilets and a kiosk that have a condition rating of 2.60, 2.73, 2.88 and 2.56 

respectively, which would indicate an overall condition grading near 3 ‘Fair: significant 

maintenance required’. Frank Gibson Park is used predominantly for netball, overflow for 

soccer and personal training. Lighting has recently been upgraded so all hard courts are 

under lights and plans are currently underway to improve the built facilities with funding 

coming from the State Government and the Fremantle Netball Association. Upgrades to the 

toilets, power and water are also required. 

 

Dick Lawrence Oval 

Dick Lawrence clubrooms have an overall condition rating of 1.00 which indicates a 

condition grade of ‘1: Very Good: only planned maintenance required’. However the toilets 

have an overall condition rating of 3.33, falling into a condition grade of 3 ‘Fair: significant 

maintenance required’. Dick Lawrence Oval is used for junior AFL and cricket and is not a 

full sized AFL oval so can only accommodate juniors and there are also no cricket nets. 

Consideration should be given as part of a precinct masterplan for a full size AFL oval and 

cricket nets.  

 

Hilton Park Soccer Ground 

Hilton Park (middle oval) clubrooms have an overall condition rating of 2.17 which indicated 

a condition grade of 2 ‘Minor maintenance required plus planned maintenance’. This sports 

ground is used for football (soccer) and the club is working towards the National Premier 

League, this would impact on the current facility demands.  The club is expanding in 

membership and is looking at alternate training options to accommodate demand. This 

information along with the participation rates would be considered as part of the precinct 

masterplan. 

 

Hilton Park South (upper oval) 

Hilton Park (upper oval) clubrooms have an overall condition rating of 2.13 which indicates a 

condition grade of 2 Good: ‘Minor maintenance required plus planned maintenance’. 

However, the clubrooms are basic and not very inviting and the cricket nets are not up to 

standard or sufficient in number to meet demand. This information would be considered as 

part of the precinct masterplan. 

 

Ken Allen Field 

Ken Allen Field clubrooms have an overall condition rating of 2.17 which indicates a 

condition grade of 2 Good: ‘Minor maintenance required plus planned maintenance’. Ken 

Allen Field is used for rugby league and the club has spent over $20,000 on upgrades to the 

building and given lights are not compliant or do not work, upgraded lighting is required to 

host night games and higher level games. NRL WA and the Fremantle Roosters are 

currently considering relocating outside of the City of Fremantle. NRL WA has expressed 

interest in keeping Ken Allen Field and developing it as a high performance facility. 
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Fremantle City Football (soccer) Club have expressed an interest in using this ground, if the 

rugby league club were to relocate. This information would be considered as part of the 

precinct masterplan. 

 

Fremantle Oval 

There are over ten built facilities on Fremantle Oval and most of these have an overall 

condition rating that indicates condition grading of between 3 ‘Fair: significant maintenance 

required’ and 4 Poor: ‘significant renewal/rehabilitation required’ 

 

This is the home ground of South Fremantle Football Club and the City is keen to activate 

the space with community events with the departure of the Fremantle Dockers Football Club 

to Cockburn in July 2017. 

 

Supply and Demand 

The mapping and spatial analysis of existing sports grounds has formed a key element of 

the Supply and Demand analysis and the following map of existing sports grounds is 

provided. 
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Map 1 Existing Sports Grounds 
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Neighbourhood Sports Ground 

Neighbourhood Sports Grounds provide a multipurpose sporting surface to cater for 

generally two sports, senior and junior and also play a major role in providing informal 

opportunities for physical activity and recreation. 

 

Neighbourhood Sports Grounds provide three to four hectares in sports field and an overall 

site area of five hectares with a combined clubroom and change-room in the order of 600m2 

and associated facilities such as lighting and cricket nets, depending on the sports played. A 

play space, walking/running path, seating, BBQ and other facilities for physical activity and 

recreation, such as outdoor exercise equipment should also be included.  

 

Based on the Community Facility Planning Standards of one Neighbourhood level sports 

grounds per 7,000 people, a total of five Neighbourhood Sports Grounds would be required 

for the current population, with a total of six sports grounds required for the future population 

42,840. 

 

With the current provision of six Neighbourhood level sports grounds and given that a District 

level sports ground can also perform the function of a Neighbourhood Sports Grounds for 

the surrounding local area, it would appear that no further Neighbourhood level sports 

grounds are required. However, Horrie Long Reserve is not currently used for sporting use 

given its limited size and Frank Gibson Park is only used for soccer overflow when required 

and is also limited in size.  

 

With the existing four functioning Neighbourhood Sports Grounds and counting the District 

Sports Ground as a Neighbourhood level sports ground, this would equate to five 

Neighbourhood level sports grounds. 

 

However, with six Neighbourhood level sports grounds required for the 2036 population of 

42,840, there may be an increasing deficit of Neighbourhood level sports ground space, as 

the City of Fremantle’s population grows. This is likely to result in a growth in the 

participation in sporting clubs and some sporting grounds may not be able to cater for 

demand. 

 

When applying the Neighbourhood catchment criteria of a one kilometre radius around each 

sports ground, there are some areas which fall outside any catchment and hence there are 

locational gaps in the provision of sports ground.  

 

Given that the City of Fremantle is largely built out and there is effectively no prospect of 

developing new sports grounds, this highlights the need to maximise the existing field space 

on all reserves, such as extending the size of Dick Lawrence Oval to cater for senior sporting 

use by incorporating the adjacent POS area.  

 

In respect to the condition of the built and associated facilities on sports grounds, most 

overall condition gradings vary between 2 Good: ‘Minor maintenance required plus planned 

maintenance’ and 3 ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’, with public toilets commonly 

rated with a condition grading around 3. 

Generally, built and associated facilities at sports grounds are old, out dated and lacking, 

with most change-rooms and clubrooms small by today’s standards. It is also evident that 
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these factors are a limiting factor in the potential for growth, viability and sustainability of 

most clubs. The lack of female change-rooms and toilets prohibit the development of female 

teams, is an example of this. The need to upgrade and redevelop facilities at all sports 

grounds was a common theme throughout the Community Needs Assessment. 

 

Redeveloping the clubroom/change-rooms and associated sporting facilities at Stevens 

Reserve would be considered the first priority, followed by Gill Fraser Reserve and then 

Bruce Lee Oval. It is recommended that Improvement Plans be developed for all 

Neighbourhood Sports Grounds that take into account sporting use as well as community 

use and opportunities for physical activity and recreation, with the aim of creating sporting 

and community hubs. 

 

In respect to the Fremantle Park sports ground, given the planned redevelopment of the 

adjacent lawns bowls and tennis courts into a combined club and community centre facility 

and plans to upgrade the Fremantle Leisure Centre, the Improvement Plan for the Fremantle 

Park should occur within a Master Plan for the whole site. This will ensure a more integrated 

and strategic approach is taken, rather than an ad hoc approach addressing each 

component in isolation. 

 

In developing Improvement Plans for each Neighbourhood Sports Ground, the opportunities 

for accommodating new, emerging and niche sport and recreation pursuits should also be 

addressed.       

 

District Sports Ground 

District sporting grounds cater for a number of sporting codes at a junior and senior level and 

may include higher order competition and a higher standard of grounds and facilities. District 

sporting grounds also have a major role in provide opportunities for non-sporting informal 

physical activity and recreation. 

 

District sporting grounds generally cater for a population of 35,000 to 40,000 and in the case 

of the City of Fremantle, the whole LGA. Combined clubrooms and change-rooms would be 

in the order of 1,200m2, with sports fields in the order of 8 hectares and a site area of 14 

hectares.  

 

With a current population of 30,572 and 2036 population of 42,840 and based on the 

Community Facility Planning Standards, one District level sports ground would be required. 

The combined sports grounds of Dick Lawrence Oval, Hilton Park Soccer Ground, Hilton 

Park South (upper oval) and Ken Allen Field are in the order of 15 hectares have the 

capacity to address this. 

 

However, the standard and size of existing clubrooms and facilities fall considerably short of 

a District level standard and need to be redeveloped. Rather than looking at each sports 

ground, club and facilities in an individual context, a master plan for the entire site is 

recommended to ensure a more strategic approach is taken to developing this site as a 

District level sports ground.  

This should include maximising the use and configuration of the sporting fields and the 

redevelopment of the necessary clubroom, change-rooms and associated facilities and 
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maximising opportunities for new and wider sporting uses, as well as informal physical 

activity and recreation.  

 

Regional Sports Ground 

Regional Sporting Grounds provide large scale sporting grounds that cater for a wide range 

of sporting uses, or one/two higher order sporting codes and should also have a major focus 

for providing opportunities for non-sporting physical activity and recreation. 

 

Regional Sporting Grounds generally cater for a regional catchment that may include a large 

LGA in excess of 100,000, or a number of smaller LGAs. The size of the site can vary from 

20 hectares if a multiple number of sports are catered for or 5+ hectares if the ground caters 

for one or two premier level sports, as is the case with the Fremantle Oval. With the 

redevelopment of the Fremantle Oval, the need for one Regional level sports ground will be 

addressed. 
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Map 2  Proposed Sports Grounds 
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7.3 Recreation and Leisure 

Community Facility Hierarchy 

Based on the Community Facility Planning Framework the City of Fremantle’s recreation and 

leisure facilities have been classified as follows. 

Neighbourhood 

 Nil 

 

District 

 Samson Recreation Centre 

 Hilton Park Bowling Club 

 Fremantle Bowling Club 

 North Fremantle Bowling Club 

 Fremantle Tennis Club 

 Leighton Beach Public Facilities  

 Port Beach Public Facilities  

 Bathers Beach Public Facilities 

 South Beach Public Facilities 

 

Regional 

 Fremantle Leisure Centre 

 

Community Facility Planning Standards  

Neighbourhood Recreation and Leisure Facilities  

Not applicable 

District Recreation Centre 

1: 30,000 – 40,000 people 

District Lawn Bowls Facility 

1: 30,000 – 40,000 people 

District Tennis Facility 

1: 30,000 – 40,000 people 

Regional Aquatic and Leisure Centre 

1: 90,000 – 140,000 people 

  



Page | 61 

 

Community Facility Condition and Usage 

Samson Recreation Centre 

The Samson Recreation Centre has an overall condition rating of 2.09 which falls into a 

Condition grade 2 Good: ‘Minor maintenance required plus planned maintenance’ and 

consists of a single multi-purpose hall, a meeting room, kitchen, crèche and two hard-court 

tennis courts available for public hire.  

 

The centre is primarily hired out by both community and commercial groups and the current 

activities and programs include ladies netball competitions, senior’s badminton program, 

yoga, futsal soccer, table tennis, disability soccer and groups and Tae Kwon Do. 

 

Hilton Park Bowling Club 

The Hilton Park Bowling Club has an overall condition rating of 2.8 and almost falls into a 

Condition grade of 3 ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’. The clubroom is mainly used by 

bowls members, but is also hired out for community use and events. There are three greens 

and 74 pennant members at Hilton Park Bowling Club. The construction of the Men’s Shed 

was completed in 2016 and sits within its on licenced area, sharing the recently upgraded 

carpark with the bowling club.  

 

Fremantle Bowling Club 

The Fremantle Bowling Club has an overall condition rating of 2.73 and almost falls into a 

Condition grade of 3 ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’. The clubroom is mainly used by 

bowls members, but is also hired out for community use and events. There are three greens 

and 62 pennant members at Fremantle Bowling Club. Concept plans have now been 

designed for a shared-use club house for the Fremantle Bowling Club, Fremantle Lawn 

Tennis Club and the Fremantle Workers and Social Club. 

 

North Fremantle Bowling Club 

The North Fremantle Bowling Club has an overall condition rating of 2.8 and almost falls into 

a Condition grade of 3 ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’. The clubroom is mainly used 

by bowls members, but is also hired out for community use and events. There is one green 

which is only use for casual use. 

 

Fremantle Lawn Tennis Club 

The Fremantle Tennis Club has an overall condition rating of 2.64 and almost falls into a 

Condition grade of 3 ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’. The clubroom is mainly used by 

members, but is also hired out for social functions events. There are 10 grass courts and 3 

hardcourts. Concept plans have now been designed for a shared-use club house for the 

Fremantle Bowling Club, Fremantle Lawn Tennis Club and the Fremantle Workers and 

Social Club. 

 

Leighton Beach Public Facilities  

Leighton Beach public toilets and changerooms has an overall condition rating of 1.0 with a 

condition grading of 1 ‘Very good: only planned maintenance required’.  

 

Port Beach Public Facilities 

Port Beach public toilets and change-rooms have an overall condition rating of 1.0 with a 

condition grading of 1 ‘Very good: only planned maintenance required’.  
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South Beach Public Facilities 

The South Beach public toilets and change-rooms have an overall condition rating of 2.78 

and almost falls into a Condition grade of 3 ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’. 

 

The City of Fremantle will begin constructing a multipurpose sports court at South Beach in 

October 2017. 

 

Supply and demand  

The mapping and spatial analysis of existing recreation and leisure facilities has formed a 

key element of the Supply and Demand analysis. 

 

Recreation Centres 

District Recreation Centres are major facilities and provide a multipurpose indoor space for a 

wide variety of competitive sports including basketball, netball, volleyball, badminton, table 

tennis, indoor soccer, as well as a range of community interests and informal physical 

activity and fitness opportunities. District Recreation Centres cater typically contain four 

multi-marked indoor courts, group fitness rooms, gym, meeting and function rooms, café and 

lounge area and involves a large indoor space of 6,000m2 and a site area of 1.5 hectares. 

Based on the Community Facility Planning Standards of one District Recreation Centre per 

30,000 to 40,000, with a current population of 30,572 and a 2036 population of 42,840, the 

City of Fremantle would appear to justify the provision of one District Recreation Centre.  

 

However, with the provision of a District level recreation centre in Hamilton Hill, 

approximately two kilometres from the centre of the City of Fremantle and the Melville 

Recreation five kilometres away and the Lakeside Recreation Centre, as a major Regional 

level recreation centre about nine kilometres away, the City of Fremantle may need to further 

consider any future provision requirements and location.  

 

While the Samson Recreation Centre exists as a one court facility, this scale of recreation 

centre falls considerable short of what would be considered or required in a District level 

recreation centre. It is also now well recognised that building single court recreation centres 

offers limited opportunity to attract competitive teams and the income that can be derived 

from this. This is not assisted by the fact that there is no gym, fitness rooms and other 

potential income generating spaces, facilities or programs. 

 

Further, with the current and future population of Samson in the order of 2,000 people, this is 

considerably below the population requirement for a Neighbourhood or District level 

community facility. Consequently, there is considered an assessed  oversupply of recreation 

and community centre space to meet the current and future population of Samson although 

it is acknowledged that this centre provides a locally accessible community space. 

 

While the overall usage level Samson Recreation Centre would be considered relatively high 

at 75%, the centre is located on the eastern most edge of the City of Fremantle boundary. 

This is about 150 metres away from the City of Melville boundary and the suburb of Kardinya 

with a current and future population in the order 10,000 and about 300 metres from the City 

of Cockburn’s boundary and the suburb of Coolbellup with a current and future population in 

the order of 6,000 to 7,000. Hence, the Samson Recreation Centre is largely servicing a 

population that is outside the City of Fremantle. 
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This is supported by the Samson Recreation Centre’s 2016 survey of usage which indicates 

82% of people who use the centre live outside the City of Fremantle with the main users 

coming from the City of Cockburn (33%), City of Melville (20%) and City of Canning (13%). 

Hence, with such a small number of City of Fremantle residents using or gaining a benefit 

from Samson Recreation Centre, it could be considered that this has an unfair cost 

imposition on ratepayers.  

 

It would therefore be recommended that the City of Fremantle consider what the options are 

available for the future of the Samson Recreation Centre and its management.  

 

Lawn Bowls 

Lawn Bowls provide the opportunity for competitive and social bowls and are considered 

District level facilities and as such should cater for a population of 30,000 to 40,000, with two 

to four greens and a club room in the order of 400 m2 and a site area on about one hectare. 

With the City of Fremantle’s current population of 30,572 and a 2036 population of 42,840 

and based on the Community Facility Planning Standards of one Lawn Bowls facility per 

30,000 to 40,000, or one green per 12,000 people, there is a demand for three to four 

greens, or one lawn Bowls facility to meet the current and future population of the City of 

Fremantle. 

 

However, with three Lawn Bowls facilities and a total of seven greens, this is considered an 

oversupply of Lawn Bowls Clubs and greens within the City of Fremantle. This is highlighted 

by the fact that there are less than 150 residents playing Lawn Bowls, which equates to less 

than 0.5% of the City’s current population. 

 

In addition, all Lawn Bowls facilities in the City of Fremantle are within very close proximity to 

each other at between three and four kilometres. Further, with the East Fremantle Bowls 

Club less than three kilometres away from the North Fremantle Bowls Club and the 

Fremantle Bowls Club, this exacerbates this oversupply further. 

 

Under these circumstances, all Lawn Bowls clubs and greens within the City of Fremantle 

and the Town of East Fremantle will continue to struggle to remain viable and sustainable 

and this has been substantiated by the peak body for Lawn Bowls in Western Australia. 

 

It has been further highlighted that participation in competitive Lawn Bowls has continued to 

decline considerably over the last two decades and is likely to continue to do so. While there 

has been an increase the social or non-competitive participation in Lawn Bowls, this is not 

sufficient to justify three Lawn Bowls facilities and a total of seven greens within the City of 

Fremantle. 

 

This has also been identified as a key issue from the community and stakeholder 

consultation, with the need to rationalise or find alternative sport and recreation uses for the 

unused spaces within the current provision of Lawn Bowls within the City of Fremantle, 

considered a common theme and priority.  

 

While undertaking a potential rationalisation of Lawn Bowls facilities is beyond the scope of 

this study, this should occur to ensure the more effective, viable and sustainable provision of 
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Lawn Bowls facilities in the City of Fremantle and surrounding LGAs. This should address 

the location, membership, usage, financial viability and potential for growth in competitive 

and social bowls, as well as opportunities for wider community use of each facility. 
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Map 3 Existing Lawn Bowls 
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Tennis Courts 

Tennis Courts provide the opportunity for competitive and social tennis and are considered 

District level facilities and as such should comprise of eight to ten courts with a clubroom in 

the order of 400 m2 and a site area of about one hectare. 

 

With the City of Fremantle’s current population of 30,572 and a 2036 population of 42,840 

and based on the Community Facility Planning Standards of one Tennis facility for a 

population of 30,000 to 40,000, or one court per 4,000 people, there is a demand for one 

District level tennis facility and a total of between eight and ten tennis courts.  

 

There are ten grass tennis courts and three hard courts located at the Fremantle Tennis 

Club and a further two hard courts located at the Samson Recreation Centre. With a total of 

fifteen tennis courts, based on the Community Facility Planning Standards there would be 

considered a current oversupply of seven tennis courts and an oversupply of five tennis 

courts for the future population of the City of Fremantle. 

 

This oversupply is reflected in the very minimal use of the two tennis courts at the Samson 

Recreation Centre, although this is not assisted by the fact that the courts do not have a 

street presence, so this might affect awareness and use.   

 

Tennis West, the peak body for tennis in WA has also indicated there is a high level of 

provision of tennis court in City of Fremantle, Town of East Fremantle and City of Melville 

and the priority for future development is City of Cockburn. 

 

Local Government has traditionally built single or double public access courts to allow for 

causal tennis play for residents, this came about at a time when tennis clubs did not 

generally make their courts available for public hire. However, this has changed with most 

clubs allowing public hire of the courts, largely to remain viable and generate additional 

income. Hence, the provision of public access tennis courts is no longer supported.  

 

While participation in competitive tennis has been declining for both adults and children over 

the last ten years, according to Tennis West participation in casual and social tennis is 

growing and rather than building public access courts, tennis clubs need to welcome and 

promote community, social and casual use a lot more and this is considered essential to 

making tennis clubs more sustainable and viable. 

 

Tennis West also indicated that ideally grass courts should be transitioned to hard courts 

given the high annual maintenance cost for a grass court of $5,000 and the restricted use of 

during the year. Tennis West also indicated that the optimum size of a club is in the order of 

eight to ten courts given that larger tennis clubs with over ten courts, particularly grass courts 

are increasingly struggling to remain viable. 

 

It would therefore be recommended that no additional tennis courts be provided in the City of 

Fremantle and the City support the transition of existing grass courts to hard courts should 

Fremantle Tennis Club’s financial viability be at risk due to the cost of maintaining their grass 

courts.  
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Beaches – Public Facilities 

Public facilities at Beaches include change-rooms, toilets and other amenities, such as 

drinking fountains, walking paths, play spaces and dog facilities as well as other 

opportunities for physical activity, recreation and relaxation. 

 

With beaches in the City of Fremantle attracting use from a relatively wide catchment, public 

facilities at Beaches would be classified as District level facilities.  Given Beaches are natural 

features and the location, size and scale cannot be controlled, public facilities at Beaches 

are not included in the Community Facility Planning Standards.  

 

Therefore, it is important for the City of Fremantle to understand the current usage and 

demand for public facilities at Leighton Beach, Port Beach, Bathers Beach and South Beach, 

on an individual basis. 

 

This is particularly important given that the community engagement process has clearly 

indicated that improving public facilities at Beaches is by far the most important priority for 

the community. Further, behind the Fremantle Leisure Centre, South Beach followed by 

Leighton Beach, Port Beach and then Bathers Beach were the most frequently used 

community facilities according to the Community Survey. 

 

It is also apparent that while the City of Fremantle has developed new public facilities, the 

primary focus has been on change-rooms and toilets and a much wider range of public 

facilities should be provided. The scale of facilities provided also needs to increase to a more 

District level. 

 

When taking into account the overall importance, usage and satisfaction score, the priority 

for the development of public facilities at Beaches would be.  

 South Beach 

 Port Beach 

 Bathers Beach  

 Leighton Beach 
 

 

With South Beach public toilets and change-rooms almost falling into a Condition grade of 3 

‘Fair: significant maintenance required’, the redevelopment of existing facilities and provision 

of new public facilities at South Beach would be considered a clear priority, 

 

Rather than planning public facilities at beaches on an individual component basis, a more 

integrated strategic approach is required and this should reflect a place development and 

activation approach. Hence, the development of a master plan for the development of public 

facilities should occur at each Beach.  

 

Aquatic and Leisure Facilities 

An Aquatic and Leisure Centre is a major regional level facility that provides a range of 

aquatic facilities to cater for lap swimming, learn to swim, competitive swimming, 

hydrotherapy, water fitness as well as a gym and group fitness.  
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A Regional level aquatic and leisure centre typically contains a 50 metre pool, indoor 25 

metre pool, leisure pool, hydrotherapy pool, spa, sauna and steam room and also includes a 

café, crèche, meeting/activity rooms and function space and requires a built area of 6,000m2 

and a site area of three hectares. 

 

Based on the Community Facility Planning Standards of one Aquatic and Leisure per 

population of 90,000 to 140,000, because the City of Fremantle is a Strategic Regional 

Centre encompassing a population of over 100,000, a Regional level aquatic and leisure 

centre is required. 

 

While this is addressed by the Fremantle Leisure Centre, this centre is considered 

undersized for a Regional level aquatic and leisure centre with the built area less than half 

the 6,000m2 required and with a site area of two hectares, this is short of the three hectares 

required. 

 

This is well supported by the outcomes of the community and stakeholder engagement with 

many comments received about the limited and congested space of the gym, fitness rooms, 

café, entry and foyer, toilets and hydrotherapy pool.  

 

With the Fremantle Leisure Centre also identified as the most highly used of all community 

facilities, not surprisingly the need to redevelop and expand the Leisure Centre was widely 

identified as a high priority.   

 

The lack of facilities, activities and programs to cater for young teenagers was also identified 

as a gap and car parking was a common issue and in this respect a Regional level aquatic 

and leisure centre should be providing in the order of 250+ car bays. 

 

While the Fremantle Leisure Centre is struggling to cater for current demand, this situation is 

going to be exacerbated considerably with not only the City of Fremantle’s additional 

population, but also by the population growth of the regional catchment, estimated at a 

further 30,000 people over the next twenty years.  

 

Most of this population growth is going to be coming from Coogee - North Coogee (18,814) 

and Hamilton Hill (5,501), which are both in much closer proximity the Fremantle Leisure 

Centre than the City of Cockburn’s aquatic facility.      

 

Because of these factors, the upgrade and expansion of Fremantle Leisure Centre would be 

considered a very high priority. While the Ten Year Financial makes provision for stage 2 of 

the Leisure Centre upgrade stage in 2018/19 at a cost of $12m, the amount allocated to this 

should be reviewed to ensure this covers an increase in built space in the order of 3,000m2 

and an expansion in the site area in the order of one hectare. 

