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ABOUT 
US

FREMANTLE PROFILE 
Bounded by the Swan River and the Indian Ocean, Fremantle is widely regarded as 
Perth’s second city and is home to the state’s busiest and most important cargo port. 
The port, which has steadily grown from a humble trading post, is now the beating heart 
of Western Australia’s economy. 

Fremantle’s unique character is captured by its landscape, heritage architecture, music, 
arts, culture, festivals, retail stores, markets, cafés and restaurants, which all contribute 
to its village-style atmosphere. 

OUR PROUD HISTORY
Fremantle’s most important assets are its heritage and its people of diverse backgrounds 
and cultures. Its irresistible character is inviting and rich in history. 

Fremantle is an important place for Aboriginal people and lies within the Aboriginal 
cultural region of Beeliar. Its Nyoongar name is Walyalup (the place of walyo) and its local 
people are known as the Whadjuk people. To the local Whadjuk people, whose heritage 
dates back tens of thousands of years, Fremantle is a place of ceremonies, significant 
cultural practices and trading. Walyalup has several significant sites and features in many 
traditional stories. Fremantle was established in the Walyalup area in 1829 at the time of 
European colonisation. 

The city’s early economy was driven by trade in wheat, meat and wool. By 1900 
Fremantle had grown to include many of the landmarks we know today including the 
Fremantle Harbour, Fremantle Hospital, Fremantle Markets and the railway between 
the harbour and Perth. At this time the Western Australian gold rush had begun and 
Fremantle served as a gateway to people heading to the goldfields. 

In the lead up to World War II the main industries in Fremantle were shipbuilding, soap 
boiling, saw milling, smelting, iron founding, furniture making, flour milling, brewing and 
animal skin tanning. 

In the post-war period, Fremantle’s suburban areas grew and the city underwent a period 
of consolidation. As a result of technology advancements within the shipping industry, 
an ever progressive Fremantle moved to diversify its economy and evolve to create more 
diverse population driven industries. 

In 1987, Fremantle was thrust into the global spotlight when the city hosted the 
America’s Cup defence event, held in Gage Roads offshore from Fremantle harbour. The 
event saw a large public and private investment in the city and subsequent growth in 
retail and tourism sectors, leading to the vibrant and culturally rich Fremantle we know 
today. 

OUR CITY TODAY 
The City of Fremantle is approximately 18 kilometres southwest of the Perth CBD and 
includes the suburbs of Beaconsfield, Fremantle, Hilton, North Fremantle, O’Connor, 
Samson, South Fremantle and White Gum Valley. The Town of Fremantle was founded in 
1871 and gained city status in 1929. 

As Perth’s second city, Fremantle offers a diverse range of housing options, exceptional 
access to public transport and a dynamic economy, creating jobs and opportunities that 
enable Fremantle residents to live, work and play.

The City of Fremantle (the City) employs more than 400 people and services more than 
30,000 residents over a land area of 19 square kilometres. 
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Fremantle is often ranked as the state’s most visited tourist destination outside of the Perth CBD. In October 2015, 
Lonely Planet voted Fremantle as one of the top 10 cities to visit in the world. 

Fremantle’s rich cultural history has created a city with numerous dining options, a vibrant café and bar scene, and 
a range of entertainment options. The arts are strikingly represented within the city, and numerous arts and music 
festivals take place in Fremantle each year. 

OUR EXCITING FUTURE 
A key Council focus over the past few years has been to sustainably revitalise the city centre. 

The strategies implemented, including innovative planning scheme amendments across key non-heritage inner-
city areas, have led to a significant increase in investor confidence in Fremantle. As a result, there is currently 
unprecedented investment and renewal underway with the combined level of public and private investment exceeding 
$1.3 billion including several civic, commercial, residential and retail developments.

As part of this, the City has set ambitious targets for the development of new dwellings, commercial office and retail 
floor space within the city’s central area. The development pipeline will see the delivery of a mix of civic, commercial and 
retail projects.

Arguably the most important project is the $270m renewal of the heart of the city. This project involves the 
redevelopment of multiple buildings and public spaces in Kings Square and is the largest public-private infrastructure 
project in Fremantle's history. The City’s contribution to this is $50m and our partners Sirona Capital are investing 
$220m. 

With levels of development and investment not seen since the America’s Cup, Fremantle is on the cusp of a major 
period of revitalisation that will reinforce its position as a place of great significance to Western Australia, being home to 
modern facilities and high quality infrastructure. 

ABOUT US
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OUR
VISION

FREMANTLE: A DESTINATION CITY
• A city that is clever and creative.

• A city that welcomes and celebrates all people and cultures.

• A city that encourages innovation, prosperity and achievement.

• A compassionate city that cares for the wellbeing of our people and the 
environment we share.

• A city that thrives on diversity, that dares to be different.

STRATEGIC COMMUNITY PLAN
Our highest-level plan at the City of Fremantle is our Strategic Community Plan (SCP) 
which sets out the vision, aspirations and objectives for our community over a  
10-year timeframe. The SCP was developed through extensive research and 
community consultation and in 2018–19 underwent a review to ensure it continues 
to reflect the priorities of our community.

The City also sets strategic priorities for the medium term to focus the organisation 
on an annual basis which is drives the development of the Corporate Business Plan.

CORPORATE BUSINESS PLAN
The Corporate Business Plan (CBP) translates the aspirations of the SCP into 
operational priorities and articulates how the SCP objectives are to be delivered 
through services, capital works, priorities and projects. Each of the City’s business 
units has in place an annual service plan that sits under, and informs, the CBP.

The CBP and all business unit service plans are reviewed on an annual basis to 
ensure the City remains agile and responsive to the changing environmental and 
community needs.
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OUR
YEAR IN 
REVIEW MESSAGE FROM  

THE MAYOR
There’s an old saying that good things come to those who wait, and in this extraordinary 
year for Fremantle and the world we’ve all had to wait just a little longer than we’d like for 
those good things to arrive.

The 2019–20 financial year promised so much for us here in Fremantle. 

Investment confidence was high, and we’d seen another record for building approvals. 
The Kings Square redevelopment was underway, more than 1700 state government 
workers were moving into their brand new offices and the revolutionary FOMO food, retail 
and art concept was all set to open—injecting new life and vitality to the civic heart of 
Fremantle.

And then came COVID-19.

In the very same week that the first workers from the Department of Communities moved 
into their new home in Kings Square the state went into the COVID lockdown. This global 
pandemic has delayed the opening of FOMO, and supply chain disruptions have also 
delayed the completion of our new administration building and library—the Walyalup Civic 
Centre.

But, despite the delays, almost all the state government workers have now moved in at 
Kings Square, providing an immediate and noticeable boost to local traders. FOMO is 
close to fully leased, with the first offerings due to open in early 2021, while the Walyalup 
Civic Centre is on track to open in June.

While COVID-19 has certainly been a massive shock to the local economy, I’ve been 
impressed with the resilience of local traders and how they’ve been able to adapt, and in 
some cases thrive, in these extraordinary circumstances. And I’ve been thrilled to see so 
many exciting new ventures opening, in what is a clear vote of confidence in Fremantle’s 
future.

I’ve also been immensely proud of how resolute the Fremantle community has been in 
this time of crisis, and how readily the community has rallied to support those in need. 
The response to initiatives like the City’s Neighbour to Neighbour program, in which 
people volunteered to help vulnerable people in their local area with simple errands like 
grocery shopping, dog walking, posting mail or simply checking in with a friendly phone 
call, was nothing short of overwhelming.

The City of Fremantle introduced a number of measures—such as free parking, rent relief 
and no increase in rate revenue—to support the community and the local economy during 
the worst of COVID-19. We’ve also developed COVID recovery plans to help Fremantle 
bounce back better and stronger than ever. 

While COVID-19 undoubtedly dominated the second half of the 2019–20 financial year, 
it shouldn’t overshadow the other significant events and achievements that occurred 
throughout the year.

It seems a lifetime ago that bushfires ravaged large parts of the country over the 
summer. The City assisted in setting up the Freo Fire Fund to raise money to aid fire 
victims, while the Fire Aid concerts at Fremantle Arts Centre raised more than $650,000 
for bushfire relief efforts.
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The City also supported the hugely successful finale to the Perth Festival Highway to 
Hell—an incredible tribute to rock and roll legends AC/DC and Freo favourite son  
Bon Scott.

In spite of COVID-19 there were still plenty of exciting developments in 2019–20. 
Construction began on the transformation of the old Westgate Mall into the new Little 
Lane apartments, work started on the ground-breaking Nightingale project in the 
Knutsford precinct, and on the M/27 apartments on Fremantle Park. Development 
applications were approved for WA’s first timber-framed office building on Josephson 
Street and the redevelopment of the old Woolstores shopping centre. 

Early in the year we officially launched our Walyalup Reconciliation Action Plan. In the 
months since we’ve made good progress in delivering the measures outlined in the plan, 
including officially naming our new administration building and library the Walyalup Civic 
Centre.

Fremantle was already ranked in the top five of Perth’s best recyclers, with more than 
half of the city’s household waste diverted from landfill, but with the introduction of the 
new three-bin FOGO system in September 2019 that diversion rate will only continue  
to improve.

The City’s advocacy efforts throughout the year were rewarded with state government 
funding commitments to replace the ageing Fremantle Traffic Bridge, help address 
coastal erosion at Port Beach and for much-needed conservation works at Arthur Head 
and the Round House.

How the state government manages issues such as the design and alignment of the new 
traffic bridge and the future for Fremantle Port following the Westport process will be 
critical issues for Fremantle in 2020–21.

On behalf of my fellow Fremantle councillors my profound thanks go to the City of 
Fremantle’s exceptional staff for their efforts in what has been a truly extraordinary year.

Brad Pettitt 
Mayor

OUR YEAR IN REVIEW
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MESSAGE FROM  
THE CEO
No-one could have predicted at the start of the 2019-20 financial year what a dramatic impact COVID-19 
would have on the local government sector generally and on the City of Fremantle in particular.

Unlike more suburban-oriented local governments with a large residential rate base, the City of Fremantle 
has a relatively small number of ratepayers but does have a vibrant and historic city centre and a thriving 
tourism and hospitality sector. 

Of course, it was tourism and hospitality that were impacted the most when the state went into COVID 
lockdown in March 2020. 

The City sought to support local businesses through this difficult period by offering free parking, rent relief 
on City-owned properties and committing to a budget for 2020–21 with a zero increase in rate revenue 
and a freeze on most fees and charges. 

The City also streamlined our planning processes and offered refunds on planning fees to encourage 
new development, refocussed our Small Business Capacity Building program to support local traders 
through the pandemic, partnered with the WA Tourism Council to deliver the Destination Boost program 
and launched a major new television destination marketing campaign to attract visitors back to Fremantle 
when the COVID restrictions eased.

While doing all we could to help local businesses and the community survive the pandemic, the City also 
had to grapple with a massive hit to our own revenue.

Under normal circumstances around 35 per cent of the City’s revenue comes from non-rate or grant 
sources such as parking, rents from commercial properties and fees and charges.

The onset of COVID-19 saw those revenue streams dry up, leaving a $6 million hole in our budget from 
March until the end of the financial year.

That meant we had to make some very difficult decisions around how to manage our changed financial 
circumstances, such as reducing CAT bus services and suspending the verge mowing program.

What can’t be underestimated is the impact the pandemic had on the City’s staff.

Valued community facilities such as the Fremantle Library, Fremantle Leisure Centre, Samson Recreation 
Centre, Fremantle Visitor Centre, Fremantle Arts Centre and The Meeting Place were all forced to close.

Events like the Fremantle International Street Arts Festival and Revealed Aboriginal Art Market were 
cancelled.

The City’s dedicated staff responded to the COVID challenge brilliantly.

Practically overnight, and ably supported by our IT team, most of the City’s workforce seamlessly 
transitioned to working from home.

We also needed to come up with some innovative solutions to continue to provide services to our 
community in what was a very difficult and rapidly changing environment. For example, our library team 
oversaw a huge boost to our home delivery service, while the Arts Centre moved the entire Revealed 
Exhibition online. 

Added to this, the majority of the City’s staff agreed to reduce their working hours by 20 per cent, which 
meant accepting a corresponding reduction in income. Senior staff —including managers, directors and 
myself—continued to work full time but accepted a voluntary pay reduction of 20 per cent. 

Due to the closure of facilities like the library and leisure centre, there were some staff who were left 
without work and were directed to take annual leave or leave without pay. Regrettably, local government 
employees were specifically excluded from the federal government’s JobKeeper program.

OUR YEAR IN REVIEW
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Fortunately, the COVID shutdowns in WA were relatively short-lived and by the end of June all 
facilities were open again and all City of Fremantle staff had returned to work.

The good grace with which the City’s staff accepted these difficult circumstances, and fact that we 
were able to maintain a high level of service to community throughout that challenging time, says a 
great deal about the City and its people.

Of course, 2019–20 wasn’t all about COVID-19 and a number of the City’s great achievements 
were recognised with awards throughout the year.

In March, the Customer Service Team took home an Australian Institute of Management Award for 
Excellence in Customer Service—the first time ever a local government has been recognised with 
the prestigious accolade. 

The City’s ground-breaking approach to infill housing in established suburbs—the ‘Freo Alternative—
Big Thinking About Small Housing’ project won the Best Planning Idea —Small Project category at 
the Planning Institute Australia WA Awards for Planning Excellence, three Fremantle Leisure Centre 
lifeguards received the Royal Life Saving Society Gold Star Bravery Award for rescuing a drowning 
swimmer, and the City’s One Day in Fremantle event was a state finalist in the Best Community 
Event category at the Australian Event Awards—the premier awards for the events industry in 
Australia.

My thanks to the Mayor and Fremantle Councillors for their ongoing support, and my profound 
gratitude goes to all the City’s incredible staff for their tremendous efforts in what has been a 
particularly challenging year. 

Philip St John 
Chief Executive Officer

OUR YEAR IN REVIEW
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OUR ELECTED MEMBERS

DR BRAD PETTITT (MAYOR)
Fremantle Mayor until 2021

CR GEOFF GRAHAM

CR ADIN LANG

CR HANNAH FITZHARDINGE

CR RACHEL PEMBERTON

BEACONSFIELD WARD

CITY WARD
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OUR ELECTED MEMBERS

CR JENNY ARCHIBALD CR SU GROOME

EAST WARD

CR FRANK MOFFLIN CR SAM WAINWRIGHT 

HILTON WARD

CR BRYN JONES CR DOUG THOMPSON

NORTH WARD
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CR ANDREW SULLIVAN 
(DEPUTY MAYOR)

CR MARIJA VUJCIC

SOUTH WARD
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KINGS SQUARE RENEWAL

KINGS 
SQUARE 
RENEWAL

THE HEART OF FREO,  
REDESIGNED FOR PEOPLE 
After many years of planning and now construction, the $270 million revitalisation of 
Fremantle’s civic and commercial heart is aiming at completion in late 2020–21.

The largest public-private infrastructure project in Fremantle’s history, the partnership 
between the City of Fremantle and Sirona Capital will transform the heart of the Port 
City. Residents and visitors will be able to:

Eat and shop
FOMO, a retail and dining experience designed with Freo people in mind, unlike 
anything seen before in Australia

Work
New five-star green star commercial spaces including office accommodation for more 
than 1,700 State Government employees who relocated to Fremantle in 2019–20

Relax
A revamped city square complete with landscaped grassed areas, shady trees, public 
art and new street furniture

Play
A major new children’s play space and baby change facilities

Learn and transact
State-of-the-art council customer service and community learning hub, including  
a new library

Meet
New City administration building with purpose-built indoor and outdoor community 
spaces and meeting rooms
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The new precinct will also:

Boost the local economy
More than 2,100 new local jobs and an estimated $358m injected into the local economy

Cater for everyone
Designed for accessibility, the new buildings and public spaces will enable people of all ages and abilities to enjoy 
everything on offer in Kings Square 

Embrace technology
Free WiFi throughout the precinct with CCTV and enhanced lighting

Utilise ESD (Environmentally Sustainable Design) principles
Energy efficient building design with the use of renewable energy and water saving technologies 

Be sensitive to local heritage
The buildings and public spaces will fit with the unique character and history of Kings Square, enhancing the heritage 
values of the Fremantle Town Hall and church and becoming Freo's future heritage

More workers, more activity during the working week, more people that may move to Fremantle to be closer to work in 
the city centre, more shops, more money for the local economy, more indirect jobs created, more community events, 
improved community safety and a better reputation for Fremantle. 

It's a game-changer for Fremantle! 
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HIGHLIGHTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS

AWARDS
• The meticulous restoration of the historic Fremantle 

Town Hall took out a national construction award. 
McCorkell Constructions, the City’s contractor on the 
$3.1 million project, won the ‘National Commercial 
Historical Restoration/Renovation’ award at the 
Master Builders Australia National Excellence in 
Construction awards.

• Four Fremantle Leisure Centre lifeguards were 
presented with Royal Lifesaving Society Gold Stars for 
Bravery for saving the life of a swimmer.

• The City of Fremantle’s commitment to the arts was 
recognised at the State Arts and Culture Partnership 
Honours for its partnership with local arts and health 
organisation DADAA.

• The 2019 Street Arts Festival won the Outstanding 
Event Award at the Fremantle Business Awards.

• One Day in Fremantle event was recognised with 
an Australian Government award for promoting 
Indigenous reconciliation. One Day took out the 
Promoting Indigenous Recognition category at the 
2019 National Awards for Local Government.

• The City of Fremantle’s commitment to Positive Ageing 
was recognised by the awarding of the 2019 LG 
Honour Professional Honours Award for Partnerships 
and Collaboration for Dance Hall Days.

• The ‘Freo Alternative—Big Thinking About Small 
Housing’ project won the Best Planning Idea —Small 
Project category at the Planning Institute Australia WA 
Awards for Planning Excellence

CUSTOMER SERVICE
City of Fremantle won the Australian Institute of 
Management Pinnacle Award 2019–20 for Customer 
Service Excellence. 

It was the first time a local government authority won 
a Pinnacle award for customer service excellence. The 
award was the result of implementing a customer service 
improvement plan with the aim to foster a customer-first 
culture and seek higher levels of customer satisfaction from 
highly performing services across the organisation. 

The City wanted to enhance the customer experience and 
simplify for the customer what is a complex organisation 
with the matrix of services the City delivers to residents, 
ratepayers and customers. 

Over the past 12 months, the customer service team have 
handled 57,500 calls, an increase of 2,500 on the previous 
year. The average call wait time is 10 seconds. In other 
statistics:

• 23,400 emails were received and responded to

• 12,200 customers were served at the front counter

• 358 customer satisfaction phone surveys were 
completed by an independent researcher. 

Customer satisfaction for our customer service team was 
96%, an increase of 2% on previous years. 

Customer satisfaction with Service Delivery was 81%, an 
increase of 10% over previous years. 

Some key improvements were:

• Increased ability of customer centre staff to resolve 
issues at first point of contact delivering a wider range 
of services by reducing handoffs and multiple staff 
interventions.

• Improved customer satisfaction via more rapid and 
focused responses to enquires and service requests.

• Optimising of back office resources to deal with 
service requests, adhering to service level agreements 
and keeping customers informed of progress.

• Increased productive time resulting from reduced 
errors and rework and providing consistent 
information to customers.

• More frequent meeting of customer and business 
expectations.

• Redesign of the online customer service request 
portal to enable customer self-service as a priority.

• Implementing service quality and continuous 
improvement to processes and procedures through 
using customer feedback from customer satisfaction 
surveys.
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LOOKING BACK—MONTH BY MONTH

JULY 2019

WALYALUP RECONCILIATION ACTION PLAN OFFICIALLY LAUNCHED
The City of Fremantle’s Walyalup Reconciliation Action Plan (WRAP) was officially launched 
at a special Elders lunch as part of Fremantle’s 2019 NAIDOC week celebrations.

The WRAP was developed in consultation with Fremantle’s Reconciliation Action Plan 
Working Group, local Elders and Aboriginal people and other stakeholders through a series 
of workshops and meeting.

Fremantle Elder Marie Taylor said the launch of the plan was a significant step in 
Fremantle’s reconciliation journey.

KINGS SQUARE PUBLIC REALM CONTRACT AWARDED
A $1.6 million contract to upgrade to the public spaces around Kings Square was awarded 
to Perth-based civil engineering and construction company MG Group.

