
D.G.F19 PIONEER PARK - 1 SHORT AND 7 MARKET STREETS, FREMANTLE

OBJECTIVE

The object of this policy is to facilitate the integrated development of a 
children's theatre in a children's park.

POLICY

1. Functions

Pioneer Park will serve five functions:

To the west:

 a small urban park with attractive planting, including a stand of 
peppermint trees;

 across the middle, a building serving two functions:

 the Western Australian Children's Theatre; and

 the home of the Spare Parts Puppet Theatre with offices, 
workshops, storage and display areas;

 To the east, a more formal and developed park serving two 
functions:

 a park for children's arts and children's activities and, in 
particular, for the performing arts; and

 a park for users of the city - for parents to take their children, 
for shoppers to rest, and for office workers to have their lunch.

2. Urban Context

The park is, and must remain, an important memorial to the pioneers 
of Fremantle.

The park is itself set within an area of the greatest significance.  Elder 
Place and Phillimore Street traverse this area, which contains some 
very important spaces (Pioneer Park, the railway station forecourt, 
etc) and some very important buildings (the railway station, the post 
office and the buildings of the western end of Phillimore Street).  The 
passage through this area and into the West End is one of the most 
important experiences in urban Australia.

It follows that the appearance of the building in Pioneer Park, and in 
particular the manner in which it addresses Phillimore Street, is of the 
utmost sensitivity and importance.  The Phillimore Street facade
should be correctly scaled and proportioned.  It should be a very 
civilised building, finely detailed and decorated.  And it should have 
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the appearance of having major entrances and habitable spaces 
inside (not just voids, service areas, toilets, etc).

3. The Nature Of The Children's Theatre

The theatre to be further developed in stage two should function as, 
and be known as, the Western Australian Children's Theatre with its 
address being 'Pioneer Park, Fremantle'.  It should be an adaptable 
and flexible venue for all forms of the performing arts, with a capacity 
of 350 seats.  It should have a fly tower, adequate backstage and 
wings space and dressing rooms.  There should be facilities for 
delivery onto the stage of scenery and props, lighting and stage 
equipment, the instruments of an orchestra, etc.

4. The Nature Of The Children's Park

The children's park could be used for performances, events, displays 
and the like.  A protective fence may be required between the park 
and the surrounding busy streets; a barrier would also be required 
around the perimeter to enable a charge to be made for admission to 
performances and events.  For these reasons - and for urban design 
reasons - a handsome park railing of a traditional kind might be 
erected around the perimeter of the park, interrupted by gates in 
appropriate places and a major formal entrance.  Otherwise, the 
design of the park should remain open-ended to enable its further 
development to evolve in accordance with new uses and 
requirements.  These might include the erection of a permanent or 
temporary stage, the construction of a partial or minimal 
amphitheatre, the installation of park furniture, sculpture, play 
sculpture and play equipment for children.

It would be appropriate to strengthen the planting with a small 
number of large trees around the perimeter; these should be chosen 
from the small range of types traditionally used in Fremantle: palms, 
Norfolk Island Pines, Moreton Bay Figs, peppermints, London 
Planes.  It may also be desirable to relocate some of the existing 
palm trees, from the middle to the edge of the park.

The main entrance to the children's park might be in two places.  It 
could be developed as a truncation across the corner closest to the 
railway station, similar perhaps to the entrance to the Supreme Court 
Gardens at the corner of Barrack Street and St George's Terrace.  Or 
it could be located on the axis of the building.  The latter location has 
the advantage of being close to the building and therefore more 
easily staffed on those occasions when performances are being held 
in the park.

5. The Relationship Between The Children's Theatre And The 
Children's Park

The building will be a base for, and a backdrop to, activities, 
performances and events in the children's park.  (Fortunately, it is 
also well located to provide shelter from sea breezes.)  The building 
might serve these activities more directly if it is used for the erection 
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of scenery or props, if it provides a stage or platforms or balconies for 
performances, and if it provides attachments and connections for 
lighting, sound, controls, projection, etc.  The interior spaces of the 
building would function as backstage space for performances in the 
park.

The park, the foyer and the auditorium should function together when 
used for a single activity or set of activities.  At other times it should 
be possible to use the park, the foyer and the auditorium for separate
events - for instance, a fair in the park, an exhibition in the foyer and 
a performance in the auditorium.

Front of house facilities including a ticket office, a shop and toilets 
should be capable of serving indoor and outdoor events jointly or 
separately.  Specifically, it should be possible to provide (and deny) 
access to the toilets both from within the building and from the park.

6. The Relationship Between The Theatre And Spare Parts

Any resident theatre company should have separate and 
independent access to their offices and workshops when the theatre 
is being used by other theatre companies.  Visiting companies should 
be able to mount a season in the theatre without interfering in any 
way with the resident company.

At the same time it should be possible for the resident company to 
perform in the theatre without having to provide separate front of 
house services.  In other words, it should be possible for the 
company to control access to the auditorium through their own foyer.  
Similarly, they should be able to control access to the main foyer - for 
instance when it is used for an exhibition - through their own area.

7. Movement And Services

The theatre should provide access to the disabled.  It is desirable that 
ramps should also provide access to the ground floor of that part of 
the building occupied by Spare Parts.

Adequate provision should be made for deliveries for the offices, 
workshops, stage and shop.  Adequate provision should be made for 
storage and for the collection of rubbish, etc.

Provision will need to be made for arrivals by VIP's and disabled 
persons, and also for pickup and setdown areas for buses.  Spare 
Parts require secure overnight parking for their van.  Apart from this, 
there should be no opportunities (formal or informal) for off-street 
parking.  Parking in Short Street should be maximised: continuous 
ninety-degree parking might be possible on the northern side of the 
street.
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