 

It is also considered essential that the future upgrade and expansion needs of the Fremantle 

Leisure Centre be consider in the broader context of the Fremantle Park site, the sporting 

ground and the plans that are currently being redevelop the lawn bowls and tennis facilities 

into a large combined community facility. 
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With a combine site area of 8.4 hectares this approach will ensure a more strategic 

approach to the development of this site, while looking at the overall site, rather than 

individual components in isolation.   

 

Table Tennis 

The Fremantle Table Tennis Club is currently a local level club and their request for 

exclusive use of a purpose designed facility in the order of 1,000m2 to cater for 12 tables 

with the capacity to expand 1,600m2 and 22 courts would be considered a Regional level 

facility. 

 

The Fremantle Table Tennis currently operates for 14 hours per week and provides four club 

sessions a week, with up to 40 players at each session, plus disabled sessions, and school 

coaching. However, there is a very limited capacity for growth at the Samson Recreation 

Centre and current availability of space would support this. 

 

The cost of a dedicated table tennis facility for the Fremantle Table Tennis Club is estimated 

at between $2million (1,000m2) and $3million (1,600m2), which does not include car parking 

and external works. 

  

With the participation in competitive table tennis constituting 0.2% of the population, if this 

was applied to the City of Fremantle population of 5+ year olds, the current number of 

residents that could be expected to play competitive table tennis would be 59 and 80 in 

2036. Hence, if the City of Fremantle were to build a district or regional scale table tennis 

facility, it is likely that the vast majority of players would come from outside the City. 

 

While this would suggest that the City of Fremantle’s current and future population would not 

justify the need for a dedicated Regional level table tennis facility, some local level provision 

is required. 

 

However, while a dedicated sole use facility could be justified for Regional level table tennis, 

a dedicated table tennis facility with exclusive use at the local level is difficult to justify and is 

unlikely to be financially viable or sustainable in the longer term. 

 

Fremantle Table Tennis Club’s requirement for exclusive use of a stand-alone facility is also 

in conflict the City of Fremantle’s Strategic Recreation Policy and the Community Facility 

Principles outline this plan which require facilities to be multi-purpose to cater for future and 

changing needs over time, with shared use facilities and multiuse facility hubs supported 

over single purpose facilities.  

 

Government funding sources also have a strong emphasis on multiuse and require 

organisations to demonstrate the need and demand and the financial feasibility and viability 

for any facility proposal with hard evidence. On this basis, the likelihood of achieving any 

funding toward the Fremantle Table Tennis Club’s proposal is considered low. 

 

Base on the above factors, the Fremantle Table Tennis Club’s proposal for exclusive use of 

a purpose designed facility in the order of 1,000m2 and 1,600m2 and 22 tables cannot be 

supported. 
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However, it would be recommended that the City of Fremantle continue to work with the 

Fremantle Table Tennis Club to address any opportunities to expand the current usage of 

Samson Recreation Centre by reconfiguring current uses and the allocation of space. 

 

The other option would be to consider the needs of the Fremantle Table Tennis Club within 

the proposed redevelopment of the sporting grounds and facilities at Hilton Park to establish 

a District level sporting hub. However, this would need to occur on the basis that Fremantle 

Table Tennis Club accept that a dedicated sole use table tennis facility cannot be supported 

by the City of Fremantle. 

 

Bridge 

The Fremantle Bridge Club operates for 25 hours per week and has 100 members and due 

to the redevelopment of the Fremantle Masonic Hall require an alternative venue and are 

seeking exclusive use of a space in the order of 250m2 

 

The cost of developing a facility of this size would be estimated at over $600,000, without 

taking into account car parking and external works. 

 

However, exclusive use at the local level to cater for 100 members is difficult to justify and is 

unlikely to be financially viable or sustainable, particularly with membership remaining static 

for the last three years. 

 

The Fremantle Bridge Club’s requirement for exclusive use of a dedicated bridge facility is 

also contrary to the City of Fremantle’s Strategic Recreation Policy and the Community 

Facility Principles outline this plan, which require facilities to be multi-purpose to cater for 

future and changing needs over time, with shared use facilities and multiuse facility hubs 

supported over single purpose facilities. 

  

With Government funding sources maintaining a strong preference for multifunctional 

facilities where the need and financial feasibility and viability is clearly established, the 

likelihood of achieving government funding toward a dedicated bridge facility is considered 

low. 

 

However, it would be recommended that the City of Fremantle continue to work with the 

Fremantle Bridge Club to identify any opportunity to accommodate the club on a shared use 

basis within an existing community centre.  

 

Futsal Soccer 

In recent years, the participation in competitive and social Futsal has been growing with an 

increasing number of courts being provided within the metropolitan area. While the 

preliminary plans to develop two outdoor futsal courts by the Fremantle City Football at 

Hilton Park is supported, an initial assessment by City of Fremantle’s recreation and parks 

staff does not support the proposed location. 

 

Given that the development of a District level sports ground at Hilton Park with the combined 

sports grounds of Dick Lawrence Oval, Hilton Park Soccer Ground, Hilton Park South (upper 

oval) and Ken Allen Field is recommended in this plan, the Fremantle City Football Club’s 
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proposal should be considered in conjunction with the development of a Master Plan for this 

site. 

7.4 Community Centres 

Community Facility Hierarchy 

Based on the Community Facility Planning Framework the City of Fremantle’s community 

centres have been classified as follows. 

Neighbourhood 

 North Fremantle Community Centre 

 Sullivan Hall 

 

District  

 The Meeting Place 

 Hilton Community Centre (PCYC) 

 

Regional 

 Fremantle Town Hall 

 

Community Facility Planning Standards  

Neighbourhood Community Centres  

1: 7,000 people 

District Community Centres 

1: 30,000 – 40,000 people 

Regional Community Centre  

1: 90,000 – 140,000 people 

 

Community Facility Condition and Usage 

North Fremantle Community Centre 

The overall condition rating of the North Fremantle Community is 2.18 which falls into a 

condition grading of 2 - ‘Good: minor maintenance required plus planned maintenance’. 

However, the roofs, hydraulics, mechanical and electrical aspects of the building have a 

condition grading of 3 – ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’.   

 

The North Fremantle Community Centre is used three evening a week and on Saturdays 

and accommodates ballet and other dance forms, children’s activities, yoga, spiritual and 

personal development programs. 

 

Sullivan Hall 

The overall condition rating of the Sullivan Hall is 2.80 which would fall into a condition 

grading of 3 - ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’, with the roof rated with a condition 

grading of 4 – ‘Poor: significant renewal/rehabilitation required’.  

 

The Sullivan Hall is used five evenings a week and on Saturday and Sundays and 

accommodates a number of dance forms, choir practice, yoga and relaxation, karate and 

self-defence courses 
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Hilton Community Centre (PCYC) 

The overall condition rating of the Hilton Community Centre (PCYC) is 2.18 which would fall 

into a condition grading of 2 - ‘Good: minor maintenance required plus planned 

maintenance’. However, the roof, hydraulics, mechanical and electrical aspects of the 

building have a condition grading of 3 – ‘Fair: significant maintenance required.   

 

Hilton Community Centre is very well used and has 4,500 visits a month and provides a wide 

range of recreation and sporting programs and social programs for disengaged youth. 

 

The Meeting Place 

The overall condition rating of The Meeting Place is 2.27 which would fall into a condition 

grading of 2 - ‘Good: minor maintenance required plus planned maintenance’. However, the 

fittings/finishes, floor finishes, hydraulics, mechanical and electrical aspects of the building 

have a condition grading of 3 – ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’. 

 

The Meeting Place is well used and provides and wide variety of activities and program, with 

a strong focus on lifelong learning. 

 

Fremantle Town Hall 

The overall condition rating of the Fremantle Town Hall is 1.33 which would fall into a 

condition grading of 1 - ‘Very Good: only planned maintenance required’, with the 

superstructure having a condition grading of 3 – ‘Fair: significant maintenance required’ 

 

The Fremantle Town Hall is reasonably well used and caters for large events and 

exhibitions. 

 

Supply and Demand 

The mapping and spatial analysis of existing community centres has formed a key element 

of the Supply and Demand analysis and the following map of existing community centres is 

provided. 
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Map 6  Existing Community Centres 
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Neighbourhood Community Centres 

Neighbourhood Community Centres provide a multipurpose community building to cater for 

a range of social, personal development, health, lifestyle and creative activities and 

programs and cater for all age groups and abilities and are a vital resource for creating and 

building a sense of community. 

 

Neighbourhood Community Centres should be in the order of 600m2 with a site area of 

5000m2 and typically include a large hall space (100+ people), activity rooms, meeting 

rooms, lounge area, kitchen and outdoor play area, courtyard and BBQ area. 

 

Based on the planning standard of one Neighbourhood level community centre per 7,000 

people, a total of five neighbourhood community centres would be required for the current 

population of 30,572, with a total of six neighbourhood community centre required for the 

future population 42,840. 

 

With the current provision of three Neighbourhood Community Centres and one District level 

community centres which can also serve as a Neighbourhood level community centre for the 

surrounding local area, there could be considered a gap of one Neighbourhood Community 

Centre to meet current need and a future gap of two Neighbourhood Community Centres. 

While the Fremantle Town Hall has some capacity the address the current deficit of one 

Neighbourhood level community centre and future deficit of two Neighbourhood level 

community centres, this is considered limited given the Fremantle Town Hall largely caters 

for stage and theatrical performances, musical, wedding receptions, gala dinners, corporate 

functions, expos, exhibitions and lectures and seminars. Hire costs are also considered 

probative for community groups and activities and programs normally associated with a 

Neighbourhood Community Centre. 

 

When applying the Neighbourhood catchment criteria of a one kilometre radius around each 

centre, there are some areas which fall outside any catchment and hence there are 

locational gaps in the provision of community centres. (See Map 6) 

 

Beaconsfield, particularly the western part is one of these areas and with a current 

population of 5,257 and 2036 population of 7,151, Beaconsfield justifies the provision of a 

Neighbourhood level community centre. 

 

While Samson appears as a locational gap, the Samson Recreation Centre, which is 

mapped as a Recreation and Leisure Facility, largely addresses this gap.  

 

With Fremantle having a current population of 8,719, forecast to grow to 16,210 by 2036, 

there is considered a shortage of community centre space in Fremantle, which will increase 

significantly as the population grows. Particularly given the limited function of the Fremantle 

Town Hall as a Neighbourhood level community centre 

 

This can be addressed by ensuring there is significant community centre space within the 

redevelopment of the Fremantle Library and by the provision of community centre space 

which is proposed in the redevelopment of the Fremantle lawn bowls and tennis facilities. 
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The Meeting Place is located in South Fremantle and the size of the building and site are 

small and reflect the scale of a residential house and lot and is well under what would 

normally be required for a Neighbourhood level community centre.  

 

The building is also old and is not a purpose designed community centre and therefore has 

some functional limitations due to this and also has no capacity for expansion and there is 

no on-site parking. To ensure better usage of the limited space, a review of the layout and 

design needs to be undertaken to increase the capacity of The Meeting Place to better meet 

current and future demand. 

 

The North Fremantle Community Centre is situated on the same site as the North Fremantle 

Bowls Club and both facilities are old and out of date and there is limited integration and 

connectively between these facilities and the local park that is also on this site.  

 

The size and scale of the North Fremantle Community Centre is well under what would 

normally be required for a Neighbourhood level community centre. With North Fremantle’s 

population forecast to increase from 3,549 to 5,227 by 2036, this centre should be 

redeveloped into a modern community centre to better meet the needs of the current and 

future population. This should occur in conjunction with a Master Plan for the whole site, 

while also considering the future of the North Fremantle Bowls facilities.      

 

The Sullivan Hall is well over 50 years old and consists of a relatively small hall, stage area 

and kitchen and would be considered undersized and a poor design for a Neighbourhood 

community centre by today’s standards. How well this hall meets current and future needs 

will always be limited because of this and the redevelopment of Sullivan Hall into a more 

effective community centre is required to address this. 

 

District Community Centres 

District Community Centres are large scale multipurpose community centres that cater for 

the higher order social and community needs generated from the surrounding 

neighbourhoods and cater for a diverse range of universal activities and programs and may 

also accommodate office space for NGOs.  

 

District Community Centres should be in the order of 1,500m2 with a site area of one hectare 

and typically include a large hall space (200+ people), stage, activity rooms, meeting rooms, 

seminar/training rooms, creative spaces, café and lounge area, commercial kitchen and 

outdoor courtyard, play space and BBQ area.  

 

The Hilton Community Centre (PCYC) provides a wide range of programs and activities with 

a strong focus on young people and also hires space out for community uses. While the 

centre has limited spare capacity during the day, after school and into the evening the centre 

is heavily utilised. To better cater for current and future demand, opportunities to expand or 

better utilise existing space should be addressed and the PCYC propose that in the future 

the existing outdoor courts be redeveloped into an indoor two court multiuse stadium. 
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Regional Community Centres 

A Regional level community centre is a large scale multifaceted building capable of catering 

for higher order community centre facility requirements including major events, programs 

and activities and office space for regional community service providers.  

 

Regional Community Centres are in the order 2,500m2 with a site area of 1.5 to 2 hectares 

and typically include a large hall space (400+ people), stage and performance facilities, 

exhibition space, function space, activity rooms, meeting rooms, café and lounge area and 

office space. 

 

Based on the planning standard of one Regional level community centre per 90,000 to 

140,000, as a strategic regional centre a Regional Level Community Centre is required. This 

can be addressed in part by the Fremantle Town Hall due to its function and design and with 

the provision of community centre space within the redevelopment of the Fremantle Library. 
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Map 7 Proposed Community Centres 
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7.5 Youth friendly spaces and skate parks 

The City of Fremantle has an award winning skate park at the Esplanade Youth Plaza 

(EYP). While youth friendly spaces within the City of Fremantle consist of largely skate 

environments it is important to consider offering a range of activities to cater for various 

needs of the youth demographic.  

 

Community Facility Hierarchy 

Based on the Community Facility Planning Framework the City of Fremantle’s skate parks 

have been classified as follows: 

 

Neighbourhood 

 Booyeembara Park - White Gum Valley 

 Gordon Dedman Park - North Fremantle 

 Beach Street - Fremantle   

 

District  

 Nil 

 

Regional 

 Esplanade Youth Plaza 

 

Community Facility Planning Standards  

Neighbourhood Skate parks  

1: 7,000 people 

District Skate parks 

1: 30,000 – 40,000 people 

Regional Skate parks  

1: 90,000 – 140,000 people 

 

Supply and demand 

The mapping and spatial analysis of existing skate parks has formed a key element of the 

Supply and Demand analysis and the following map of existing sports grounds is provided. 
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Map 8  Existing Skate parks 
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Neighbourhood Skate parks 

Neighbourhood Skate parks provide one to two structures and typically feature a bank, 

ledge, stair set, rail, or a single transitional form with shade, seating and water fountain. 

 

Based on the planning standard of one Neighbourhood level skate park per 7,000 people, a 

total of five skate parks would be required for the current population of 30,572, with a total of 

six neighbourhood community centre required for the future population 42,840. 

 

With a current supply of three Neighbourhood level skate parks and given that Esplanade 

Youth Plaza, as a regional level facility can also function as a Neighbourhood level skate 

park for the immediate surrounding population, based on the Community Facility Planning 

Standards there would be considered a current gap of one and a future gap of two 

Neighbourhood level skate parks. 

 

However, the spatial analysis indicates there is a current and future gap of three 

Neighbourhood level skate parks and it is proposed that this should be address by: 

 A new Neighbourhood level skate park in Beaconsfield to be located in the ‘Heart of 

Beaconsfield’ redevelopment. 

 

 A new Neighbourhood level skate park in the POS associated with South Beach to 

be incorporated in the proposed Master Plan for South Beach. 

 

 A new Neighbourhood level skate park on Hilton Park  

 

While the satisfaction with the Fremantle Youth Plaza ranks very highly, the need to improve 

the existing the three Neighbourhood Skate parks also ranked highly across all aspects of 

the across the community needs assessment. The priority order for the development and 

improvements of existing Neighbourhood Skate parks would be: 

 Booyeembara Park - White Gum Valley 

 Beach Street - Fremantle   

 Gordon Dedman Park - North Fremantle 

 

District Skate parks 

District Skate parks provide one main structure or three to four smaller structures and 

typically feature a bank, ledge, stair set, rail, or a single transitional form and a mix of terrain 

styles. Associated amenities should include shade, seating, water fountain and access to 

public toilets. 

 

Based on the Community Facility Planning Standards of one District level skate park per 

30,000 to 40,000 people, one District Skate park would appear to be required to meet the 

current and future population. 

 

While there are currently no District level skate parks in the City of Fremantle, the Esplanade 

Youth Plaza as a Regional level facility, has the capacity to function as a District level skate 

park for the surrounding neighbourhoods. 
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However, there is a major locational gap in the provision of District level skate parks, with 

most of Beaconsfield, Hilton, O’Connor and Samson not only having poorer access to the 

Esplanade Youth Plaza as a Regional and a lack of a District level skate park, there are also 

no Neighbourhood level skate parks in Hilton, O’Connor, Samson or South Fremantle,   

 

To address this, while a new Neighbourhood level skate park is recommended on Hilton 

Park, this should be upgraded to a District level skate park to address this deficit.  

 

Regional Skate parks 

Based on the Community Facilities Planning Standard of one Regional level skate park per 

90,000 to 140,000 people, there is no requirement for any further Regional level skate parks. 

7.6 Recommendations and Implementation 

The following recommendations have emerged from the detailed Supply and Demand 

analysis. A timeframe has been indicated for each. This should be considered a guide and a 

detailed Community Facilities Implementation Plan should be developed taking into account 

the City’s Asset Management Strategy, the available financial resources and the indicative 

costings.  

 

The identified priorities over the next ten years should be reflected in the City’s Ten Year 

Financial Plan. 

 

Timeframe glossary: 

 Short term: 1 – 5 years 

 Medium term: 5 – 10 years 

 Long term:  10+ years  

 

Sports Grounds 

1. Conduct a lighting infrastructure audit on all sporting grounds and develop a lighting 

plan to ensure that all active reserves are lit to standard that is both compliant with 

training and competition lux for various sporting codes and service levels agreed by 

the City of Fremantle. All new and upgraded lighting infrastructure projects should 

consider the addition of smart technologies to assist with the environmental and 

financial viability. The lighting plan should be included as part of the Asset Facility 

Audit base. 

 

Timeframe 

Lighting Infrastructure Audit   Short term 

Lighting Upgrade Plan   Medium term 

 

2. Maximise opportunities for traditional, emerging and informal sport and recreation by 

developing the Hilton Park and Fremantle Park areas into Fremantle’s Sporting 

Precincts. Hilton Park precinct should include Dick Lawrence Oval, Hilton Park 

Bowling Club, Ken Allen Field, Hilton Park and Hilton Park Soccer Ground. Fremantle 

Park Precinct should include the Fremantle Leisure Centre, Fremantle Sport and 

Community Centre and Fremantle Park. 
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Timeframe 

Feasibility study      Short term 

Design and implementation    Medium term 

 

3. Develop Improvement Plans taking into account reserve classification, building 

provision standards, heritage value, sporting use as well as providing greater 

opportunities for informal physical activity and recreation for the greater community. 

 

Timeframe 

Reserve Reserve Classification Timeframe 

Stevens Reserve Neighbourhood Reserve  Medium term 

Gill Fraser Neighbourhood Reserve Medium term 

Bruce Lee Neighbourhood Reserve Long term 

 

4. Assist with the delivery of upgraded club and administration facilities for Fremantle 

Netball Association at Frank Gibson Park, as per the grant outcome of the recent 

2017 CSRFF funding round. 

 

Timeframe 

Club and Administration Facility Upgrade  Short term 

 

5. Consider partnerships with local schools, in particular Fremantle College, to develop 

shared use agreements for active sporting grounds. The vision and masterplan 

processes used for the “Heart of Beaconsfield” should be used to develop more 

linkages with school open space.   

 

Timeframe 

Shared use agreements with education facilities  Long term 

 

6. Prepare a Master Plan for Fremantle Oval that investigates opportunities to maximise 

community use as a regional sports ground and community space.  

 

Timeframe 

Fremantle Oval Master Plan     Short/Medium term 

Fremantle Oval Implementation Plan   Long term 

 

Recreation and Leisure 

7. Improve public facilities at City beaches in the following order 

 South Beach 

 Port Beach 

 Bathers Beach  
 

Timeframe 

South Beach Implementation    Medium term  

Port Beach Implementation    Long term 

Bathers Beach Implementation   Long term 
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8. Redevelop the Fremantle Leisure Centre (FLC) by  increasing the built area and 

footprint of the site to more adequately meet current and future needs in conjunction 

with a Master Plan for Fremantle Park 

Timeframe 

Fremantle Leisure Centre redevelopment plan Short term 

Redevelopment implementation FLC   Medium term 

9. Continue to liaise with the Fremantle Public Golf Course regarding the widening of 

High Street and potential changes to the golf course site. Consider supporting the 

tenant in their quest for alternative financial investment. 

Timeframe 

Implementation     Long term 

 

10. Examine what options are available for the future of the Samson Recreation Centre. 

Timeframe 

Implementation      Medium term 

11. Investigate alternative sport and recreation opportunities that will activate 

underutilised Lawn Bowls facilities and assist clubs with this transition. This should 

address the location, membership, usage, financial viability and potential for growth 

in competitive and social bowls, as well as the potential for wider community use of 

each facility. 

Timeframe 

Implementation     Short term 

12. Inform the clubs that requests for exclusive use purpose designed facilities cannot be 

supported unless the request is substantiated by a sound business case. In line with 

Community Sport and Recreations Facility Fund (CSRFF) priority will be given to 

projects that lead to facility sharing and rationalisation. Multi-purpose facilities 

reduce infrastructure required to meet similar needs and increase sustainability.  

 

13. City of Fremantle continues to work with clubs to identify any opportunities to 

accommodate the club on a shared use basis within existing facilities and consider 

each club as stakeholder for consultation purposes for any future shared use facilities 

developed within the city.   

Timeframe 

Implementation     Short term 
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Community Centres 

14. Consider a new Neighbourhood level community centre in Beaconsfield within the 
‘Heart of Beaconsfield’ redevelopment area. This should take into consideration 
alternative management models and functionality of the Fremantle College recreation 
centre. 
 

Timeframe 
Implementation      Long term 

15. Improve functionality of The Meeting Place by installing modern audio-visual 

technology into all rooms available for hire and smart technology for access control. 

Capacity and functionality of the centre could be increased by creating 

indoor/outdoor space to rear of the centre. 

Timeframe 

Install new technologies     Short term 

Implement improvements    Long term 

 

16. Strengthen the community hub on the current site of the North Fremantle Community 

Centre, Lawn Bowls facilities and Gordon Dedman Park. 

Timeframe 

Develop Master Plan     Long term 

Implement Master Plan    Long term 

 

17. Consider internal upgrades to Sullivan Hall to improve functionality as community 

hub with the surrounding area. 

Timeframe 

Develop plan       Long term 

Implementation      Long term 

18. Support the expansion of the Hilton Community Centre (PCYC) to better cater for 

current and future needs. This to include a new indoor multi-court facility in place of 

the outdoor courts and a relocation and expansion of their “safe space” to the rear of 

the building. 

Timeframe 

Financial contribution      Short term 
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Skate parks and Youth Spaces 

19. Upgrade and improve existing Neighbourhood Skate parks in the following priority. 

 Booyeembara Park - White Gum Valley 

 Beach Street - Fremantle   

 Gordon Dedman Park - North Fremantle 
 

Timeframe 

Booyeembara Park Skate park    Medium term  

Beach Street Skate park     Medium term 

Gordon Dedman Skate park     Long term 

 
 

20. Consider developing a new Neighbourhood level youth friendly space in Beaconsfield 

to be located as part of the ‘Heart of Beaconsfield’ redevelopment. 

Timeframe 

Develop a youth friendly space   Long term 

21. Address the gap of a district level youth friendly space that may expand on current 

urban sports in Hilton, O’Connor and Samson by considering a youth friendly space 

in the Hilton Park sporting precinct.  

Timeframe 

Develop a youth friendly space   Medium term 

22. Ensure that the Esplanade Youth Plaza (EYP) remains a premier skate and youth 

facility by upgrading the skate facilities and introducing new elements on a regular 

basis and by activating the surrounding area with other youth activities and services. 

Timeframe 

Upgrade EYP facilities    Medium term 
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https://www.facebook.com/87064712375/photos/10153253826527376/


Page | 1 
 

Community Facility Planning Standards 
 

 

Sports Grounds Function and Description Planning and Design Criteria Ratio 
Regional Sporting Ground Regional Sporting Grounds provide large scale sporting 

grounds that cater for a wide range of sporting uses, or 
one/two higher order sporting codes and are also a major 
focus for providing opportunities for non-sporting physical 
activity and recreation. 
 
Regional Sporting Grounds generally cater for the whole LGA 
and all or part of the surrounding LGAs.  