The contract included supply and installation of concrete pavement, cobbles and pavers, 
soft landscaping, lighting and electrical, CCTV, furnishings and other associated works.

The public realm upgrades are an important component of the broader $270 million Kings 
Square Renewal project, which also includes the City’s new civic centre and library, Sirona 
Capital’s FOMO food, retail and art concept and new offices for more than 1700 state 
government workers. 

INVESTMENT CONFIDENCE HIGH DESPITE SLUGGISH WA ECONOMY
A review of the City of Fremantle’s Economic Development Strategy suggested there was 
increasing confidence in Fremantle as a place to invest despite the stagnation in the WA 
economy.

In 2017–18 Fremantle reached a record high of $313 million worth of residential and 
commercial property approved for construction, defying the WA trend which has seen 
building approvals fall by 9.2 per cent over the past year.

Of Fremantle’s current $1.3 billion development pipeline more than $600 million was either 
built or under construction, with recently completed residential apartment developments 
continuing to grow the inner-city population.

SOUTH FREMANTLE SOLAR FARM GETS ENVIRONMENTAL APPROVAL
A proposal to develop a solar farm on the former South Fremantle tip site cleared its last 
major regulatory hurdle after the Department of Water and Environmental Regulation 
(DWER) signed off on plans to manage the site.

The solar farm, to be built and operated by Australian renewable energy company Epuron, 
will cover approximately 8 hectares of the 19.4 hectare landfill site on Cockburn Road.

DWER accepted a contaminated sites auditor’s recommendation that the site was suitable 
for use as a solar farm provided the Construction Environment Management Plan and Site 
Management Plan were adhered to.

FREMANTLE FESTIVAL: 10 NIGHTS IN PORT
The City of Fremantle embraced winter with a celebration of the Port City’s wonders and 
local community traditions.

The Fremantle Festival, the longest running community festival in Australia, was been 
reincarnated as 10 Nights in Port and offered an incredible first-ever winter program.

The council’s decision to move Fremantle Festival to winter was welcomed by the Fremantle 
Chamber of Commerce and local business owners.
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FREMANTLE BALLOON BAN IN FORCE 
Fremantle’s ban on the release of gas-filled balloons came into effect on 6 July.

The council’s determination to prohibit the release of gas-filled balloons from all local 
government property in the City of Fremantle followed a month-long public consultation 
period in which all submissions received supported the ban.

When balloons are released they burst high in the atmosphere and cause jellyfish shaped 
pieces of debris to fall. Sea turtles and other marine creatures can mistake these brightly 
coloured pieces of marine debris as food, which can prove fatal for them.

AUGUST 2019

CITY WELCOMES PARTNERSHIP TO TACKLE HOMELESSNESS  
IN FREMANTLE
The City of Fremantle welcomed a partnership between state and local government, the 
private sector and community service providers to launch the 20 Lives 20 Homes campaign 
to address rough sleeping in Fremantle.

The two-year initiative provides housing and wrap-around support to some of the most 
disadvantaged and vulnerable people in Fremantle.

The program is coordinated by Ruah Community Services in conjunction with St Patrick’s 
Community Support Centre, Fremantle Foundation and the City of Fremantle, with the state 
government contributing $395,000, the City of Fremantle $80,000 and the private sector 
raising almost $1 million to support the program.

LOTTERYWEST COMES TO PLAY IN KINGS SQUARE
The City of Fremantle was successful in securing a $342,000 grant from Lotterywest to go 
towards the new play space in Kings Square.

Inspired by the Fremantle’s industrial history and close links with nature, the concept design 
for the play space includes features such as cranes, bridges, train tracks and shipping 
containers and incorporates bold lighting treatments and natural elements including water 
and trees.

Fremantle Mayor Brad Pettitt said the play space is a critical element in the Kings Square 
Renewal project and the plan to bring more people and activity back to the centre of 
Fremantle.

FREO OFFICIALLY A FILM-FRIENDLY CITY
Fremantle officially became a film friendly city following the adoption of a new Film Friendly 
City Policy by Fremantle Council.

The policy aims to attract more film and television productions to Fremantle by offering 
reductions in fees and charges, streamlining approvals and providing support with locations 
and logistics.

Mayor Brad Pettitt said Fremantle was an attractive destination for filmmakers and the film 
industry represented a significant economic development opportunity for the city.

HEAVY HITTERS CALLED IN FOR GOLF COURSE REDESIGN
Some of Australia’s most respected golf course designers were engaged to reconfigure the 
Fremantle Public Golf Course.

The City appointed Perth-based landscape architects Aspect Studios to undertake the 
project, including specialist golf course designer Richard Chamberlain, landscape architect 
Stuart Pullyblank and project manager Mal Birch.

HIGHLIGHTS AND ACHIEVEMENTS
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The redesign of the golf course, needed to make way for the Main Roads WA upgrade of 
High Street, will deliver a redeveloped nine-hole, par 34 course and provide equivalent 
driving range and practice facilities, while also retaining mature trees and minimising the 
impact on neighbouring Booyeembara Park.

FREO LEADS THE WAY ON SUSTAINABLE BUILDINGS
Fremantle Council updated its successful Sustainable Building Policy to ensure Fremantle 
continued to be a leader in sustainable development.

The Sustainable Building Policy was adopted in 2011 and required new residential and 
commercial buildings with a floor area of greater than 1000m2 to achieve a minimum 4-star 
‘Green Star’ rating.

As a result of the policy Fremantle has become a showcase for sustainable development 
through projects like WGV in White Gum Valley, Liv apartments on Queen Victoria Street and 
the East Village in the Knutsford Precinct.

SOLAR PANELS MEAN LESS SPENT ON BILLS, MORE ON BALLS
Local sporting clubs were forecast to save thousands of dollars on their power bills after 
solar panels were installed at sporting facilities around Fremantle. 

The panels were installed at Gilbert Fraser Reserve in North Fremantle, Ken Allen Field in 
Beaconsfield and Stevens Reserve and Frank Gibson Reserve in Fremantle.

North Fremantle Associated Clubs Secretary Treasurer Armando De Abreu said the 
reduction in power costs delivered by the solar panels would make a huge difference for 
local sporting clubs.

CITY OF FREMANTLE TEAMS UP WITH TOURISM COUNCIL AND  
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE TO SUPPORT SMALL BUSINESS
Following the success of a pilot program delivered earlier in 2019, the City of Fremantle 
committed to continuing the delivery of its Business Capacity Building Program.

The program provides small businesses in Fremantle access to subsidised training, support 
and one-on-one mentoring.

The City teamed up with the Fremantle Chamber of Commerce and Tourism Council WA to 
diversify the support on offer and provide alternative ways for businesses to engage with the 
program.

SEPTEMBER 2019

FOGO IS HERE!
City of Fremantle rolled out the three-bin Food Organic Garden Organic (FOGO) waste 
management system to more than 11,000 households across Fremantle. 

The new FOGO bins mean that instead of nutrient-rich kitchen and garden waste going to 
landfill it is converted into high quality compost to be used on farms, parks and gardens, 
which not only reduces harmful greenhouse gas emissions but also saves money on landfill 
costs. 

The state government’s Waste Strategy has a target for all households in the Perth and Peel 
region to go FOGO by 2025.
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ONE DAY A FINALIST AT AUSTRALIAN EVENT AWARDS
The One Day in Fremantle event was recognised as one of the best events in Western 
Australia by being named as a state finalist at the prestigious Australian Event Awards.

The Australian Event Awards are the premier awards for the events industry in Australia.

One Day’s selection as a state finalist in the Best Community Event category recognised the 
benefits achieved by the event through community building and community engagement.

FREO BIKE PLAN FORMALLY ADOPTED
A new plan designed to encourage more people in Fremantle to ride a bike more often was 
formally adopted by Fremantle Council.

The Bike Plan 2019–24 sets the City’s priorities for bike infrastructure projects, programs 
and promotional activities for the next five years.

The City’s Integrated Transport Strategy sets a target that by 2030 Fremantle should have a 
connected, safe and seamless bicycle network that encourages cycling to be a convenient, 
everyday choice for how to move around the city.

LIBRARY MARKS 70TH ANNIVERSARY
September 2019 was a big month for Fremantle Library as it celebrated 70 years of 
operation with an exciting line-up of community events. 

The Fremantle Free Lending Library was opened on 5 September 1949 by state librarian Dr 
James Sykes Battye. Located at 13 South Terrace Fremantle—the Cappuccino Strip building 
today occupied by Dome café—the library was on the first floor. Its shelves contained 5000 
books, and became the first wholly rate–supported public library in Western Australia.

The library now has nearly 25,000 members and saw more than 130,000 people walk 
through the doors last financial year.

COMMUNITY SAFETY PLAN ENDORSED
A plan to set priorities for community safety and crime prevention over the next five years 
was endorsed by Fremantle Council.

The Community Safety and Crime Prevention Plan was developed by the City’s Community 
Safety Reference Group, which includes senior members of WA Police, City of Fremantle 
elected members and staff.

The plan identifies three key areas for the City to focus on to ensure Fremantle remained 
a safe and welcoming place—maintaining close relationships with the police, government 
agencies and local businesses; supporting community development and crime prevention 
initiatives and investing in infrastructure like the CCTV network.

OCTOBER 2019

MEET YOUR NEW COUNCIL
Four new faces were elected to the Fremantle Council in the local government elections.

Geoff Graham in Beaconsfield Ward, Su Groome in East Ward, Frank Mofflin in Hilton Ward 
and Marija Vujcic in South Ward were all elected to four-year terms.

Councillors Rachel Pemberton in City Ward and Bryn Jones in North Ward were also re-
elected for another four years.

Mayor Brad Pettitt thanked retiring councillors Ingrid Waltham, Dave Hume and Jeff 
McDonald, and acknowledged the contribution of the departing Jon Strachan, who served 
on the council with distinction for 12 years.
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LIGHTS ON AT HILTON PARK
Local sporting clubs were given a major boost through the installation of four new light 
towers at Hilton Park.

The latest technology LED lights replaced the three ageing and non-compliant light towers 
that were removed from the upper oval at Hilton Park earlier in the year.

The new LED lights are noticeably brighter than the old metal halide ones, can be switched 
on and off immediately without the need for warming up or cooling down and are much 
cheaper to run because they use less energy and require less maintenance.

INTRODUCING EVie—THE ELECTRIC RUBBISH TRUCK
The City of Fremantle demonstrated its commitment to sustainability through a trial of a new 
electric-powered rubbish truck.

EVie the EV plied the streets of Fremantle as part of the trial to assess the performance of 
electric vehicles in local conditions.

A normal rubbish trucks uses about 500 litres of diesel fuel and produces more than 1.3 
tonnes of carbon dioxide emissions every week.

FERN FRUIT TREES FIND A NEW HOME
Five fruit trees on the former site of the Fremantle Environmental Resource Network were 
moved to a new home to allow for the upgrade of High Street by Main Roads WA.

Four of the fruit trees were relocated to the WGV Community Orchard in White Gum Valley, 
while a Kaffir Lime tree has been moved to the Hilton Harvest Community Garden.

BRAVE STAFF HONOURED FOR SAVING SWIMMER’S LIFE
Staff at the Fremantle Leisure Centre were honoured for their heroic efforts in saving the life 
of a woman who suffered a seizure while swimming.

Lifeguards James Annetts, Jasmine Shepherd and Georgia Ray, as well as swim instructor 
Jessica Cannon, were presented with a Royal Life Saving Society Gold Star Bravery Award 
during a ceremony at the State Reception Centre in Kings Park.

PODGER LANE HONOURS NORTH FREMANTLE DIGGER
A North Fremantle football player killed on the Western Front in the First World War had a 
street named in his honour.

Samuel Podger played for the North Fremantle Football Club and was living on Ellen Street 
in Fremantle when he enlisted in the First Australian Imperial Force in 1915.

North Fremantle Football Club President Tony Misich said it was important for the club to 
honour past players and keep alive the memory of its fallen heroes.

NOVEMBER 2019

FREMANTLE WELCOMES BROADENING OF ANTI-WHINGE LAWS
The City of Fremantle welcomed the latest steps towards reforms that would help protect 
live music and entertainment venues from complaints about noise.

The so-called ‘anti-whinge’ laws would allow local governments to establish special 
entertainment precincts through their local planning scheme in which venues could apply to 
exceed normal noise levels.

The original proposals for the reforms focussed on Northbridge, but following submissions 
from the City of Fremantle the scope was expanded to include all local governments, not 
just the City of Perth.
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DANCE HALL DAYS WALTZES AWAY WITH LOCAL GOVERNMENT AWARD
A City of Fremantle initiative to encourage senior citizens to remain connected and active in 
their community was recognised with a local government award.

The City’s Dance Hall Days program took out the Partnerships and Collaboration Award at 
the Local Government Professionals WA 2019 Honour Awards.

Dance Hall Days is a monthly facilitated dance for over 55s which includes a one-hour 
dance lesson, a variety of live bands and a range of dances to encourage everyone to have 
a go.

LOTTERYWEST GRANT FOR KULUNGA KINDERGARTEN
The City of Fremantle welcomed a grant from Lotterywest to restore the former Kulunga 
Aboriginal Kindergarten in Hilton.

The funding was allocated for the Meerilinga Young Children’s Foundation to create a 
community hub for family and community services such as parenting support, early learning 
programs and playgroups.

FREO ALTERNATIVE WINS ANOTHER AWARD
A ground-breaking approach to infill housing in established suburbs by the City of Fremantle 
was recognised with a prestigious planning award.

The ‘Freo Alternative—Big Thinking About Small Housing’ project won the Best Planning 
Idea—Small Project category at the Planning Institute Australia WA 2019 Awards for 
Planning Excellence.

The Freo Alternative was a five-year project designed to find a new way to meet the state 
government’s infill development targets and limit urban sprawl while also protecting the 
amenity that people valued in their neighbourhoods.

DECEMBER 2019

CHRISTMAS IN FREO
Santa Claus and his helpers were back in Freo spreading Christmas cheer, handing out 
lollies to the kids and paying for shoppers’ parking.

The City of Fremantle also offered two hours of free parking via the PayStay app and ran 
the #shopfreo competition to encourage people to come to Fremantle for their Christmas 
shopping.

The City also staged the popular Bazaar Christmas Market at Fremantle Arts Centre and 
Carols by Candlelight at Fremantle Oval.

BOO PARK MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAILS MOVE TO THE NEXT PHASE
PPlans to establish formal mountain bike trails in Fremantle’s Booyeembara Park 
progressed to the next phase after a study concluded the site was suitable.

Following an approach by local mountain bike enthusiasts the Fremantle Council committed 
to conducting a land use compatibility feasibility study to explore the idea of creating 
mountain bike trails in Boo Park. 

After receiving the results of the study the council agreed to progress to the next phase 
in the process, which involved developing a mountain bike trail concept plan, liaising with 
the state government on environmental requirements and identifying potential funding 
partners.
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CYCLING WITHOUT AGE RIDES INTO FREO
Cycling Without Age, an international not-for-profit organisation that allows elderly and less 
mobile people to experience an outdoor ride on trishaw e-bikes piloted by volunteer cyclists, 
launched in Fremantle.

The social enterprise was partially funded by the City of Fremantle’s Arts and Community 
Grants program and received $5000 to help get it off the ground. 

City of Fremantle Director of Community Development Michelle Brennand said Cycling 
Without Age encouraged ageing in a positive context and built bridges between generations.

CITY OF FREMANTLE AND NOTRE DAME COLLABORATE TO GROW TECH
The City of Fremantle and Notre Dame University formed a partnership to support the tech-
based event Freo Startup Fest.

The inaugural Fremantle event was part of West Tech Fest—Western Australia’s premier 
innovation festival—and brought together WA’s startup community to celebrate the growth 
and successes of the startup ecosystem.

JANUARY 2020

DINOSAURS ALIVE FOR THE SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
Thousands of kids enjoyed a ROAR-some adventure in Fremantle over the school holidays 
on the hunt for some huge, life-like dinosaurs.

Throughout January there were ten dinosaurs to be found at key locations around the city, 
including the Fremantle Markets, Fremantle Prison and Fishing Boat Harbour.

The animatronic dinosaurs, which moved and roared, included the fearsome Tyrannosaurus 
Rex and everyone’s favourite herbivore Triceratops.

There were also special dinosaur-themed kids activities at the WA Shipwrecks Museum, 
Kidogo Arthouse, Toyworld and Fremantle Library. 

NEW LOOK VISITOR CENTRE READY FOR SUMMER
The City of Fremantle’s revamped Visitor Centre at the Fremantle Town Hall officially opened 
for business, just in time for the busy summer season.

Visitor Information Services Team Leader Rosetta Letizia said the changes, which included 
the centre doubling in size and being upgraded to feature a relaxing lounge area, meant 
they could now offer a much better experience to visitors to Fremantle.

NEW ELECTRIC BUGGY HELPS KEEP FREO CLEAN AND GREEN
A new energy-efficient electric buggy was added to Fremantle’s fleet of city  
cleaning vehicles.

The new buggy replaced an old diesel-powered buggy and is used by the City of Fremantle’s 
clean-up team as they move around the city centre emptying the bins, picking up litter and 
cleaning up mess.

CITY-WIDE BOOK CLUB LAUNCHES
The Fremantle Book Club, a joint initiative by City of Fremantle and Fremantle Press, officially 
kicked off with the aim to unite people living, working, visiting and studying in Freo around a 
single story.

Fremantle Mayor Brad Pettitt said Freo’s inaugural city-wide book club would support local 
authors, promote a culture of creativity in the community and connect likeminded literary fans.
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PORT BEACH FUNDING COMMITMENT
The City of Fremantle welcomed the state government’s commitment to help fund the 
construction of a temporary rock wall to protect coastal assets at Port Beach.

The construction of a rock wall was Fremantle Council’s preferred interim measure to 
protect facilities including the change rooms, surf club annex and Coast Café from coastal 
erosion.

The government announced it would match the City’s $200,000 contribution towards the 
project, which would extend the existing rock wall further north and be in place ahead of the 
first winter storms that generally cause the most erosion damage.

ONE DAY SHINES SPOTLIGHT ON EMERGING YOUNG TALENT
Some of WA’s best young artists were showcased during this year’s One Day in  
Fremantle event.

The free, all-day event commenced with a traditional smoking ceremony at Bathers Beach in 
the morning and concluded with a sunset ceremony featuring the burning of six balga trees, 
signifying reflection and renewal.

Other activities included boomerang painting, rock mandalas, weaving, an art exhibition, 
storytelling and poetry readings along with the Uluru Statement from the Heart and a 
number of other information stalls.

AWARDS FOR TOP CITIZENS 
An advocate striving to create greater opportunities for Aboriginal families in the Fremantle 
area was named Fremantle’s Citizen of the Year.

Heidi Mippy worked as a youth worker, police officer, child protection worker and in many 
other roles before focusing on establishing the Djidi Djidi Girls Academy at Fremantle 
College. 

Nyoongar Elder Betty Garlett was named Fremantle’s Senior Citizen of the Year, while 
Fremantle’s Young Citizen of the Year was artist Alice Ford.

FEBRUARY 2020

FIRE AID RAISES MORE THAN $650,000 FOR BUSHFIRE RELIEF
Fremantle’s two Fire Aid benefit concerts at Fremantle Arts Centre raised more than 
$650,000 for fire services, local communities and wildlife protection following the 
devastating bushfires around Australia.

The concept for Fire Aid originated from the bands and their manager Phil Stevens, who said 
it was a direct reaction to the horrendous images of the fires and stories of people’s loss.

CONTAINER RAINBOW GETS SOME TLC
One of Fremantle’s most loved and iconic works of public art received a makeover.

Commissioned by the City of Fremantle and installed overlooking the Swan River and 
Fremantle Port in 2016, Rainbow by Perth artist Marcus Canning instantly became one of 
Fremantle’s most recognisable structures.

NEW CIVIC BUILDING AND LIBRARY NAMED WALYALUP CIVIC CENTRE
The City of Fremantle’s new civic building and library in Kings Square was officially  
named the Walyalup Civic Centre.

Fremantle Council agreed to the name in recognition of the Traditional Owners of  
Fremantle and in the spirit of the City’s Reconciliation Action Plan.

Walyalup is the traditional Whadjuk Nyoongar name for the geographic location of 
Fremantle.
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STATE GOVERNMENT WORKERS  
GET A WARM WELCOME
The City of Fremantle worked with government agencies 
and local businesses to ensure state government workers 
got a warm welcome when they moved into their new 
home at Kings Square.