• Catchment 6km radius 
• Street frontage on all sides  
• Lighting 
• Main combined club room (2) and change rooms (2) – 1,600m2 
• Two minor club room and change rooms – 400m2 each 
• Public toilets, playspace, walking paths, gym equipment 
• 350+ car bays 
• 15 ha sports field 
• Site area 20ha 
• Located in close proximity to major roads, public transport, cycle paths 
 

1:90,000 – 140,000 

District Sporting Ground 
 
 

District Sporting Grounds cater for a number of sporting 
codes, junior and senior and are also a major focus for 
providing opportunities for non-sporting physical activity and 
recreation 
 
District Sporting Grounds generally cater for the whole LGA 
and the immediate suburbs surrounding the LGA. 

• Catchment 3km radius  
• Street frontage on all sides 
• Lighting 
• Combined club room and change rooms – 1,200m2 
• Public toilets, walking paths,  playspace, gym equipment 
• 150+ car bays 
• 8ha sports field  
• Site area 14ha 
• Located in close proximity to major/district roads, public transport, cycle 

paths 
 

1:30,000 – 40,000 

Neighbourhood Sport Ground Neighbourhood Sport Grounds provide a multipurpose 
sporting surface to cater for generally two sports, senior and 
junior and also have a major role in provide opportunities for 
non-sporting informal physical activity and recreation.  
 
Neighbourhood Sport Grounds generally cater for the 
surrounding local area(s) 
 

• Catchment 1 km radius 
• Street frontage on all sides 
• Lighting 
• Combined club room and change rooms – 600m2 
• 80+ car bays 
• Walking paths, playspace, gym equipment 
• 3.0ha to 4.0ha sports field  
• Site area 5ha 
• Located in close proximity local roads, public transport, cycle paths  

1:7,000 

 



Page | 2 
 

 

Recreation and Leisure Function and Description Planning and Design Criteria Ratio 
Aquatic/Leisure  Centre 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A combined Aquatic and Leisure Centre is a major regional 
level facility that provides a range of aquatic facilities to 
cater for lap swimming, learn to swim, competitive 
swimming, hydrotherapy, water fitness as well as a gym 
and group fitness.  
 
While a regional level aquatic/recreation centre can also 
contain indoor courts, Fremantle Leisure Centre does not 
contain indoor courts. 
  
A combine aquatic/recreation centre caters for the whole 
LGA and all or part of the surrounding LGAs  
 
 

• Catchment 6km radius 
• Heated outdoor pool 50 metres   
• Indoor 25 metre  lap pool (1-2) 
• Leisure pool 
• Hydrotherapy pool 
• Spa, sauna, steam room 
• Crèche 
• Café 
• Gym and groups fitness rooms 
• Meeting/activity rooms, function space 
• 250+ car bays 
• Building area – 6,000m2 
• Site area 3ha 
• Located in close proximity to major roads, public transport, cycle paths 
 

1: 90,000 – 140,000 

Indoor Sports and Recreation 
Centre 

District Recreation Centres are major facilities and provide 
a multipurpose indoor space for a wide variety of 
competitive and social sports including basketball, netball, 
volleyball, badminton, table tennis indoor soccer.  
 
District level Recreation centres also cater for a range of 
fitness, health and recreational activities and also provide 
space for large scale community and culture events  
 

• Catchment 6km radius 
• 4 multi marked indoor courts  
• Gym 
• Group Fitness and Training Room  
• Changerooms 
• Function/meeting rooms 
• Crèche 
• Café, lounge area  
• Building area – 5,000m2 
• 160 car bays 
• Site area – 1.5ha 
• Located in close proximity to major roads, public transport, cycle paths 
 

1:30,000 – 40,000 
 

Tennis Courts District Tennis Courts provide the opportunity for 
competitive and social tennis.  

• Catchment 3km radius 
• 8 -10 courts 
• Lighting  
• Club room and change room – 400m2 
• 30 car bays 
• Site area – 1.0ha 
• Located in close proximity to major roads, public transport, cycle paths 

 
 

1:30,000 – 40,000 
 
1 court: 4,000 
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Recreation and Leisure Function and Description Planning and Design Criteria Ratio 
Outdoor Netball Courts District Outdoor Netball Courts provide the opportunity for 

competitive netball and social netball 
• Catchment 3km radius 
• 8 -10 courts 
• Lighting  
• Club room and change room – 400m2 
• Site area – 1.0ha 
• 30 car bays 
• Located in close proximity to major roads, public transport, cycle paths 
 

1:30,000 – 40,000 
 
Court 
1 court: 4,000 

Lawn Bowls Lawn Bowls provide the opportunity for competitive and 
social lawn bowls  
 

• Catchment 3km radius 
• 2-4 greens 
• Lighting  
• Club room and change room - 400m2 
• 30 car bays 
• Site area – 1.0ha 
• Located in close proximity to major roads, public transport, cycle paths 

 

1:30,000 – 40,000 
 
1 green: 12,000 

 

Community Centres and Spaces Function and Description Planning and Design Criteria Ratio 
Regional Community Centres 
 
 

 

A regional level Community Centre is a large scale 
multifaceted building capable of catering for regional level 
and higher order community centre facility requirements. 
This should include a large hall/function space that can 
cater for major events, meetings and programs and a 
diverse range of other spaces and facilities. 
 
A regional level Community Centre and can also contain 
office spaces for community service providers. 
 
Regional level Community Centres may also have the 
capacity for theatre/performing arts and other art forms 
where a regional performing arts centre does not exist. 
 

• Catchment 6km radius 
• Hall/function space 400 people 
• Stage change rooms, green room 
• Smaller, rehearsal, studio spaces 
• Bar and lounge/function area 
• Meeting rooms 
• Activity spaces  
• Exhibition space 
• Training rooms 
• Office space for community service providers 
• 300 car bays 
• Building area – 2,500 m2 
• Site area – 1.5 -2.0ha 
• Located in close proximity to major roads, public transport, cycle paths   

 
 

1: 90,000 – 140,000 



Page | 4 
 

 

Community Centres and Spaces Function and Description Planning and Design Criteria Ratio 
District Community Centres District Community Centres are large scale multipurpose 

community centres that cater for the higher order social 
and community needs generated from the surrounding 
neighbourhoods.    
 
District community centres cater for a diverse range of 
universal activities and programs and may also 
accommodate targeted, or specialist services and 
programs. 
  
 
 
 
 

• Catchment 3km radius 
• Large hall/venue space (200+ people) 
• Meeting rooms  
• Activity rooms 
• Seminar/training room 
• Creative spaces 
• Youth space 
• Foyer, café, lounge area 
• Outdoor play space 
• Courtyard and BBQ area 
• 140 car bays 
• Building area – 1,500 m2 
• Site area – 1.0ha 
• Located in close proximity to major roads, public transport, cycle paths.   

 

1:30,000 – 40,000 
 

Neighbourhood Community 
Centres 
 

Neighbourhood Community Centres provide a 
multipurpose community building to cater for a range of 
social, personal development, health, lifestyle and creative 
activities and programs.  
 
Neighbourhood Community Centres cater for all age 
groups and are a vital resource for creating and building a 
sense of community and cater for the surrounding local 
area(s) 

• Catchment 1km radius 
• Large hall/venue space (100+ people) 
• Small meeting room (1) 
• Activity rooms (2) 
• Foyer, lounge area 
• Outdoor play area, courtyard and BBQ area 
• 80 car bays 
• Building area – 600 m2 
• Site area – 0.5ha   
• Located in close proximity local roads, public transport, cycle paths 
 

1:7,000 

Regional Skate Parks 
 

Regional Skate Parks provide a facility for skateboards, in-
line skaters and freestyle BMX riders. 
 
Regional level skate parks are large high level facilities to 
cater for a variety of age and skill levels and clinics and 
major competition.  

• Catchment 6km radius 
• Spectator area 
• Shade shelters 
• Drinking fountains 
• Seating, picnic tables, BBQs 
• Access to public toilets 
• Provided within regional parks or reserves 
• Located in close proximity to major roads, public transport, cycle paths.   
 

1:90,000 – 140,000 
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Community Centres and Spaces Function and Description Planning and Design Criteria Ratio 
District Skate Parks 
 

District Skate Parks provide a facility for skateboards, in-line 
skaters and freestyle BMX riders. 
 
District level skate parks are generally medium size facilities 
that can cater for a variety of age and skill levels and clinics 
and competition. 

• Catchment 3km radius 
• Shade shelter 
• Drinking fountains 
• Seating 
• Access to public toilets 
• Provided within District level parks or sports grounds 
• Located in close proximity to major roads, public transport, cycle 

paths.   
 

1:30,000 – 40,000 

Neighbourhood Skate Parks 
 

Neighbourhood level skate parks provide a facility for 
skateboards, in-line skaters and can also include freestyle 
BMX riders. 
 
Neighbourhood level skate parks are generally small 
facilities to cater for the surrounding local area.  
 

• Catchment 1km radius 
• Shade shelter 
• Drinking fountains 
• Seating 
• Located in close proximity local roads, public transport, cycle paths 
 
 

1:7,000 
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1. Introduction 

The City of Fremantle is in the process of developing a Community Facilities Plan: Future 

Directions 2036 with the aim of obtaining a detailed understanding of the current and future 

community facility needs and to develop a plan to guide the provision of community facilities 

over the next twenty years. There are five stages of work involved in developing the plan. 

 Stage 1 - Demographic analysis and implications 

 Stage 2 - Community facility planning framework 

 Stage 3 - Community need assessment 

 Stage 4 - Supply and demand analysis 

 Stage 5 - Prepare community facilities plan 

 

This review of the City of Fremantle’s existing strategies, plans and policies is the first task of 

the Community Needs Assessment and this report provides an overview of the following 

relevant documents and identifies the community facility issues and drivers and the needs 

and gaps that are relevant to the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036.  

 Strategic Community Plan 2015 – 2025 

 One Planet Strategy 

 Long Term Financial Plan 2012/13 – 2021/22 

 Economic Development Strategy 2015 – 2020 

 Freo 2029 Transformation Moves 

 Community Perceptions Report 2015 

 Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment 2011  

 Strategic Recreation Policy  

 Strategic Recreation Plan 2011 - 2015 

 Strategic Recreation Plan 2014 – 2015 

 Fremantle Park Sport and Community Centre Project 

 Fremantle Oval Redevelopment 

 Access and Inclusion Plan 2016 - 2020 

 Aboriginal Engagement Plan 2015 

 Green Plan 2020 

 Youth Plan 2012 – 2015 

 Age Friendly City Plan 2014 - 2015  
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2. City and Organisation 

Strategic Community Plan 2015 – 2025 
The Strategic Community Plan 2015 – 2025 is the City of Fremantle’s overarching strategic 

document and all corporate, organisational and strategic plans and policies must be 

consistent with this plan.  

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

In preparing the Strategic Community Plan, the City of Fremantle embarked on an extensive 

community visioning and engagement project, Fremantle 2029 and close to 1,000 people 

attended five major workshops and three stakeholder forums during 2013-14.  

The Strategic Community Plan was developed based on the key themes distilled from the 

various discussions, ideas, issues, needs and priorities identified by participants throughout 

the visioning process. The Strategic Community Plan established the following overarching 

vision for the City of Fremantle. 

Fremantle: a destination city 

A city that is clever and creative, inspiring and inclusive. 

A city that welcomes and celebrates all people and cultures. 

A city that encourages innovation, prosperity and achievement. 

A compassionate city that cares for the wellbeing of our people and the environment we 

share. 

A city that thrives on diversity, that dares to be different - and delivers on its promises. 

The Community Strategic Plan 2015-25 encompasses seven strategic focus areas and the 

Community Facilities Plan: Future Direction 2036 is relevant to achieving the following 

outcomes and objectives in three of these strategic focus areas. 

Places for people 

Create great spaces for people through innovative urban and suburban design. 

Outcome  

Fremantle has high quality urban and suburban environments for everyone to enjoy. 

Objective 

 Places and spaces are designed to be actively used throughout the day and night by 

everyone. 

 

Measure of success 

 Invest in ways to deliver high quality public spaces for multiple uses. 
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Outcome  

Fishing Boat Harbour precinct redevelopment – expanding a much loved visitor precinct. 

Objective  

 An expanded harbour area will provide a variety of marine, entertainment, 

recreational and tourism related uses that are well linked to the city centre via 

Bathers Beach, a potential new ocean pool, the Esplanade Reserve and an 

extension of Norfolk Street across the rail line. 

 

Measure of success 

 Develop proposal for an ocean pool at Bathers Beach. 

 Esplanade Master Plan implemented by 2020. 

 Extension of Norfolk Street implemented by 2020 

Health and happiness 

Creating an environment where it is easy for people to lead safe, happy and healthy lives. 

Outcome 

A city that celebrates and actively supports diversity. 

Objective 

 Improve community inclusiveness and participation. 

 

Measure of success 

 Increased participation in community life for all. 

 

Outcome 

A healthy and active environment for the community to enjoy. 

Objective 

 Enhance the health and wellbeing of people who live, work and visit Fremantle. 

 Support formal and informal sporting activities. 

 

Measure of success 

 Improve community satisfaction of sporting and recreational facilities provided by the 

City of Fremantle to exceed industry average. 

 Parks and open spaces are within walking distance for all residents. 

 There is a diverse range of parks and open spaces provided 
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 Environmental responsibility 

Develop environmentally sustainable solutions for the benefit of current and future 

generations. 

Outcome 

 All City controlled buildings, activities and public places will be more energy efficient 

and energy will increasingly be delivered by renewable technology.  

 

Objective 

 Continue carbon neutral status with less reliance on offsets. 

  Promote building energy efficiency and deliver energy with renewable technologies. 

 

Measure of success 

 All buildings, structures (including street lighting and stationary energy sources), and 

activities within the operational control of the City of Fremantle will be ‘net zero 

carbon’ by 2025 with a substantially reduced reliance on offsets. 

 

Outcome 

The City will reduce and optimise water usage in its buildings, facilities and public open 

space. 

Objective 

 Manage water usage through minimisation and reuse strategies. 

 

Measure of success  

  Measured improvements in water use at City of Fremantle facilities by 2020. 

  Implementation of ‘fit for purpose’ water supply options for the City’s green spaces. 

 

Outcome  

The City will have walkable access to green spaces for recreation. 

Objective 

 Ensure best practice open space design is applied in an integrated way for existing 

and new public open space. 

 

Measure of success 

 Improve resident and worker access to functional public open space within a 

walkable catchment by 2020. 
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One Planet Stratgey 
The City of Fremantle adopted the One Planet Fremantle Strategy 2014/15 – 2019/20 in 

2014, which aims to create a future where it is easy, attractive and affordable for people to 

lead happy and healthy lives within a fair share of earth's resources and is based on ten One 

Planet Principles. 

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

One Planet Fremantle Strategy contains the following two principles that are relevant to the 

Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036. 

Zero carbon 

All buildings and structures (including street lighting and stationary energy sources) within 

the operational control of the City of Fremantle will be ‘net zero carbon’ by 2020; powered 

and heated by a combination of on and off site renewable energy and /or fully carbon offset.  

 Expand renewable energy program to include all feasible buildings and facilities by 

2020. 

Sustainable water 

The City of Fremantle will measure its annual water use and set targets for absolute 

reduction in line with best practice benchmarks or at least 25% by 2015 against a recent 

baseline year and 50% by 2020. 

 Develop assessment of all public open space (active and passive recreation) and 

assess for onsite water storage or grey water re-use feasibility by Dec ember 2015. 

 

 Install real time water metering readers on top 10 water usage sites by Dec ember 

2015. 

 
 
 

  

http://www.fremantle.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/sharepointdocs/One%20planet%20Fremantle%20strategy-C-000307.pdf
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Green Plan 2020 
The Green Plan 2020 is adopted as a corporate strategy to support the delivery of the City of 

Fremantle’s Strategic Community Plan and recognises increasing research and evidence 

shows open and green space have a positive effect on physical activity and health, 

community sociability, the local economy and ecology.  

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

The Green Plan 2020 identifies the following challenges and opportunities that are relevant 
to the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2026. 

Population Growth 

In 2001, the City had a population of approximately 24,200 which has grown to 30,883 in 

2014 and is projected to continue to grow to 36,263 in 2031. Increasing urbanisation to 

match population growth means more “hard” space in the form of roofs and roads and 

intensifying the use of existing green spaces. This presents the challenge of: 

 Mitigating the social and economic effects of the built form e.g. increased heat and 

increased water runoff and water pollution. 

 

 Safeguarding existing POS and other green spaces from development. 

 

 Creating new, usable POS through structure planning and subdivision process to 

meet the needs of the existing and future community. 

 

 Developing innovative collaborations on how other urban land can be used by the 

community where structure planning and subdivision process mechanisms do not 

apply. In a highly urbanised area such as the city, existing POS, particularly large 

land parcels such as those used for organised sport, are essential to the local and 

wider community and must be retained and enhanced. 

Urban Form and Public Land 

There are established controls for POS and landscaping requirements through subdivision 

and structure planning processes. The challenge lies in how to provide green space in areas 

of high density or where there are gaps in the existing network outside of structure plan 

areas. Opportunities lie in how to use local and State government land in innovative ways to 

provide new and functional green spaces. 

Level of public open space 

Analysis of POS access provision indicates that, generally the community has good access 

to POS, under the state planning policy of hectares per resident provision model. 

 The suburb of Fremantle has the largest amount of POS area at 131 hectares. 

 

 The residential suburbs of White Gum Valley and Hilton – O’Connor have the lowest 

amount of POS at 1.12 hectares and 3.7 hectares respectively. 
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 The current standard of POS provision through state planning policy is 3.36 hectares 

per 1000 residents. The City currently has a higher provision at 3.5 hectares per 

1000 residents. 

 

 Projected population growth indicates the provision of a POS ratio may be reduced to 

3.28 hectares per 1000 residents by 2031.  

 

 This could result in a potential shortfall of 0.22 hectares across the City, which could 

be addressed through structure planning and subdivision processes. 

Water Security 

It is important for the City to consider ways in which water for green spaces will be managed 

in light of reduced rainfall, finite groundwater resources, a drying climate, atmospheric 

moisture deficits and increasing water demand. In 2013, the City adopted a Water 

Conservation Strategy to manage water resources, which includes implementing staged 

water management actions for all City properties and recreation facilities. 

Implementation and Review 

The Green Plan 2020 has an implementation plan and the following actions and projects are 

relevant to the Community Facility Plan: Future Directions 2036. 

 Investigate and identify options for accessing functional POS in the priority areas of 

Beaconsfield, Hilton, O’Connor, White Gum Valley and North Fremantle. 

 

 Pending the outcome of the above, design and construct new POS and/or open 

space in the priority areas of Beaconsfield, Hilton, O’Connor, White Gum Valley and 

North Fremantle. 

 

 Investigate and identify options to improve the quality and/or expand functional POS 

within 400m of future high density (R60 or above) development. 
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Long Term Financial Plan 2012/13 – 2021/22 
The City of Fremantle’s Long Term Financial Plan 2015 - 2024 is required by the Local 

Government Act (1995) and is a ten year financial view of the City’s delivery of services, 

projects and facilities for the community. 

The Long Term Financial Plan provides an estimate of the major projects and projected 

revenue and expenditure streams for 2015 to 2925. These estimates allow the City to 

program works and services for the community in a timely and holistic manner to ensure it is 

attainable and affordable. 

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

The Long Term Financial Plan 2015 - 2024 contains a number of community facility 

commitments that are relevant to the plan. 

 Leighton Beach new kiosk - $1.2m (2015/16) - Completed 

  

 Hilton Park Men’s Shed - $350k (2015/16) - Completed 

 

 Victoria Pavilion renewal - $550k (2014/15, 2015/16) - Completed 

 

 Hilton Reserve Building Upgrade - $750k (2015/16) – Not Completed 

 

 Gil Fraser Pavilion renewal - $180k (2015/16) - Completed 

 

 Town Hall renewal stage 1 - $2m (2016/17) - Completed 

 

 Fremantle Park upgrade - $4.5m (2018/19) – Not Completed 

 

 Leisure Centre upgrade stage 2  - $12m (2018/19) – Not Completed 

 

 Bruce Lee Reserve hydro-zoning irrigation upgrade - $150k – Not Completed 

  

 Bruce Lee Reserve playspace - $80,000 - Completed    
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Economic Develeopment Strategy 2015 – 2020 
The City of Fremantle’s Economic Development Strategy 2015-2020 aims to build on the 

success of the previous strategy and to continue the momentum already gathered towards 

Fremantle’s revitalisation.  

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

The Economic Development Strategy 2015-2020 identified a number of key consdierations 

which have informed the development of the strategy and the following two key 

consdierations are relevant to the Community Facilties Plan: Future Directions 2036. 

 National and global competition to attract residents and knowledge-based workers 

has intensified in recent years. The City of Fremantle recognises that Fremantle’s 

lifestyle and liveability factors are important drivers of regional competitiveness. 

 

 This means that drivers of economic prosperity such as such social capital, social 

diversity and a stimulating urban environment are now seen as major factors in 

driving Fremantle’s competitiveness, along with more traditional factors. In practice, 

this means that we must continually invest in improving its urban environment to 

support the attraction and retention of residents and workers to Fremantle. 

 

The implementation plan for the Economic Development Strategy 2015-2020 identifies the 

following projects that are relevant. 

Fremantle Oval Redelevopment (2017-18) 

 Following the Fremantle Oval sporting precinct study, redevelopment of the precinct 

will begin. 

 

 Redevelop the precinct in accord with the outcomes of the Fremantle Oval Sporting 

Precinct Study. 

 

 Work with the State Government, private sector and all other major stakeholders to 

redevelop the site. 

Ocean Pool Feasibility Study (2019-20) 

 An opportunity exists to develop an ocean pool as part of uniting the city with a 

reinvigorated waterfront. 

 

 Use of the ocean for recreational pleasure is at the core of the Australian lifestyle 

however due to a range of environmental changes and fluctuations in recent years, 

use of the ocean for recreational activities has presented varying public safety 

concerns. 

 

 The City will review the feasibility of current plans for the development of an ocean 

pool and work with developers/architects interested in developing the concept to 

ensure any such development meets the needs of the community and provides a 

sustainable outcome for Fremantle’s marine environment. 
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Freo 2029 Transformation Moves 
The City of Fremantle prepared the Freo 2029 Transformational Moves document following 

the Fremantle 2029 Community Visioning Project and the development of the Fremantle 

Activity Centre Structure Plan to bridge the gap between strategic thinking and the 

realisation of change on the ground. 

Freo 2029 Transformational Moves is based on three key strategic directions outlined below. 

 Economically and socially revitalise the core area of the centre, particularly to 

increase its working and residential populations. 

 

 Protect and enhance the liveability and identity of the centre, and to better integrate 

with a reinvigorated waterfront. 

 

 Improve connectivity throughout and beyond the centre for all city appropriate modes 

of movement. 

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

From the above three key strategic directions the Freo 2029 Transformational Moves 

document identifies five ‘transformational moves’, two of which are relevant to the 

Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036.  

Waterfront 

 Bathers Beach – improving access, facilities and activation at Bathers Beach 

 

 Ocean Pool 

Fremantle Oval Precinct  

 Stan Reilly site - Options for redevelopment of the former Stan Reilly site include 

affordable housing, integration with the oval’s sporting uses and/or the hospital, and 

public parking for visitors to the precinct. 

 

 Fremantle Oval - Reinforcement of the oval as the sporting centre of the city following 

the relocation of the Fremantle Football Club out of Fremantle. 

 

 New connections - New street and pathway connections to and through the precinct 

to improve access to existing attractions and to potential development sites within the 

precinct. 
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Community Perceptions Report 2015 
The City of Fremantle undertakes regular Community Perceptions Studies with the purpose 

of evaluating the City’s performance against the seven strategic imperatives of the Strategic 

Community Plan and the most recent survey occurred in 2015. 

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

The Community Perceptions Report 2015 contains the following results that are relevant to 

the Community Facilities Plan: Future Plan 2036. 