The City of Fremantle and the departments of 
Communities and Transport, with support from the 
Fremantle Chamber of Commerce, put together a welcome 
pack providing tips from locals on their favourite shops, 
cafés and lunch spots and offering special discounts from 
local businesses.

The City also offered free walking tours by the award-
winning Fremantle Tours to help the newcomers 
familiarise themselves with the city. 

MARCH 2020

SHUTTLE BUS TO HEAVEN AFTER  
HIGHWAY TO HELL
The City of Fremantle provided a free shuttle service to 
ferry people from the Rainbow into central Fremantle after 
the Perth Festival’s epic Highway to Hell event.

Taking inspiration from the classic AC/DC song ‘Highway to 
Hell’—Canning Highway was transformed into the world’s 
longest stage, with a host of local and international 
artists performing AC/DC songs from stages on the back 
of semi-trailers in a slow ‘hit parade’ from Applecross to 
Fremantle.

More than 100,000 people flocked to Highway to Hell, 
and the free shuttle service made it easier for foot-weary 
revellers to get into Freo after enjoying the event.

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITIES BECOME PART 
OF THE FREO FAMILY
The first 300 staff from the Department of Communities 
officially moved into their new head office in Fremantle’s 
Kings Square.

The state government workers occupied new office space 
created as part of the Kings Square Renewal project—a 
$270 million redevelopment of Fremantle’s civic heart by 
the City of Fremantle and Sirona Capital.

By the end of June more than 1700 staff from the 
Department of Communities and Department of Transport 
had relocated to Kings Square, providing a substantial 
boost to the local economy and Fremantle traders.

NORTH FREMANTLE 'MY HOME'  
PROJECT APPROVED
An innovative project that takes advantage of surplus state 
government land to provide housing to homeless women 
aged 55 and over was given the green light by Fremantle 
Council.

The ‘My Home’ proposal involves the construction of 18 
self-contained single bedroom units on Congdon Street in 
North Fremantle on vacant land that is currently part of a 
railway reserve.

BEST IN WA FOR CUSTOMER SERVICE
The City of Fremantle’s outstanding customer service was 
recognised with a major award at the Australian Institute 
of Management WA Pinnacle Awards.

The City’s customer service team took out The West 
Australian Customer Service Excellence Award, which 
provides recognition for an organisation that has 
achieved outstanding results through key initiatives that 
demonstrate leadership and commitment to excellence in 
customer service.

Entry to the award was open to all organisations across 
the corporate, government, community and not-for-profit 
sectors in Australia that have a significant footprint in 
Western Australia.

CITY LAUNCHES NEIGHBOUR TO  
NEIGHBOUR PROJECT
The City of Fremantle provided assistance to members of 
the community who faced unprecedented challenges and 
increased isolation due to COVID-19. 

The City’s Neighbour to Neighbour project aimed to 
support communities at high risk of being impacted by 
the threats of COVID-19, including seniors, people with a 
disability, people from culturally and linguistically diverse 
(CALD) backgrounds and Indigenous people. 

Neighbour to Neighbour encouraged local residents 
to sign up and volunteer to help vulnerable people in 
their community with simple errands, including grocery 
shopping, dog walking, posting mail or simply checking in 
with a friendly phone call.

COVID-19 SUPPORT AVAILABLE TO  
SMALL BUSINESS
As part of its Small Business Capacity Building Program, 
the City of Fremantle partnered with Business Foundations 
to deliver complimentary one-on-one advisory sessions to 
provide information on how to access state and federal 
government COVID-19 stimulus packages.

The City also introduced free parking, offered rent relief on 
City-owned properties, deferred statutory fees and waived 
alfresco dining fees as part of a package of measures to 
support local businesses during the pandemic. 
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APRIL 2020

REVEALED GOES ONLINE
The COVID-19 pandemic forced the cancellation of the 
highly anticipated Revealed Art Market to protect public 
health and the safety of the artists involved.

Fremantle Arts Centre adapted to continue to offer 
remote and regional artists the opportunity to earn much 
needed income.

Artworks from Fremantle Art Centre’s 2020 Revealed 
Exhibition, an annual showcase of the quality and 
diversity of Western Australian Aboriginal art, became 
available to view and purchase online.

LIBRARY EMBRACES NEW  
WAYS TO CONNECT COMMUNITY
An expanded home delivery service and contactless drive-
through option to return borrowed books were some of 
the arrangements the Fremantle Library put in place to 
support the community during the COVID-19 crisis.

While Fremantle Library had to close its ‘physical’ building 
in response to a mandated Federal Government direction 
to slow the spread of COVID-19, staff were eager to keep 
library services functioning and expand other areas to 
members to help them stay connected.

FREMANTLE LOOKS TOWARDS  
COVID-19 RECOVERY
The City of Fremantle looked ahead to life beyond 
COVID-19 and began planning for a strong recovery.

Fremantle Council agreed to form three special internal 
working groups dedicated to driving the City’s approach to 
economic and community recovery.

Each working group will be comprised of a number of 
councillors and relevant senior staff, along with the Mayor 
and Chief Executive Officer.

MAY 2020

RECYCLING CENTRE GETS A BOOST
The City of Fremantle welcomed a state government 
grant to establish a Household Hazardous Waste disposal 
facility at the Fremantle Recycling Centre.

Household Hazardous Waste (HHW) includes items like 
aerosols, batteries and paint that can’t be disposed of in 
household bins. 

Mayor Brad Pettitt said the new facility would provide 
another boost to recycling rates in Fremantle.

COUNCIL ADOPTS CAT LOCAL LAW
Fremantle Council adopted a local law to protect native 
wildlife from predation by cats.

The Cat Management Local Law designates 12 areas 
within the City of Fremantle as cat prohibited areas, 
including parks like Booyeembara Park and Sir Frederick 
Samson Park, beach and river reserves and golf courses.

If any registered cat is captured in one of the cat 
prohibited areas the owner is committing an offence and 
subject to a $200 fine.

BURGLARY FOILED BY COMMUNITY SAFETY 
TEAM
The City of Fremantle’s Community Safety Team helped 
to foil a burglary on a clothing store in Fremantle’s city 
centre.

The CCTV operator notified members of the City’s 
Community Safety Team, who attended and made contact 
with the offender. Police arrived a short time later and 
arrested the man.

The City of Fremantle is one of only three local 
governments in WA to have an actively monitored CCTV 
network, so police can be alerted to any incidents and 
respond quickly.

CITY SERVICES REOPEN
The City of Fremantle announced the first steps towards 
the reopening of facilities and services in line with the 
easing of state government COVID-19 restrictions.

Facilities like the Fremantle Library, customer service 
desk and the Fremantle Community Legal Centre were 
all progressively reopened throughout May, with sneeze 
screens installed and hand sanitiser made available to 
protect customers and staff. 

Public toilets, beach showers, barbecues and drinking 
fountains were also reopened with an enhanced  
cleaning regime.
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JUNE 2020

ORD STREET PROTECTED BIKE LANE TO IMPROVE SAFETY
The City of Fremantle made improvements to its network of bicycle paths by creating a 
protected bike lane along Ord Street.

Fremantle Mayor Brad Pettitt said the Ord Street project was part of a series of upgrades 
designed to encourage more people to take up cycling.

MAYORS UNITE FOR CLEANER FREIGHT
Local government leaders along the Fremantle Port freight link banded together to call 
for road freight improvements for industry and community.

The mayors of Fremantle, Melville and East Fremantle put their collective support behind 
cleaner freight initiatives that will enable more efficient use of the road network by 
capping freight volumes and placing stricter controls on the types of trucks allowed to 
transport freight.

SWIM, GYM AND COMMUNITY SPORTS BACK ON
Fremantle Leisure Centre and Samson Recreation Centre reopened after being 
temporarily closed in March 2020 following government directive to ensure community 
safety and reduce the risk of spreading COVID-19.

Mayor Brad Pettitt said the City was excited to welcome back swimmers, gym goers and 
indoor sports to the Fremantle Leisure Centre and Samson Recreation Centre.

COUNCIL CALLS FOR COMMUNITY INPUT ON NEW TRAFFIC BRIDGE
Fremantle Council urged the state government to ensure the local community is properly 
consulted on the design of the replacement Fremantle Traffic Bridge.

The state and federal governments have committed matching funding to the $230 million 
project last year and the new bridge has been included on a list of projects to be fast 
tracked as part of the state government’s COVID-19 economic recovery measures.

Mayor Brad Pettitt said the new bridge would be a critical gateway into Fremantle so the 
design needed to be befitting of its prominent location and help to improve connectivity 
between North Fremantle, Cantonment Hill, Victoria Quay and the river foreshore.

FUNDING SOUGHT FOR URGENT ROUND HOUSE CONSERVATION WORKS 
Fremantle Council committed $500,000 towards works to improve the safety of the 
severely eroded cliffs at Arthur Head—the site of the historic Round House —and called 
on the state government to match that commitment.

In March 2018 the City of Fremantle closed the Whalers Tunnel under the Round House 
and fenced off areas at the base of the cliffs in the historic Arthur Head Reserve after 
receiving advice that overhanging rock could be unstable and posed a safety risk.

The tunnel was reopened after the City erected temporary scaffolding at the western 
entrance to protect pedestrians in the event of a rock fall.

A report recommending remedial works worth an estimated $1.8 million were endorsed 
by Fremantle Council in April 2019.
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CHALLENGES AND  
FUTURE OUTLOOK
The year ahead will be a challenging 
one for the City with the focus firmly on 
supporting the community and local 
community as it continues to recover 
from the impacts of COVID-19. 
After years in planning and preparation, this year will see 
the Kings Square Renewal project come to fruition, with 
the new civic centre and library expected to be operational 
by the end of the 2020–21 financial year.

This is truly a once-in-a-generation project, which will 
completely revitalise Fremantle’s civic heart, attract 
thousands of new workers and residents and be the 
catalyst for millions of dollars of further investment.

The new financial year shapes as one unlike any in  
living memory.

The tremendous public health, social and economic 
upheaval created by the COVID-19 pandemic impacted the 
community and the City in ways that could not have been 
imagined this time last year.

At the forefront of Council’s budget deliberations for the 
year ahead was the knowledge that so many Fremantle 
businesses and residents took a huge financial hit. 

As well as forecasting a zero increase in rate revenue, 
Council adopted a new hardship policy to provide relief to 
ratepayers facing financial stress. COVID-19 also had a 
significant impact on the City’s finances. It is estimated the 
City will lose about $4 million in revenue in 2020–21 from 
parking, commercial rents and other income sources.

The loss of revenue and a commitment to stepping up 
support for people in need in the Fremantle community 
and the business sector meant the City had to make 
some very tough decisions to focus on the provision of 
core services and the delivery of a capital works program 
designed to be a catalyst for flow-on benefits to the 
broader community. 

The situation with rates was made more complicated 
by the revaluation in 2020 of properties by the state 
government’s Valuer General.

This meant that while the City has committed to no overall 
rate increase in the new financial year, rates notices may 
go up or down depending on the change in the Gross 
Rental Value of specific properties.

Almost three quarters of Fremantle ratepayers will see 
their rates notice for 2020–21 either stay the same or go 
down compared to last year’s rates bill. Ten per cent will 
see an increase of less than two per cent, and 16 per cent 
of ratepayers will see their rates go up by more than two 
per cent.
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Clockwise from top right: Construction of the Walyalup Civic Centre and Library; Mayor Brad Pettitt with City staff 
Gena Bidet and Paul De Young at the newly restored Arthur Head cliff-face and Cr Frank Mofflin and Hilton Primary 
School students cashing in containers at Fremantle Recycling Centre's Containers for Change outlet.

Every year councils work out how much revenue is required to provide the services and 
facilities the community needs, and then calculate the rate-in-the-dollar based on that.

This year because on average GRV’s in Fremantle have gone down by about 10 per cent 
the rate-in-the-dollar has gone up by 10 per cent, but the amount of revenue collected 
will stay the same as last year.

Despite the financial impact of COVID-19 the 2020–21 annual 
budget still includes funds for a substantial capital works 
program, including:

• Completion of Walyalup Civic Centre and Library

• New Kings Square play space

• Public realm upgrades at Newman Court and Kings Square

• Fremantle Golf Course, club house and community facility

• Fremantle Markets building works

• Arthur Head conservation works

• Container Deposit Scheme refund point at Fremantle Recycling Centre

• New Fremantle Park car park
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OUR 
SERVICES
CITY BUSINESS 
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND MARKETING
PARKING 
City parking officers enforce laws and regulations that allow for safe, fair and equitable access to parking in Fremantle. 
The team ensures there is regular turnover of parking bays in the busy city centre; residents have clear access to their 
driveways and the safe movement of traffic is facilitated with care and compassion. 

The team strives to make Fremantle a friendly and accessible environment and has shifted focus from strict 
enforcement to include public education and offering alternative solutions to parking issues. 

The City’s revenue from parking infringements is approximately $1.4 million. The City also issued 394 residential 
parking permits. 

The City aims to provide the right balance between residential and commercial parking in Fremantle. Highlights include:

• Increasing the use of mobile apps to help access payment for parking.

• Moving towards the use of electronic permits to remove the need for residential and commercial customers to 
attend Council offices to purchase permits.

• Improved customer service by resolving ticket machine issues in real time over the phone or in person so that our 
customers are able to pay for their parking and avoid receiving a parking infringement.

• Better communication of faults between customers.

• Saving customers’ money and time on unnecessary parking appeals and improvement on our response rate to 
customer complaints.

FREMANTLE CBD PARKING BAYS
There are 27 car parks managed by the City across Fremantle, with bays distributed as follows:

Type of parking Number of bays
ACROD 58
Authorised vehicles only 83
Buses 31
Car parking (general) 2,206
Electric cars 4
Loading zone 62
Motorcycles or bikes 182
Police 12
Street parking 1,716
Tour coaches 10
Taxis 8
Ticket machines 166
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PROPERTY MANAGEMENT 
The property team manages the City’s property portfolio that includes a mix of community and commercial properties. 
The portfolio generates approximately $3 million in revenue for the City each year and tenancies are used to deliver 
important community services, or to improve the appeal of Fremantle to visitors. During this year, the City has been 
focused heavily on the negotiating leases for new City of Fremantle Civic Building’s hospitality, retail and office spaces. 

At the end of the financial year, there were no vacancies for City-owned properties with a large amount of the new 
agreements this year being for community purposes. 

The following leases were provided or amended over the past 12 months: 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
The economic development strategy 2015–20 includes four program areas which outline the priorities of  
the strategy: 

1. Place management, activation and urban realm.

2. Customer experience, marketing and business improvement.

3. Development and management of council properties.

4. Attraction of business, industry and investment. 

Tenant Address Term Option Start date Rent
Fremantle Theatre 
Company 

Victoria Hall, 179 High 
Street, Fremantle

12 months Nil 1 November 
2020

Peppercorn

Riley’s Auto Electrics Portion of 2 Jones Street, 
O’Connor 

6 months Nil 29 February 
2020

$7,054pa + 
GST 

Air Kraft Pty Ltd Portion of 2 Jones Street, 
O’Connor 

6 months Nil 29 February 
2020

$3000pa + 
GST

Commercial and 
Domestic Construction 

Portion of 2 Jones Street, 
O’Connor

6 months Nil 29 February 
2020

$5000pa + 
GST 

Fremantle Theatre 
Company 

Portion of 2 Jones Street, 
O’Connor 

6 months Nil 28 September 
2020

$200pa + GST 

Dalezone Pty Ltd Portion of 2 Jones Street, 
O'Connor

6 months Nil 29 February 
2020

$3000pa + 
GST

Emme2 Pty Ltd T/A 
Ocean Cycles 

2 Phillimore Street, 
Fremantle 

3 years Nil 1 June 2020 $6,000pa + 
GST

Georgiou Group Pty 
Ltd 

10A Wood Street, 
Fremantle 

15 months Nil 26 February 
2020

$63,000pa + 
GST

Fremantle Park Sport 
and Community 
Centre 

36 Ellen Street, Fremantle 5 Years Nil 13 March 2020 Peppercorn 

Fremantle Biennale Portion of 141 Queen 
Victoria Street, Fremantle 

6 months Nil 17 August 2020 Peppercorn 

Sunset Markets Portion of South Beach 
Reserve 

5 months Nil 1 December 
2020

Fees waived

Agreements now ceased
Geodis Wilson 39A Daly Street, South 

Fremantle 
9 years Nil 1 January 2011 $40,510pa + 

GST 
Men Behaving Handy 10A Wood Street, 

Fremantle 
11 years Nil 1 November 

2009
$5,716 pa + 
GST

Evergreen Golf Pty Ltd 20 Montreal Street, 
Fremantle 

19 years Nil 8 November 
2001

$90,829pa + 
GST
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The role of the team, guided by this strategy, is to facilitate development of a resilient and evolving local economy with 
increased levels of public and private sector investment, employment, successful businesses and satisfied visitors. 

DESTINATION MARKETING 
Following on from the launch of the new destination brand, This is Fremantle in April 2019, the marketing team 
continued to deliver and implement actions outlined in the 2018–22 Destination Marketing Strategic Plan.

In the first half of the financial year the team delivered four major advertising campaigns on the back of a major 
consumer brand awareness campaign in June. This enabled Fremantle to have a sustained presence for the This 
is Fremantle brand for a solid seven month period through paid outdoor, digital and social media advertising. All 
campaigns were supported by organic activity through the visit Fremantle owned channels including social media, 
enewsletters, campaign landing pages on visitfremantle.com.au.

In July, the 10 Nights in Port campaign brand awareness campaign aimed to leverage City owned events by promoting 
the brand to a wider audience and using the event as a call to action to increase visitation.

In August, Freo Foodie promoted the hospitality sector in one of the quietest months of the year with a tactical campaign 
highlighting Fremantle’s restaurants, cafés, small bars and hotels.

October and November leveraged the 2019 Fremantle Biennale ‘Undercurrent’ which included an international headline 
artwork Waterlicht by dutch artist Studio Roosegaarde.

In November and December the 2019 Christmas campaign promoted shopping in Fremantle to drive retail spend whilst 
enjoying other experiences through a digital and social media advertising buy through Facebook, Instagram and Google 
Adwords.Leveraging high yield meeting, incentive, conference and exhibition (MICE) opportunities is a strategic pillar in 
the City of Fremantle Destination Marketing Strategic Plan 2018–22. 

In December 2019, the City applied and was accepted to attend Business Events Australia’s annual Dreamtime event 
which was held in Perth. The team met with 25 travel agents specialising in the incentive travel market.

In February 2019, the City represented the destination as an exhibitor within the Business Events Perth stand at 
the Asia Pacific Incentives and Meeting Event in Melbourne. 17 one on one meetings took place with travel agents 
specialising in incentive business, professional conference event organisers from South East Asia

From March through to the end of the financial year all paid activities ceased as the City reallocated budgets to support 
essential and community services during COVID-19. During this period the City’s marketing team delivered a program 
of curated content through the Visit Fremantle channels (social media, e newsletter and website) to support leisure 
businesses trading through restrictions maintaining market share ready for when restrictions eased, borders re-open 
and interstate and international travel resumes.

FIELD SERVICES
ENVIRONMENTAL HEALTH 
The Environmental Health (‘EHO’) team assesses and supervises public health and environmental conditions affecting 
the City’s residents, businesses and visitors.

EHO duties range between food businesses—including event and market food stalls, unique food vehicles, alfresco 
dining and food manufacturers—liquor licensed venues, public buildings, public swimming pools, public beach 
monitoring, lodging houses, minor industrial premises, body art/skin piercing businesses, hairdressers and events.

There are over 600 food businesses registered with the City that range between low, medium and high-risk businesses. 
These businesses need to be inspected and assessed by EHO’s against legislative standards to prevent disease, 
minimise environmental impacts and maintain public safety.

Due to COVID-19 the officers spend considerable time on public health and incorporated that into requirements  
for events. 

EHOs received and assessed 352 new applications for temporary food businesses, liquor licenses, food businesses and 
short stay accommodation.
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EHOs investigated 409 complaints and responded to over 
1,300 general enquiries. The topics ranged from asbestos 
management, food quality, noise emissions and COVID-19.

Development Compliance
The Compliance team responds to complaints that are 
received in relation to planning, building and health 
related matters. These matters generally relate to 
complaints concerning private property as distinct 
from complaints within the public realm (roads, parks 
etc). Issues are resolved through negotiation and, 
in the minority of cases, through the issue of minor 
infringements without the necessity to undertake legal 
action.

During the past financial year, the Compliance team 
received and investigated 395 complaints and responded 
to 1,200 email enquiries.

Planning Compliance matters relating to the Planning and 
Development Act 2005 and Planning and Development 
(Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 include:

• Unauthorised development;
• Unauthorised use of property;
• Non-compliance with approved plans
• Non-compliance with conditions of planning approval.
Building Compliance matters relating to the Building Act 
2011 include:
• Non-compliance with an approved building permit;
• Non-compliance with an approved building plan;
• Building work affecting neighbouring land;
• Unauthorised building work;
• Unauthorised/dangerous swimming pools;
• Dangerous structures.
The team administers various other acts, Regulations and 
Local Laws including:
• Local Government Act 1960;
• Criminal Procedures Act 2004;
• Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds Act 1995;
• Litter Act 1979;
• Activities in Thoroughfares and Public Places and 

Trading Local Law 2005;
• Prevention and Abatement of Sand Drift Local Law 

2002 (amended 2005);
• Short Stay Accommodation Local Law 2008;
• Signs, Hoardings and Bill Posting Local Law (No 13) 

1998.

COMMUNITY SAFETY AND RANGERS
The City’s Community Safety Officers are responsible for 
enforcing local laws in relation to Ranger related duties 
as well as provide a mediation role to assist the Police, 
business community, locals and visitors to Fremantle.

Officers conduct security patrols of the CBD and 
surrounding suburbs using bicycles and vehicles and are 
on duty from 7am to 9pm, seven days a week. Particular 
attention is given to areas where anti-social activity is 
known to occur and the well-known dog exercise areas 
within the City’s boundaries.

The team responded to a total of 11,689 callouts in 
2019–20, dealing with a range of issues including: 
begging, anti-social behaviour, rough sleepers, theft, 
graffiti, illegal camping, dog attacks, cat related incidents 
and illegal dumping (littering). The team worked in 
partnership with the police and welfare agencies to ensure 
Fremantle is a safe, welcoming, vibrant and family  
friendly place. 

Community safety officers strived to be the first 
responders to anti-social or nuisance behaviour and low 
level criminal activity such as shop lifting and drinking 
alcohol in public places. 

SAFER COMMUNITIES CCTV PROJECT

The team is a few months away from completing a 
$928,000 upgrade of the City’s existing CCTV network. 
The upgrade includes the installation of 5 automatic 
number plate recognition (ANPR) cameras and 37 new 
CCTV cameras at hot spots identified in consultation with 
WA Police and City officers.

DISADVANTAGED IN FREMANTLE

The Community Safety team continue to be the first 
responders for all reports of homeless activity in the 
City of Fremantle. During the last financial year the team 
interacted with 692 disadvantaged persons on the streets 
of Fremantle and the surrounding suburbs.

DEVELOPMENT COMPLIANCE 

The Development Compliance team responds to 
complaints that are received in relation to planning, 
building and health matters. Compliance matters generally 
relate to complaints concerning private property.

The team administers various different Acts, Regulations 
and Local Laws which include:
• Local Government Act 1995
• Planning and Development Act
• Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) 

Regulations 2015
• Building Act 2011
• Criminal Procedures Act 2004
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• Caravan Parks and Camping Grounds Act 1995
• Litter Act 1979
• Activities in Thoroughfares and Public Places and 

Trading Local Law 2005
• Prevention and Abatement of Sand Drift Local Law 

2002 (amended 2005)
• Short Stay Accommodation Local Law 2008;
• Signs, Hoardings and Bill Posting Local Law (No 13) 

1998.

Compliance officers received and investigated 626 
complaints and responded to 1,239 email enquiries this 
year. Topics for investigation ranged from unauthorised 
development, unauthorised use of property, dangerous 
structures, nuisance issues and any other matters raised 
by the public. 

CORPORATE SERVICES
FINANCE
Finance supports the City in managing nearly $150 million 
in operating and capital expenditure. Finance provide 
the financial management, insurance, procurement, 
investment and payroll support for the organisation 
by facilitating policies and procedures that enable the 
business to properly manage the implementation of 
services and capital works. 

The team also manages the collection of nearly $46 
million in rates for the year.

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
The Information Technology team is responsible for the 
delivery and maintenance of the City’s technology and 
telecommunications, development and management of 
software systems along with maintaining compliance and 
governance of the City’s information collection.

The team’s focus during the year has been primarily on 
digital transformation across the City. This includes the 
design and implementation of a more intuitive, integrated 
and efficient document management system to ensure 
data integrity, retention and disposal along with a 
reduction in operating costs. 

The team also developed and implemented an online 
forms system for internal staff resulting in over 80 per 
cent paper reduction for the City. A new online services 
portal allows the community to request services from 
the City online providing more efficient delivery of these 
services.

Information Technology will be delivering the audio visual, 
network and voice communications along with server 
and storage solutions for the new civic centre and library 
building. 

These services will continue to grow staff mobility and 
allow them to work seamlessly in an activity based working 

environment. In addition to this, the City is also preparing 
to offer online building and planning applications along 
with a fully integrated and automated customer request 
management system. An online customer portal will be 
provided for all rate payers and residents allowing them to 
better interact with the City.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

FREMANTLE COMMUNITY  
LEGAL CENTRE
The centre provided assistance to 1,103 clients: 718 were 
new clients and 355 were repeat clients and 162 were 
existing clients. The client breakdown was as follows:

• 72% were female
• 6% were under the age on 25
• 66% were receiving nil or low income
• 10% were over the age of 65
• 34% were identified as a person living with a physical 

disability or a mental health illness
• 50% were experiencing family violence
• 6% were Indigenous Australians
• 9% were non-English speaking 
• 23% required an interpreter
The centre provided 2,075 advices which include talking 
to clients face to face, over the phone, or through 
written correspondence in relation to legal advice only, 
this number does not include any contact regarding 
administration of the file or assistance. FCLC represented 
247 clients in court, and 175 duty court representations 
for clients at the Fremantle Magistrate’s Court, 
notwithstanding the 9 weeks away from the office during 
the COVID-19 lockdown and the limited access to courts 
during that period.

The staff delivered 22 community legal education 
sessions to various organisations and engaged in 40 
additional legal activities or engagements which included 
networking, making and commenting on law reform issues 
and supporting the development of policy for law reform.

The family violence solicitor, a role funded by the City 
assisted 146 clients, provided 479 advices; assisted 42 
people at duty court and opened 61 cases in the  
financial year.

Achievements
Judy McLean, principal Solicitor won the 2019 Pro Bono 
Lawyer of the year award for her dedication to justice and 
working towards a greater collegiality.

Georgia Kyros, a former PLT placements and long-time 
volunteer at RFCLC won the Piddington PLT Lawyer  
of the year.

https://www.fremantle.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/sharepointdocs/Activities in thoroughfares and public places and trading local law-C-000321.pdf
https://www.fremantle.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/sharepointdocs/Activities in thoroughfares and public places and trading local law-C-000321.pdf
https://www.fremantle.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/sharepointdocs/Prevention and abatement of sand drift local law-C-000314.pdf
https://www.fremantle.wa.gov.au/sites/default/files/sharepointdocs/Prevention and abatement of sand drift local law-C-000314.pdf
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FREMANTLE LEISURE CENTRE AND SAMSON 
RECREATION CENTRE
With the State Government’s mandatory closure of community facilities due to 
COVID-19, both the Leisure Centre and Samson Recreation Centre closed from 19 
March to 18 June. 

Therefore, a total of 381,090 people visited the leisure centre during 2019–20. 
The leisure centre monthly membership base is averaging 1108 members, a 
14.7% increase compared to the previous year. 

 The swim school operates a perpetual learn to swim program for under and over 
5 year olds and a term based program for aqua-babies. The program caters for 16 
week year old babies through to adults, as well an access and inclusion learn to 
swim program. The monthly average of enrolments for 2019–20 was 1,298 with 
the school age squad program with a monthly average of 162 swimmers. Both 
these enrolment numbers are slight down from the previous year. 

Samson Recreation Centre had a total of 8,222 people participate in centre run 
programs including netball, badminton and yoga. In addition, approximately 19 
regular community groups hire the recreation facility each month totalling 945 
sessions including some one-off casual bookings. Both these figures are slightly 
down due to COVID closure.

Samson also supports an in-kind hall space venue for a disability and inclusion 
program where there have been 291 participants throughout the year. In addition, 
tennis bookings were at 122 sessions for the year. 

There was one major injury/incident in 2019–20, resulting in a successful rescue 
which resulted in the rescue team later being recognised with a Bravery Award 
(see Highlights and Achievements—Awards). 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
20 LIVES 20 HOMES
The City has actively supported 20 Lives 20 Homes—Fremantle project during its 
development and through the provision of funding for the project’s independent 
evaluation—conducted by UWA’s Centre for Social Impact. The project commenced 
1 July 2019.

The principle of the project is to house individuals experiencing chronic 
homelessness with complex vulnerabilities and provide wrap-around tailored 
support, ensuring the individual has the skills and tools to maintain tenancy and 
exit out of homelessness. 

Through the program 21 people have been supported in total. All participants 
were previously sleeping rough in the Fremantle area. Time spent homeless 
for the participants was an average of 6.7 years, equivalent to 53,077 nights 
collectively sleeping rough. 

Of the 21 participants:
• 62% were men 
• 38% were women
• The median age was 47
• 74% were Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander

Samson Recreation Centre



37

2019–20
ANNUAL REPORTOUR SERVICES

COMMON GROUND
In December 2019, the State Government announced funding for the development 
of two Common Ground facilities. Common Ground is a key action in achieving the 
outcomes of the State Government’s strategy to ending chronic homelessness. 
Fremantle was shortlisted for further analysis as the potential second site for a 
Common Ground facility. 

To aid the evidence-led advocacy for increased appropriate housing and service 
provision the City participated in two local government coordinated rough sleeper 
counts- March and October. On both occasions 29 different individuals were identified 
to be sleeping rough in the Fremantle CBD. 

ARTS AND CULTURE
City of Fremantle recognises arts and culture as a key contributor to the liveability, 
identity and quality of life in our city. As such the City supports arts and culture via: 
Fremantle Arts Centre, a multi-genre facility open seven days a week; Moores Building 
of Contemporary Art, offering affordable gallery space for hire; an artist studio program; 
City produced festivals including Fremantle International Street Arts Festival, Heritage 
Festival, Hidden Treasures Winter Music Series, Fremantle Festival—10 Nights in Port; 
arts grants; and public art. 

FREMANTLE ARTS CENTRE
The Fremantle Arts Centre (FAC) presents a multi-art program, engaging everyone from 
babies to the very elderly, working with local, national and international artists. FAC 
is the living heart of the arts in Fremantle. Operating with a $1 million annual grant 
funding from the State Government and the City’s long-standing commitment, FAC 
continues to be the state benchmark for WA local government arts facilities. 

FAC closed to the public due to Government COVID-19 emergency measures Monday 
23 March and re-opened on Monday 15 June (12 weeks).

FAC continued to evolve its engagement with Aboriginal arts and culture across a mixed 
program. This year, with indigenous artists included in the exhibition Other Suns, the 
Perth Festival exhibition showcasing on two key WA Aboriginal artists in solo shows 
—Butcher Cherel Janangoo and John Prince Siddon, the whole Revealed program, 
the touring of In Cahoots, Deadly Funny, Wardarnji, Print Award and the growing 
number of Aboriginal stockists in the shop, FAC’s connection and capacity to engage 
with Aboriginal arts and community in general continues to strengthen and further 
enhancing FAC’s role as an important metropolitan site to support Aboriginal arts and 
culture. FAC’s program continues as a significant part of the City’s commitments under 
the new Reconciliation Action Plan.

Highlights
• FIRE AID | Two Fire Aid benefit concerts raised more than $650,000 for fire 

services, affected communities and wildlife protection following the devastating 
bushfires around Australia. The first Fire Aid concert was on 31 January featuring 
John Butler, The Waifs, San Cisco and Stella Donnelly. When the first show sold out 
in less than an hour a second show was added for 1 February, with Carla Geneve 
stepping in for Stella Donnelly.

• REVEALED | On entering lockdown, FAC performed a quick online pivot for 
Revealed resulting in $135,104 sales with the online catalogue achieving 12,522 
reads and 18,542 impressions with average read time of 7 mins 36 seconds, 
demonstrating solid engagement. 123 sales were made during lockdown by 
customers who accessed the digital catalogue.

Fremantle Arts Centre Revealed Exhibition

Fire Aid concert. Img cr. Jarrad Seng
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• ONLINE SHOP | Online shop launched during 
COVID-19 lockdown to enable income stream to WA 
artists and small business makers

• ARTIST FEES | FAC returns $1,342,313 back to 
artists through exhibition fees, sale of work and 
wages.

• IN CAHOOTS | Exhibition national tour commenced, 
with a show at the East Pilbara Cultural Centre, 
Newman. The tour In Cahoots has received an 
Australia Council: Visions Australia grant to tour 
Western Australia, Victoria, New South Wales and 
Queensland, 2019–22.

Exhibition program
All exhibitions are open to the public from 10am to 5pm, 
7 days a week during exhibition periods (listed below). 
Admission is free. All exhibitions are accompanied by 
extensive information panels and labels on the wall, and 
most by free floorsheets. A free, themed kids activity 
space runs alongside each exhibition period.

Between exhibition periods, a team of approx. 10 casual 
installers led by FAC exhibitions teams takes 4–10 
days to take down the outgoing and hang the incoming 
exhibitions. Most casual installers are local freelance 
artists whose practice is supported by their season FAC 
work. 

Sat 8 June–Sun 21 July 2019 
Pilot Painter | The first survey exhibition of paintings 
and works on paper by Capt. George A.D. Forsyth 
(1843–1894). An experienced seaman from humble 
beginnings, he served in Fremantle’s Water Police before 
being appointed Fremantle’s Port Pilot and the first Chief 
Harbour Master for WA. Forsyth was an amateur artist who 
maintained a pictorial record of his dangerous occupation 
as a pilot at Rottnest and Fremantle. Pilot Painter includes 
sketches, watercolours a recently discovered oil 1982 
painting of the Swan River estuary, from the City of 
Fremantle and public and private collections. Pilot Painter 
reflects on the importance of Fremantle Harbour to artists. 
Curated by André Lipscombe.

Safe Harbour | A selection of artworks and historical and 
contemporary photography from the City of Fremantle Art 
and Civic Collections, exploring Fremantle’s Harbour, a 
significant subject for many artists and photographers who 
have made Fremantle their home. Includes works which 
document and reflect Fremantle as working port, ancient 
river estuary and traditional land of the Whadjuk Nyoongar 
people. Artists include Kevin Ballantine, George Haynes, 
Marie Hobbs, Eveline Kotai, Theo Koning, Gina Moore, 
Laurel Nannup, Frank Norton, Trevor Richards, Edith 
Trethowan and Ken Wadrop. Curated by André Lipscombe. 

Dai-Rong Lee: Trace of Wreckage | Taiwanese Artist Dai-
Rong Lee is the tenth exchange artist to visit Fremantle 
for the Asialink residency exchange between FAC and the 
Taipei Artists Village. Working in ceramic sculpture, Dai-
Rong’s work is often self-consciously sensual and fleshy, 
focused on the human body as a hybrid form. Trace of 
Wreckage is a response to the aesthetic and cultural shift 
from Taipei to Fremantle and an investigation into local 
materials and techniques. 

James Angus: Papier Mache for Beginners | The first 
solo presentation of sculptures by James Angus in WA in 
over a decade. Angus’ sculptures are the result of several 
years of experimentation, focused exclusively on paper-
based media, the artist’s explicitly handmade response 
to both the influence of digital manufacturing and the 
tradition of monumental sculpture. Accompanied by a 
book published by Surf Street Press. James Angus was 
born in Perth in 1970 and has held twenty solo exhibitions 
at galleries in Australia, the United States and France. 
In 2006 his work was the subject of a major touring 
exhibition organised by the Museum of Contemporary 
Art Australia. He currently lives and works in Berkeley, 
California.

Trevor Richards: Ground Plane | Fremantle-based artist 
Trevor Richards was invited to create an interventional 
work in FAC’s Main Gallery. Richards’ studio practice 
includes hard-edge abstract paintings and three-
dimensional wall mounted works that explore bold colour, 
geometric shape and pattern. He draws on a wide range 
of historic and contemporary sources, including Islamic 
and mosaic tile patterning, architectural modelling and 
tessellations. He has adapted his studio practice into 
public and gallery spaces, incorporating floors, walls, 
windows and roads as surfaces on which to apply pattern 
and colour. (Work acquired by Janet Holmes a Court and 
now permanently installed in the mezzanine space at 
Holmes a Court Galley, North Perth. 

Sat 27 July–Sat 14 September 2019 

Stuart Elliott: Fremantle 1988 | Stuart Elliott’s Fremantle 
1988 is a ‘fakeological’ dig through two hundred years 
of recent Western Australian history, from the time of 
invasion to commemoration of the national bicentenary in 
1988. Exhibited at FAC for the first time, Elliott’s imposing 
and interactive cabinet of horrors is a multi-levelled 
painted assemblage, full of eccentric dramatisations and 
exotic reminisces that shed light upon a web of powerful 
local and national stories of conflict and survival. Overtly 
critical, poignant, nuanced and entertaining, Fremantle 
1988 is a significant early work by the senior WA figurative 
artist. It was recently donated to the City of Fremantle 
Art Collection by Spare Parts Puppet Theatre. Curated by 
André Lipscombe and Stuart Elliott. 
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Other Suns: Cult Sci-fi Cinema & Art | Featuring local, 
national and international artists who embrace the 
science fictional imagination, Other Suns focused on the 
less familiar underbellies of science fiction and engaged 
with the individual imagination as the key element in 
the science fiction vision. Artworks spanned installation, 
video, drawing, painting, print media and sculpture, and 
included several new commissions. Cross-promoted with 
the 2020 Revelation Perth International Film Festival and 
corresponding films were screened in the festival program. 
Curated by Erin Coates & Jack Sargeant. 