Sporting and recreational facilities 

 83% of respondents are satisfied, up from 72% in 2010 

 Very satisfied  44% 

 Satisfied    39% 

 Neutral   8% 

 Dissatisfied  8% 

 Benchmarking % very satisfied 

- Council score  44% 

- Industry high 72% 

- Industry average 52%  

Community buildings and halls 

 68% of respondents are satisfied, same in 2010 

 Very satisfied  29% 

 Satisfied    40% 

 Neutral   23% 

 Dissatisfied  9% 

 Benchmarking % very satisfied 

- Council score  29% 

- Industry high 55% 

- Industry average 34% 

Parks and other green spaces 

 80% of respondents are satisfied, up from 76% in 2010 

 Very satisfied  45% 

 Satisfied    34% 

 Neutral   10% 

 Dissatisfied  10% 

 Benchmarking % very satisfied 

- Council score  45% 

- Industry high 76% 

- Industry average 57%  
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Services and facilities for youth 

 74% of respondents are satisfied, up from 53% in 2010 

 Very satisfied  31% 

 Satisfied    43% 

 Neutral   15% 

 Dissatisfied  11% 

 Benchmarking % very satisfied 

- Council score  31% 

- Industry high 45% 

- Industry average 26%  

Services and facilities for families 

 79% of respondents are satisfied, up from 74% in 2010 

 Very satisfied  34% 

 Satisfied    45% 

 Neutral   12% 

 Dissatisfied  9% 

 Benchmarking % very satisfied 

- Council score  34% 

- Industry high 53% 

- Industry average 36% 

Facilities, services and care available for seniors 

 60% of respondents are satisfied, up from 59% in 2010 

 Very satisfied  23% 

 Satisfied    36% 

 Neutral   16% 

 Dissatisfied  24% 

 Benchmarking % very satisfied 

- Council score  23% 

- Industry high 57% 

- Industry average 40% 
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Access to services and facilities for people with disabilities  

 69% of respondents are satisfied, up from 65% in 2010 

 Very satisfied  27% 

 Satisfied    42% 

 Neutral   16% 

 Dissatisfied  16% 

 Benchmarking % very satisfied 

- Council score  27% 

- Industry high 51% 

- Industry average 33%  
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3. Facilities and Infrastructure  

Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment 2011  
The aim of the Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment in 2011 was to provide short, 

medium and long term recommendations to address the key issues impacting the provision 

of recreation facilities, programs and open space, to allow Council to make evidence based 

decisions. 

Considerable community and stakeholder engagement occurred including a household 

telephone survey of 300 residents, club and school surveys, children’s survey, stakeholder 

interviews and five focus groups targeting older people, people with disabilities, culturally 

and linguistically diverse people, Aboriginal people and sporting groups.  

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

The Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment identified the following key issues, trends, 

recommendations and actions that are relevant to the Community Facilities Plan: Future 

Directions 2036.  

Participation in sport, recreation and physical activity 

Both the State and Federal Governments support increased participation in recreation, sport 

and physical activity. Core benefits that flow to communities with high levels of participation 

in sport and active recreation are: 

 Health benefits 

 Social capacity and cohesion 

 Economic benefits 

 Education and lifelong learning 

 Pursuit of excellence 

 

The most popular physical activities in the City of Fremantle are identified below and in 

contrast to this, the most popular team sports had participation rates of 2% or less. 

 Walking 

 Swimming 

 Cycling 

 Aerobics/calisthenics/gym exercise 

 

Participation in sport and physical recreation is lower among people:  

 with a disability 

 long term health condition 

 with low English language proficiency 

 people from non-English speaking countries 

 Aboriginal people 
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The demographic profile of Fremantle suggests: 

 The needs of disadvantage population groups and area of highest disadvantage 

must be address. 

 

 There is an increasing demand to cater for an ageing community. 

 

 Attention must be placed on a sense of ‘place’, multipurpose centres or ‘hubs’ that 

link and co-located social and recreation activities and social support services. 

 

 There is a need to communicate with residents with little or no English language. 

Sporting clubs key issues and challenge 

The Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment identified the key issues and challenges facing 

sporting clubs from the clubs survey and focus groups.  

 Aging and low standard facilities 

 Lack of volunteers 

 Limited funding 

 Lease terms and conditions 

 Relationship between clubs and elected members and staff of the City of Fremantle 

Higher priority and investment 

Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment concluded that higher budgeting priority is required 

to maintaining existing facilities, particularly local parks, coastal parks and linear trails. The 

key implications from the survey is the importance of public open space, the support for 

maintaining these areas and recognition that funding open space areas will provide benefits 

to a large proportion of the community. 

Trends and impacts 

The Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment identified the following factors that will have an 

impact on the future provision and demand for recreation and sporting the City of Fremantle. 

 There is significant population of older adults, which is likely to become more 

vociferous and demanding. 

 

 Children’s participation in sporting activities remains relatively high, and is likely to do 

so in the future. 

 

 Participation in organised sport by young people is constrained by the fact that many 

have part time/casual employment. 

 

 The trend is for ‘convenience’ sport and physical activity, such as walking, cycling, 

swimming and fitness programs which are also non-competitive and can be easily 

undertaken by all sections of the community. 
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 Some sections of the community have special recreation needs (eg CaLD, older 

adults, Aboriginal people, and people with disabilities). 

 

 Community expectations regarding the quality of facilities have increased and this is 

likely to continue. 

 

 Clubs are finding it harder it attract and retain volunteers, sport and recreation is 

being privatised and the cost of participation is increasing. 

Priority Areas 

To improve the provision of recreation, sport and physical activity opportunities, four priority 

areas were identified in the Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment. 

 Continued investment in the physical infrastructure is required to ensure Fremantle 

Leisure Centre does not lose its attraction and becomes dated. 

 

 Potential exists to enhance larger parcels of open space by developing them as 

multifunctional areas. In particular the development of quality play spaces in major 

open space nodes will increase the effective use of City of Fremantle resources by 

consolidating facilities. 

 

 Sporting clubs need to increase membership to remain financially viable. Given that 

some clubs have been unable to increase membership, suggests that more radical 

approaches are needed, such as mergers or co-location and shared infrastructure. 

 

 Potential exists to expand existing trails and create linkages between trails and to 

open spaces or areas of cultural or historical interest. Linear trails when well 

designed and appropriately interpreted offer significant benefits to both residents and 

visitors. 

Recommendations 

The recommendations from the Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment that are relevant to 

the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036 are highlighted below. 

 A detailed review of Fremantle Leisure Centre, including a master plan, feasibility 

study and business plan, be undertaken to determine the most appropriate 

development/redevelopment/renovation of the Centre.  

Priority: High / Timeframe: Short term 

 

 The City’s leasing policy be reviewed and based on a series of principles. 

 Priority: High / Timeframe: Short term 

- Leased areas which are for the exclusive use of the lessee will be fully maintained 

at the cost of the lessee. This will primarily apply to buildings, specialist sporting 

facilities (i.e. bowling greens) and fenced areas. 
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- Leased areas which allow community access will be maintained at the joint cost of 

the lessee and the City as lessor, and reflect the extent of use by the lessee and 

the general community. Thus the City will contribute to the cost of maintaining 

playing fields which are not fenced with lockable gates, and available for 

community use at times not used by the lessee. 

 

- The term of the lease will be sufficient to justify any capital expenditure on the 

asset (return on investment/payback period) and to allow a lessee to obtain 

finance (if required). 

 

- Clubs will have the option to lease buildings and use sporting areas on a seasonal 

hire basis. It is understood that this change in policy will require seasonal hire 

rates to reflect full cost recovery of maintenance costs. 

 

- Regular inspections will be conducted by the City of all leased assets to ensure 

they are being adequately maintained. 

 All leases on sporting areas which have expired be renegotiated, based on the 

leasing policy outlined above. 

Priority: Medium / Timeframe: Medium to Long term 

 

 The City supports a strategic review of, and undertaken by, tennis and bowls clubs 

with a view to a merger of clubs.  

Priority: High / Timeframe: Short term 

 

 The City supports a strategic review of, and undertaken by, tennis and bowls clubs 

with a view to converting turf greens and courts to synthetic surfaces.  

Priority: Low / Timeframe: Medium to Long term 

 

 New leases for tennis and bowls clubs are renegotiated when the club(s) can 

demonstrate long term financial viability.  

Priority: Low / Timeframe: Medium term  

 

 Condition audits of all buildings and infrastructure be undertaken to determine the 

extent of refurbishment or redevelopment, and the cost of such works.  

Priority: Medium / Timeframe: Short to Medium term  

 

 A priority list of works be compiled using the following criteria: 

 Priority: Medium / Timeframe: Short to Medium term  

- Level of use and community support 

- Access for all 

- Operational sustainability 

- Adaptability and flexibility 

- Encourages a more active community 

- Tourism 

- Environmental sustainability 

- Quality of facility 
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 A funding cocktail including the City, State or Federal grant or sponsorship and 

lessee funds be created to finance the works.  

Priority: High / Timeframe: Ongoing 

 

 Ongoing communication is maintained with hockey, netball and indoor sports 

regarding the future development of their facilities.  

Priority: Low / Timeframe: Ongoing 

 

 Direct management and volunteer recruitment and retention assistance is provided to 

clubs through the City of Fremantle recreation and community development staff, 

training programs and information. 

Priority: Low / Timeframe: Ongoing 

 

 City of Fremantle staff continue working with relevant stakeholders to reduce the 

barriers to participation in recreation, sport and physical activity for people with 

special recreation needs.  

Priority: Low / Timeframe: Ongoing 
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Strategic Recreation Policy 
The City of Fremantle adopted a Strategic Recreation Policy in November 2011 and the 

objective of the policy recognises local government plays an important role in facilitating and 

supporting participation in recreation and physical activity through its planning and 

development activities and the provision and management of facilities and services. 

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

The Strategic Recreation Policy is relevant to the Community Facilities Plan: Future 

Directions 2036 as it provides the definitions and a set of principles to allow the City of 

Fremantle to plan effectively to meet the current and future recreational needs of the 

community. The policy also outlines the criteria for establishing funding priorities and 

contains a number of relevant key policy statements identified below. 

Recreation Definition  

In the context of this policy, recreation is defined as any activity undertaken for the purpose 

of physical activity at any of the following settings: 

 Public open space 

 Parks 

 Beaches and foreshore 

 Facilities 

 School and tertiary institution 

 Clubrooms and facilities 

 Sport courts 

 Community Centres 

 Recreation Centre 

 Defined active transport pathways and trails 

 

The following settings are excluded from the framework: 

 Libraries 

 Arts Centre 

 Service Clubs 

Principles for Provision of Recreation and Sport   

 Accessibility 

- Ensure recreation facilities are accessible, high quality, safe and fit for purpose.  

- Sites at strategic locations across the city are built up to ensure universal access. 

 Diversity 

- A wide range of recreation settings are available to the community. 
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 Flexibility 

- Recreational programs are flexible, affordable and equitably distributed across the 

municipality. 

 Sustainability 

- The quality of recreation programs, services and facilities are maintained for future 

generations. Opportunities for partnerships are pursued activity. Environmental 

values are maintained. Planning for recreation services, programs and facilities is 

coordinated across local governments within the South West region. 

Criteria for establishing funding priorities 

The City will assess and prioritise all recreation infrastructure projects using the criteria 

outlined below: 

 Level of use and community support 

 Access for all 

 Operational sustainability 

 Adaptability and flexibility 

 Tourism 

 Environmental sustainability 

 Quality of facility 

Facility Hierarchy 

The Strategic Recreation Policy also states that the City will implement a hierarchy of 

recreation and sports facilities which will include all types of recreation and sport facilities 

and open space areas within the Fremantle Local government area.  

The City will also implement a hierarchy of recreation and sport facilities as per definitions. 

The City will use the hierarchy to assist in determining the level of service and resources 

required for each facility to meet its operational needs. 

Club Development and Sustainability  

The City will assist clubs who lease or manage facilities under the control of the City through 

the provision of information and training in management and volunteer recruitment and 

retention.  

Where appropriate and subject to criteria the City will consider the ability to assist with low 

interest loans and loan guarantees for improvements. 
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Strategic Recreation Plan 2011 - 2014 
The City of Fremantle adopted a Strategic Recreation Plan 2011 – 2014 in response to the 

Strategic Recreation Needs Assessment final report and recommendations and focuses on 

eight key strategic action areas. 

 Fremantle Leisure Centre 

 Trails Network 

 Club Leasing 

 Strategic Review of Sports Clubs 

 Building and Infrastructure 

 Play Spaces 

 Club Development 

 Reducing Barriers to Access 

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

The Council considered a report on Strategic Recreation Plan 2011 – 2014 which highlighted 

the following outcomes and progress achieved in the above eight key strategic action area. 
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Strategic Recreation Plan 2014 – 2015 
The Strategic Recreation Plan 2014 - 2015 was adopted in August 2014 and builds on the 

previous plan with the aim of strengthening relationships between Fremantle sporting 

clubs and the City, as well as developing programs and events to increase accessibility 

to sport and recreational pursuits for Fremantle residents. 

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

The Strategic Recreation Plan 2014 – 2015 focuses on five key strategic action areas. 

Club development  

 Deliver a series of club development workshops and events to Fremantle sport and 

recreation clubs. 

 

 Liaise with clubs regularly and provide information to support the continuous 

development and sustainability of clubs.  

Club leasing  

 Negotiate new club lease agreements in line with the City of Fremantle’s sporting 

group leasing and licensing policy. 

 

 Transfer all winter sport seasonal hire groups onto license agreements.  

Community participation  

 Provide a minimum of five sport, recreation and physical activity opportunities to 

traditionally low participation groups inclusive of Indigenous, CaLD, low SES, elderly 

and those with disabilities. 

 

 Promote sustainable transport and recreation to the community by facilitating a 

variety of events that encourage walking and bike riding. 

 

 Promote community participation in sport and recreation activities through print and 

electronic media.  

Trails network  

 Complete capital works on the Rocky Bay trail as identified in the community 

consultation.  

 

 Finalise the trails strategy for council approval and identify projects for future budget 

consideration.  

Play spaces  

 Implement the actions in the 2014 – 2016 play spaces plan as per 2014/2015 City of 

Fremantle budget. 
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Fremantle Park Sport and Community Centre Project  
In 2011, the Fremantle Park Bowling Club, Fremantle Lawn Tennis Club and Fremantle Park 

Association formed a joint working group to explore a proposal for a multi-use community 

facility at Fremantle Park. This was followed by a Needs Assessment and Feasibility Study 

in 2012 on the amalgamation of the two clubs and a concept plan for a shared club house.  

The concept plan was found to have several advantages for both the clubs, however due to 

redevelopment works elsewhere, the City was unable to support a Community Sport and 

Recreation Facilities Fund (CSRFF) grant application. At this time, the clubs sought financial 

backing from other partners and approached the Fremantle Workers Club (FWC).  

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

In 2014, another feasibility study was undertaken to identify the facility requirements for each 

of the clubs and to prepare a concept plan, detailed cost estimates and a funding scenario. 

The elements of the Concept Plan are summarised below. 

 

The estimated cost for the completion of the project was $4.1 million and in 2016 the City of 

Fremantle adopted a business case which outlined the operational and financial 

management of the new facility, forming the basis upon which the stakeholders agreed to 

proceed. 
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Funding for the preparation of a detailed design was included in the City of Fremantle’s 

2016/17 budget and proposed funding for construction has been included as a forecast for 

2017/18 Budget. The detail design has now been completed and costed at over $7 million, 

substantially exceeding the budget allocation of $4.1 million to the project. 

Fremantle Oval Redevelopment 
In June 2014, following the Fremantle Football Club's announcement that they would be 

relocating from Fremantle Oval, the two local Fremantle WAFL football teams released an 

announcement saying they would consider co-location at Fremantle Oval. 

The City of Fremantle decided to develop a business case to consider the viability of the 

development and this showed the plan had significant merit and the project has moved into a 

more detailed planning phase. 

It is estimated that Fremantle Football Club will exit the site in the second quarter of 2017. 

This will mean that the City could have control of the site as early as that time and can 

therefore begin the next phase of the analysis of redevelopment. 

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

In April 2016, the City of Fremantle announced a $20 million plan to redevelop the Fremantle 

Oval precinct into a regional premier community and sporting hub. The five year 

redevelopment of the Fremantle Oval precinct is one of the six key ‘transformational’ projects 

identified through the 2013 - 2015 community visioning process and is planned for 

completion by 2021. 

The integrated project includes the re-alignment of the oval to be closer to the Victoria 

Pavilion, new club administration facilities, commercial office/retail space, a gymnasium and 

grass banking. The adjacent former Stan Reilly Centre site would be redeveloped as part of 

the project. 

The redevelopment will also see South Fremantle Football Club and the East Fremantle 

Football Club co-located at Fremantle Oval, creating a West Australian Football League 

(WAFL) Centre of Excellence. 

In December 2016, a proposal was also launched to consider Fremantle for the Big Bash 

League to be based at Fremantle Oval, which will involve making an official application to 

Cricket Australia for a Big Bash T20 license when and if it is decided to expand the Big Bash 

League.  
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4. City Roles and Functions  

Access and Inclusion Plan 2016 - 2020 
The City of Fremantle Access and Inclusion Plan 2016 – 2020 aims to improve access and 

inclusion in the City of Fremantle and all local governments are required to have Disability 

Access and Inclusion Plan. The plan addresses eight key outcome areas and there are a 

series of strategies to achieve each outcome. 

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

Two of these key outcome areas are relevant to the Community Facilities Plan: Future 

Directions 2036. 

Outcome one 

People with disability have the same opportunities as other people to access the services of, 

and any events organised by, the City of Fremantle. 

 City of Fremantle checklists for accessible events, meetings and programs will be 

developed, implemented and promoted. 

 

Outcome two 

People with disability have the same opportunities as other people to access the buildings 

and other facilities of the City of Fremantle. 

 A program of works to improve accessibility of major City of Fremantle buildings and 

facilities will be developed and implemented. 

 

 New and refurbished City of Fremantle buildings and facilities will follow best practice 

guidelines for universal design. 

 

 Accessibility of parks, playgrounds and beaches will be improved. 

 

The Access and Inclusion Plan 2016 – 2020 highlights that approximately one in five people 

in Australia report a disability, with 12% of Australians also identifying themselves as carers. 

 This means the combined prevalence of people affected directly by a disability is 

approximately one in three Western Australians and the number of people with 

disability is increasing.  

 

 Many people with access and inclusion requirements also visit the City for work, 

shopping, business and leisure. This is due to the City functioning as a tourist and 

transport hub with a variety of services that cater for people with disability. 
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Aboriginal Engagement Plan 2015 
The City of Fremantle adopted the Aboriginal Engagement Plan in 2015 and in preparing the 

plan consultation was undertaken with local Nyoongar elders and leaders (including 

Whadjuk traditional owners) and was structured around the following areas:  

 Land and heritage.  

 Establishing an ongoing dialogue with the community on strategic matters.  

 Building capacity for both the City and Nyoongar community.  

 Strengthening relationships with the community.  

 Welcome to country and acknowledgment of country ceremonies.  

The purpose of the plan is to build stronger relationships with the Aboriginal community and 

provide opportunities for Aboriginal people to contribute to the City’s decision-making 

processes. 

Specific objectives of the plan are to implement best practice community engagement to:  

 Inform decisions, by providing opportunities for Aboriginal people to contribute to the 

City’s decision-making process.  

 

 Build the capacity of the City and Aboriginal community to engage effectively on 

issues of shared importance.  

 

 Strengthen relationships, by building new relationships and improving existing 

relationships between the City and the Aboriginal community.  

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

The Aboriginal Engagement Plan 2015 contains six key focus areas, one of which is 

Community Facilities and the relevant actions and outcomes are: 

Action 

The City to consider how its policies and statutory framework could provide for long-term 

tenure on community facilities and land (including long term leases or Memorandum of 

Understanding for dedicated community use). Note: this action is an opportunity for the City 

to demonstrate early commitment as a foundation for building trust with the community. 

Outcome 

Identified options and mechanisms available to the City to accommodate long- term tenure 

on facilities/land for community use.  
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4. Population Target Groups  

Youth Plan 2012 – 2015 
The City of Fremantle’s Youth Plan 2012 – 2015 establishes guiding principles around young 

people and contains four key strategy areas and the actions required to achieve these 

strategies. 

The City of Fremantle’s Strategic Community Plan 2010–2015 also identified ‘opportunities 

for greater engagement with young people and more youth activities and facilities’ as a key 

priority within the strategic imperative, ‘Character’. 

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

The Youth Plan contains four key strategy areas and the strategic objectives and actions 

that are relevant to the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036 are highlighted 

below.  

Create opportunities for young people to actively contribute to the City. 

 Review the City of Fremantle Youth Sports Grants program to best meet the cultural 

and recreational needs of young people. 

Provide spaces in the City that are welcoming and friendly for young people. 

 Provide opportunities and collaborate with young people in the planning, design and 

development of youth friendly spaces. 

 

 Identify opportunities and develop a schedule of works to create youth friendly 

spaces at the Fremantle Leisure Centre. 

 

 Identify opportunities and possible locations for skate parks and develop a plan to 

improve the Beach Street skate park and develop it into a space for young people. 

 

 Investigate opportunities to develop youth friendly play spaces. 

 

 Explore opportunities to improve the Esplanade as a youth friendly space. 

The Youth Plan also indicates that young people between the ages of 12 and 25 years 

account for approximately 15 percent of the Fremantle population and there were 

approximately 3,884 young people counted in the 2006 census.  

There is also a significant visiting student population of over 10,000 young people attending 

the five secondary schools and three tertiary institutes within the area. There are also 

approximately 4,091 young people between 15 and 24 years working in Fremantle, 

predominantly in retail and hospitality. 
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1. Sports Grounds 

Positives 

Provides green space and other uses 

+ Open space is great! – relief from built environment 

+ They become ‘public parks’ when not used for sport 

+ Green space and urban cooling 

+ Shade very important and outdoor furniture 

+ Green space a good thing! 

+ Balance urban infill – getting people who have no yards outside 

+ Aesthetics of ovals, greenery, habit for birds/wildlife 

+ Access to public- dogs 

+ Low maintenance 

Health and wellness benefits 

+ Promotion of health and wellness for young people 

+ Mental health and well-being 

+ Team – being part of the fun 

+ Social activity and opportunity for people who live alone to interact in the community 

+ Participation – also belong 

+ Community growth is young people 

+ They become community hubs as a focus on sports 

Variety of sports available  

+ Variable layout available( think the marking on basketball/netball/badminton 

+ A great variety of mainstream sports available 

+ Growing sports 

+ Plenty of opportunity to cater for new sports because most recreation areas are run 

down 

Facilities available 

+ Great clubrooms 

+ Disabled parking and carpark 

+ Building conditions are adequate due to budget constraints 

+ Some good general use ovals 

Grounds have improved 

+ Grounds have improved but need more 

+ Maintenance of grounds has improved 
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Assistance from City of Fremantle  

+ FCC help with limited budgets 

+ Good communication with the Council 

 

Negative 

Inadequate and poor standard of facilities 

- Many ageing facilities 

- No much general fitness furniture 

- Lighting needed for extended use 

- No nets for training 

- Not enough parking at Hilton Park(near footy oval) 

- Toilets are sometime horrible 

- Toilets variable! - plus disability access 

- Disc golf course at Dick Lawrence oval an eyesore, not in use 

- Rundown 

- Lack of toilet and BBQ facilities 

- Fences, rusting, antisocial 

- Lack of uniformity of conditions of ovals 

- Lack of training grounds, risk of injury, risk of losing players 

- Ground (oval) conditions for seasonal hirers becoming dangerous 

- Small grounds 

Lack of some sporting opportunities  

- Not enough for teens – indoor? Vs outdoor? 