Fri 20 September–Sun 10 November 2019

2019 Fremantle Arts Centre Print Award | Now in its 
44th year, the Fremantle Arts Centre Print Award returns 
with a spectacular new showcase of prints and artist’s 
books from a selection of established, emerging and 
cross-disciplinary artists from across the country. In 
2019, Australia’s premier printmaking prize continues 
to present works which celebrate traditional printmaking 
alongside those which look towards the future of the 
medium. The Award was judged by Anne Ryan—Curator of 
Australian Prints and Drawings, Art Gallery of New South 
Wales, Sydney; Mark Stewart—Academic and Curator, 
Murdoch University Art Collection; Lee Kinsella—Special 
Projects Curator, Lawrence Wilson Art Gallery, University 
of Western Australia. Finalists: Lyn Ashby (VIC), Hayley 
Bahr (WA), Rebecca Beardmore (NSW). Lorena Blacklock 
(ACT). Matt Brown (WA). Peter Burgess (NSW), Karen 
Casey (VIC), Susanna Castleden (WA), Seong Cho (NSW), 
Antonietta Covino-Beehre (VIC), Carolyn Craig (NSW), 
Jo Darvall (WA), Raimond de Weerdt (NSW), Josephine 
Duffy (NSW), Mark Dustin (VIC), Marcia Espinosa (WA), 
Gina Fenton (NSW), Beth Ferialdi (WA), Eva Fernandez 
(WA), Angela Ferolla (WA), David Frazer (VIC), Rew Hanks 
(NSW), Garth Henderson (VIC), Deanna Hitti (VIC), Julie 
Mia Holmes (NSW), Clare Humphries (VIC), Alana Hunt 
(WA), Kyoko Imazu (VIC), Deborah Kelly (NSW), Nadia 
Kliendanze (NSW), Hiroshi Kobayashi (WA), Damon 
Kowarsky (VIC), Nigel Laxton (WA), Monika Lukowska 
(WA), Elisa Markes-Young (WA), Lucille Martin (WA), Judith 
Martinez (NSW), Matthew McAlpine (WA), Dan McCabe 
(WA), Sarah McConnell (VIC), AHC McDonald (WA), Clyde 
McGill (WA), Tim Meakins (WA), Eunice Napanangka Jack 
(NT), Evan Pank (NSW), Jaime Powell (VIC), Trevor Richards 
(WA), Brian Robinson (WA), Sarah Rodigari (NSW), Annika 
Romeyn (ACT), Rachel Salmon-Lomas (WA), Gary Shinfield 
(NSW), Alex Spremberg (WA), Anne Starling (NSW), Andrew 
Sunley Smith (WA), Donny Woolagoodja (WA) 

First Prize | $16,000 
Rew Hanks, Gone Fishing East of Faskrudfjordur, 2018, 
linocut, 70 × 200 cm  
Work acquired for the City of Fremantle Art Collection, 
WA’s largest municipal collection 

Second Prize | $6,000 
Eunice Napanangka Jack, Kuruyultu, 2019, ink on paper, 
50 × 100 cm. Printer: Basil Hall Editions 

And Repeat. | Melissa McGrath working intensively in 
the galleries, collaborating with a group of local print 
makers through a series of residencies. Together, 
they’ll produce a portfolio of printed works that unite 
their respective individual practices, placing them in 
conversation. And repeat. is part live performance, part 
immersive installation. Through participatory workshops, 
fine art printing, digital media and publication, audiences 
and artists alike will be asked to consider the labour-
intensiveness of printmaking processes and the role we 
each play in distributing printed material. Artists: Aisyah 
Aaqil Sumito, Rachel Salmon-Lomas, Nathan Beard, Eric 
C, Iain Dean 

Lending Library: City of Fremantle Library Turns 70 
| The City of Fremantle Library turns 70 in September. 
To mark this milestone FAC and City of Fremantle Civic 
Collection will partner with the Library and community 
artists to create a reading room of artist’s books made 
from discarded library stock. Earlier this year, FAC Learning 
ran a series of community workshops for both adults 
and kids led by FAC tutor Jenessa King to create the 
works showcased in Lending Library. Community artists 
include: Carolina Arathoon, Amanda Croussen, Audrey 
Fenwick, Honey Forbes, Jarrah Forbes, Agi Gedeon, 
Melissa Giannasi, Moira Hearne, Christine Hems, Ginette 
Hillman, Jenessa King, Hamish MacFarlane-Reid, Hannah 
McPierzie, Clare Martin, Veronika Mihalj, Ariane Nijssen, 
Eli Norman, Sue Rae, Clare Wohlnick, Elisabeth Wynne. 
The Fremantle Free Lending Library opened in 1949, the 
first of its kind in WA. 

Harry Hummerston: Screenprints | This exhibition 
presents a survey of the screenprints by senior 
Fremantle artist Harry Hummerston. The selection of 
33 prints showcases the breadth and sophistication of 
Hummerston’s practice and the versatility, diversity and 
graphic power of the screenprint technique. Hummerston 
was a leading exponent and teacher of screenprint in WA 
for 25 years, is a regular exhibitor at FAC and has been a 
finalist in the Fremantle Arts Centre Print Award. He has 
exhibited extensively nationally and is represented in all 
major state and national collections. This survey exhibition 
is made possible by the artist’s generous donation of his 
catalogue raisonné of screenprints to the City of Fremantle 
Art Collection in 2018. Curated by Andre Lipscombe. 

Fri 1 November–Sun 24 November 2019 

Sam Bloor: The Billboard Project | Local Perth artist Sam 
Bloor invites you to step inside Fremantle’s galleries and 
museums with his playful and ambiguous words in The 
Billboard Project. This series of large scale, hand-painted 
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signs will be on display outside several cultural institutions 
throughout Fremantle, including FAC, for the duration of 
the UNDERCURRENT 19 Fremantle Biennale. 

Western Current | Western Current presents a backdrop 
to our unique Western Australian experience living on the 
edge of the Indian Ocean. The paintings in the exhibition 
present a coastal gothic narrative, depicting storylines 
which emphasise a sense of isolation and foreboding. 
Mere glimpses of the sea and sky in some works are 
enough to convey an uneasy sense of distance between 
us and the rest of the world. The outlook here differs 
from other more well know ‘west coasts’ that have 
become embedded clichés in pop culture—Ibiza, Malibu, 
Acapulco—all iconic states of bliss promoting hedonism, 
youth and luxurious retreat. Alternatively, Western Current 
focuses on several artists’ responses to an undercurrent 
and history we compensate for in WA. Artists: Robert 
Cleworth, Di Cubitt, Michael Doherty, Ben Joel, Moira de la 
Hunty, Gina Moore, Wade Taylor, Paul Uhlmann. Curated by 
Ron Nyizstor. Western Current is part of UNDERCURRENT 
19 Fremantle Biennale. The Biennale presents the best in 
site-responsive art. 

Sat 16 November 2019–Mon 27 January 2020

Shaun Tan: Tales from the Inner City—The Original 
Paintings | The incredibly successful Shaun Tan: 
Suburban Odyssey exhibition was enjoyed by thousands 
at FAC in 2012. Now Shaun Tan returns with the original 
paintings, sculptures, studies and sketches from his 
most recent book, Tales from the Inner City. The book 
tells a story about the relationships between humans 
and animals, a heartfelt and empathetic gaze into a 
world where natural and urban environments merge in a 
transient, post-industrial world. Enjoy an up-close, intimate 
look at the texture and atmosphere of the large paintings 
Tan has created to illustrate this book. Exquisitely 
rendered, they initiate a floating sensation of an ethereal 
other world—perhaps one that we have lost, or one that 
offers another possibility of co-existence. “I’ve often felt 
that many material and spiritual problems suffered by 
myself and others may have something to do with distance 
from nature in a post-colonial and post-industrial world, 
especially within urban centres. Thinking about other 
animals is a useful way of appreciating this, stepping 
back from a rather narrow anthropocentric mindset, 
trapped as it is in contemporary human concerns and self-
obsession.”–Shaun Tan 
Preppers | Around the world thousands of people are 
steadfastly preparing for the end of civilisation as we 
know it. Doomsday preppers, as they’re known, are a 
manifestation of widespread cultural anxieties which 
permeate modern society. Today catastrophe looms on 
many fronts—we see environmental collapse, disruptive 
technologies, rising political nativism and global financial 
uncertainty. While established political systems fail to 

address these challenges, preppers are hard at work 
preparing for the worst. They hoard food and weapons, 
develop extreme survival skills, and practise violent 
tactical responses to attack and threat. Preppers 
examines this global subculture and its distinct aesthetics, 
jargon and apocalyptic fantasies. The exhibition features 
sculpture, installation, video and hanging works by five 
artists mutually fascinated by the prepper lifestyle: Tiyan 
Baker (NSW), Guy Louden (WA/NSW), Loren Kronemyer 
(USA/TAS), Dan McCabe (WA) and Thomas Yeomans 
(UK). The exhibition is the fourth and ultimate instalment 
of the Preppers project, which has been exhibited in 
different variations in Sydney, Melbourne and Perth since 
2017. On Saturday 18 November, a panel of artists, local 
political activists, preppers, sustainability experts and 
first nation perspectives discussed alternative strategies 
and collective opportunities that have arisen as a result 
of the Preppers movement. Facilitated by Erin Coates, 
FAC Special Projects Curator, the speakers included 
Shani Graham from Ecoburbia, artist Loren Kronemyer, 
writer and researcher Cassie Lynch and the Extinction 
Rebellion‘s Jesse Noakes. 

Thurs 6 February–Sun 22 March 2020 

Janangoo | Butcher Cherel Janangoo was a key elder 
of the Gooniyandi language group in the Kimberley and 
was instrumental in the retention of men’s law ceremony 
at Muludja Community. Janangoo features a selection 
of Butcher’s paintings from the early 2000s, which he 
made to preserve and transmit this significant body of 
cultural knowledge to the younger generation. These 
works have never been shown outside of Fitzroy Crossing. 
The exhibition provides glimpses into Butcher Janangoo’s 
cultural and physical environment. 

John Prince Siddon: All Mixed Up | A major solo 
exhibition featuring newly commissioned paintings, 
sculpture and installation from John Prince Siddon. A 
Walmajarri man based in Fitzroy Crossing in the West 
Kimberley, Prince spent his early years working on cattle 
stations until losing a leg in a riding accident. His art 
combines diverse influences drawn from television, the 
traditional Kimberley craft of boab nut carving, desert 
iconography and the epic characters of the Narrangkarni 
(Dreamtime). Curated by Emilia Galatis and presented 
in association with Perth Festival in collaboration with 
Mangkaja Arts. 

Bricolage | Art meets science in an ambitious new 
installation from WA’s Nathan Thompson, Guy Ben-Ary and 
Sebastian Diecke that brings microscopic ‘biobots’ to life 
inside a custom-built incubator. From blood, silk and heart 
muscle the artists bio-engineer individual cellular units, 
which self-assemble into living, kinetic sculptural forms 
large enough to see with the naked eye. Accompanied 
by a visual text by acclaimed WA writer Josephine Wilson 
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exploring the concept of ‘bricolage’ and the relationship 
between art and science. Read Josephine Wilson’s text 
response. Presented in association with Perth Festival and 
SymbioticA. 

Mon 15 June–Sun 26 July 2020 

Tim Leura Tjapaltjarri in WA: Hunter Dreaming | Two 
major paintings by Tim Leura Tjapaltjarri (1929–84), a 
significant Papunya Tula Anmatyer painter, are reunited 
for the first time in Hunter Dreaming. Both of these 
important uniquely WA works were produced during a 
visit to Perth in 1978–79, when Tim Leura was a guest of 
Nyoongar elder Ken Colbung (1931–2010). The men, both 
strong culture warriors for their communities, developed 
a firm friendship. A decade after Tim Leura’s visit, Ken 
generously donated the paintings to the City of Fremantle 
and City of Wanneroo in an act of reconciliation at the time 
of the Bicentenary in 1988. This is the first time they will 
be exhibited side by side. Hunter Dreaming also includes 
paintings on loan from the City of Joondalup and Janet 
Holmes à Court Collection. Curated by Andre Lipscombe

REVEALED: NEW AND EMERGING WA  
ABORIGINAL ARTISTS 
Two weeks prior to Revealed 2020 (1–6 April), FAC was 
required to cancel the two-day Program of Professional 
Development, the two-day Art Market, Arts Worker 
Professional Development Program, Exhibition opening 
and the additional public program. The Revealed 
Exhibition was still installed, documented and then an 
extensive online catalogue was produced. Following a 
short and intensive marketing campaign, re-directing all 
focus to online platforms, the exhibition launched online 
on April 22, with artworks for sale via the website. 

The catalogue received 12,522 reads, and 18,542 
impressions (every view, as opposed to reads which is 
actual engaged views). 

The exhibition in the galleries opened to the public with a 
COVID plan in place on Monday 15 June and ran until July 
26. The exhibition sold artworks to a total of $135,104, 
with FAC foregoing the normal 20% commissions and 
100% of the sales going to the artists and Aboriginal art 
centres. Of 160 artwork sales, 123 sales were made 
during lockdown by customers who accessed the digital 
catalogue on the FAC website. 

As with previous years, FAC appointed a Revealed Advisory 
Group to provide informed Aboriginal sector advice in 
developing the program. The 2020 RAG comprised: 

• Chad Creighton—CEO, AACHWA 
• Glenn Iseger-Pilkington—Independent Consultant  

and Curator 
• Esther (Kickett) McDowell—Independent Artist  

and Facilitator 

Additional Support 
In the months during shut down and with input from the 
RAG and DLGSC, FAC initiated a three-tiered program of 
support to WA Aboriginal art centres, redirecting left-over 
Revealed 2020 funds into: 
• remote follow-up artist workshops led by experienced 

WA artists 
• marketing training with a focus on web shop 

development and social media 
• professional mentoring for curators and arts centre 

workers 
• upgrades to selected art centre websites to support 

online sales and engagement 

Allocation to WA Aboriginal Art Centres was via an EOI 
process and external selection panel. The activities are 
being rolled out through 2020 and the first half of  
2021, with a total of $150,000 to be spent on the 
supported activities. 

TOURING EXHIBITIONS 

Inbound 
Nil 

Outbound 
In Cahoots: artists collaboration across Country–at 
Martumili Artist Shire of East Pilbara Cultural Centre, 
Newman 

This was the first venue in the tour and ran from Sat 5 
Oct—Thu 21 Nov. Touring to this remote venue allowed 
Martu artists and their families to attend, as well as the 
Newman community opening was attended by Shire of 
Pilbara Council staff, FAC staff as well as participating 
artists from Sydney and Perth. 

In Cahoots presented was developed by FAC in partnership 
with six Aboriginal Art Centres: 

• Baluk Arts (Mornington Peninsula, Vic) 
• Buku-Larranggay Mulka Art Centre (Arnhem Land, NT)
• Mangkaja Arts Fitzroy Crossing, (the Kimberley, WA)
• Martumili Artists (Newman, WA) 
• Papulankutja Artists (Central Desert, WA) 
• Warakurna Artists, (Central Desert, WA) 

In Cahoots: celebrates the unique and energised artistic 
work that emerges when artists collaborate across 
cultures. The exhibition is the result of six residencies with 
remote and regional Aboriginal Arts Centres, undertaken 
by independent Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal artists from 
across Australia. Four venues remain on the tour, delayed 
by COVID and now set to continue again from July 2021. 
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ARTISTS IN RESIDENCE PROGRAM
The 11 FAC and two Moores Building studios facilitated 53 
individual artists in residence across 2019–20, ranging 
from emerging local artists to established Internationally 
recognised artists. Exchanges, collaborations and 
collectives also contributed to the greater number of 
artists present throughout the year, fostering connections 
with other arts practitioners and organisations and 
encouraging AIRs to connect with each other through 
informal meetings coordinated by FAC.

The program maintained its reputation as a space 
that allows artists the opportunity to expand ideas and 
processes without the pressure of immediate outcomes 
usually associated with institutional residencies. The 
active studio culture supports a diverse range of creative 
endeavour, and the core idea of studio-based research 
continues to encourage and enable the gaining of new 
knowledge and experience through experimentation and 
risk taking. These experiences have also served as a 
means to further progress functional aspects of artistic 
practice such as exhibitions, other residency opportunities 
and creative/curatorial activities through AIR FAC networks 
and resources and have provided evidential support in 
the pursuit of external funding such as grants focused on 
research and development and marketing.

Artists and curators whose projects have originated 
on the AIR program continue to make significant 
contributions to the West Australian cultural landscape. 
In 2019–20 several AIRs have continued work post-
residency with other arts organisations and learning and 
research institutions such as the Collective, Symbiotica, 
Curtin University, and UWA whilst continuing working 
relationships developed during their residencies through 
the engagement local independent historians, writers, 
researchers and curators. This remains an important 
function of the program that contributes to long-term 
sustainability of individual and collective artistic practice 
and nurtures connectivity to the national and international 
artistic community. 

MUSIC PROGRAM
Despite the significant impact of COVID-19 on the final 
quarter of our program, FAC presented a varied and 
very-well attended music program in 2019–20. The year 
featured a mix of in-house programmed concerts, co-
productions with other institutions and ‘for hire’ shows by 
outside promoters. 

Parallel Resonance: Pinata Percussion and UWA 
Guitar Studio 
PParallel Resonance is FAC’s ongoing collaboration 
Piñata Percussion, the UWA Conservatory of Music’s 
virtuosic ensemble of percussion students, led by award-
winning musician Dr Louise Devenish. This year, Parallel 

Resonance also incorporated a performance of new work 
by The UWA Guitar Studio, directed by American artist 
Dr Jonathan Fitzgerald. Due to poor weather, this year’s 
Parallel Resonance show was performed in the Fremantle 
Town Hall to a crowd of 115. The show was very well 
received, with the Town Hall adding some extra drama, 
gravitas and resonance, to the show. 

Spacey Jane 
Over the course of their short career, Fremantle indie rock 
band Spacey Jane have played both our Sunday Music 
program and promoted a single a launch in our Inner 
Courtyard. It was therefore particularly gratifying to see 
them ‘graduate’ to playing a sold-out 850 capacity show 
in our Front Garden to launch their new single EVER. 
FAC continues to help such acts develop an audience 
through our Sunday Music program and the popularity and 
marketing-engagement we can offer through our Inner 
Courtyard and Front Garden venues. 

Darren Hanlon 
Queensland troubadour Darren Hanlon is an icon 
of Australia’s independent music scene. Fiercely 
independent and famous for his DIY approach to touring 
the globe and connecting with audiences, FAC reached-
out to Darren to see if he’d like to play one of his annual 
Christmas shows in our Inner Courtyard. The collaboration 
was a perfect fit, with 238 people enjoying a night of 
intimate story and song in the Inner Courtyard. 

Great Gable 
Fremantle act Great Gable played a particularly well-
attended Sunday Music show at FAC in February 2019. 
Noting a strong all-ages contingent in the audience, in 
November 2019 they returned for an All Ages launch of 
their single Cool Mind Blue. The show was well attended 
by 208 people. 

New Year’s Day Concert 
FAC again hosted a relaxed, daytime New Year’s Day 
concert in our Front Garden presented by WA promoters 
Supersonic Events. This year’s artists were Sunshine 
Brothers, Old Blood, Odette Mercy & Her Soul Atomics and 
Adrian Dzvuke. Attendance was 565.

Sunday Music
Sunday Music, FAC’s long-running, free summer 
Sunday afternoon music program presents high quality 
performances across many genres. FAC presented 25 
free concerts attended by 23,784 people in total, at an 
average of 1081 people per show. 

Of note this year was a concert by South Sudanese artist 
Gordon Koang, co-presented by Perth Festival. This show 
achieved a huge crowd of 2170 people with a strong 
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contingent of the WA South Sudanese community in 
attendance. Another key community-building Sunday 
Music this year was a performance by the Starlight 
Hotel Choir. This group of disadvantaged and homeless 
musicians performed on a double bill with local indie 
pop band Salary, with the gig giving choir organisers St. 
Patrick's Community Support Centre an opportunity to 
fundraise at the event. 

Sunday Music presented a total of 30 acts/bands, 
engaging a total of 191 musicians. The Fremantle 
Community Bank Branch of Bendigo Bank continued as 
major sponsor for the 11th year.

South Lawn Concerts 
Prior to a number of concert cancellations and 
reschedules caused by COVID-19, FAC was able to present 
six successful South Lawn concerts in the 2019–20 
season with a total attendance of 17,326. These 
included a sold-out show by NSW roots troubadour Ziggy 
Alberts and two concerts by former Oasis frontman Liam 
Gallagher. By far the most significant of this year’s South 
Lawn shows were two sold out Fire Aid fundraisers which 
involved local promoter Phil Stevens partnering with FAC 
to raise more than $650,000 for bushfire relief. These 
concerts featured Stella Donnelly, The Waifs, San Cisco, 
Carla Geneve and John Butler.

COMEDY 

Deadly Funny, WA Heat–Melbourne Comedy Festival 
Melbourne Comedy Festival’s Deadly Funny program 
unearths and encourages new Indigenous comedic talent 
through regional and state heats and workshops, with 
each winner going on to perform at the national final at 
MCF. This was the fourth staging of Deadly Funny at FAC 
and thanks to a sold-out 500 ticket sales, the first to be 
held in the Front Garden. We are particularly pleased with 
the continued growth and community engagement in 
Deadly Funny—this year sales grew by 300. 

Contestants were again engaged and mentored by local 
performers Karla Hart and Noel Nannup. This year there 
were eight contestants, with Fabian Woods winning the 
local heat. MC and leading Indigenous comedian Kevin 
Kropinyeri led the show and performed.

Barefaced Stories 
Barefaced Stories is a live storytelling show where 
comedians, actors, musicians and everyday members of 
the public tell captivating stories live on stage. FAC hosted 
Barefaced Stories’ special Christmas Edition of the show 
which had a musical theme. Local musicians Lucy Peach 
and Odette Mercy took part in the event which featured 
stories from Alex & Rob (Hope. It’s a Trap Podcast), Andrew 
McDonald (artist, comedian and cultural critic), Michael 
De Grussa (Kill Devil Hills, Eskimo Joe) and Jamie Mykaela 

(comedy/cabaret artist). The show was attended by 246 
people in the Inner Courtyard.

SPECIAL EVENTS

Wardarnji Festival 
Wardarnji is an annual event celebrating traditional 
and contemporary Nyoongar dance presented on FAC’s 
South Lawn. Led by artistic director Karla Hart, this year’s 
Wardarnji attracted 3,200 people. A popular addition 
to this year’s Wardarnji was ‘The Wargyl Project’ which 
saw local artist Rachael Riggs collaborate with illustrator 
Seantelle Walsh and local community members on a 
huge Wargyl puppet. This puppet was used as part of a 
performance during Wardarnji. 

Wardarnji continues to evolve as a key event for Nyoongar 
dance groups to aspire to perform at and an important 
sharing of culture to a wider audience. It also continues to 
be very successful in drawing both Aboriginal and non-
Aboriginal audience members in a celebration of  
Nyoongar culture.

Every Day Super Hero 
WA Artists Alex Desebrock and Tanya Lee have developed 
a well-deserved national reputation for creating 
engaging, experiential artworks which appeal to both 
adults and children. From Jan 21–Feb 1, FAC hosted 20 
performances of their participatory art project Every Day 
Super Hero. EDSH saw a group of children transform 
adults into superheroes of their own making. A mixture of 
craft, theatre and installation art, EDSH was a perfect fit 
for FAC and attracted 181 audience members across a 
two-week season of intimate shows. 

Booktoberfest 
As part of City of Fremantle, FAC continues to host ad-hoc 
events with relevant community organisations. In 2019, 
FAC hosted Booktoberfest a collaboration with Fremantle 
Press which saw live readings of new books by WA authors 
including Holden Sheppard, David Whish-Wilson, Megan 
Anderson and Helen Milroy. This night-time event also 
involved book signings and sales from a wide range of WA 
authors. 

Other 
FAC continues to provide meeting and book launch 
space for local writers group OOTA (Out of the Asylum). 
In addition, FAC continued its ad hoc partnerships with 
other divisions of City of Fremantle with direct community 
engagement such as Youth Services, Indigenous 
Development, the Library and The Meeting Place. These 
initiatives include the Memory Café, a social event aimed 
at members of the community suffering dementia and 
their carers.
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THE LEARNING PROGRAM
The Learning Program offers a diverse range of adult, 
teen and kids courses, in both visual and performing arts, 
taught by skilled educators who are also practicing artists. 

Our students are from a varied demographic, attracting 
young professionals, university students, full-time workers, 
seniors, school educators and artists. Most courses are 
designed for beginners; however, the program offers 
several courses for intermediate and advanced students. 
Courses are offered for adults during school term time on 
weekdays, weekends and evening courses. Kids’ classes 
are run four times a year throughout the school holidays, 
for ages 5-17 years. 

Key developments 
Continuing Increase in Online Enrolments—Following on 
from the implementation of our new website in December 
2016, online enrolments continued to grow and now sit at 
approximately 88% of all enrolments, decreasing bookings 
made at reception in person or via phone. 

Kids Programming Increase in Enrolments—we have seen 
an upturn in kids enrolments in 2019–20, for Term 3 
2019 up 17%, Term 4 2019 up 34% and Term 1 2020 up 
29% from the previous year’s enrolments. 

Artist in Residency Artists—Ceramics artists using the AIR 
studio within the Learning Ceramics Studio continue to 
have engagement with students on a regular basis. 

Tailored Workshops for Organisations, Schools and Private 
Groups—FAC continues to be approached by corporate 
organisations and private groups to design and deliver 
workshops outside of our normal program, as well as 
several schools from both Perth metro area and regional 
(e.g. Great Southern Grammar, Hedland Senior High 
School) also come to FAC for tailored workshop programs. 
This ad hoc program is also an additional revenue stream 
for the program. 

Total enrolments 3,757* 

*Term 2 2020 was cancelled due to COVID-19 closure.

SHOP: FOUND AT FREMANTLE ARTS CENTRE
FAC’s shop, FOUND, and newly launched FOUND Online, 
continue to play a very important role in showcasing and 
supporting more than 150 local artisans, artists and 
makers, as well as generating visitation to FAC. 
With the relationships evolving through the annual 
Revealed event the shop continues to expand its stock of 
Aboriginal items from Aboriginal art centres including:
• Tjanpi Desert Weavers—sculptures and baskets 
• Buku Arts—prints, jewellery, bark paintings 

• Anindilyakwa Arts—scarves 
• Spinifex Hill—cards 

The relationship with Fremantle Press remains strong, and 
books in general continue as an important part of  
the business. 

CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
FAC’s annual Christmas makers market Bazaar was again 
held on the first weekend in December 2019, with the 
event attracting 9787 people across Friday December 6, 
Saturday December 7 and Sunday December 8. $316,000 
was spent across the event on a wide range of locally 
designed arts and craft. 46 WA artisan/maker-designers 
were represented at Bazaar 2019. 

MOORES BUILDING CONTEMPORARY  
ART GALLERY
The Fremantle Arts Centre Director manages the Moores 
Building of Contemporary Art (The Moores). Per annum 
the Moores has approximately 35,000 visitations, exhibits 
about 300 artists and holds approx. 22–25 exhibitions. 
Art sales are handled by the hirer and equate to approx. 
$160,000–$200,000. City of Fremantle does not take a 
commission.

FESTIVALS
The City of Fremantle presents four major festivals each 
year. CoF produces Festivals to ensure Fremantle is 
recognised for its festivals and street life, in recognition 
of the social, cultural and economic value this brings to 
Fremantle. 

The festivals are programmed working with artists, cultural 
leaders, community presenters, local businesses and 
organisations. Engagement is enabled across live events, 
multi arts platforms, environmental immersions and site-
specific encounters. The festival programs are designed 
to encourage discovery and celebration. The program 
is informed by a sense of place and the undeniable 
uniqueness of this port city.

COVID-19 has stood out in 2020 and the disruption it 
has caused to the world and its people. The arts and 
cultural industries have experienced and will continue to 
experience huge disruption from the impacts of COVID-19. 
The City as does the wider industry recognises creative 
activity as crucial to the recovery of industry and social 
fabric of Fremantle.

In 2020 the City had to cancel two of its major festivals 
and hence caused a reflection on how lucky the City was 
to deliver such as an amazing Fremantle Festival: 10 
Nights in Port and Hidden Treasures event in July 2019.
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FREMANTLE FESTIVAL:  
10 NIGHTS IN PORT
Fremantle Festival, the longest running community festival 
in Australia, was reincarnated in 2019 as 10 Nights in 
Port for an incredible first-ever winter program. Fremantle 
Festival: 10 Nights in Port was a time to celebrate the 
undeniably special character of Fremantle and the 
creative community whose music, performances and 
artworks bring people together. It was a 10 day multi-
genre arts festival taking place in the middle of winter. 
Community involvement was a major focus for the 10 
Nights in Port program and the fantastic line-up of events 
were especially curated to celebrate Fremantle people and 
make the most of Fremantle’s rich legacy. 

Fremantle Festival: 10 Nights in Port winter model 
provided a cultural counter-point to the greater Perth 
metropolitans busy summer festival season, it generated 
economic development in the quieter winter months, 
created a buzz on the streets and built on the success of 
the City’s winter music series Hidden Treasures. 

Over 11000 people braved the winter months and enjoyed 
a diverse program of events with Fremantle stories and 
artists at its core. Over 82 events took place across 25 
venues, 340 artists participated in the program and over 
540 community members contributed or participated. 
There was diversity throughout the program in terms of 
artists and audience. The program was interspersed with 
some established interstate and international artists, but 
the heart of the program was site-specific, responding 
to Fremantle’s identity and provided an opportunity for 
community participation. 

The festival was ambitious, and its external partnerships 
were critical to its success. In 2019 the City partnered 
with external community groups, businesses and artists to 
be able to successfully deliver the Festival. These include 
Hilton Harvest Community Garden, Stackwood, PS Art 
Space, Navy Club, The Buffalo Club, St John’s Church, The 
National Hotel, White Gum Valley Community Orchard, WA 
Maritime Museum, Freo.Social, and Fremantle College. 

The festival had a high social and cultural impact for 
the Fremantle community, artists and residents in 
celebrating Fremantle culture and creating new works, 
the demographic ranged from 0 to 100. Economically it 
impacted positively with measured increases in visitation, 
employment opportunities, income and profile. The festival 
increased employment opportunities in the creative 
industries and for local businesses. It contributed to 
creating a lasting profile for organisations and Fremantle 
beyond the festival period. The media coverage over 
the festival achieved 125 pieces both in print, online, 
television and radio with a total potential reach of  
67.35 million.

Over 10 days, the City of Fremantle embraced winter 
with a celebration of the Port City’s wonders and local 
community traditions. Fremantle Festival broadens and 
deepens Fremantle’s reputation as a creative city and 
adds appeal as a tourist destination.

HIDDEN TREASURES– 
AS PART OF FREMANTLE FESTIVAL: 
10NIGHTS IN PORT
Hidden Treasures, the winter music series in Fremantle’s 
historic West End adapted its delivery in 2019 to join 
forces with the Fremantle Festival: 10Nights in Port. The 
program attracted its loyal following during select dates in 
the Fremantle Festival program. Hidden Treasures 2019 
featured over 250 artists across 5 venues, the new format 
delivery impacted crowds slightly, over 2000 people, but 
retained high quality delivery and diverse performances.

The festival is a career springboard for many Fremantle 
musicians. It is well loved and provides a chance to 
celebrate the talent of this port city. It was successfully 
featured in all media coverage achieved for the Fremantle 
Festival.

FREMANTLE INTERNATIONAL STREET 
ARTS FESTIVAL—CANCELLED
The Fremantle International Street Arts Festival (FISAF) 
which attracts crowds of 100,000 people across the 
Easter weekend, had to be cancelled in 2020 due to the 
declared State of Emergency in WA.

The event was fully programmed and consisted of 13 
international acts and over 11 Australian acts. The event 
thrives on positive relationships with the local businesses 
and Fremantle organisations. In 2020 the festival had 
established over 19 organisational partnerships.

An online strategy was delivered over the four days of the 
festival—a mix of highlights and memories to celebrate the 
festival.

HERITAGE FESTIVAL—CANCELLED
A successful collaboration with the Australian Heritage 
Festival was planned for 2020 with over 35 events being 
proposed to be hosted in Fremantle. A diverse program 
of events from walking tours to cultural exchanges were 
to be delivered with a large volume of free events and 
select performances. The festival had solidified 9 strong 
partnerships with organisations, community, businesses 
and artists to deliver the 2020 program.
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ARTS GRANTS
The City offers two rounds of arts grant funding per annum 
with a total of $50,000 awarded to independent artists, 
artist collectives plus arts workers and organisations. 
The arts grants help develop and strengthen Fremantle’s 
unique and vibrant arts and cultural sector, activate place 
and engage people through the creation and delivery of 
original and quality arts and cultural experiences; and 
support artists, arts workers and organisations to extend 
artistic practice, build capacity and grow profile.

The March 2020 round was cancelled due to the financial 
impact of COVID-19. The September 2019 arts grant 
round recipients are summarised below. 

ARTS GRANT RECIPIENTS FOR  
2019–20 FINANCIAL YEAR:
Pippa Hurst, Design_Freo 
An expanding community of talented and award-winning 
designers call Freo home. Design_Freo is an organisation 
and online platform that celebrates and shares great 
design and launches in 2020 with the inaugural Freo 
Design Week. 

Sustainable Housing for Artists and Creatives 
(SHAC), SHAC Incubate
The development and delivery of SHAC Incubate, a 
mentorship program that pairs experienced practitioners 
with emerging artists to challenge, extend and collaborate 
across art forms. The program will culminate with public 
performances, workshops and an exhibition at SHAC. 

SHAC artists responded to COVID-19 conditions, utilising 
digital technology including social media to deliver 
proposed project outcomes and share these with the 
audience. 

The Water Colour Society of WA Inc., The 
International Watercolour Exhibition Fremantle 
A meeting of local, national and overseas watercolour 
societies and artists in Fremantle, plus showcase for 
the diversity and versatility of the medium. This four-
week exhibition in the Moore Building will additionally 
encompass a plein air watercolour competition, 
demonstrations and workshops delivered by held by world-
renowned watercolourists Joseph Zbukvic, Amit Kapoor 
and Herman Pekel.Teh 

This event was sadly cancelled due to COVID-19 
restrictions. The grant was utilised to cover costs already 
incurred and additionally channelled into the Society’s 
annual exhibition.

Mitch Harvey, Lies Within 
A new contemporary dance work exploring femininity and 
masculinity. Choreographer Mitch Harvey, musician Kieran 
O’Regan and Sydney based dancers Zachary Lopez and 
Tiana Lung will bring this art form to a broad audience in 
the Fremantle International Street Arts Festival (FISAF).

This project has been placed on hold due to the 
cancellation of FISAF 2020.

Kelsey Ashe Giambazi, Pearls and Blackbirds
A film exploring the history of WA’s pearling industry; the 
lives and stories of female Aboriginal divers and Japanese 
migrants that traversed Fremantle and Northern WA ports 
in the late 1880s. The work will be projected onto the sails 
of the Pearl Lugger boat ‘Rose F’ in Fremantle’s Fishing 
Boat Harbour in a free, public event accompanied by 
dance, music and a Japanese tea ceremony. 

Studio arts program
In addition to Fremantle Arts Centre’s AIR program, the 
City provides studio space at the Bather’s Beach Arts 
Precinct and the Moores Building of Contemporary Art. 
The City of Fremantle’s studio program supports artists 
to develop their professional art practice by providing low-
cost studio spaces. In 2019–20 13 artists were tenants in 
the City’s studio program. 

EVENTS
One Day in Fremantle continued to be a moving and 
memorable event providing an opportunity for the 
community to come together and celebrate a day of 
diversity and promote the cause of reconciliation.

The One Day celebration, on 25 January, began with a 
smoking ceremony at Bathers Beach and also featured 
a host of Aboriginal workshops and activities at Kidogo 
Arthouse.

This was the fourth One Day event and again delivered a 
celebration of Australia’s diversity. 

The City welcomed 234 residents at citizenship 
ceremonies held throughout the year with nationalities 
from 32 countries.

In addition to delivering a suite of annual events the City’s 
events management team worked with a host of private 
and community event organisers to deliver a variety of 
stand-alone events across the city. 

FREMANTLE VISITOR CENTRE
The Fremantle Visitor Centre went through a refurbishment 
to double the size of the visitor centre creating a more 
inviting relaxing lounge area where visitors can sit and stay 
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longer and take advantage of the free WiFi to browse and 
book online as they contemplate all of the amazing things 
to see and do in Fremantle. 

Visitor numbers from July 2019–30 June 2020 were 
58,411. Visitor numbers were really high with a record 
high 11,116 visitors in the month of January alone. The 
COVID-19 pandemic saw the closure of the Fremantle 
Visitor Centre from 23 March–15 June 2020.

Month Year No. of visitors
July 2019 4780
Aug 2019 4277
Sept 2019 5736
Oct 2019 7233
Nov 2019 7324
Dec 2019 6170
Jan 2020 11116
Feb 2020 7163
Mar 2020 4290

Cruise ships
The Fremantle Visitor Centre serviced 18 cruise ship 
arrivals in Fremantle. We offered 21 shuttle buses and 
transferred approx. 7,000 passengers from the Fremantle 
Passenger Terminal to Kings Square in Fremantle.

In February and March 2020 (1 Feb–15 March) during the 
peak of the cruise ship season, the Visitor Centre team 
and Fremantle Ambassadors serviced 11 cruise ships at 
the Fremantle Passenger Terminal and Fremantle Visitor 
Centre. 

Familiarisation tours were reintroduced for staff 
and volunteer. Famils increase our knowledge and 
understanding of local tours and attractions and assist us 
in promoting and referring Fremantle visitors. Our primary 
focus is to provide an outstanding visitor experience.

LIFELONG LEARNING AND 
FREMANTLE LIBRARY
The onset of COVID-19 and the temporary closure of the 
Fremantle Library, Toy Library and The Meeting Place, 
challenged the library to find new ways of delivering 
services to customers. The result was the creation of 
an extended home delivery service, which saw library 
staff delivering both books and a sense of connection to 
residents across the Fremantle and East Fremantle Local 
Government Authorities. The library also found ways to 
connect and inform people virtually with an increased 
uptake of electronic resources (e-books and magazines) 
as well as young people increasingly connecting online 
through the City’s Library Craft program. 

The Library had a total of 108,543 visitors over the past 
year, with 32,844 memberships. As shown in the snapshot 
below, library service measures are generally lower than 
the previous years due to both the COVID-19 shutdown 
and the temporary location. 

Library staff made 283 deliveries to 247 community 
members with 20 percent of deliveries made to East 
Fremantle residents. In total 1,506 items were delivered 
over the course of two months. All e-resources showed 
an increase in usage during the closure of the library 
due to COVID-19. Digital magazines showed a spike in 
usage of 235% during the pandemic. This was likely due 
to the vendor increasing accessible content by 1,000 
percent. Other vendors also supported public libraries to 
promote use of e-resources, with Ancestry providing free 
home access during April and May 2020. Overall, loans of 
e-resources comprised 34% of all library loans during the 
2019–20 financial year. 

In November 2019, the library participated in the City’s 
‘Voice of the Customer’ customer satisfaction survey. 
Results reflected improvements in both areas from the 
previous ‘Voice of the Customer’ survey conducted in 
March 2019. Satisfaction with library services increased 
from 85% to 90%, and satisfaction with facilities increased 
from 64% to 86%.

In lieu of being able to offer face-to-face programs, the 
Fremantle Library started a private Minecraft server for 
children aged seven to seventeen, called ‘LibraryCraft’. 
The game of Minecraft is the world’s most popular online 
game which enables players to explore virtual worlds, 
mine for materials to build with, compete and collaborate 
in competitions, and connect with other players. A 
survey of parents of players in May 2020, indicated that 
LibraryCraft was an asset during lockdown and was 
essential in mitigating the isolation of some of our younger 
community members. The lockdown also inspired many 
other Local Government Authorities to become partners 
with the City of Fremantle in the LibraryCraft project. There 
are thirty-two Local Government authorities whom have 
invested in and promoted LibraryCraft, creating a virtual 
community for young people that is safe, moderated and 
programmed with fun and educational challenges. 

In February 2020, City staff met with the Chief Executive 
Officer of St Patrick’s Community Support Centre to 
discuss a collaboration around addressing people whom 
may be newly homeless and/or struggling financially. 
In June 2020, St Patrick’s Community Support Centre 
were able to source philanthropic funding to initiate a 
project to employ a Community Support Worker to be 
based in the Fremantle Library and connect people with 
appropriate support agencies within the community. The 
‘Library Connect Freo’ project will be led by a joint City of 
Fremantle and St Patrick’s Community Support Centre 
Steering Group and will run for twelve months on the 
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current philanthropic funding. The Community Support 
Officer started on 28 September 2020.

In February 2020 submissions for the City of Fremantle 
Hungerford Award opened. 2020 marks the 30th 
anniversary of the award. Seventy manuscripts were 
received with the award to be presented in October 2020.

In September of 2019, the Fremantle Library celebrated 
its seventieth anniversary with a series of events for all 
ages at different venues around the Fremantle community. 
Events included an author panel event at Fremantle Social 
with a focus on authors that have featured Fremantle 
in their works; an evening with Morris Gleitzman at the 
Town Hall; the launch of ‘Lending Library’ an exhibition 
of community created book art at Fremantle Arts Centre; 
and finally the Fremantle Library Birthday Party held at the 
library itself. More than 500 people attended these events 
over the course of the month.

Buster: It’s All About Play moved to a new North Fremantle 
location in early 2020. Gilbert Fraser Reserve is located 
opposite North Fremantle Primary School and includes 
good facilities for families which resulted in much higher 
engagement from the North Fremantle community. 
Overall, attendance at Buster sessions remained high, 
with the Arts Centre continuing the highest numbers, 
including a record-breaking 164 people in November. For 
2019–2020 total numbers at Buster sessions over three 
terms was 4,880 compared to 2018–2019 over four 
terms was 4,807.

THE MEETING PLACE  
COMMUNITY CENTRE 
In March 2020, the City entered into a subsidised fee-
based agreement with Humdrum Community to rent 
office space in the Meeting Place. Humdrum Community 
is a registered National Disability Insurance Scheme 
(NDIS) provider that provides an application to manage 
support workers. They are a collective with a mission 
to combat isolation and boredom for individuals living 
with a disability in the community. The agreement with 
Humdrum continues to bring activation and programming 
opportunities to The Meeting Place, as well as being a 
great support for the community. 