- Lack of youth and alternative sports and recreation facilities 

- Some aspects of sports grounds ‘out of touch’ with certain groups 

- Many sports grounds currently unused by my demographic 

- Limited use – adaptability for ‘niche sports’ 

- Restricted 

- Large proportion of people travelling away from Freo to play in facilities only available 

in other areas 

- No sports ground in Samson 

- Facilities are spread out  

Struggling viability of clubs 

- individual clubs are battling economically combining several sports in the one spot 

could boost efficacy 

- Club growing but can’t if we don’t have the facilities – risk losing player, comments 

- Getting clubs together – who owns clubs?  
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Cost of maintenance  

- Great deal of resource go into sports grounds for number of people who play them 

- Water use!, water sinks 

- Grassed areas require upkeep 

Intense usage and underutilisation 

- Bumped or increase pressure from winter sports 

- Intense usage at certain time – underused at other time 

Impact on neighbourhood 

- Noise impacts on surrounding neighbourhood 

- Inadequate parking/traffic issues – impacts on surrounding neighbourhoods 

Other  

- Hilton Park needs belter public transport 

- Impact of peak sporting bodies 

 

Priorities and Visons 

Access for all 

 Access for all needed 

 Planned placement of seating/benches re shade and safety 

 Bike paths through/around sports grounds that can also be used for wheelchairs 

 Better mixed-use, bringing together niche sports 

 Activities from little kids to elderly – 6yrs to 80yrs 

 Reinvigorate youth and population into unplayed sports on unplayed fields   

 Non-physical contact, low cost, slow maintenance, all ethnic backgrounds   

 Cater for all 

 Electronic billboards to advertise sporting events for greater, wider community 

involvement, collaboration between clubs to  improve facilities (don’t all need ‘own’ 

clubhouse etc) 

 Reduce competitive nature of sports, balance social impacts  

 Active recreation in late afternoon/night, Monday to Friday – this is not factored in 

 More space for age suitable activity – and relevant communication ie social media vs 

post, phone groups 

 Bridging gap between old and young members coexisting is positive for the 

community 
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Creating multiuse facilities and sporting hub 

 Multi-use/modernise recreation facilities, more efficient – serve more residents 

 Multi use facilities, roller hockey, futsal, basketball, bowls 

 Multiuse facilities more economical can revitalise older and less used sports grounds 

 Mixed use – vege garden/grounds, combo’s to encourage different types of use 

 Combining management or promotional ideas to create a Hub of sport eg a City 

‘sponsored’ or funded space for IT advert creation, like the space upstairs in 

Queensgate 

 Hub for south of the river 

Increasing community use 

 More community use of club rooms to get crossover between clubs and residents 

 Recognise the ability of community facilities for integration and improvement as 

community members 

 Potential for renting out space for public/private events 

 Shared social facilities 

 Sharing of facilities 

 Local grounds encourage visitors and community consolidation 

Increasing sporting opportunities 

 Look at flexible spaces for new and shorter trend sports 

 Consider the use of grounds for sporting users – walk tracks, gym equipment 

 Greater variety of sports arising, need form of support to better cater to their needs 

 Concrete surface for street rollerblading, cheap versatile, SRHC, bike polo, 

basketball 

 Unique sports growing popular to 20-30 year olds, from 30 to over 100 in 5 years 

 Street rollerblading 

 Good Hilton Park Hub 

Upgrading and providing new facilities 

 Eastern ‘Youth Plaza’ 

 Protect from the whether 

 Gilbert Fraser Reserve – please upgrade toilet facilities because there are no 

woman’s facilities 

 Upgrade facilities ie modernise 

 Home for table tennis 
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Improving management 

 Good Council process, good support 

 Council to keep booking register on each space so public can know when they are 

used 

 Transparency of all costs associated with operating sports facilities 

 Simplifying processes of compliance 

 Maximise use of resources 

 Sate/district sporting associations to consult with the City of Fremantle 

Improving planning 

 Prioritise clubs with members and genuine need 

 More consultation on club needs 

 Approach clubs re their needs 

 Better communication between codes – 20 year timeframe 

Securing funding 

 Simplify grants and funding 

 Secure funding 

 Changing art work to community facilities 

 Need more money 

 Recruit junior players 

 Future – low maintenance facilities required  

 Utilise renewable energy for lighting, mowers, clubrooms 

Managing impacts on neighbourhood  

 Planning- introduce notice re sports grounds on sale of nearby properties 

 Sports clubs read riot act to members re ‘car’ behaviour e.g. don’t hoon off from 

Rugby Club 

Complete existing plans 

 Complete/finalise plans made for existing clubs 

Other 

 Open school sports grounds to clubs on weekends 

 Co-manage South Fremantle High School swimming pool 

 Connectively between Hilton and Samson – pedestrian bridge 

 Hire VS tenancy, difference between facilities and clubs 

 Recognition that we are unpaid volunteer who do it for the community and others 
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2. Recreation and Leisure 

Positives 

Beaches and public facilities  

+ Protection of trees South Beach 

+ Some great beaches facilities (private and public) e.g. Leighton changerooms, cafes 

+ Facility standards match budget allocation 

+ Beaches are attractors for visitors 

+ Beach lifesaving at South Beach, presence of life savers 

+ Love Bathers Beach Now  

+ Love Love Love the lawns/public use at South Beach more BBQs north of café 

+ Tracks along the beach are great – lack poo bags or bins are not emptied 

Existence of bowling clubs 

+ Bowling clubs as community social space 

+ Hilton Bowling Club excellent community hub – needs more development 

+ Social aspect of bowling clubs 

Services and activities at the Fremantle Leisure Centre 

+ Leisure Centre  pool now accessible 

+ Great services and activities at the Leisure Centre 

Good facility locations  

+ Location is generally good and not too far 

+ Plenty of room to cater for more sports 

+ Good access to public 

Well used facilities and upkeep 

+ Well used/frequented 

+ Most appear to be regularly updated/renovated 

+ Generally well up kept by the community 

Opportunities for community interaction 

+ Centre for community to ‘come together’ 

+ Opportunity to reduce social isolation 

+ Bring groups together 

Other 

+ Nice to see more event south 

+ Older buildings and facilities 
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Negatives   

Poor standard or maintenance of facilities 

- South Beach toilets disgusting 

- Beach facilities variable 

- Standard and design could be better 

- Tracks along the beach are great – lack poo bags or bins are not emptied 

- South Beach changeroom are yuck 

Limited resources 

- Competition for limited resources 

- Varied resources 

- Ratepayers providing support for heavily utilised visitor attractions (beach), including 

waste management 

Capacity of the Fremantle Leisure Centre 

- Leisure Centre Pool will hit capacity 

- Size limits ‘access’ ie swimming lessons 

- Lack of interaction between Leisure Centre and Fremantle Park 

- Leisure Centre changerooms at capacity during peak periods 

- Membership is a deterrent to participation 

Limited use of bowling clubs 

- Bowling clubs take up a lot of room and only offer bowling 

- Lot of bowling clubs…too many? 

- Bowling clubs over provided  

Single purpose facilities 

- Single purpose recreation facilities need more diversification 

- All out on their own, some not good for public transport 

Lack of communication between clubs 

- Separate identities and cultures of clubs 

- Communication lacking between clubs 

- Management fragmented 

All not catered for 

- Kids and elderly not fully catered for 

Lack of information and promotion  

- Did not know most of these places existed – need more exposure 
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- Not well known/advertised 

- Lack of knowledge by ratepayers – what/where/how much 

Competition with the private sector  

- Competition with private gyms 

Lack of parking 

- South Beach car ark too small 

- Parking and accessibility to Leisure Centre 

- Parking costs Fremantle Swimming Pool, should be free 24/7 for residents 

- The parking at South Beach 

- Parking at South Beach at big event 

Other 

- Not enough time to use 

- Are there public facilities at Bathers Beach? 

- Samson Recreation Centre, regional but not local 

- Safety 

- Cost per hour for uses based on what 

 

Priorities and Visons 

New and better facilities  

 More BBQs 

 Tracks along the beach are great – lack poo bags or bins are not emptied  

 Keep all facility properties 

 Playgrounds with shade sails at Leighton Beach (in the grass circle) 

 Multi-use spaces for causal recreation in public areas eg. Mixed use courts 

Catering for the whole community 

 Population ageing – more facilities for older people 

 Bring sports together that bring together demographics ie ages, table tennis and 

roller hockey 

 Need to better research sub-cultures and smaller sporting groups that are ‘non-

tradition’ 

 Population increase mainly Asian? - cater for  

 Community events to open up less know facilities 
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Improving access 

 Access! 

 Accessibility ie 24/7 

 South Beach shuttle to alleviate parking and traffic 

Improving facilities at South Beach  

 South Beech as an integrated regional facility with adequate facilities and parking 

(integrated surf lifesaving) 

 More BBQs at South Beach 

 South Beach needs another toilet block further North! 

 Lack of development along beachline e.g. City beach mixed use inviting and well 

planned   

Developing Hilton Bowling Club facilities  

 Hilton Bowling Club excellent community hub – needs more development  

 Community Garden at Hilton Bowling Club 

 Use of older bowls club or leisure facilities for multiple sports 

Diversify single use facilities  

 Single purpose recreation facilities need more diversification 

 Adaptability for venues for events or new sports 

 Work out what sports/activities can co-exist and complement one another well e.g. 

cricket and footy 

Improving management of facilities  

 Unified bookings system for casual/accessional users of rooms/grounds 

 When do leases come up for registration? 

 Know who you users are and keep them happy  

 Activities and programs, central information space 

Reducing the cost of using facilities  

 Parking costs Fremantle Swimming Pool, should be free 24/7 for residents  

 Access – ratepayer discount 

Reviewing Samson Recreation Centre  

 Review Samson with a view to either raising awareness or repurpose 
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Consolidating Bowling Clubs 

 Consolidation of Bowling Clubs to ensure future viability – repropose some as 

community social hubs 

Other 

 Park and ride for Beach events 

 Add short term accommodation/ high rise to cater for interstate  and overseas visitors 

– worldwide championships 

 Swimming at South Fremantle Senior High School 
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3. Community Centres and Spaces 

Positives 

Skatepark facilities 

+ Skateparks well utilised and enjoyed 

+ Positive youth engagement via Esplanade Youth Plaza 

+ Love, love, love skatepark at the Esplanade 

+ You can’t have enough skateparks 

+ Fantastic new skatepark at the Esplanade – very popular 

+ Youth Plaza a big hit 

+ Esplanade skatepark is fabulous – great to see it use by different age groups 

+ Youth Plaza is a great facility 

+ Skateparks are fantastic – need more 

+ Bring together different ages at the skateparks 

+ A feeling of inclusiveness and acceptance (mostly)! – Skateparks 

+ POS – great place for recreation and young people to meet. Music and dance for 

young people well represented – could be bigger 

+ Good to see some growth in youth facilities 

Hilton PCYC facilities 

+ Drop in centre at PCYC and volunteers who support it 

+ Great community facilities and services at the PCYC 

+ Hilton PCYC great bit seems over booked? – something similar in Beaconsfield 

+ Hilton Community Centre/PCYC looks great 

Community driven events Sullivan Hall 

+ Community driven events at Sullivan Hall e.g. Film nights 

Size of the Fremantle Town Hall 

+ Town hall good size for functions, music etc 

Hilton Bowling Club is a community asset 

+ Hilton Bowling Club has become a general community asset 

Potential for mixed use 

+ Potential for mixed use and ‘rentability’ 

+ Entertainment 
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Negatives 

Lack of some community facilities  

- Need more free small group spaces/kitchen facilities for community cooking etc 

- No space for young playgroup/mothers groups/fathers groups that easily accessible 

- NO flexible indoor spaces for hire at reasonable prices 

- Table tennis at Kings Square is great – more tables tennis required 

- No small rooms at a reasonable price for NFP’s 

- Food and beverage at the Esplanade 

- No high quality theatre space available to the public 

- Lack of good spaces for workshops, events 

- Could see more skateparks in the suburbs 

Capacity and cost of Hilton PCYC 

- Hilton PCYC great bit seems over booked? – something similar in Beaconsfield 

- Rooms at Hilton PCYC never available and cost too much 

- Very expensive to rent rooms for community events 

- Poor viability for renting the spaces for small events 

Safety at skateparks 

- Safety of skateparks 

- Injuries at skateparks 

- Anti-social behaviour and drug dealing at some skateparks 

Other 

- Skateparks not used enough 

- What are they used for!! Except skateparks 

- Booyembara Park is great facility but needs to be finished 

- Booyembara Park – great facility but needs to be finished to increase usage 

- Perception that centres are not popular, lively places 

- Hilton Community Hall unknown and underutilised 

 

Priorities and Visions 

Bringing the community together 

 Having milestone functions, once a year to bring community together 

 More engaged management at Hilton PCYC – facilitate more community involvement 

 Communities want connection, need spaces that facilitate this 

 Make it easy for community champions to instigate events 
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Improving use 

 Open  spaces for event s– private and public and promote that 

 Open up community centres, I don’t use any of them 

 Creative and adaptive reuse of underutilised facilities 

 Upgrade some of the facilities and look at creating more but better publicise them! 

 Continue and expand public events that are inclusive (sporting clubs tend to be 

exclusive) 

 Are they utilised or not??? – if yes support upkeep 

Upgrading and new community facilities 

 More community meeting places/local hubs 

 Should be more!! 

 Upgrading 

 Recognise community gardens etc as ‘community spaces’ 

 Community kitchen to go with community garden 

 Community facilities/rooms at Samson Recreation Centre 

 Make skateparks a brighter area more public throughput 

Improving information and awareness 

 Notice boards at your local IGA for upcoming events – appeal to younger generations 

 Audit and register of community spaces for hire – then upkeep it 

 Better promotion of spaces and activities 

Encouraging school use 

 Encourage school groups to utilise centres 

 Utilisation of school facilities 
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4. Summary 

The Community Forum for the Beaconsfield, Hilton- O’Connor and Samson area was held 

on the 20 March 2017 and attended by 15 people. The 283 comments put forward by 

residents have been collated and the following keys themes have emerged. 

Sports Grounds 

Positives  

 Provides green space and other uses 

 Health and wellness benefits 

 Variety of sports available  

 Facilities available 

 Grounds have improved 

 Assistance from City of Fremantle  

Negative 

 Inadequate and poor standard of facilities 

 Lack of some sporting opportunities  

 Struggling viability of clubs 

 Cost of maintenance  

 Intense usage and underutilisation 

 Impact on neighbourhood 

Priorities and Visons 

 Access for all 

 Creating multiuse facilities and sporting hub 

 Increasing community use 

 Increasing sporting opportunities 

 Upgrading and providing new facilities 

 Improving management 

 Improving planning 

 Securing funding 

 Managing impacts on neighbourhood  

 Complete existing plans 
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Recreation and Leisure 

Positives  

 Beaches and public facilities  

 Existence of bowling clubs 

 Services and activities at the Fremantle Leisure Centre 

 Good facility locations  

 Well used facilities and upkeep 

 Opportunities for community interaction 

Negatives   

 Poor standard or maintenance of facilities 

 Limited resources 

 Capacity of the Fremantle Leisure Centre 

 Limited use of bowling clubs 

 Single purpose facilities 

 Lack of communication between clubs 

 All not catered for 

 Lack of information and promotion  

 Competition with the private sector  

 Lack of parking 

Priorities and Visons 

 New and better facilities  

 Catering for the whole community 

 Improving access 

 Improving facilities at South Beach  

 Developing Hilton Bowling Club facilities  

 Diversify single use facilities  

 Improving management of facilities  

 Reducing the cost of using facilities  

 Reviewing Samson Recreation Centre  

 Consolidating Bowling Clubs 

 

  



Page | 18 

 

Community Centres and Spaces 

Positives 

 Skatepark facilities 

 Hilton PCYC facilities 

 Community driven events Sullivan Hall 

 Size of the Fremantle Town Hall 

 Hilton Bowling Club is a community asset 

 Potential for mixed use 

Negatives 

 Lack of some community facilities  

 Capacity and cost of Hilton PCYC 

 Safety at skateparks 

Priorities and Visions 

 Bringing the community together 

 Improving use 

 Upgrading and new community facilities 

 Improving information and awareness 

 Encouraging school use 
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1. Sports Grounds 

Positives 

Well maintained 

+ Well maintained 

+ Well maintained 

+ Council does a great job of maintain the grounds 

+ Low maintenance 

Grounds have improved 

+ Standard of grounds improved over the last 12 months 

+ Improvement – general upkeep 

+ The grounds are beautifully maintained 

Multiuse 

+ Fremantle Park – potential for shared facilities 

+ Fremantle Park  - football, cricket, bowling , tennis 

+ Can be used for multiple purposes, walk, sports, boot camp 

+ Used by residents casually 

+ Used early by dog walkers, used later by sports 

+ Can be used to walk dogs and individual exercise 

+ Diversity of use 

+ Combine well as dog off leash areas 

+ Nice to have dog freedom on Stevens Reserve and dog exercise 

+ Potential for multiuse activities – yoga, pilates, private parties and functions, 

community events 

+ Important space for residents to exercise, walk dogs, informal sport 

+ Intergenerational  use of grounds 

+ Shared facilities at Dick Lawrence oval 

+ They become ‘public parks’ when not used for sport 

+ Access to public- dogs 

+ Multiuse is creating community by bringing people together 

+ Local ‘ownership’, gathering space for community 

+ More use by community 

+ Open vista/use 

+ There are a number 

Green open spaces 

+ Green Vista and horizon 

+ Big mature trees 

+ Green spaces need to be maintained, potential for tree planting 

+ Green lungs 

+ Large green area very important  
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+ Provides green space and other uses 

+ Open space is great! – relief from built environment 

+ Green space and urban cooling 

+ Provides open space for all 

+ Shade very important and outdoor furniture 

+ Green space a good thing! 

+ Balance urban infill – getting people who have no yards outside 

+ Aesthetics of ovals, greenery, habit for birds/wildlife 

+ Open space important contrast to high density 

+ Provides green space, opportunity for activation, increase tree canopy 

+ Surrounding  trees provide habitat for birds 

+ Trees are good 

Other 

+ Love the Frisbee golf – great idea and well used 

+ I’m old, don’t play group sports or golf – love walking in nature preferably with dog 

+ Love Dick Lawrence complex 

+ Room to renovate/replace buildings 

 

Negative 

Poor condition and outdated old facilities  

- Clubrooms are old and run down 

- Ageing infrastructure and buildings 

- Clubrooms too outdated – need an improvement in facilities 

- Poor building standard  

- Cricket nets are a hazard – Fremantle Park 

- Too many old building which are run down and outdated. Need to be consolidated – 

rugby, soccer, cricket and AFL 

- Accessibility 

- Ageing facilities becoming unsuitable for use 

Lack of facilities and amenities 

- Lack of female changerooms/facilities 

- To bare – more seating needed 

- Bruce Lee oval toilets are not very good 

- Upgrade toilets  

- More seating 

- We need cricket nets near to the club room at Dick Lawrence Oval  

- Some poor facilities eg clubrooms Fremantle Park 
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Lot of single use facilities 

- Lots of single use sports ovals  

- Not all multipurpose use – singular clubs only 

Lack of use 

- Empty a lot of the time 

- Competing uses at some times of the day, under used at other time 

- Lack of space for non-competitive activities 

- Fremantle Park – who uses what? Soccer ground underutilised 

Parking 

- Parking 

- Parking needed, public transport needed 

- Potential for parking issues in local streets 

- Parking accessibility needs improving at certain grounds 

Use a lot of water 

- Large area of grass and associated water and fertiliser 

- Large open spaces usually empty and un-used 

 

Priorities and Visons 

Creating multiuse facilities and sporting hub 

 Facilities become multiuse 

 Encourage existing groups to work together – not necessarily  amalgamate but have 

facilities  e.g. Leeming Sports Hub 

 Brining clubs in the area closer together to create ‘sports hubs’ 

 Create local centre 

 Invite more clubs, meetings/involvement 

 Renovate buildings – create hub 

 One large new club – cheaper than multiple smaller new clubs 

 Parking multiuse facilities – shared space 

 Close to public transport to don’t need as much parking 

Diversifying use of sports grounds 

 Provide spaces of individual recreation – fitness equipment, walking/jogging tracks, 

ping pong 

 Create more attractive places and spaces on periphery – trees seating, outdoor, 

gyms 

 Add BBQs to edging of ovals to encourage people to congregate 
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 Intergenerational – mixing socially 

 Actively encourage good quality exercise – not passive play 

 Outdoor cinemas on sports ovals 

 Start usage process again – for more users 

 Freo Oval – greater use than footy e.g. concerts 

 Extend/improve playground at Dick Lawrence oval, add wheelchair access 

Upgrading facilities 

 Having gender neutral changerooms 

 Funding for better facilities 

Planning for the future 

 Provide for demographic growth areas e.g. over 70s 

 Focus on facilities where population will grow the most e.g. Fremantle 

 The Council to discuss with clubs what their 10 to 20 year outlook is 

 To improve – continue long term planning to get overall picture, to spend available 

funds equitably. Keep community informed about planning 

 Facilities that adapt for changing demographic in future 

 Better use needs to be made of school facilities – more community access, gym, 

library etc 

 Location based on everything surrounding oval 

 Need another sports ground for growing numbers of kids playing sport 

 Is here enough 

Catering more for seniors 

 Wider use- seniors, walking group 

 Buster fun bus for the ‘oldies’ to use in parks in daytime – games/mobile 

library/coffee 

 Roll out pitches, let it be used for more social activities in day by seniors 

 Potential to attracted older/aged people, mobile cafes, libraries 

Improving biodiversity, green space and trees 

 Increasing important as green spaces to help air quality 

 Biodiverse edges, walking perimeter 

 Keep the ratio or enhance area of green space 

 Continue to renew mature trees as they degrade 

 Plant more trees more tree – encourage bird life 

 Important to retain trees and maybe increase areas of trees for shade and bird 

habitat and food supply  

 Diversify plantings – encourage local communities to ‘adopt a tree’ 

 Community tree policy 
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More sustainable use of power and water 

 Solar farms – use sports grounds and buildings and shelter to generate power 

 Use solar panels on roofs of sports centre to power big lights 

 Opportunity to put low water biodiversity around the edge of ovals etc 

Other 

 Safe spots for people to lock up bike 

 Extend community festivals events to other areas – outside Fremantle 

 Adopt other state, models – north Melbourne Football club 
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2. Recreation and Leisure 

Positives 

Fremantle Leisure Centre 

+ Public pools that are largely outdoors with shading – better air quality and sound 

levels 

+ Public pool is essential 

+ Leisure Centre – well organised, reasonably priced, nice staff, good facilities 

+ Good location for Leisure Centre and tennis club/bowling club, especially with new 

development 

+ Gym with windows view out is good – helps calm the mind 

+ Excellent pool facilities –Beaches and public facilities  

+ Excellent aqua fitness class at the Leisure centre 

+ Love the pool 

Bathers Beach 

+ Love Bathers Beach – indoor/outdoor showers 

+ Bathers Beach is quiet beautiful place with bush, cliffs and accessible 

+ Enjoy the concerts and set up at Bathers Beach 

+ Love Bathers Beach precinct and the statues – great work 

South Beach 

+ Taking the South Beach night markets further away up to the suburbs 

+ South Beach great for family picnics and birthday parties – sheltered and shady 

+ Café at South Beach 

Port Beach 

+ Port Beach public facilities – clean, do the job 

Dog Beach 

+ Love the ramp at dog beach, walking ramp e.g. elderly 

+ Coffee van at small dog beach is great – a toilet is needed there 

Places to bring the community together 

+ Great places to bring community together for events and functions 

+ Tennis Club very active – plenty of children 

+ Fremantle Bowling Club seems to have a lot of varies activities – good 

Other 

+ Well done to COF workers on hard work 
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Negatives   

Not enough multiuse and shared use 

- Not enough multiuse  

- Recreation centres only cater for sports clubs 

- No enough diversity for smaller club sports 

- Not enough multipurpose centres 

- Single use facilities 

- Tennis and Bowls Clubs on Fremantle Park should share facility 

Limited capacity of Fremantle Leisure Centre 

- Need swimming pool other end of Fremantle, bijoo? – hydro pool etc, not long and 

boring 

- Gym is cramped – overcrowded already on Mondays 

- Existing fitness areas don’t seem to have all the equipment I would want to use 

- Gym classes and facilities need to be bigger and better air-condition at Leisure 

Centre 

Lack of facilities at South Beach 

- Difficult to get to for seniors with no cars – centre have round up buses 

- South Beach bathrooms need updating 

- Lack of fitness area at South Beach – would be ideal location to do workout 

- Introduce paid parking at South Beach 

- Poorly maintain public amenities – toilets and showers 

- South Beach toilets sorely need an up-grade 

Lack of facilities at Bathers Beach 

- No facilities at Bathers Beach 

Lack of facilities at dog beach  

- Need toilet at dog beach 

- Nor enough space at dog beach 

Duplication and expense 

- Duplication of expensive facilities on valuable land e.g. bowling clubs 

Underutilisation of some facilities  

- Some are underutilised 

- Spare land around underutilised 
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Limited number of recreation and leisure facilities   

- Very limited number 

Parking issues 

- Parking – on strip of parking but lack off for other sports 

Other 

- Improve paid parking in or park along Marine Terrace – stop people parking all day 

for free 

- Stop parking at Wilson Park 

 

Priorities and Visons 

Improving public facilities at Freo Beaches 

 Bathers Beach need to remain uncluttered beyond the current situation 

 New facilities, bathrooms etc 

 More pontoons at Freo Beaches 

 Bring back the jetty at South Beach – fishing, jumping walking, picnicking 

 An outside seaside pool at Bathers Beach 

 Fitness area at South Beach – would be welcomes by many and be well used, being 

in such a busy and well loved location 

 There used to be toilets available on the ‘Bathers’ building, which disappeared – 

should be reopened to the public, rather than build new ones 

 Built toilets at Bathers Beach – acknowledged used by tourists and residents 

 Toilet at Dog beach 

 No erosion of frontage at dog beach 

Expanding and improving Fremantle Leisure Centre   

 Redevelop ageing  Leisure Centre building – new gym and upstairs consulting rooms 

to create income stream 

 Would love a zero depth pool – wading pool for toddlers and mums 

 Multiuse facility for indoor sport 

 Enlarge gym and fitness area at Leisure Centre 

 Zero depth – playground pool 

 Expand gym facilities/space 

 Sell off Leisure Centre carpark for housing – introduce of Finnerty St through Quarry 

St  
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Future use of Fremantle Park 

 Joint facility on Fremantle Park for sports and recreation (including dancing, growth 

activities), small playground and every age group catered for 

 Purpose built facility on Fremantle Park so tennis, bowls, workers clubs share 

 Need community centre at Fremantle Park for new residents 

Expand recreation and leisure opportunities  

 Dancing for oldies 

 Maintain the opportunity for quiet reflection 

 Multiuse facility – get better use of facilities 

 Multi-level building 

 New sports groups and recreation centre in inner city 

More collaboration and sharing of facilities 

 More collaboration and sharing of facilities between clubs 

Improving parking and public transport 

 Introduce ‘park and ride’ on outskirts and bus people into Freo e.g. as in the UK 

 Fremantle Park – move CAT bus from High St to Ellen St. Bowls, solves left hand 

turn at Ord St problem 

 Increase CAT bus to every 10 mins 

 Improve public transport from train to Beach etc – discourage cars 

 Transport from Fremantle to Bathers Beach and South Beach 

 Reintroduce train service along train line – as per America’s Cup 

Other 

 Echo Newspaper give information about history 

 Maintain the working port for connectivity to community and sea 

 Fountain on Esplanade and more seating 
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3. Community Centres and Spaces 

Positives 

Diversity of centres and spaces 

+ Local halls provide opportunity for diverse groups, but should be shared 

+  A number of recreation and leisure centre’s also function as community centre – a 

lot of overlap a good thing 

+ My most important community centre is FERN – this would be the case for quite a 

few people – especially the ‘alternative’/environmentally  conscious community it’s a 

great community centre and resource 

+ The seniors drop-in centre, Town Hall very thoughtful 

+ Landscaping outside Sullivan Hall is gold – great for socialising 

+ Sullivan Hall – a wonderful community facility and is much loved 

+ Town Hall is a huge asset- connecting community use and past and precent 

Heritage community facilities and spaces 

+ Preserving the Fremantle Town Hall for use and historical context and the community 

+ Heritage halls – tradition 

Number of skateparks 

+ Great number of skate facilities 

+ Youth Plaza is brilliant and a fantastic facility 

Meeting Place has an important place in the community 

+ The Meeting Place has an important role for a sector of the community 

Freemantle Public Library 

+ The library is a great facility 

+ Love seeing all the kids and families at Esplanade Plaza 

+ Fremantle Library IS a community centre – it’s a centre of interest, friendship and 

usefulness 

Community Gardens 

+ Community gardens/orchards attract a diverse mix 

Other 

+ Festivals like Hidden Treasures great for West End clubs 

+ Parmelia Park lovely park – well used and lovely play area 
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Negatives 

Poor condition and standard of facilities 

- Single use only 

- Not enough 

- Worn down – very old! 

Inadequate community spaces 

- Lack of smaller meeting spaces for the community/NFP groups (that dot have a 

booking fee) 

- Lack small, cosy recreation spaces for uses like playgroup, knotting 

- Need more seating for everybody all ages  

- Hire fee of $96 is prohibitive to ad hoc hire by community groups 

- Not much diversity for alternatives 

- Fremantle Town Hall too expensive to hire – wonderful resource 

- Performing arts facility needed 

- No community centre in the East End – a population growth area   

Lack of facilities for older people 

- No community centres for elderly – growth in demographic 

- Need community space for dancing especially for older people 

- No community centre is the East End of Freo – required for population growth 

Limited capacity of the Meeting Place 

- Glyde St community centre in Mosman Park function better as a community centre 

than Meeting Place 

Underutilisation of the Fremantle Town Hall 

- Town Hall underutilised 

Other 

- Is the library adequately staffed, is there a librarian? 

- Not enough information about community hall available to general public 
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Priorities and Visions 

Develop community gardens and food production 

 Allow some sections for allotment style ‘veg parks’ e.g. Hilton Bowling Club 

 Community Gardens/orchards need small building hub – multipurpose working, 

cooking and food preparation 

 Fruit and veg barrows – add to recreational feel of city  

 Urban orchard in Freo 

 Streetscapes can offer simple community facilities like circle seating, mini orchard 

 Urban orchards to encourage intergenerational use  

 Any space that bring together community for reaction, socialising, creativity, 

gardening, food production, cooking  is vital in a growing city 

Rationalisation community centres and space 

 Can do away with more halls if utilised in multipurpose 

 Put community centres on ovals 

 Encourage more people to get involved in community centre – maybe have more? 

 Amalgamate recreation and leisure and community space 

 Support little local things e.g. the plants  donation of grass and trees to Wray Ave  

Improve and develop community arts opportunities 

 A decent size hall with big stage to be used for dancing competitions 

 Theatre in the park – music, opera, cinema, free arts events 

 Open air market, Kings Square give much needed variety from frocks and coffee 

Build an amphitheatre 

 Live theatre encouraged 

 An amphitheatre built 

 Booyeembara amphitheatre once completed can provide a great array of recreation 

in a unique space  

Build joint facilities at Fremantle Park 

 Build Fremantle Park joint facility now 

 Joint facility at Fremantle Park – tennis, bowls and community centre 

Improve Sullivan Hall 

 Sullivan Hall needs storage space to enable mixed uses  
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Develop Village Hall in Fremantle 

 ‘Village Hall’ in Freo – generous central space for social and crafts, perhaps tea 

dances 

Create some more youth areas 

 Some more areas for youth – hangout areas 

Improve transport and access 

 Small buses to gather up housebound to bring to Village Hall, Kings Square Market 

Bijou, water park for light exercise and coffee 

 Ensure all new amenities have universal access 

Other 

 Bike and trike hire for the use who are unable to balance on two wheels but want to 

bike ride 
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4. Summary 

The Community Forum for the Beaconsfield, Hilton – O’Connor, Samson area was held on 

the 28 March 2017 and attended by 15 people. The 274 comments put forward by residents 

have been collated and the following keys themes have emerged. 

Sports Grounds 

Positives 

 Well maintained 

 Grounds have improved 

 Multiuse 

 Green open spaces 

Negative 

 Poor condition and outdated old facilities  

 Lack of facilities and amenities 

 Lot of single use facilities 

 Lack of use 

 Parking 

 Use a lot of water 

Priorities and Visons 

 Creating multiuse facilities and sporting hub 

 Diversifying use of sports grounds 

 Upgrading facilities 

 Planning for the future 

 Catering more for seniors 

 Improving biodiversity, green space and trees 

 More sustainable use of power and water 

 

Recreation and Leisure 

Positives 

 Fremantle Leisure Centre 

 Bathers Beach 

 South Beach 

 Port Beach 

 Dog Beach 

 Places to bring the community together 
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Negatives   

 Not enough multiuse and shared use 

 Limited capacity of Fremantle Leisure Centre 

 Lack of facilities at South Beach 

 Lack of facilities at Bathers Beach 

 Lack of facilities at dog beach  

 Duplication and expense 

 Underutilisation of some facilities  

 Limited number of recreation and leisure facilities   

 Parking issues 

 Improving public facilities at Freo Beaches 

 Expanding and improving Fremantle Leisure Centre   

 Future use of Fremantle Park 

 Expand recreation and leisure opportunities  

 More collaboration and sharing of facilities 

 Improving parking and public transport 

Priorities and Visons 

 Improving public facilities at Freo Beaches 

 Expanding and improving Fremantle Leisure Centre   

 Future use of Fremantle Park 

 Expand recreation and leisure opportunities  

 More collaboration and sharing of facilities 

 Improving parking and public transport 

Community Centres and Spaces 

Positives 

 Diversity of centres and spaces 

 Heritage community facilities and spaces 

 Number of skateparks 

 Meeting Place has an important place in the community 

 Freemantle Public Library 

 Community Gardens 

Negatives 

 Poor condition and standard of facilities 

 Inadequate community spaces 

 Lack of facilities for older people 

 Limited capacity of the Meeting Place 

 Underutilisation of the Fremantle Town Hall 
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Priorities and Visions 

 Develop community gardens and food production 

 Rationalisation community centres and space 

 Improve and develop community arts opportunities 

 Build an amphitheatre 

 Build joint facilities at Fremantle Park 

 Improve Sullivan Hall 
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1. Sports Grounds 

Positives  

High level of community use and sense of community 

+ Good community use of reserve  

+ Suitable for all age groups to enjoy 

+ Wide age groups can use at the same time 

+ Walking, running, kids, surrounds 

+ Community friendly, use BBQ 

+ Available for public use, including dogs 

+ Walking the dogs 

+ Dog central 

Integration of sports and general public use 

+ Long term combined community activities at Gill Fraser 

+ Open to community of the area, all stakeholders needs are meet 

+ Spaces that the community come together 

+ organised sport 

+ Amateur and high level encourages community 

+ Multi use sports teams 

+ Great and fair integration of clubs and general public use, actively used on 

Wednesday by multiple clubs 

Heritage facilities  

+ Amazing grandstand 

+ Gill Fraser – historic facilities and well known in the amateur football arena, should be 

protected 

+ Historic grandstand 

+ Historic and high value culturally for WA sports history 

+ Opportunity for diversification 

 

Beautiful location, undeveloped space on the river  

+ Gill Fraser – beautiful location, open undeveloped space, on the river etc. 

+ Gilbert Fraser Reserve – only sports ground in the district 

+ Gilbert Fraser reserve – great location 

+ River location, visually pleasing  

+ Excellent location near school so students can use the clubhouse and oval for a 

variety of activities 
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Health and wellness benefits   

+ Good area for general recreation 

+ Keep those who wish to be active 

+ Sports grounds great for community recreation 

+ Encourages health and wellbeing 

Large open space area 

+ Open space often has trees around the perimeter 

+ Good size for large participating clubs 

+ Playing surface is important 

+ Large area allows many activities at the same time – individual and small group 

+ The only large lawn area for organised sport north of the river for some distance 

Possible development opportunity with some ovals 

+ Some ovals could be ripe for development 

Other 

+ Smaller pocket parks well distributes throughout community very beneficial as 

playgrounds, rest 

 

Negatives 

Poor condition of clubhouse and grandstand at Gilbert Fraser Oval 

- Club house in poor condition internal and external 

- Grand stand needs to be refurbished 

- Gill Fraser – lack of parking, no BBQ, no wheelchair access, no women’s 

changerooms, lack of Game scoreboards, fences in a poor state, insufficient 

structure, no air conditioning, poor changeroom showers 

- Lack of ongoing COF funding for past maintenance, lack of proper storage for 

maintenance (ie shed) 

- Clubrooms require new clubroom and reliant on old inefficient fridges 

- Facilities outdated 

- Poor state of clubrooms/changerooms 

- Turf poor condition and dangerous to players 

- Clubrooms lack unisex and disabled access and limits future club members 

Cost of maintaining sports grounds 

- Cost of maintaining them 

- Maintenance/upkeep/reticulation, e.g. Gilbert Fraser has multiple uses – footie, 

cricket, school, fire brigade and dog walkers 

- Water hungry in summer 

- User pay – imbalance 
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Some negative impacts on residential amenity 

- Residents to be tolerant of noise 

- Gill Fraser  - sometimes lots of traffic,  

- Club house hides river view down Turton St 

- Parking 

 

Struggling financial sustainability of some clubs  

- Financial stability, shrinking funding and sponsorship stream 

- Threat to membership 

New Council lease required  

- Lack of Council lease 

Some people don’t pick up after their dogs 

- Dog walking – pick up poops 

- Some people don’t pick up after their dogs 

Possible over utilisation 

- Well utilised, maybe over used 

Gilbert Fraser oval disconnected from river by vegetation  

- Gil Fraser isolated from river by rehab/nature strip 

- Foreshore disappearing 

Ageing of the population 

- Ageing demographic 

Possibly lack of public toilets 

- No toilet facilities open to public OR if there is - no signs, previous one knocked 

down, need sign at end of John street 

Restricted demographic and usage 

- Layout – large land area from often restricted demographic and usage 

- Gill Fraser, few options for kids 

Other 

- No sports advisory council 

- The constructed semicircular water inlet at rivers edge does not work as intended but 

could be remedied 

- Divided by river and ocean 
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- River beach walking almost inaccessible at certain tides, between the bridges is 

awesome and could be better accessed 

 

Priorities and Visions 

Develop and improve Gilbert Fraser reserve 

 Gill Fraser – improve amenity for expansion of organised sports that integrates 

female and male participation 

 Gill Fraser – investment required, changeroom overhauled for unisex and disabled, 

redo decrepit internals, new storage shed at the ground, renovate clubrooms 

including cool room facilities 

 Gill Fraser – ‘elevate’ the ground as an iconic WA historical sporting facility, COF 

should demonstrate they are good to have the facility and care for it appropriately 

 Could be more open to a general community facilities on the riverfront – not just sport 

 Big grounds for bigger sporting and other events to warrant 

 Facilities, toilets on riverside of oval 

 Links between parks and oval etc – walking paths 

 Possible path alongside Gilbert Fraser between beach, some people can manage 

bikes and walkers 

 Need signs to say where public toilets are other than the one point at John street 

 Look at combining some rec facilities into sports hub – less maintenance costs, more 

security 

 Within green spaces for intensive community food production as part of a broader 

‘community food plan’ 

 Multiuse, tree species, shade/amenity, food(low maintenance nuts, carob, chestnuts, 

oak etc) 

 Allow sufficient green space for non-sporting uses and amenity 

 Include the foreshore as part of oval planning for recreational/community activities 

 Need to soften landscape as population increases and buildings encroach on 

domestic greenspace – therefore shade organic not structural 

 Include cycling track on boundaries, toilet facilities, bench seating (more), include 

shaded seating 

 Connect pathways 

 Funding of improvements – sell portion for redevelopment 

 Agreed vision – fund through special area rate 

 Just keep the beauty by being conscious of structures, fences, concrete etc that 

affects vistas 

 Plan should fit demographic facts – all sports grounds should cater in some way for 

all 

 Diversification in demographic and usage needed 

 Creative usage could be developed in sports grounds 

 Recognise our heritage e.g. Indigenous traditions, plants 
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Broaden the use of Gilbert Fraser Oval 

 Clubhouse usage – increase outside of sporting groups 

 Soccer- kids, Tai Chi for the community, yoga, exercise classes etc, festivals, 

music/performances, children games 

 Universal access, lighting, water seating BBQs for community, multiuse/community 

focus 

 Individual usage could have some activity equipment and contemplative areas 

 Need to have multi-use 

 Multiuse for a wide demographic at a wide range of times 

 Activities – tennis, bowling, driving range, netball/basketball, use fire brigade surface 

 More shade/green breaks required to broaden use 

 Engage footy/cricket club into community 

 Explore multiuse for underutilised club rooms 

 No access to Gil Fraser Hall, best location in NFR 

Reducing and more equity in the cost burden  

 Development community management plan (events, ground pruning, maintenance) 

to reduce burden on parks dept. 

 Need to have sporting clubs to share maintenance costs 

 Need to maintain public open space for the liveability of the community, sports 

grounds help maintain that 

Find opportunities to increase open space and sports grounds 

 Look for opportunities to increase public space/sports grounds 

  

Establish a standard and maintenance level for all sports grounds 

 Standard/level – should have a standard for all sportsgrounds, set a standard/level 

Other 

 Good management of events for traffic 

 Not all parks have to be for ‘kicking the footie’, some need not be even have much 

grass but be well ‘treed’ 

 Encourage national events – cycling, windsurfing, camping ground for tourism close 

by, increase public transport 

 Council to get volunteers, unemployed to be organised 

 Allocate areas 
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2. Recreation and Leisure 

Positives 

Existence of the Fremantle Leisure Centre  

+ Fremantle Leisure Centre – staff more professional, management becoming more 

+ FLC – Crèche is great 

+ Good facilities generally 

Some good Beach facilities 

+ Beach shelters great 

+ Dog beach great community facility 

+ Harvey Beach great facility 

+ Leighton Beach Kiosk and facilities fantastic 

+ responsive to requests 

Other 

+ North Freo Bowls – only bowls club north of the river 

+ Bike paths great but need cleaning/sweeping 

 

Negatives 

Inadequate facilities at Port and Leighton Beaches 

- Port and Leighton Beach – No shade at Port Beach, sand tracks north Leighton 

- Beach facilities at Leighton are poorly designed, especially for women, very little 

privacy 

- Port Leighton – NO WATER facilities between new Leighton and Sydney street, 

Cottesloe 

- Port and Leighton NO ordinance signs for 6-10 years at entrances 

- Port Beach – Horrible restaurant, shuts out beachgoers, miserable public Kiosk on 

South Side 

- LACK of parking, bituminise one area use marshalling area 

- Direction Way – no beach access in amphitheatre 

- Difficult to get access to beach – Tydeman Road  too busy  

- Nowhere to go when it is windy at Port, sand tracks North Leighton  

- Lack of parking at beach, outsiders to pay for parking  

- No loos at dog beach, parking 

- Railway line, old Leighton beach structures and general grounds de-tract from the 

newly developed facilities 
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Shortcomings of the Fremantle Leisure Centre 

- Fremantle Leisure Centre – not enough hours for therapy, need another pool for 

therapy only. As members it should be cheaper memberships as pool not available 

often enough – restricted availability should be cheaper memberships 

- Program pool needs to be 36 degrees or if not a new pool is needed 

- Very little funding available for THERAPY POOL, blinds need 

- FLC – spaces, classes can be cramp 

Underutilisation of the North Fremantle Bowls Club 

- Bowls club underutilised 

- Bowling Clubs are underutilised, but still a valuable resource 

Other 

- Bowls Club spoilt by highway 

- More wheelchair access, hand railing, hard edge children’s play area could be 

dangerous   

Priorities and Visions 

Expansion of Fremantle Leisure Centre 

 Fremantle Leisure Centre ticks all the boxes! – Catering for all demographics, 

abilities and supporting healthily activities 

 Plans to extend FLC 

 Fantastic FLC – could have more facilities for the ageing population – not tub/spa, 

need therapy pool open more 

 FLC – need to take care of the aged and disabled – extend hours, ramp and possible 

hoist or new therapy pool with all the facilities 

 Increase the size of gym facilities at FLC 

Developing and improving beach facilities and access 

 No water between facilities at Leighton beach and Mosman Park, need water for 

people and dogs – shower and drinking water near Southern border of dog beach 

 Leighton Beach – fantastic facility both in beach activities and dinning to lifestyle and 

apartments living 

 Port and North Leighton and sandtracks – give use shades, parking, water, showers 

and drinking fountains 

 Port Beach – Freo to stop dumping sand with rubbish in it – north aspect of coast 

carpark 

 Play equipment at beaches 

 Access paths from NFR East, Northbank? NFR West to beach – 3 crossings 

 Port Beach needs shelter and grass 
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 Port Leighton – have regular clean-ups along whole of beach (not just near dunes) 

and road verges 

 , toilet at dog beach 

 Make Beach St slower e.g. 50km 

 South Beach – continue protecting dog beach and mange access and parking 

 Parking at Beaches, universal access at beaches, changerooms universal 

 Wave Park at Rous Head 

 “Open” basketball and tennis courts available volleyball nets on beach, borrow or 

bring nets 

 Place out of the wind for people to go to after sea breeze comes in after the beach 

 Beaches – East/West links, overpass, underpass, bike path 

 Leighton beach, new/shorter link to station needed, safe bike/pedestrian access over 

Stirling Highway and Port Beach road. 

 More outdoor showers to people walking dogs at the dog beach, more parking – lack 

of water at the dog beach 

 More grassed areas with trees, tables, toilet facilities etc, North Leighton near dog 

beach 

 Reduce car parking at beach 

 Curtin Hwy to come off the coast, calm the coast and provide parking 

 Need access over the railway line to get to beach, East/West access 

Integrate precinct plan for all community facilities on Dedman Park 

 Accessibility already exists but requires upgrading (Dedman Park Precinct) 

 Bowls club well situated for integration with surrounding facilities 

 Potential for greater use of community facilities (Dedman Park Precinct) 

 Intergrade… Dedman Park, Herbert St Park, growing change NFCC and NFBC 

 Integrate with Dedman Park/NFCC and growing change (event hire possibilities) 

 Plan facilities as a whole i.e. Dedman Park, bowling club, community centres 

 Premises e.g. NFBC, NFCC to be made more vibrant by value adding to facilities e.g. 

nature playground, children’s garden, oven, BBQ, outdoor kitchen 

 Inclusive use for bowling club, community hall, growing change and linkages to 

parks, Dedman ie Herbert St 

 Hall to be available to the public 

 Better use of facilities – underutilised NFBC, NFCC 

 Support and fund community groups to manage and run 

 Recreational buildings need to be built with plenty of storage for the different groups 

that use the facility 

 Maybe multilevel sports complex ‘hub’ 

 Making use of bowling club 

 Multiuse/varies use – bowling club plus gym area? But consider who manages this – 

volunteers or third party? 

 Bowls club could provide fantastic venue to emerging and established artists, 

especially music 
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 Bowls clubs has significant multiuse potential 

 Built backpacker lodging over bowling club 

 Bowls Club – small investment of money to improve amenity 

 Bowls Club – management which includes more people from creative community 

 Develop housing over club (bowling) leave facilities below 

 Keep facilities in good order, promote use 

Create community arts opportunities 

 Promote use adult activities in the arts music groups, playgroups 

 Recognise dance as a club, facilities for locals VS business, also yoga, Tai Chi etc 

 Electric shuttle bus to train station 

 More development of arts facilities for amateur/teaching with lower rent opportunities, 

art club model vs business model 

Improve connectivity of community facility nodes 

 In North Freo main problem is connectivity between nodes – Leighton to North 

Freo/community centre and Gilbert Fraser reserve 

Other 

 Tennis, bowls excellent opportunity for communal gatherings, but strong sports bias 

 Up grading entry into North Freo 

 BBQ facilities good balance of shade, trees and scrubs 

 Integrated redesign of parks for children 

 Redesign of Portside Park, pergolas, BBQ, river wall. Redesign with steps and wall 

Harvest road Beach 

 Harvest road parking bays incentive for off street parking to use it  

 Development of Shell Caltex facilities, ensure access corridor gets incorporated 

 Storm water into ground not river  

 Underground power 

 Freo Council to stop dumping sand with rubbish in it North aspect of Coast car park 

 Parkland along Railway line, footbridge needing repair  

 Crosswalk at bottom of footbridge over Curtin Ave Leighton 

 Stage Government registers old marshalling yard at Leighton Beach to A Class 

Reserve. This area need to be developed to reflect its new classification before it is 

sold to pay debt 

 Process to utilise hall or club should be easy, cheap enough and publicise 

 Sew Park – new extra play equipment for older children 

 Sew Park smaller playground built, we had a bigger on previously, give us something 

like Alfred Rd for older children 

 Redesign of the playground and walkthrough from Thompson road for toddlers and 

above, McCabe Park. Not just plastic playground equipment – integrate with 

landscape 
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 River facilities Portside Park 

 Portside Park and McCabe Park – urgent redesign needed 

 Landscape work with play equipment – start at McCabe Park 
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3. Community Centres and Spaces  

Positives 

Benefits of Skateparks 

+ Skatepark – draws a great number of people into park 

+ Skateparks – open space for youth, teens, etc. very important for this demographic 

+ Esplanade Skatepark – great facility, activated space, youth well behaved and 

considerate 

+ Skatepark Freo is a great success 

NFBC and NFCC area valued by the community 

+ NF community hall – lovely floorboards, hard to book sometimes, not enough secure 

storage for NFCA – our stuff gets moved 

+ North Fremantle bowling club great central location, better signage 

+ NFBC and NFCC – location is good, social heritage, NFBC building poor repair, 

NFCC premises is good, grounds poor 

Affordable cost to hire community facilities 

+ Accessible to all community groups at an affordable price to hire – low hire costs 

should be retained 

+ NF community centre relatively cheap venue 

High community benefit of the Meeting Place 

+ Meeting Place is essential for community cohesiveness – classes bring people 

together 

Fremantle Town Hall usage and events 

+ Town Hall – great usage 

+ Fremantle Town Hall – music concerts and event 

Other 

+ We use Saw Park for our BBQs – usually late afternoon, facilities are minimal but 

serviceable 

 

Negatives 

Poor viability of North Fremantle Bowls Club 

- Low level of use and members at the North Fremantle Bowls Club 

- NFBC  is underutilised 
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- North Freo Bowling Club is often perceive as a club for the older generation – 

consider marketing to the younger 

 

Lack of coordination and integration of community facilities on Dedman Park 

- Current community centre/bowling club/Dedman Park all managed separately – 

needs to be coordinated and treated as a whole 

- Publicise fact that community centres and spaces are available for hire – new groups 

may not know what is available 

- Location of NFCC is obsolete – no commercial kitchen 

- NFCC is underutilised, open space poor, value add required 

- Community centre -  no info reaches other side of the river 

- Gill Fraser Hall facilities underutilised 

- No access to Hall etc for locals 

 

Priorities and Visions 

Create a Community Hub at Dedman Park 

 Create a community hub of the Dedman Park Precinct…top priority 

 Rebuild North Freo community hall and bowling club as Arts precinct with bowls club 

as social aspect of hub with PA/music system ad incorporate within multi storey 

building to support dance/music/arts at amateur/club levels more professional level at 

Freo Arts Centre ie development of artists 

 NFCH – softer boundary with growing changes, integrate landscaping, Intergrade 

with park/bowls 

 Community needs to be more engaged with what is happening at the Dedman Park 

Precinct 

 Dedman Park, Herbert St Park more accessibility with paths for prams, kids, 

wheelchairs 

 All community spaces and centres need to be preserved for the future – usage by all 

groups needs to be open 

 Upgrading NF bowling club/club for multiuse 

 All sports and community centres – should be treated and financed equally with 

education 

 Preserve significant historical areas for future generations 

Improve access and connectivity between community facility nodes  

 Spaces are split – too many main roads 

 NFR area’s cut off by roads – need to create access areas, majors roads as 

obstacles 

 Footbridge over Stirling Hwy, East and West 

 Slowing traffic on Stirling Hwy thru NF 
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 Put Stirling Hwy underground to reinvigorate NFR town centre 

 A community drone to fly us over the highways 

 Tunnel Railway and Stirling Hwy land above Becomis? Link from river to sea. Plazas, 

high rise, mixed use developments minor roads to service exist North Freo 

 Opportunities on railway land – access 

Promote the usage of the Fremantle Town Hall 

 Fremantle Town Hall – more usage, more publicity 

Other 

 Sew Park playground needs to be bigger and suitable for older children 

 Sew Park is it possible to have lighting to approx 10pm at the shade structure and 

another table and seats 

 Can only get together while it is light in the park with neighbours – Sew Park 

 McCabe park, Portside Park, river wall, shade, shelter, need integrated landscape 

design with play in all parks. Harvest Rd – another set of river steps and NFCA ideas 

for walls 

 Ask state government to sell off the Port on North side(build out harbour instead, 

uses, open space, housing, pool near beach and sandtracks 

 What is missing – community spirt gotten too large to know each other – needs more 

leaflets for acknowledgment of activities and events for the growing population that 

do not use our community centre 

 Aged centres getting better, need more volunteers 

 There adequate PCYC – North Freo 

 So much rubbish along Stirling Hwy 

 Lack of verge maintenance especially on Stirling Hwy 

 Please clean up rubbish on verges 

 Community Comment – where is it on your website – make your website clearer 
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4. Summary 

The Community Forum for the North Fremantle area was held on the 23 March 2017 and 

attended by 23 people. The 265 comments put forward by residents have been collated and 

the following keys themes have emerged. 