The Fremantle Community Directory was launched in 
February 2020. The Fremantle Community Directory 
provides an online platform for information about 
community groups, services and events. It is provided 
by the City of Fremantle; however, all members of the 
community can use it to list their information. A launch 
of the directory was held at The Meeting Place, South 
Fremantle. Fremantle Mayor, Brad Pettitt launched the 
directory and attendees were given the opportunity to 
gain assistance with putting their information into the 
database. 

FREMANTLE HISTORY CENTRE 
As part of a long-term digitisation project a significant 
portion of the collection was digitised in 2019–2020 
in anticipation of the move to the new Library at the 
Walyalup Civic Centre. The total number of items digitised 
equates to seventy-nine standard archive boxes. This 
project included the complete digitisation of the library’s 
biographical collection and large sections of the subject 
and property file collection. East Fremantle material 
(predominantly in the biographical section) was also 
included. 

The History Centre’s focus on collecting Aboriginal history 
continues with the addition of two new oral histories from 
local Aboriginal Elders (Marie Taylor and Joe Collard).

FREMANTLE TOY LIBRARY 
The Fremantle Toy Library has continued to support 
parents as their children’s first teachers through the 
loaning of valuable children’s resources. Just under 5,000 
people visited the Toy Library in 2019–20, making over 
10,000 loans of toys, books, puzzles and games, despite 
being closed from April to June due to COVID. During this 
time, loans and memberships were extended to ensure no 
one received unexpected fines. The Toy Library continued 
to support Buster It’s All About Play by providing toys and 
other equipment to the program, and also supported the 
two organisational members: South Freo Bub Hub and 
Rocky Bay, who were brought on new this year.

Toy Library membership expanded further to allow 
all residents of Western Australia to join. Total family 
memberships remained stable this year, with a 
membership of 398 families, with 126 member families 
coming from outside the Fremantle and East Fremantle 
LGAs. In October 2019, the Toy Library open day saw 
masses of families attend with more than 400 people 
engaged with the activities during the day. Gardening, 
fairies face painting, live entertainment, Aboriginal craft, 
LEGO and visits from Constable Care, Police horses, 
training dogs, and Buster. The Naidoc opening event at 
PCYC also had the community coming through the Toy 
Library to be involved in activities and queries regarding 
toy library membership, toys, programs.

ABORIGINAL ENGAGEMENT
During 2019–20, the City of Fremantle through its 
Aboriginal Engagement program:

• Engaged several hundred locals in an early morning 
smoking ceremony to kick off One Day.

• Continued Walyalup Reconciliation Action Plan 
working group and Elders group. 

• Continued Walyalup Reconciliation Action Plan (WRAP) 
2019–22 (106 deliverables) and provided update to 
Reconciliation Australia .
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• Nyoongar Protocol Policy developed and endorsed

• Visited local schools and organisations including 
John Curtin, Fremantle surf lifesaving club and 
Fremantle Port Authority to support and promote their 
reconciliation actions and goals.

• Provided cultural advice and input for city projects at 
Kings square (public art, naming and welcome entry 
signage).

• Celebrated One Day at Kidogo/Bathers Beach venue 
+ Smoking Ceremony and Cultural activities 

• Aboriginal Support Officer joined Fremantle Prison 
Steering Group on Aboriginal Heritage Plan. 

• Celebrated significant Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander dates (Children’s Day, NAIDOC, Reconciliation 
Week, Sorry Day, Mabo Day etc.)

• Local Nyoongar Elders Oral History Yarns on the City’s 
Aboriginal Engagement section of website. 

SPORT AND RECREATION
In club development, the City:

• Officially opened Fremantle Park Sport and 
Community Centre

• Provided $1400 in Sports Assistance funding—
reduced due to COVID restrictions on travel

• Managed the successful Department of Sport and 
Recreation, KidSports grant program.

• Implemented the Have a Go series to promote local 
sporting groups and encourage residents to increase 
physical activity

• Provided advice to clubs on safe return to sport 
practices

• Provided access to webinar on Grant Funding

• Provided access to 6 week online club renovation 
toolkit through Inclusion Solutions

• Provided ongoing support for club committees 
and volunteers alerting them to training and grant 
opportunities

• Became a partner of the Metropolitan Area Recreation 
Advisory Group

HEALTH AND WELLBEING
The City of Fremantle’s Health and Wellbeing program:

• Partnered with Imagined Future’s Alliance Against 
Depression to deliver a World Mental Health Day event 
at the Esplanade

• Partnered with Mentally Healthy WA to promote the 
Act-Belong-Commit message

• Fremantle Street Games

• Promoted improved cycle ways and encouraged skill 
development in beginner riders through Bike Week 
and Bike Month Activities

• Developed online resource promoting physical activity 
for residents to use throughout lockdown

YOUTH
Key actions in the area of Youth in 2019–20 included:

• Fremantle youth skateboarding community raised 
more than $3000 for the Freo Fire Fund 

• Fremantle Youth Network collaborated with 
stakeholders to plan the first Youth Climate Forum for 
WA Youth Week.

• COVID—cancelled: Youth Week Climate Forum, 
25under25, and youth employment and many skate 
park workshops.

• COVID—brought the CD team together to plan and 
deliver the Neighbour to Neighbour program.

• Fast Track students designed a matching purple 
poppy to the red poppy ANZAC tribute at the North 
Fremantle War Memorial.

POSITIVE AGEING
In regard to support for positive ageing, the City was 
responsible for:

• Continual reporting of the Age Friendly City Plan 
2019–24 which guides a broad range of initiatives 
over the next five years.

• Worked with the CD Neighbour to Neighbour 
project team to provide comfort and assistance in 
determining people’s immediate and future needs 
and matching them up with someone who can stay in 
regular contact with them to provide reassurance and 
support.

• Supporting Elders and the Events team to deliver 
One Day 2020 cultural activities and raise respect for 
Aboriginal people and communities.

• Coordinating a range of low cost or free activities via 
Come and Try programs.

• Aiming to decrease loneliness, increase social 
participation and volunteering, by supporting the 
activation of the Wanjoo Lounge.

• Supervising and providing professional development 
for over 55s volunteers to share their skills, 
knowledge and maintain welcoming opportunities to 
be involved in the wider community

• Providing opportunities for intergenerational and 
cross-cultural activities and projects.

• Improving communication on relevant services and 
opportunities for people over the age of 55.
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• Grant submissions to the Department of Community 
to support age-friendly initiatives. For example, 
Converging Stories, Together Again Café and Wise 
Women’s Empowerment Collaboration 

• Engagement with seniors and carers, such as the 
Memory Café to discuss issues around dementia and 
increasing peer support opportunities. 

• Continuing the City’s membership to the World 
Health Organisation Age Friendly City Global Network.

• Being recognised for the City’s efforts by winning the LG 
Pro—Age Friendly Partnership and Collaboration Awards 
for Dance Hall Days project

VOLUNTEERING
• Neighbour to Neighbour—700 volunteers engaged 

• New Volunteering section on the website with 
Volunteer Manager and Volunteer Handbooks

• Volunteer Manager and Volunteer Handbooks 
developed and launched

WACC
• 3 Seasonal Community Canvases and 3 Nyoongar 

seasonal programs delivered

• 3 new facilitators and 3 new classes introduced

• Sold out classes—Yorga’s groups, Bush Medicine, 
Bush Tucker

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT  
GRANTS
• The City contributed a total of $50,825 to community 

groups through the Community Development  
Grant Program. See pages 65--66 for full details of 
this year's program.

Fremantle Library
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Fremantle Toy Library

Fremantle Visitor Centre

Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre

Fremantle Volunteers

Bush tucker tasting at the WACC
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STRATEGIC PLANNING AND PROJECTS
The City continues with the development of plans and projects designed to give practical effect to the continued 
evolution and improvement of Fremantle. 

During the year:

1. A preliminary review of the planning scheme was completed, and a program of update works approved.

2. 3 planning scheme amendments were progressed, including an omnibus update amendment, and 4 policy reviews 
u ndertaken.

3. Significant state planning reforms were progressed, requiring the City to incorporate these into its framework  
and processes.

4. The Climate Change Adaption Plan was reviewed and updated.

5. The revised West End Conservation Area Policy was drafted.

6. The Davis Park Local Structure Plan was advertised and referred to the Western Australian Planning Commission.

7. The Heart of Beaconsfield Masterplan was progressed.

8. The City participated in discussions with the Department of Transport regarding planning for the Fishing  
Boat Harbour. 

9. Annual updates to the City’s Heritage List and Local Heritage Survey were completed.

The City continues to perform well in processing planning and building applications.

The following table summarises the volume of statutory planning and building work dealt with during the year. This 
workload was consistent with previous years.

Development applications
Development applications determined by the City 497

Development applications determined by the Joint Development Assessment Panel 9

Applications for extensions of time of planning approvals 2

Applications for variations to previous planning approvals 38

Liquor licence Section 39 and Section 40 applications 15

Subdivision applications referred to the City for comment 37

Building permits issued by the City 548

Development applications determined included the following major development proposals:

• 19 Essex Street, Fremantle—Four Storey Tourist Accommodation Building—$1.6 Million

• 2–4 McCabe Street, North Fremantle—Two to Three Storey Grouped Dwelling Development—$5.5 Million

• 214 South Street, White Gum Valley—Two Storey Multiple Dwelling Development—$1.5 Million

• 12 Josephson Street, Fremantle—Six Storey Office and Small Bar Development—$6 Million

• 3 and 7 Murphy Street, O’Connor—37 Warehouse Unit Development—$4.2 Million

• 28 Cantonment Street, Fremantle—Six Storey Mixed Use (Hotel, Civic, Shop, Restaurant and Public Parking) 
Development—$15 Million

• 8 Point Street, Fremantle—Seven Storey Mixed Use (168 Hotel Room and 45 Multiple Dwelling) Development—$45 
Million

• 119 Hope Street, White Gum Valley—Two Storey, 24 Grouped Dwelling and four Multiple Dwelling 
Development—$7.66 Million
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The following applications were also issued under the ‘Freo Alternative’ Local Planning Scheme Provisions:

• 5 Montgomery Street, Beaconsfield—Four, Two Storey Grouped Dwellings

• 11 Smith Street, Beaconsfield—Two, Two Storey Grouped Dwellings

Building permits issued included the following major development proposals:

• 52 Adelaide Street, Fremantle—Seven Storey Mixed Use (70 Multiple Dwellings and Six Commercial Tenancies) 
Development—$14.4 Million

• 12 Parry Street, Fremantle—Six Storey Mixed Use (40 Multiple Dwellings and Commercial Tenancy) 
Development—$14.3 Million

• 214 South Street, White Gum Valley—Two Storey Multiple Dwelling Development—$1.5 Million

• 3 and 7 Murphy Street, O’Connor—37 Warehouse Unit Development—$4.2 Million

KEY STRATEGY INITIATIVES
FREMANTLE OVAL
The City has prepared a Key Principles Diagram as a strategic framework to guide future planning and any potential 
redevelopment within the precinct. The Council is looking towards developing a masterplan—with a focus on football 
facilities and spectator amenities—in 2020–2021. Detailed planning for the broader precinct redevelopment will be 
delayed in response to the State Government looking at the Stan Reilly site to locate a new Police Headquarters. Once 
this matter is finalised, planning will resume.

NEW TRAFFIC AND RAIL BRIDGE, NORTH FREMANTLE
In June 2020 the Council welcomed the Federal and State Government funding commitment for the Swan River 
Crossing, at and adopted a series of principles to assist with analysis and feedback to government on the proposal, as 
it unfolds. Two key issues raised by Council was that Main Roads WA should engage with the community as soon as 
possible and that at least two distinct options around alignment should be fully investigated. 

KINGS SQUARE PUBLIC REALM
Detailed design for the public realm works and new playground have been completed. Timing of the works will be 
scheduled to finish in time for the building opening in 2021. 

FREMANTLE WATERFRONT
The City has continued to participate in the Westport project, whilst concurrently advancing the benefits of 
redevelopment of Victoria and South Quays for tourism, retail and community facilities. 

The City has also participated in preliminary discussions with the State Government on potential upgrades to the 
Fremantle Boat Harbours, and resolution of coastal and other planning issues affecting Port Beach. 

INTEGRATED TRANSPORT STRATEGY
The City progressed implementation of its integrated transport strategy, maintaining a reduced CAT service, progressing 
delivery of its Bike Plan and advocating to the state government for the timely delivery of two fixed route public transport 
corridors as part of the state’s Metronet program. 

The City has also provided feedback on the Fremantle Traffic Bridge replacement project, promoting good design, 
heritage and integrated transport outcomes and worked with Main Roads WA regarding extension of a low speed 
environment in central Fremantle, upgrade of road crossing facilities in North Fremantle, and design details relating to 
the High Street upgrade. The City has also provided feedback on design development for the extension of the Principal 
Shared Path from Victoria Street through to Fremantle, planned in several staged over coming financial years.
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GREENING FREMANTLE STRATEGY 2020 AND URBAN FOREST PLAN
The City adopted its Urban Forest Plan in July 2017 which sets out a coordinated and targeted tree planting plan for the 
next 10 years as part of the Greening Fremantle Strategy 2020, which was adopted in 2015.

Approximately 1000 trees are planted under this program every year, in addition to thousands of smaller plants 
delivered through community planting events, natural area rehabilitation, and the verge upgrade scheme. 

Opportunities to create ‘green links’ through the City have been incorporated into the draft Heart of Beaconsfield 
Masterplan, and, at a more local level, urban design concepts for the Knutsford Street precinct. 

ONE PLANET FREMANTLE STRATEGY
In October 2015, the City received international endorsement as a One Planet City and was the first Australian local 
government, and only the second in the world, to obtain this status. With declaration of climate emergency by Council in 
May 2018, pursuit of a sustainable future continues to be a key focus for Council.

The City produced an annual report at the end of 2019 on its progress against targets under the One Planet  
Fremantle Strategy. 

Notable achievements during the year included:

• Continued reduction of emissions from electricity (40% below 2016 levels)
• Development of the 100% renewable powered East Village in Knutsford by Development WA
• Conduct of a further series of Smart Living workshops and Garage Sale Trail
• Gold Water Wise accreditation
• Successful roll out of the FOGO waste program
• Formulation of a strong submissions on the State Government’s Climate Change Issues Paper
• Approval of the first ‘Freo Alternative’ innovative housing infill proposals
• Continued delivery of the Urban Forest Plan, Water Conservation Strategy, Corporate Energy Plan, Integrated 

Transport Strategy, Reconciliation Action Plan, Sustainable Events Policy among others.

Leighton Beach cycling paths are just some of the great places to ride in Fremantle. The City is working to make it even easier for cyclists to get around town.
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND PROJECT DELIVERY
During the COVID-19 shutdowns in WA, the City’s infrastructure teams were required to review service levels and reduce 
to priority services only such as waste collection and reactive / essential maintenance of parks, roads, and buildings.

The delivery of a number of infrastructure Capital projects were also deferred / delayed in order to assist with the $6 
million hole in our budget from the onset of COVID-19.

Despite these impacts from COVID-19, the infrastructure directorate had a busy year and worked hard at refining its 
structure and capacity to help improve key service areas. The directorate delivered a range of works and services 
through capital works, projects and programs of maintenance; these were typically focussed in the following areas:

• road reserves and drainage 
• parks, streetscapes and natural areas
• waste collection and city cleansing
• buildings and facilities services
• fleet replacement
• asset management.

FREMANTLE RECYCLING CENTRE UPGRADE
The Recycling Centre opposite the Fremantle Golf Course on Montreal Street has continued to grow and evolve in the 
past year to meet our residents' needs.

Our ability to accept more waste streams at the centre has been a large focus. We now offer a drop-off point for aerosol 
cans and low density polyethylene (LDPE) soft plastic. These two initiatives have been warmly received by our residents.

For the financial year of 2019–20, we consistently welcomed more than 1,000 people per month to the Recycling 
Centre, with a record of more than 2,000 visitors in the month of December.

With the addition of our Reuse shop to the centre we predict these numbers will continue to grow.
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Recycling Centre Visitation

Jul 2019 Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan 
2020 Feb March April 

C-19
1271 1680 1645 1585 1688 1813 1705 1424 1564 70

May 
C-19

June 
C-19 Total 

621 1176 16,242

Materials Total tonnes
Mattresses 8.25

Whitegoods 10.5

Metal 93.21

Batteries–household 0.66

Batteries–lead 12.32

Gas bottles 2.05

Fire extinguishers 0.3

Fluro lighting 0.3

Cardboard 44.9

Recyclables (bottles, cans etc) 15.6

Polystyrene 2.2

Green waste 362.58

E-waste 15.77

Paint 38

Polystyrene 0.26

Oil 32.81

Donation bins 10.4

Re-use shop 4.9

Waste (landfill) 146.42

Total tonnes collected 749.58

Total tonnes recovered 603.16

Recovery rate 80%

Materials by volume

PARKS AND LANDSCAPING
OPERATIONAL SERVICE CONTRACTS 
The City expanded the landscape maintenance contract to incorporate a higher level of service to areas surrounding 
Leighton Beach apartments. 

Creation of a maintenance contract for the scheduled landscape maintenance of the Fremantle Leisure Centre. 

From March, a range of operational service budgets were reduced to help manage the financial impacts on the City 
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from COVID-19. This included a reduction in landscape maintenance, irrigation maintenance, tree maintenance, natural 
areas management, skate park maintenance, tree planting and maintenance, park infrastructure maintenance and 
playground maintenance. This had an impact on the service level provided in these areas in the last quarter of the 
financial year.

VERGE GARDEN SCHEME 
The City’s annual verge garden scheme was impacted by COVID-19 restrictions and budget impacts. Due to social 
distancing requirements, North Fremantle nursery Apace bundled up the plants in packs of 20 pre-selected plants, 
which residents could order online. All up 272 residents collected a total of 5,434 plants and seven local schools 
collected a total of 280 plants via the City’s subsidised verge planting scheme. Unfortunately, the verge preparation 
scheme was cancelled this year due to COVID-19 budget restrictions.

TREE PLANTING 
The City’s annual tree planting program was impacted by COVID-19 related budget restrictions. A total of 200 street 
trees were planted which was was short of the target set in the Urban Forest Plan. 

BOOYEEMBARA PARK MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL CONCEPT PLAN CONSULTATION 
In early 2019, Council was approached by the Fremantle Mountain Biking Collective (FMBC) to help formalise existing 
mountain bike trails at the eastern end of Booyeembara Park, which is considered a contaminated site. Money was 
allocated in the 2019–20 financial budget for Parks to undertake an environmental assessment to ascertain if the park 
could support the formalisation of the mountain bike trails, given the contamination issues. If this was successful, then 
a concept design was then to be obtained to assist with community engagement and seek external funding. 

The environmental assessment found that the park could support mountain bike trails provided certain design, 
construction and management practices were implemented. Parks then proceeded to engage Three Chillies Trail 
Designers to develop a concept design. 

Wider community engagement was preceded by the formation of the Booyeembara Park Mountain Bike Trail Working 
Group (BPMBTWG) in February 2020. The group was made up of representatives from the FMBC, Friends of Boo Park, 
White Gum Valley Precinct Group, White Gum Valley Orchard, Fremantle Youth Network plus Elected Members and City 
officers. Discussions and site meetings were held with the working group in February and March 2020, where members 
provided preliminary input on the proposed trail design.  

Due to COVID-19 restrictions wider community engagement was put on hold. Once restrictions eased the second phase 
of community engagement took place between 17 July—9 August 2020. The purpose of the engagement was to obtain 
input on the future needs of the area (including consideration of a potential pump track, and parking), and gather 
feedback on the proposed trail designs. 

Between 17 July and 9 August 2020 there were over 1,200 visitors to the My Say Freo page, and 237 submissions were 
received. In addition, around 60 people attended a drop-in information session held on 22 July 2020. 

Sentiment toward formalising the trails was overwhelmingly positive. Respondents saw the area as being a family-
oriented and intergenerational space where children, teenagers and adults could play together, and liked that it 
supports a healthy outdoor lifestyle. 

FRANK GIBSON PARK 
This innovative new playground was shaped by a community-led play space design and featured a new climbing unit; 
a large slide down the nearby limestone slope; three new swings; recycled logs and limestone boulders for climbing, 
sitting and playing on—all surrounded by new soft fall. Other improvements included sand play items for toddlers; a 
cubby; new inclusive seating and significant areas of planting surrounding the play areas to provide a buffer from parked 
cars during the netball season. Twelve new trees were planted amongst more than 300 native plants. 