Sports Grounds 

Positives  

 High level of community use and sense of community 

 Integration of sports and general public use 

 Heritage facilities  

 Beautiful location, undeveloped space on the river  

 Health and wellness benefits   

 Large open space area 

 Possible development opportunity with some ovals 

Negatives 

 Poor condition of clubhouse and grandstand at Gilbert Fraser Oval 

 Cost of maintaining sports grounds 

 Some negative impacts on residential amenity 

 Struggling financial sustainability of some clubs  

 New Council lease required  

 Some people don’t pick up after their dogs 

 Possible over utilisation 

 Gilbert Fraser oval disconnected from river by vegetation  

 Ageing of the population 

 Possibly lack of public toilets 

 Restricted demographic and usage 

Priorities and Visions 

 Develop and improve Gilbert Fraser reserve 

 Broaden the use of Gilbert Fraser Oval 

 Reducing and more equity in the cost burden  

 Find opportunities to increase open space and sports grounds 

 Establish a standard and maintenance level for all sports grounds 
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Recreation and Leisure 

Positives 

 Existence of the Fremantle Leisure Centre  

 Some good Beach facilities 

Negatives 

 Inadequate facilities at Port and Leighton Beaches 

 Shortcomings of the Fremantle Leisure Centre 

 Underutilisation of the North Fremantle Bowls Club 

Priorities and Visions 

 Expansion of Fremantle Leisure Centre 

 Developing and improving beach facilities and access 

 Integrate precinct plan for all community facilities on Dedman Park 

 Create community arts opportunities 

 Improve connectivity of community facility nodes 

 

Community Centres and Spaces  

Positives 

 Benefits of Skateparks 

 NFBC and NFCC area valued by the community 

 Affordable cost to hire community facilities 

 High community benefit of the Meeting Place 

 Fremantle Town Hall usage and events 

Negatives 

 Poor viability of North Fremantle Bowls Club 

 Lack of coordination and integration of community facilities on Dedman Park 

Priorities and Visions 

 Create a Community Hub at Dedman Park 

 Improve access and connectivity between community facility nodes  

 Promote the usage of the Fremantle Town Hall 
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Age Friendly City Plan 2014 - 2015 
The City of Fremantle Age Friendly City Plan 2014 - 2015 was adopted in August 2014 and 

is based on the Age-friendly Cities approach which has been adopted by the WA 

Government and by many other LGAs. 

The Aged - Friendly Cities concept is based on a holistic approach to older people and the 

ageing of the population that is well beyond seeing older people in a service delivery context 

and is underpinned by the concept ‘active ageing’.  

Key Implications for the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036  

The Age Friendly City Plan is based on six key strategy areas and contains the objectives 

and actions required to address each strategy. The strategy areas, objectives and actions 

that are relevant to the Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2026 are identified 

below. 

Social participation 

Provide a range of lifelong learning activities that encourage older people to participate in 

community life. 

 Provide activities and courses at various locations that encourage participation in 

arts, culture, and music. 

 

 Provide programs that encourage older people to try new and different sports and 

participate in physical activity. 

Outdoor spaces and buildings 

Ensure that older people have the same opportunities as other people to access the City’s 

buildings, facilities, parks, reserves, playgrounds and beaches. 

 Regular upgrades in the Fremantle local government area where better seating and 

shading is required as part of ongoing works. 

 

 Provide accessible community facilities for older persons.  

 

. 

 

 



Community Facilities Plan: Future Directions 2036 

Appendix 4: Comments on Community Centres and Spaces Priorities 

Top priorities for improving existing Community Centres and Spaces in the 
City of Fremantle? 

New south beach change rooms 

Firstly they need to serve their locale. 
Secondarily serve the wider City 

Wilson park should not be a car park 
Wilson park should not be a car park 
this is so simple  

No opinion 

Better toilet and change facilities at FLC 
Better cycle path connections between facilities 

See previous comment 

More: 
Accessible 
Natural surroundings where ever possible 
Multi-use where ever  possible 
Extended opening times where ever possible 

New purpose built community facility on Fremantle Park that also houses the Tennis and 
Boling clubs. 

maintenance 
cooling 
lighting 
sporting infrastructure 

More Table Tennis playing facilities 

Having recycling facilities at club rooms as this is currently unavailable.  

More community gardens and cooking areas. Greater number of courses available through 
arts centre. More safe spaces for young teenagers  

1) If Pearse Street in North Fremantle is going to continue to be a bike track, we need speed 
humps for the safety of the residents. This occurred with NO consultation with local 
residents; those cheesy signs were put in pointing the way to Perth and the way to 
Fremantle (who they are for I do not know). Riders speed down our street at a faster rate 
than the cars and trucks! We need speed humps to slow down these opportunists or a child 
or animal will be hit. 2) Rubbish cleaning and collection needs to be improved for reasons of 
safety and visual amenity. 3) Reconsider using Bathers Beach as a de facto pub; provide 
proper smoking bins to help prevent the idiots butt out on the ground or in the sand (I 
happen to be a smoker but I refrain from doing that kind of thing, smoking on any beach is 
just dumb). 4) Keep the bowling clubs, while bowling comps aren't as prevalent as they 
were, they are important in many other ways.  

Improved lighting at night 
Improved general facilities 
improved playgrounds 
more dog bins 



make them accessible, I don't use these facilities  

n/a 

Closer to home  
Library (Hilton) 

Top priorities for improving existing Community Centres and Spaces in the 
City of Fremantle? 

Parking 
Public Access 
Safety 
Modern Facilities 

1. The baby change toilets at Kings Square as they are often occupied by drug users and 
homeless. I believe our city should be friendly to homeless people but there is nowhere to 
change a child in the city given the state of those toilets.  

Skate Park - Booyeembara needs to be made a bit bigger as it is used a lot but very small.  
There is heaps of space to increase its size 
Skate Park - beach street could be jazzed up just looks like concrete.... 

1. Surrounding GREEN SPACE (Beach St skate park for example is dreadful and thus 
attracts riff raft) 
2. Maintenance 
3. Light and fresh air. (Some places are so stagnant, they smell, and make me feel like there 
are germs everywhere and I don't like visiting them.) 

Maintain/increase grassed/shaded areas 

- Keep up the good work at Fremantle Pools and maintain the facilities to a good standard 
- Upgrade and improve facilities and increase bin emptying frequency or amount of bins at 
South Beach 
- Implement an outdoors gym at South Beach and add distance markers along the cycle / 
running path 

Replanting program for indigenous and culturally significant plants in Booyeembara Park 
Finish Booyeembara Park according to the Master Plan with professional help not 
community design/build 

More groups and classes for younger folk.  Everything seems targeted to seniors! 

Outdoor exercise equipment as in Booyeembara Park and East Fremantle foreshore may 
encourage people to exercise more. 
Bigger Freo leisure centre. 

Maintain variety and quality with easy access to whole community 
Higher quality and interest in play spaces not just plastic playgrounds 

Playgroup facilities, Upgrading playgrounds (nature playground with water play - something 
similar to the Nature Playground in Mosman Park),  

nil 

Same as before 

none come to mind 

Make them feel safe.  
Good wifi availability 
Seating 
Shade 



update to modern standards 

More meeting rooms that can be hired by community members 

 

Top priorities for improving existing Community Centres and Spaces in the 
City of Fremantle? 

More control of unsocial behaviour in public spaces 
Public toilet facilities upgraded and patrolled more where possible 

Progression of the upgrade of Fremantle Park Facility will provide much needed community 
learning, leisure and recreational spaces in central Fremantle. 

There should be serious thought and funds put into upgrading Fremantle Park's 
infrastructure and buildings, including the stretches of Ord Street and Hampton Roads from 
the Fremantle Art Centre to the Fremantle Prison to make it into a sporting and cultural 
experience for people living and visiting the area. 

Purpose built sport and community facility on Fremantle Park.  This will include space for 
dancing and musical events much needed since the closure of other facilities such as 
Kulcha. 

changing places toilets 

Parks - better maintenance and don't reduce open space areas  

Safety  
Parking 

art gallery 
above ground library 
local live theatre venue 
outdoor summer movie space 

Parking with some form 
of e-tag for users.  
A spa and sauna and massage rooms at the leisure centre.  
More expended catering options and extended night time hours.  

Upkeep and expansion of skateparks in suburban/fringe areas 

Have an undercover synthetic lawn bowling green in Freo 

  



Are there any other comments or ideas you would like to put forward? 

I think the survey ought to cover 'what people do?' 
Where do they work? 
What recreational activities do their households do? 
Which would they prefer to do locally. 
Do they use City entertainment precinct, do they want too? 
Also these surveys need to separate whether they are about the entertainment precinct, ie, 
facilities aimed for guests from other suburbs, states internationals, etc. 

Recently moved closer so planning to use facilities more, would be great to see more 
programmes at Samson.  

1.Please consider extending the Fremantle pool opening hours to 9pm in Summer.  
2. Please don't under value the natural environment of Fremantle as the centre of our 
leisure, sport and social world. Parks and beaches here are world class. They are free to 
participants.  
3. The Booyeembara Skate Park is too hidden away from the walk Trails. I don't skate but I 
love to watch the young people skate as I walk past and The Esplanade Skate Park is 
Excellent for this. 

Love our local park and the leisure centre 

Preferences change over things like age and interest - even the seasons, etc - need to 
factor that in for all developments 

I use the Glyde-In more than the Meeting Place.  It's an amazing community centre with the 
type of courses that appeal to me. 
The Town Hall is wonderful but too expensive to hire - even when it's free during festivals 
there are prohibitive costs of security , applying for a licence etc.  I love attending events 
there. 

Link this plan with a public space strategy  

Making the information about the community centres easily available. Whenever receive any 
information about what is happening at these places.  

We tend to use the stuff closer to home. I have answered for me and my kids, who are quite 
active. I can't stress enough the problems created by public drinking in North Fremantle and 
the associated rubbish, and the danger that has been created in Pearse Street from flying 
bicycle riders.  

  

New facilities on the south side of the Gill Fraser Reserve. Ground floor changerooms, 
storerooms, offices. Top floor, cafe/bar, function room overlooking the river to the south and 
oval to the north. 

No age group 50 to 60 below 

Gibson Park is an accident waiting to happen during netball season. 

The only place I feel unsafe is the baby change toilets in Kings Square.  
I do not enjoy using the facilities at South Beach toilets to wash and change children.  
otherwise I think we have great facilities and I feel very well served by our council.  

 

  



Are there any other comments or ideas you would like to put forward? 

It worries me greatly that some green open spaces attract the WRONG people. It worries 
me greatly that children could play in a field where needles have been left. It worries me 
greatly that design is not considered to save money, when designing a new building or 
space, or renovating an existing building or space. Design is everything; the quality of the 
air, the sound, the insulation, the ventilation, the natural lighting, and outlook - these are 
things that matter when inside a club room, that create energy and good feelings, and make 
one appreciate their environment more. When you have a club that adores their space they 
will guard it, and issues like security and maintenance may come more naturally, and freely. 
Please please please design beautiful spaces that are well thought out. Please do not let 
money and cheapness and common-place dictate everything you do, because you don't 
necessarily save in the long term. 

I love Freo and since having kids I enjoy spending lots of time in the various parks, 
playgrounds and community spaces.  
I would love to see some of the outlying playgrounds updated such as Nicole's Park and 
grigg park and shade sails installed.  
Thanks for inviting our feedback.  

I would love to use the Fremantle Leisure Centre fitness facilities more, but the cost for a 
casual user (+2 kids in the crèche) is too high. A membership would be poor value because 
my kids are always getting sick and would prevent me for being able to go often enough to 
get good value. 

As per earlier comments - more availability of facilities outside of work hours would be great.  
Particularly for those of us with a two hour commute each day. 

Age group 50 to 59 not listed below??? 

I am 57 yo. My age bracket answer has been missed out from the next question. 

I have many friends who travel to surrounding councils to use there facilities that are 
cleaner, newer, friendlier 

Table tennis is the second most participated sport in the world. Samson rec centre cannot 
fulfil table tennis requirements and it is time to build better facilities (eg at Hilton Bowling club 
who have agreed in principle to host a TT facility adjacent to them). 

I noted there are a few bowling club facilities; as a table tennis enthusiast who plays more 
than 3 times a week, it'd be great to have a more permanent facility. Gordon Lee, our 
president Fremantle Table Tennis Club has been negotiating for it on a sharing basis with 
Hilton bowling club for some years now. Our membership has been growing. It'd be great to 
move beyond talk. 

We are Fremantle Leisure Centre gym members. Seems expensive to me compared to 
private gym operators 
Gym staff need to be more meaningfully engaged with clientele.  

I would like to see the CAT buses run for later in the day eg 2200 hrs 

Sporting and recreational facilities are vital to community building and need to be accessible 
catering for the needs of the whole community. While generally there is opportunity to 
participate in most activities within the City of Fremantle most of the facilities at existing 
venues are in urgent need of upgrade and modernisation. The upgrading of an existing 
facilities could provide opportunity to incorporate new activities not presently catered for.  

 

  



Are there any other comments or ideas you would like to put forward? 

• Keep Fremantle Park as a recreation reserve (no commercial application) while upgrading 
the sporting facilities and park areas so that it serves the community better. 
• Develop the stretch of Ord Street and Hampton Road between the Fremantle Art Centre 
and the Fremantle Prison to include a heritage-interpretive walk, highlighting cultural and 
historical significances, including Samson House, the old quarry area, the old Ivanhoe site, 
the old houses along Ord St and general Bateman precinct and the route of the Prison's 
underground tunnels at above ground level. 

need changing places toilets and proper hydro pool with hoisting 
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Appendix 5: Stakeholder Input – Sport Clubs  

Club Grounds Lease /  Licence 

Bicton-Attadale Cricket 
Club 

Fremantle Park – competition only Seasonal Hire 

Consultation comments 

BACC Membership 
Approx. 60 members 
4 Senior Teams (14-60yrs) 
 
Current Usage 

 Only use Fremantle Park for competitive games – Weekends 12.00 – 6.00pm 
o Don’t use nets at Fremantle Park as they are not safe to use 

 Home ground and club house is based in Melville but there is uncertainty about their 
future in Melville due to possible redevelopments 

 
Facility Requirements 

 3-4 Cricket nets -  training and warm-up 

 Shared use club facility – preferably in the same location as existing building as its 
ideally located for cricket viewing 

o Function area – space to display pennants/trophy 
o Kitchen facilities 
o Bar facilities 
o Storeroom  
o Viewing deck 
o Accessible toilets separate to changeroom 
o Unisex changerooms x 4 – allows for two games to be played simultaneously 

and can allow for growth into female teams 

 Scoreboard 

 Improved parking facilities 
 

Excalibur Fencing Club 
South Fremantle High School Rec 
Hall 

Contract Hire 

Consultation comments 

EFC 2017 Membership  
140 members  
Has increased slightly 
 
Current Usage  
Monday 7.00-9.00pm 
Tuesday 7.00-9.00pm 
Friday 7.00-9.00pm – casual drop in session 
(would prefer another night but facilities are not available) 
Saturday 1.00- 4.00pm – dedicated to juniors 
 
Currently use South Fremantle Senior High School and has been able to store equipment on 
site but contracts have not been renewed for 2018 when the school switches Fremantle 
College. 
 
 
 



Facility Requirements 
Current facilities meet the requirements of the club but WA Fencing doesn’t have a home 
base facility and hires a facility in Belmont for competitions. 
 
An ideal facility would consist of 

 Storage space (3mx3m) 

 Sprung wooden floor 

 Space for 5 -10 pistes to be permanently set up 
o Piste is made of aluminium pieces that measure 1.5m x 1.5m and fit together 

like a jigsaw puzzle 
o Total length 15m 
o Felt underlining 
o Club has 3 pistes, WA fencing have 8 pistes 
o Competition requires minimum of 5, national competition require minimum of 

10 
o Pistes are attached to electronic scoring equipment and therefore ideally set 

up permanently – club currently now just trains on the wooden floor. 

Fremantle Bridge Club Fremantle Masonic Hall  

Consultation comments 

FBC Membership  
140 members (fairly consistent over the last three years) 
 
Current Usage 
Five days a week for 5 hours 
 
Facility Requirements 

 Approximately 250m2 of dedicated space for Bridge tables  

 Storage Space 

 Administration space 

 Kitchen facilities 

 Function Space – suitable for tea breaks 
 

Fremantle Bowls Club Fremantle Park Lease 

Consultation comments 

FBC Membership 
Full Playing Members – 70 
Social Members – 15 
Life Members – 3 
Corporate Member – 51  
Total – 139 
 
Current Usage 
Summer Season  

 Tuesdays - Ladies Pennants 

 Wednesdays – Pennant practice and social bowls 

 Thursday - Men’s Mid-Week Pennants 

 Fridays - Pennant practice and social bowls  

 Saturdays - Men’s Saturday Pennants 

 Sundays – Social bowls 
Winter Season 

 Mondays – Mixed triples  

 Fridays – Social bowls 

 Sundays -  Social bowls 



Facility Requirements 

 As per plan for Fremantle Sport and Community Centre.  
 

Fremantle City Dockers 
Junior Football Club  

Dick Lawrence Reserve Seasonal Hire 

Consultation comments 

FCDJFC 2017 Membership 
High School Male – 105 
Primary school Male-190 
Auskick-96 
Female Total-46 (20 primary, 26 High school) 
Total = 437 
 
Current Usage 

 Monday – Friday – training 

 Saturday – Sunday – competition 
 

Facility Requirements 

 Oval area to be increased. Currently one of the smallest ovals in the South Fremantle 
Football Club Junior District.  

o Finals cannot be held at Dick Lawrence Oval due to this reason 
o Training space at a premium for the older age groups – currently looking for 

new grounds to meet requirements for the 2018 season 
o Membership numbers may have to be capped if additional training oval space 

cannot be located in City of Fremantle 

 The condition of the oval requires extensive remediation over summer months 

 More changerooms to assist with the expansion into female teams 
 
FCDJFC Contribution 
FCDJFC Community is willing to enter into any collaborative discussion regarding funding of 
any works required at Dick Lawrence Oval to ensure the longevity of junior AFL football in 
the City of Fremantle 
 

Fremantle City Football 
Club 

Hilton Park Soccer Oval – competition 
only 
Hilton Park – training & competition 
Bruce Lee Reserve - training & 
competition 
Fremantle Park - training & 
competition 
 

Lease 
 
Seasonal Hire 
 
Licence Agreement 
 
Seasonal Hire 

Consultation comments 

FCFC Membership 
Approx. 1200 members – Juniors/Seniors/ Masters 
Expected to grow next season 
Has partnered with professional Italian club Juventus Football Club 
Will attract more members, training camps etc. 
  
Current Usage 

 Home Ground / Club house – Hilton Soccer Ground (Hilton Mid), Ground only used 
for competitive games. 

 Training and competition grounds used 7 days a week 
 
 



Facility Requirements 

 Develop outdoor small-sided courts 
 Upgrade to existing club house 

o Upgrades estimated to cost $200k, cost to be covered by club 
o Proposed upgrades will allow the facility to be a hireable space for community 

groups and individuals 
o New flooring 
o New bar fittings 
o Upgrade to a commercial kitchen  
o New AV/Sound  
o New bathroom fittings  
o New internal fittings e.g. curtains, chairs 
o Replace windows on east facing wall with bi-fold doors to create alfresco area 

 Car Park 
 Redevelopment of existing changeroom facility 

o Minimum 6 changeroom  
 Facing both Hilton Park Soccer Oval and Hilton Park 

o Upstairs gym facility  
 Open to the public - similar to Jetts 24hr fitness etc. 

o Office space 
o Store Room 
o Physio Rooms 

 Massage 
 Ice bath 

o Laundry room 
o Umpire facility - change room 

 Grandstand 
o Minimum of 120 seats 

 Lights 
 

Fremantle & Districts 
Model Railway 
Association 

Fremantle Prison NA 

Consultation Comments 

FDMRA Membership and current facilities 

 25 mostly retired men, but does include some students and women.  

 The club meets on Wednesdays (10am – 8pm), Saturdays (10am – 5pm) and other 
times if necessary. 

 Originally rented the ‘Blacksmiths Workshop’ at the Fremantle Prison for ten years 
until the prison ended the lease in 2016. The area was a large enough to allow 3 
operational train layouts and space to work. 

 Currently rent the ‘Old Stables’ building at the prison until the club is able to find a 
new home. This room only allows for 1 layout. 

 Each layout takes over 2 hours to setup and are left permanently assembled – not 
suitable to putting away each day to save space.  

 The club displays a layout at shopping centre during school holidays as an attraction 
and to raise funds. 

 
Facility Requirements 

 A secure area of about 120 square meters – to house 2 layouts (65 sqm includes 
walk-around area) , 4 work benches, storage area, toilets and meeting area. 

 The train club also has a covered trailer (4m x 2.4m) that is used to shift a layout to 
display sites. This does not need to be included in the secure are, but would be nice 
if it can be stored somewhere. 



 Would like to build/establish own Club Rooms on council provided land in the 
Fremantle Districts area. 

 Would like to own the building rather than paying rent each month. 
 

Fremantle District 
Cricket Club 

Stevens Reserve Joint lease 

Consultation comments 

FDCC Membership 
Approx. 150 
Selection process occurs to be accepted as a playing member 
 
Current Usage 

 Saturday - competition 

 Hosts state second XI games – Toyota Futures League 
 
Facility Requirements 

 Improved net facilities – application has been submitted for the Stronger 
Communities Grant  

 New ablutions 

 Improved changerooms – accessible and unisex to allow for female teams 

 Improved lighting  

 Increased storage 

 Modern fit out of existing club house 
 

Fremantle Hockey Club Stevens Reserve Joint lease 

Consultation comments 

Current Usage 

 Monday – Thursday – Training sessions 

 Saturday – Competition 

 Sunday – Competition 

 Hosts school training and competition 
 
Facility Requirements 

 New ablutions 

 Improved changerooms  

 Improved lighting  

 Increased storage 

 Modern fit out of existing club house 
 

Fremantle Lawn Tennis 
Club 

Fremantle Park Lease 

Consultation comments 

FLTC 2017 Membership 
Senior Male – 66 
Senior Female – 34 
Junior Male – 41  
Junior Female – 18 
Total = 159 (2016 – 149, 2015 – 162) 
 Social usage not captured 
 
Facility Requirements 

 As per plan for Fremantle Sport and Community Centre.  
 



Fremantle Leisure 
Centre 

Fremantle Park NA 

Consultation comments 

FLC Membership 
Memberships Numbers - John will send these through to me 
 
Facility Requirements 
 
Administration and supporting infrastructure 

 Relocation of entrance and larger entrance area 
o Street frontage preferable 

 Relocation of café and sports shop 

 New space for childcare facility 

 New training/function room 

 Dry playground area 

 Social sport area – e.g. beach volleyball, ½ court basketball 
 
Gym area 

 Increase gym floor area 
o Purpose built areas 

 Cardio 
 Strength 
 1 x studio 
 1 x group fitness  

o Gym area to have own change rooms/toilets 
 
Aquatic area 

 Purpose built Hydro therapy pool 
 New swimming pool to cater to the learn to swim and group Fitness (25m x 4 lanes) – 

enclosed 
 Extreme Water feature - Slide etc. to attract older kids and families 
 Climate control structure over the 25m and play pool. 
 New 50m Plant and filtration system - to Heath department standard. 
 Additional filter and UV system to the 25m and play pool -  Code of practice 

standards 
 
Changerooms 

 2 x male ablutions - 1 x large to cater for large groups/schools 
 2 female ablutions - 1 x large to cater for large groups/schools 
 Family change rooms and accessible change rooms 
 Gym area to have own ablutions and changerooms 

 
Multi-purpose facility 

 Minimum 3 court indoor facility 
  

Fremantle Netball 
Association 

Frank Gibson Reserve Lease 

Consultation comments 

FNA 2017 Membership  
Senior – 1050 
19 & Under – 210 
17 & Under – 570 
Junior – 3120 
Total = 4950 (2016 – 5080, 2015 – 5190, 2014 - 5140) 



Current Usage 
Summer Season 

 Monday – Wednesday – Club training 

 Wednesdays  - Spring Comp 

 Thursdays – Representative team training 

 Mon/Wed/Thurs – Notre Dame hire facilities 
Winter Season 

 Monday – Wednesday – Club training 

 Tuesday – Friday – School Competitions  

 Saturday - Competition 
 
Facility Requirements 

 Fremantle Netball Association is working with the City and Department of Local 
Government, Sport and Cultural Industries to develop a new facility which will house 
the following 

o Administration 
o Function space 
o Catering facilities 
o Storage spaces 
o Medical facilities 
o Changerooms 

 
FNA Contribution 

 $1.8M through State Government Funding 

 Approx. $500K  through FNA funding 

 Currently investigating further funding opportunities 
 

Fremantle PCYC NA Lease 

Consultation comments 

PCYC Membership 
No memberships directly with PCYC 
Membership /registration is associated with the activity 
 
Current Usage 

 Used 7 days per week between the hours of  9.00am – 9.00pm 

 Facilitates over 20 different activities and programs 
 
Facility Requirements 

 Convert outdoor basketball courts into an indoor multi-court facility 
o Consist of 1 full length court (North-South) and 2 half courts (East-West) 
o Fully sprung wooden floor – Donated by Luc Longley - Perth Wildcats 

basketball court from the Perth Entertainment Centre 
 Will allow the 23 PCYC basketball teams to train at the PCYC, 

currently hire other facilities to train 

 Gym 1 to be used as a full time gymnastic facility 
o Will allow the gym program to expand which currently has 100 people on the 

waitlist 

 Gym 2 to remain share use 

 Gym 3 to focus on martial arts and alternative sports 
o Introduce FreeG (combination of parkour & gymnastics) 

 Expand “Safe Space” Zone 
o Relocate space from the front of the building to the rear 
o Expand rear room to allow for 



 Education space – computers etc. 
 Workshop room 
 Office Space 

 
PCYC Contribution 
Currently investigating funding opportunities available. 
 

Fremantle Roosters 
Rugby League Club 

Ken Allen Field Lease 

Consultation comments 

FRRLC 2017 Membership  
Senior – 120 
Junior – 180 
Social - 25 
 
Other Users 

 Fremantle Touch Association 

 NRL WA – Representative Teams 
 
Facility Requirements 

 Increased storage for multi-user facility 

 Improved lighting – currently prohibits night games which is a revenue stream 

 Improved accessibility  

 New grandstands 

 Improved changerooms and ablutions 

 New gym facilities 
 

Fremantle Surf Life 
Saving Club 

Leighton Beach 
 

Own Building 
Lease Land 

Consultation comments 

Current Usage 

 Patrol – Weekends – Oct-April 

 Training session throughout the week all year round 
 
Facility Requirements 

 Increased storage space 

 Increased parking facilities 
 

Fremantle Table Tennis 
Club 

Samson Recreation Centre Seasonal Hire 

Consultation comments 

FTTC Membership 
Members -  100 
Casual – 30 regulars 
 
Current Usage 
Tuesday 5.00 – 8.00pm 
Thursday 5.00 – 9.00pm 
Saturday 6.30 – 9.30pm 
Sunday 3.00 – 5.30pm 
 
 
 
 



Facility Requirements 

 1600m2 shed to house 14 table tennis tables permanently set 
o Currently has 12 tables  
o A space this size would be capable of holding national tournaments 

 4 x multi-purpose courts – ideally badminton 
 Volunteer run – staffed hours 9.00am-10.00pm 

o All day, every day swipe card access 
 
FTTC Contribution 

 Club is willing to contribute financially to a new facility 
 

Fremantle Triathlon Club NA NA 

Consultation comments 

FTC Membership 
Members -  approx. 200 
 
Current Usage 
Season runs Sept – April 
2 x swim session and Fremantle Leisure Centre 
Ocean swim sessions – Leighton Beach 
Run sessions – South Beach 
Ride Sessions – start at Fremantle 
 
Facility Requirements 

 Improved bike facilities, including end of trip 
 Outdoor gym equipment 
 Access to a shared club house/function space 

Hilton Park Bowling Club Hilton Park Lease 

Consultation comments 

HPBC Membership 
Bowling Members - 65 
Social Members – 350  
 
Facility Requirements 

 Building needs be bought up to modern building codes 

 $50K is available through an election promise to develop accessible toilets 

 Club would love a synthetic green 

 Club is open to suggestions about possible co-location of other sports using the 
unused spaces within their lease boundary. Its preferable that land stay within the 
leased area 

 
HPBC Contribution 

 HPBC is willing to enter into any collaborative discussion regarding funding of any 
works required at the club. 

Hilton Park Junior 
Cricket Club 

Dick Lawrence  
Hilton Park 
Bruce Lee Reserve  
Fremantle Park 

Seasonal hire on all 
facilities 

Consultation comments 

HPJCC Membership 
Members -  140 
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Appendix 5: Stakeholder Input – State Sporting Associations  

State Sporting 

Association 
Address Contact 

Athletics 

Western 

Australia 

PO Box 157, Floreat WA 6014 

T: 08 6272 0480 

E: info@waathletics.org.au 

W: www.waathletics.org.au 

 

Consultation comments 

 No response received 

Little Athletics 

WA 

15 Harrogate St, Leederville 

WA 6007 

T: 08 9388 2339 

E: admin@walittleathletics.com.au 

W: http://www.walittleathletics.com.au/ 

Consultation comments 

 Currently no facilities in Fremantle but would be keen to see if there was interest 

 If there was interest it would be best to form a club first then build to a centre 

 Largely depends on volunteer base 
 

WA Basketball 

Federation 
PO Box 185 Floreat WA 6014 

T: 08 6272 0741 

Rob Clement – CEO 

E: rob.clement@basketballwa.asn.au 

W: www.basketballwa.asn.au 

Consultation comments 

 With major basketball court facilities in Lakeside Recreation Centre and LeisureFit 
Melville in close proximity to the City of Fremantle, there is not a demand for further 
basketball courts in the City 

 Minimum of 4 court facility required to enable viable basketball operation and 
competitions 

 Competitive basketball remains popular, however there needs to be a greater focus 
on facilities for informal basketball opportunities such as full, half or three quarter 
courts attached to POS or other outdoor facilities, such as skate parks and beaches. 
 

WA Cricket 

Association Inc. 

PO Box 6045 East Perth WA 
6004 
 

T: 08 9265 7222 
E: ros.heal@waca.com.au 
W: www.waca.com.au 

Consultation comments 

The comments below are provided in relation to the City of Fremantle area – including the 
areas/suburbs of: Beaconsfield, Fremantle, Hilton, North Fremantle, O’Connor, Samson, 
South Fremantle and White Gum Valley. They specifically relate to facilities, participation, 
challenges and priorities of cricket.   

Facilities 

  Most ovals are in good condition however at the start of the season pitch and 
grounds can be a little damaged due to use for football in winter 

  Cricket nets are scarce in the area and do have a tendency to be run-down.  

  With changing formats for junior cricket in the coming years, ground availability and 
access will be an issue. 

  Some club rooms, changerooms and toilet facilities are run down; with the expansion 

mailto:info@waathletics.org.au
http://www.waathletics.org.au/
mailto:rob.clement@basketballwa
http://www.basketballwa.asn.au/


of the female game, the issue of female toilets and changes rooms will continue to be 
a challenge.   

Overall participation in cricket in the area 

  All schools in the area participate in cricket in either Term 1 or Term 4.  

  Hilton Park Junior Cricket Club – MILO in2cricket= 31 kids, MILO T20 Blast= 39, 
Junior teams= 5 

  Hilton Palmyra Cricket Club – 6 teams 

  Fremantle District Cricket Club – 10 teams 

  Fremantle Mosman Park- 5 teams 

  Summary of Clubs 

  Hilton Park JCC – Fantastic committee that are very active in trying to increase junior 
cricket participation in the area. 

  Hilton Palmyra CC – senior cricket club. 

  Fremantle District Cricket Club – The only district club in the area and feed into the 
Premier League run by the WACA. Have U13’s, U15’s, U17’s and seniors. 

  Fremantle Mosman Park CC – Senior club that are based in North Fremantle.  

Summary of issues and challenges in the area 

  Access to facilities including ground availability, changerooms, toilets (Potential clash 
of junior and senior games and needs) 

  Access and numbers of active volunteers 

  Access to the grounds before the cricket season starts 

  Conflicts between other sporting clubs and cricket 

Cricket priorities  

  Junior Formats are changing this coming season which could see U10’s and U11’s 
team double for each club. This will impact ground availability and increase the issue 
of the lack of grounds and accessibility. Investigating the option of playing games at 
local schools but some schools don’t have changerooms or toilets.  

  The growth of Girls Cricket is a major focus in coming seasons which will place 
continuing and growing pressure for grounds with adequate facilities. The lack of 
female changerooms and toilets at regular grounds is very limited. 

 

WA Football 

Commission  

Domain Stadium, Gate 6 

Subiaco Rd, Subiaco WA 

6008 

Brad Gardiner  
Metro South Community Development 
Manager WAFC 
T: 0438 953 055 
E: bgardiner@wafc.com.au 
W: www.wafootball.com.au 

Consultation comments 

 Recently completed a facility audit on all Metro South facilities 

 North Fremantle Facility (Gill Fraser) rated poorly on all benchmarks for a community 
facility and would be ranked at the bottom compared to a large number of metro 
facilities 

 Heritage considerations have been noted but it will be untenable with major works 

 Fully supportive of the feasibility recommendations for Fremantle Oval and for this to 
be a more community friendly facility 

 See female football playing a big part in the future of Fremantle Oval with a number 
of high performance teams being based out of there with the South Fremantle 
Football Club 

 Supportive of the recommendations advised by Fremantle City Dockers Junior 
Football 



Football West 
PO Box 214 Maylands WA 

6051  

T: 6181 0700 
E Leigh.Godfrey@footballwest.com.au 
W: www.footballwest.com.au 

Consultation comments 

 Fully supportive of merger between Fremantle United Football Club and East 
Fremantle Tricolore Soccer Club to form Fremantle City Football Club 

 Encourage clubs to incorporate different forms of football into their club e.g. futsal, 5-
a-side 

 All clubs need to abide by NPL facility requirements once they qualify for NPL 
 

Hockey WA 
PO Box 1090 Bentley DC WA 
6983  

T: 08 9351 4300 
E: admin@hockeywa.org.au 
W: www.hockeywa.org.au 

Consultation Comments 

 Currently working with City of Cockburn to develop artificial turf at Lakelands 

Lacrosse WA 

Inc 
PO Box 1633 Osborne Park 

 WA 6916

T: 08 9444 0008 
E: executive@lacrossewa.com.au 
W: www.lacrossewa.com.au 

Consultation comments 

 No response received 

Netball WA 
PO Box 930 Subiaco WA 
6904 

T: 08 9380 3700 
E: info@netballwa.com.au 

Consultation comments 

 Was involved with initial discussions with the City, Fremantle Netball Association and 

Department of Local Government, Sport and Cultural Industries regarding the grant 

funding 

 Will assist the Association with its future plans where possible  

 

NRL WA 
PO Box 8650 Perth BC WA 

6849 

T: 08 9228 9275 
Email: tcrowe@nrl.com.au  
W: www.warugbyleague.com.au 

Consultation comments 

 Would like to work with the City of Fremantle to develop Ken Allen into a Centre of 

Excellence for NRL in WA 

 Currently hire the facility of the Fremantle Roosters for training representative teams, 

would like to make this more formal with the city 

 Able to financial contribute to any facility upgrades 

 

Rugby Union 

WA 
104 Stephenson Ave Mt 
Claremont WA 6010 

T: 08 9387 0700 
E: info@rugbywa.com.au 
W: www.rugbywa.com.au 

Consultation comments 

 No response received 
 

Softball Western 

Australia Inc. 

27 Chesterfield Rd 

Mirrabooka WA 6941 

E: admin@softballwa.org.au 
W: www.wa.softball.org.au 

Consultation comments 

 No response received 
 



Swimming WA 
PO Box 205, Leederville WA 
6903 

T: 08 9328 4599 
E: waswim@wa.swimming.org.au 
W: www.wa.swimming.org.au 

Consultation comments 

 No response received 

Tee-Ball 

Association of 

WA 

PO Box 328, Wembley WA 
6913 

T: 08 9446 4614  
E: tbawa@bigpond.com 
W: www.tbawa.org.au 

Consultation comments 

 No response received 

Tennis West 
State Tennis Centre, Victoria 

Park Dr, Burswood WA 6100 

T: 08 6462 8300 
E: wainfo@tennis.com.au 
W: www.tennis.com.au/wa 

Consultation comments 

 Tennis West is currently preparing a Strategic Facilities Plan which should be 
finished in 16 weeks  

 There is a high level of provision of tennis courts in City of Fremantle, East Fremantle 
and City of Melville and priority for future development is City of Cockburn 

 No need for additional courts in City of Fremantle – current 11 court facility is 
considered a big facility and larger facilities with over 8-12 courts are struggling to 
remain viable    

 Perth has an oversupply of grass courts – additional provision of grass courts not 
supported and not considered sustainable given annual maintenance cost of a grass 
court is $5,000pa, which would mean an additional maintenance cost of $10,000pa 
for the 2 additional grass courts – unlikely to be recouped from existing or future 
membership, hence a significant financial burden on the club and not sustainable 

 Needs to be a transition from grass courts to hard courts to assist clubs increase the 
use of courts and sustainability of tennis clubs in the future 

 Greatest growth is tennis is for casual use and clubs need to open up more for 
community use, rather building the typical 1-2 courts for public use 

 General perception by the wider community that tennis clubs are only for sporting 
use and this needs to change and clubs need to welcome and promote community, 
social and casual use  a lot more – key to making tennis clubs more sustainable. 
Online booking system (currently being piloted by Tennis West) and easy payment 
and access essential to this. 
 

Touch Football 

WA 

Suites 10 & 13, Sports 

Lotteries House, Stephenson 

Ave Claremont WA 6910 

T: 08 9319 4600 
E: matt@touchfootballwa.com.au 

Consultation comments 

 No response received 

Volleyball WA 
180 Charles St Leederville 

WA 6903 

T: 08 9228 8522 
Robyn Kuhl  
Executive Director 
E: kuhl@volleyballwa.com.au 
W: www.volleyballwa.com.au 

Consultation comments 

 In way of background, Volleyball WA has often looked for venues both indoor 

(hardcourt) and beach to provide opportunities for volleyball in the Fremantle region.  
We have used Leighton Beach for our Alcohol. Think Again Beach Tour, although 
this is not a permanent set-up and often difficult to access. 



 From an affiliate perspective we already have a commercial Indoor Beach volleyball 

facility in the region and as of 2017 a new Indoor volleyball club called Fremantle 
Volleyball Club.  When I asked the question to the Fremantle Volleyball Club’s 
President the below was the response; 

 All I can comment on is my struggle to secure an affordable regular booking for 

indoor volleyball courts.  

 The only government facilities which suited a Hardcourt volleyball club for trainings 

are the Melville Rec Centre and their hourly rate is $54 per court which is 
unsustainable. 

 Approaching schools was our only option which also proved difficult but much 

cheaper.  

 As the Fremantle Volleyball Club we would have preferred to be located at a public 

facility to be able to mingle with possible new players and have a community 
presence.  

 As the above comments indicate the provision for appropriate and permanent 

facilities for both indoor (hardcourt) and beach that affordable and ‘local’ are difficult 
for the sport of volleyball to find, access and afford. 

 Volleyball WA would be very interested in further discussions in relation to both of 

these facility options moving forward. 
 

Badminton 

Association of 

Western 

Australia 

130 Kingsway, Madeley WA 

6065 

Eugene Glazeman 
Executive Officer 
T: 9409 4433 
E: bawa@badmintonwa.org.au 
W:  www.badmintonwa.org.au 

Consultation comments 

  We believe that our sport has a good potential in Fremantle. There's a number of 

quite active clubs which are currently using facilities in places like Samson, Melville 

or Winnacot, and a number of players travel to those clubs from Fremantle 

  New facilities could certainly attract existing and new players and assist in raising 

the accessibility / profile of badminton in the area and promoting the sport. 

  It is worth noting that historically Fremantle has played an important role for 

badminton not just in WA but in Australia in general, and the first ever badminton 

match is believed to have been played in Fremantle back in 1900. 

Baseball WA Ltd 
100 Stephenson Ave, Mount 

Claremont WA 6010 

T: 08 6336 7950 
 E: admin@baseballwa.asn.au 
 W: www.wa.baseball.com.au 

Consultation comments 

 No response received 

Federation Sport 

Bocce of WA 

Inc. 

 
T: 0413 007 377 
E:federationsportboccewa@outlook.com 

Consultation comments 

 No response received 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Bowls WA 
1/158 Main St, Osborne Park 

WA 6017 

Ken Pride 
CEO 
ken@bowlswa.com.au 

Consultation Comments 

 There is an oversupply of 6 lawn bowls greens and 2 lawn bowl clubs, based on the 
2016 population (30,572) 

 There will be an oversupply of 5 lawn bowls greens and 2 lawn bowls clubs, based 
on the 2036 population (42,840) 

 1 bowls club and 3 greens are required for the City of Fremantle’ current and future 
population 

 Based on current pennant members (136), 0.5% of the City of Fremantle’s population 
participate in lawn bowls 

 Based on the ABS report on Participation in Sports and Physical Recreation (2013 – 
14) only 1% of the population participate in lawn bowls 

 Participation in lawn bowls has declined considerably in the last 10 years and is likely 
to continue to do so 

 Consultation with Lawn Bowls WA CEO indicates 

 Members only use of lawn bowls clubs are not considered viable or sustainable 

 New model must incorporate wider use and business by hiring out facilities for 
functions, meetings and events 

 Fremantle Bowls Club facilities are old and outdated and should be upgraded 

 Fremantle Bowls Club has good potential to achieve wider use and business due to 
central location and close proximity to city centre 

 Hilton Park has limited potential to achieve wider use and business due to location 

 Fremantle Bowls Club is in close proximity to the East Fremantle Bowls Club (2.3km) 

 Fremantle Bowls Club is in close proximity to Hilton Park Bowls Club (4.0km) 

 North Fremantle Bowls Club is in close proximity to  Fremantle Bowls Club (3.2km) 
and East Fremantle Bowls Club (2.6km)    
 

Calisthenics 

Association of 

WA Inc 

Swan Park Theatre Office 
Gray Drive, MIDVALE WA 

6056 

T: 274 3958 
E: info@calisthenics.com.au 
W: www.calisthenicswa.com.au 

Consultation Comments 

 No response received 

Canoeing 

Western 

Australia Inc 

McGillivray Rd, Mount 

Claremont WA 6010 

T:  6364 3659 
E: rosalie.evans@canoe.org.au 
W:  www.wa.canoe.org.au 

Consultation Comments 

 Will be launching new brand – Paddle WA in October with a Come and Try event at 

Gil Fraser Reserve which is being supported by the City of Fremantle 

Croquet West 
PO Box 681 MOUNT 

LAWLEY WA 6929 

T:92283610 
E: croquetwestsec@live.com 
W: www.croquetwest.org.au 

Consultation Comments 

  Croquet courts are the same size as two tennis courts 

  A bowling green could be a temporary court but the surface is usually too fast for 
croquet. 

  National competitions need combinations of four courts, currently played at 
Nedlands, Como and Cambridge 

  Given that there is a croquet club in East Fremantle there is no demand for a facility 
within Fremantle at this stage 



 If there was an opportunity to have four croquet courts in Fremantle the association 
would be very interested as East Fremantle has only two full courts and a small half 

 court so cannot hose big competitions.
 

Westcycle 

Incorporated 

105 Cambridge St, Perth WA 

6007 

Matt Fulton 
Chief Executive Officer 
T: 08 6336 9688 
E: matt.fulton@westcycle.org.au 
W: www.westcycle.org.au 

Consultation Comments 

 Recently WestCycle has undertaken a top level review of cycling facilities available 

across the State and are in the process of finalising a Facilities Plan. 

 The plan assesses facilities across BMX, Criterium Circuits, Velodromes and 

Recreational circuits. There is clearly a distinct lack of all of these facilities across the 

state, even though there are strong economic and community benefits in having 

them.  

 Perth and Peel Mountain Bike Master Plan has recently been released. 

 

Dragon Boating 
WA Inc. 

PO Box 387,  Leederville WA 

6903 

Kristin Priest 
President 
E: dbwa@optusnet.com.au 
W: www.dragonboatingwa.asn.au 

Consultation Comments 

 No response received 

Gymnastics WA 99 Loftus St, Leederville, WA 

Ruth Gibbons 
Executive Director 
T: 9228 9399 
E: info@gymnasticswa.asn.au 
W: www.gymnasticswa.asn.au 

Consultation Comments 

 No response received 

 

Rowing WA 
4 The Esplanade, Mount 

Pleasant WA 6153 

Daniel Tackenberg 
Chief Executive Officer 
T: 9364 3905 
M: 0404 059 491 
E: ceo@rowingwa.asn.au 
W: www.rowingwa.asn.au 

Consultation Comments 

 No response received 

 

Surf Life Saving 

Western 

Australia 

7 Delawney St, Balcatta WA 

6021 
E: mail@slswa.com.au 
W: surflifesavingwa.com.au 

Consultation Comments 

 No response received 

 

 

 



Western 

Australian 

Fencing 

Association 

 
E: president@wafafencing.org.au 
W: www.fencingwa.org.au 

Consultation Comments 

 No response received but president of WA Fencing was present at a Community 

Facility Forum 

 

Western 

Australian Table 

Tennis 

Association Inc 

12 Gerard St, East Victoria 

Park, Western Australia, 6101 

T: 9470 1830 
E: ttawa@bigpond.com 
W: www.tabletenniswa.net 

Consultation Comments 

 No facility requirements at the moment 

 Fremantle Table Tennis Club is not affiliated with the association but clubs do not 

need to be, players need to be if they wish to compete 

Australian 

Underwater 

Federation 

 
T: 9582 2838 
E: cwenman@amrshire.wa.gov.au 
W: www.auf.com.au 

Consultation Comments 

 No response received 

 



Current Usage 
Dick Lawrence Oval / Hilton Park 

 Monday – Friday  - Training 

 Saturday – Sunday – Competition 
Bruce Lee / Fremantle Park 

 Saturday – Sunday – Competition 
Facility Requirements 

 Cricket nets at Dick Lawrence Oval – Minimum of 4 
 

Indian Ocean Dragon 
Boat Club 

Gil Fraser Reserve Sub -lease 

Consultation comments 

Facility Requirements 

 Improve club house facilities – currently operate out of a garden shed 

 Increased storage space 
 

North Fremantle 
Associated Clubs 

Gil Fraser Reserve Lease 

Consultation Comments 

Users and Memberships 

 Fremantle AFL Masters Football Club Inc. – approx. 80 

 North Fremantle Amateur Football Club – approx. 200 

 Fremantle Mosman Park Cricket Club – approx. 80 

 Indian Ocean Dragon Boat Club – approx. 30 

 East Fremantle Junior Cricket Club – approx. 80 

 WA Fire Brigade Championships 
 
Facility Requirements 

 Improve changeroom and toilet facilities to improve accessibility and inclusion of 
female teams 

 Increased storage for clubs and maintenance equipment 

 Improve accessibility to the ground/facility  

 Continue improvements to heritage listed grandstand – balustrades 

 Modernise current facilities – improve functionality 
 

North Fremantle Bowling 
Club 

 Lease 

Consultation Comments 

NFBC Memberships 

 Bowling – 40 

 Social - 56 
 
Facility Requirements 

 Happy with current upgrades 
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