KINGS SQUARE/NEWMAN COURT LANDSCAPING 
Construction on stage one of the Newman Court landscaping, next to the FOMO development, commenced in October 
2019 and was completed in March 2020. 
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Over the five-month period the City undertook earthworks, installed drainage, garden edging and 1,086m2 of exposed 
aggregate concrete and cobbles to provide an exciting new public space that connects Queen Street through to William 
Street again. 

The City also worked closely with the Department of Communities to assist them with the relocation of an existing 
sculpture ‘The Family’—an iconic sculpture by celebrated West Australian artist Margaret Priest. Standing 4.2 metres 
tall and weighing almost 20 tonnes, ‘The Family’ was transported from East Perth and installed in front of the main 
entrance of the department’s new headquarters in Newman Court. 

FREMANTLE PUBLIC GOLF COURSE REDESIGN 
After successfully bidding for the Fremantle Golf Course Redesign tender, the City appointed Perth-based landscape 
architects Aspect Studios to undertake the project, including specialist golf course designer Richard Chamberlain, 
landscape architect Stuart Pullyblank and project manager Mal Birch. 

The redesign of the golf course is needed to make way for the Main Roads WA upgrade of High Street, which resulted in 
the loss of the third and sixth holes. 

Fremantle Council aim to achieve a redeveloped nine-hole, par 34 course and provide equivalent driving range and 
practice facilities, while also retaining mature trees and minimising the impact on neighbouring Booyeembara Park. 

The concept design work commenced August 2019. Working with the City of Fremantle staff and the various Golf 
Course club representatives over an eight-month period, Aspect Studios delivered a concept plan that covered all the 
requirements. A tender package was developed and went out to public tender on June 2, 2020. 

HARVEY BEACH JETTY 
The timber Harvey Beach jetty in North Fremantle has long been a popular spot for fishing and swimming, with 'bombs' 
off the jetty into the Swan River something of a North Fremantle tradition. 

The jetty was closed to the public in July 2019 after a condition assessment of the jetty confirmed that piles are 
degraded and structurally unsound. Thus, imposing risk to public safety. Following strong opposition from the 
community to demolish and replace the historical Jetty; Council approved for upgrade works to be undertaken on the 
piles and allocated budget for works to be completed in 2020–21. 

The timber piles and headstocks experienced severe defects such as rot and splitting. The defects in these areas have 
advanced to the point where the application of suitable timber protective measures will be of no benefit to the structure 
against future attack from marine organisms and prevent further deterioration through existing known marine borer 
infestation and wood rot. These components appeared to have already lost most of their structural integrity. In light of 
this, these components required replacement or strengthening, if the structure is to remain fit for use.  

PORT BEACH ROCK WALL 
In December 2019, Council approved the construction of a rock wall as the preferred interim measure to the Coast 
Port Beach restaurant from coastal erosion pending a commitment from the State government. A State government 
commitment of $200,000 towards the project was announced in January 2020. The works involved extension of the 
seawall in front of the ablution block to provide immediate protection to assets on the beach and extended about 100m 
in front of the Coast building. 

The construction works were completed ahead of schedule in late March 2020, and involved excavation of the dune, 
trimming the beach slope to allow for the installation of geotextile and armour limestone, backfilling stockpiled beach 
sand, reforming dune over the constructed seawall, placement of coir matting, and revegetation works. 

The seawall structure performed as expected against severe winter 2020 storms, whereby a 1-in-1 year event was 
followed by a 1-in10 year event in only three weeks. 

NEW DOG SIGNAGE AT LEIGHTON AND PORT BEACH 
Throughout August 2019, new signage was installed at Leighton and Port Beaches to ensure dog owners were clear on 
those areas that were dog beaches and those that weren’t. This included new three large signs on the footpath edge at 
Leighton, two large signs on the beach at Leighton and eight smaller Dog Prohibited signs at the car park/road end of 
the beach tracks to Port Beach.
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PARKS INFRASTRUCTURE WORKS 
In October 2019, two new drink fountains were installed. One each at Sir Frederick Samson Park and Griffiths Parks. 
The existing old drink fountains were replaced with new models, complete with built in dog water bowls, as per 
community requests. 

Additionally, the old gate at the end of Bathers Beach/Arthurs Head, where it enters Fleet Street, was replaced with a 
new swing gate in October 2019. 

LANDSCAPING PLAN AND PLANTING AT FREMANTLE PARK TENNIS/BOWLS CLUB 
In November 2019 Parks provided the builders of Fremantle Park a landscaping plan for the areas surrounding the new 
buildings. In late December, early January 2020, upon completion of the building works the landscaping was installed. 

Paving around the building was installed, with a new irrigation system and sixteen new trees, with 283 native plants 
planted underneath these. 

VIRGINIA RYAN PARK—ENTRANCE GATE/SIGN REPLACED 
In 2019 it was identified that the hand-painted entrance sign to Virginia Ryan Park was in a poor state. This sign had 
been made, painted and installed by the local community. Parks took photos, drew it up in CAD and liaised with Corsign 
to get the sign replicated exactly, however this version is made with a metal base and frame and not timber, so it will last 
a long time. 

WRAY AVE ROUNDABOUT PLANTING 
Over the past couple of years Parks had received many requests to replant a tree in the round-about at the junction 
of Wray Avenue and South Terrace. The tree that was originally in the roundabout was damaged by a car colliding with 
it. This was investigated and due to the proximity of the high-pressure gas line it was determined that a tree wasn’t 
possible. However, a grass tree was acceptable. Parks designed a planting plan which included a large grass tree, 
organized traffic management, received all the approvals to work in the vicinity of the gas line and the round-about was 
planted on July 24, 2019.

NATURAL AREAS RESTORATION 
Over 11,000 local native species were planted across the City’s coastal, bushland and riverine natural area reserves as 
part of various restoration works. Plants were sourced through a variety of grants where the City partnered or supported 
Friends Groups or other non-government organisations, or through direct municipal contributions. Grants included State 
NRM Office Community Stewardship grants, WAPC Coastwest grants, and Federal Government Environment grants. 
Works were enhanced by other works such as fencing, brushing, mulching, weed control, and weed mapping. 

SAMSON PARK GUIDED INTERPRETATION WALKS 
Three separate guided interpretation walks were held in Samson Park. The annual wildflower walk facilitated by 
Wildflower Society WA, a recent addition of an Indigenous interpretation walk lead by local Aboriginal Elders and new 
Bird Observation walk added this year. All walks were co-hosted with the City by Friends of Samson Park. 

SOUTH WEST GROUP—ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP PROJECTS 
The City participated in a number of cross-regional natural areas management projects as part of the South West 
Group of Councils Environmental Reference group activities. These included State NRM Office grant funded Cat Owner 
Education and Awareness project—“Happy at home”, and Fox tracking for improved trapping outcomes project, and 
Sidney Myer foundation funded Friends Group Community Capacity Building project. 

NEW SPORTING INFRASTRUCTURE 
Replacement soccer goals installed at Hilton South prior to the winter season. 

Old rugby goal posts on the second field at Ken Allen Field were replaced with a new set of 12 metre post complete with 
wind direction flags. 
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WEED MANAGEMENT INITIATIVES 
Pre-emergent herbicide treatments were applied to all turf areas. Timing of treatments scheduled to minimise 
germination of both summer and winter weed. This resulted in a reduction in the requirement of post emergent 
herbicides required to treat germinated weeds. 

WEED MAPPING 
For the first time individual weeds in turfed and landscaped areas have been GPS located and mapped onto a digital 
platform. This information enabled herbicide treatment to be target to the areas of weed germination only, resulting in a 
reduced quantity of chemical being applied. 

RESERVE INFRASTRUCTURE 
Two barbecue cook top assemblies were replaced at Leighton Beach Reserve. 

Re-installation of shower stand at Port Beach following construction of rock wall. 

Installation of 2 new bike racks at Beach Street Reserve. 

Installation of new park benches at the following reserves: 

• Samson Reserve 

• Mills and Wares Park 

• Davies Park 

LEAF COLLECTION SERVICE 
The parks and waste teams collaborated to provide an additional service for the collection of leaves in some specific 
areas. This service ran during the winter months when leaf drop was at its peak across the following locations: 

• Plane Tree Reserve 

• Phillimore Gardens 

• Queens Square 

• Doepel Street 

KNUTSFORD RESERVE 
Improvements made to Knutsford Reserve to prevent illegal parking on the reserve and reinstate damage turf areas. 
Works consisted of: 

• Replacement of mountable kerb with barrier kerb 

• Installation of bollards 

• Extension of irrigation system 

• Tree planting 

• Turf seeding 

ALFRED PARK IRRIGATION BORE CONSTRUCTION 
Construction of new production bore and related pumping infrastructure following failure of existing bore. 

NEW IRRIGATION CONTROLLERS 
Installation of new SD control systems were undertaken at Bathers Beach and Alfred Park. The SD controllers provide 
additional cloud-based function enabling operational staff to monitor and adjust irrigation at these sites remotely. 

IRRIGATION SYSTEM MODIFICATIONS 
Minor inground irrigation modifications were completed at many reserves to provide more uniform irrigation coverage 
and improved water efficiency. The following sites received modifications: 
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• Davis Park 

• Fremantle Park 

• Frank Gibson Reserve 

• Gil Fraser Reserve 

• Gordon Dedman Reserve 

• Kings Square 

• Fremantle Leisure Centre 

• Princess May Reserve 

• South Beach Reserve 

• Wilson Park 

LEIGHTON BEACH IRRIGATION UPGRADES 
Replacement of irrigation pump and filter at Leighton Beach. As part of these works some modifications to the pump 
well and the main line were also undertaken. These upgrade works resulted in a significant improvement to the 
standard of turf condition of the site. 

TURF RENOVATIONS 
All the sporting fields within the City of Fremantle were included in the annual spring renovation program. Works were 
undertaken in the period between the summer and winter sporting seasons and consisted of a combination of coring, 
top dressing, composting and verti-mowing. 

For the first time Leighton Beach Reserve was included in the renovation program due to the high wear and lack of 
organic material in the soil profile. This reserve benefited significantly from these works, leading to a much-improved turf 
condition for the remainder of the year. 

ENGINEERING 
ROAD RENEWAL 
Roads across the City had a facelift with almost $1.2 million in resurfacing and renewal works undertaken in 2019–20. 
That’s 27,772m2 of road surface, or over 2,400 metres of roadway.

SOUTH TERRACE ROAD RENEWAL PROJECT
During the South Terrace road renewal works between South Street and Jenkin Street, our Infrastructure Engineering 
team took the opportunity to make many changes to ensure the safety and convenience of our community which, 
included upgrades to road drainage, improving sightlines at intersections, replacing old asphalt footpaths with 
new concrete surfaces, upgrading tree pits to ensure better infiltration, planting more trees, replacing damaged 
infrastructure and providing a new surface to the road.

We have also taken further steps to improve parking on South Terrace, all parking bays are now line marked properly, so 
our friends and visitors can enjoy the convenience of parking while shopping locally.

PROTECTED BIKE LANE—ORD STREET
The Infrastructure Engineering team continues to work towards building safer roads.

Following the Council’s adoption of its Bike Plan 2019–24, these improvements on Ord Street (between High Street and 
Montreal Street) are a ‘Fremantle First’ by providing physically protected on-road bike facilities.

The project also provided a wider northbound bike lane and bike box facilities at the traffic signalised intersection with 
High Street. The Team also took the opportunity to install renewed asphalt at the same time which will now be quieter 
for residents.



62

PARRY STREET ROAD RENEWAL PROJECT
During the Parry Street road renewal works between High Street and Quarry Street, our Infrastructure Engineering team 
were able to locally widen the bike lanes as well, which had previously included numerous narrow pinch points and also 
improve legibility through the introduction of green paint to the bike lane conflict points, along with increased riley kerb 
protection for cyclists.

PEDESTRIAN CROSSING TO NORTH FREMANTLE STATION
This was a Joint Venture project between the City’s Infrastructure Engineering Team and Main Roads Western Australia 
and has provided a new signalised pedestrian crossing of Stirling Highway, linking our north Fremantle residents more 
safely with our North Fremantle Railway station.

Our Infrastructure Engineering team have demonstrated again how we have prioritised pedestrians in accordance with 
the values of our Integrated Transport Strategy.

ROAD SWEEPER TAILINGS
In 2020, our Infrastructure Engineering Team completed the construction of a new concrete slab for temporary storage 
of road sweeper tailings. The slab was designed with efficiency of our street sweeping operation in mind and contained 
an oil interceptor in order to mitigate any risk to the environment.

HIGH STREET AND STIRLING UPGRADE
While this is a Main Roads Western Australia road safety improvement project, the City was actively involved with the 
design review process throughout 2019–20. This provided a good opportunity for the City to have a positive input on the 
design of a number of key project design components, including but not limited to the Forest Street and Montreal Street 
Underpasses, the Noise Walls, Public Art and also the Soft Landscaping. The end of 2019–20 also saw the start of the 
construction phase by MRWA and their nominated Design and Construct contractor ‘Georgiou’.

UNDERGROUND POWER—HILTON
In February 2020, the City signed a Memorandum of Understanding to work with Western Power to jointly develop a 
potential project to replace the existing Western Power overhead infrastructure with underground infrastructure in our 
Hilton garden suburb. The project objectives included the provision of a safer and more reliable power supply and also 
to greatly enhance the appearance of the street, allowing street trees to grow to their full height.

FREMANTLE LOW SPEED ENVIRONMENT
In June 2020, Fremantle Council supported officer’s recommendation for the introduction of a reduced speed limit 
for the City’s central business district (CBD) to improve all road users’ safety and provide a long-term platform for the 
sustainable growth and prosperity of Fremantle as a key activity centre. Officer’s subsequently commenced a formal 
application to Main Roads Western Australia to approve a reduced speed zone in the City’s CBD.

FLEET REPLACEMENT
A new energy-efficient electric buggy was added to Fremantle’s fleet of city cleaning vehicles.

The new buggy, which replaces an old diesel-powered buggy, will be used by the City of Fremantle’s clean-up team as 
they move around the city centre emptying the bins, picking up litter and cleaning up mess.

Our new clean-up buggy has an in-built, high-efficiency battery charger for plugging into mains power, but it also has 
a regenerative braking system that charges the battery while it’s in operation. It also has a solar panel on the roof for 
charging on the go, which reduces the amount of mains power required, reduces charging times and extends the life of 
the battery.

Other replacement fleet included a new high-pressure washer and new road sweeper to help us keep our city clean and 
also a new ride-on mower to keep our parks looking their best.

ELECTRIC SCOOTER TRIAL
During the 2019–20 financial year, the City embarked on a one-year trial of the addition of two electric scooters for use 
by staff in the City’s fleet of pool vehicles.
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ASSET MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AND PROJECT MANAGEMENT OFFICE
The City continued its focus on improving its asset management practices. Asset Management Plans were further 
improved with the inclusion of detailed asset renewal modelling. Using this modelling, the ten year forward works 
programs were refined for each of the asset categories. These programs directly inform the City’s Long Term Financial 
Plan and allow the project delivery teams to plan their work ahead of time which will improve project delivery.

As part of ongoing improvement initiatives and in response to the pressures caused by COVID-19 asset management 
staff worked with the operational teams to develop detailed Levels of Service. The Levels of Service are used to inform 
maintenance planning and budgeting, something that proved critical during the height of the COVID-19 shutdown.

The City’s Project Management Office continues to improve the way in which projects are planned and delivered. 
The project management framework was key in being able to juggle prioritisation of projects and funding during the 
COVID-19 shutdown and response. As part of the planning for the 2021–22 annual budget and long term financial plan, 
over 500 project proposals were completed and considered. The details of the proposals is used to develop the City’s 
detailed Long Term Financial Plan with projects and budgets identified for the 10 year planning period. This improved 
long term approach to budgeting and project planning will ensure that the City’s assets, services and budgets are 
managed in a sustainable way into the future.

FUTURE PROJECT PLANNING
As part of the City’s forward planning initiative, design work has begun on the refurbishment of the Fremantle Markets. 
Staff are working with a consultant heritage architect and the lessee of the markets to develop detailed designs and 
cost estimates for the project. The proposed refurbishment will include replacing the roof over the yard area, upgrading 
stalls and major upgrades to electrical, water, gas and fire services.

As a spin-off of the Main Roads High Street Upgrade project, a new Fremantle Golf Course Clubhouse and Community 
Facility is being designed and built and part of the overall Golf Course refurbishment project. This year the City 
undertook extensive consultation with the nearby community in order to inform the requirements and design of the new 
building. The City has worked with the consultant architect to utilise the consultation in the design which has resulted in 
the council approving the schematic design. The final design will be completed next year with construction to follow.

In order to progress conservation and refurbishment planning, conservation management plans were developed for 
both the Fremantle Arts Centre and Round House. The conservation plans will play an integral role in the ongoing 
maintenance of these iconic buildings and help guide future refurbishment and upgrade projects.

CAPITAL PROGRAM–BUILDINGS
FREMANTLE PARK SPORT AND COMMUNITY CENTRE
The new Fremantle Park Sport and Community Centre was completed in February. The impressive new facility combines 
the Fremantle Lawn Tennis Club, the Fremantle Bowling Club and the Fremantle Workers’ Social and Leisure Club. The 
completion of this project is a result of a number of years of planning, design and construction which has culminated in 
a state of the art facility for members and the Fremantle public. As well as the building itself, a new bowling green and 
synthetic tennis courts were also constructed as part of the project, resulting in a stunning all round facility.

ARTHUR HEAD WALL STABILISATION
Following a number of years of design and advocacy work by the City, the crumbing walls and surrounds of Arthur 
Head have seen some much-needed repairs and refurbishment. The State Government matched the City’s funding 
commitment and late in 2020 work has begun. The whole project will take a number of years to complete, with the 
urgent work due for completion in mid 2021.

CHANGEROOMS AT SOUTH FREMANTLE FOOTBALL CLUB
In order for the Fremantle Dockers Women’s AFL home games to be hosted at Fremantle Oval, the City, with the 
assistance of the WAFL and South Fremantle Football Club, completed and upgrade of the changeroom facilities at 
South Fremantle Football Club. As well as giving the facility a much-needed refresh, the changerooms were upgraded to 
be female friendly in line with the recently updated AFL standards. 



64

OUR 
GOVERNANCE
EM ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS

ANNUAL SALARIES
The Local Government Act 1995 requires the Local Government to provide the number of employees who are 
entitled to an annual salary of $100,000 or more and to break those employees into salary bands of $10,000.

For the period reported in the 2019–20 annual report, the City had 68 employees whose salary exceeded 
$100,000; the same number as last year.

Of these employees 

• twenty one (22) had a salary between $100,000 and $110,000 
• fourteen (14) had a salary between $110,000 and $120,000 
• seven (7) had a salary between $120,000 and $130,000
• six (6) had a salary between $130,000 and $140,000
• eight (8) had a salary between $140,000 and $150,000
• four (4) had a salary between $150,000 and $160,000
• two (2) had a salary between $160,000 and $170,000
• one (1) had a salary between $180,000 and $190,000
• two (2) had a salary between $210,000 and $220,000
• one (1) had a salary between $220,000 and $230,000
• and one (1) had a salary between $260,000 and $270,000



65

2019–20
ANNUAL REPORT

REGISTER OF COMPLAINTS
For the purpose of the Local Government Act 1995, Section 5.121, no complaints were made to the City of Fremantle in 
the reporting period. 

RECORD KEEPING
The City of Fremantle manages its records in accordance with the legal requirements of the State Records Act 2000 and 
the City of Fremantle Recordkeeping Plan.

All new City staff undertake compulsory induction training for the City’s document management system. The induction 
addresses employee’s legal responsibilities in regard to compliance with the City of Fremantle Recordkeeping Plan 
and the State Records Act. After the initial induction, follow up training sessions are conducted. Additionally, on-going 
assistance and support is provided to all City employees to ensure continued commitment to recordkeeping compliance 
and procedures.

During 2019–20, 140,025 documents were registered in the City’s document management system.

FREEDOM OF INFORMATION
In accordance with Section 96 and 97 of the Freedom of Information Act 1992, the City is required to publish an annual 
Information Statement which details the process for applying for information under the Act, as well as information that 
the City provides outside the Act. This document is available from City of Fremantle offices or our website. 

During 2019–20, the City received 14 access applications with no reviews. The Act requires that all applications are 
responded to within the ‘permitted period’ of 45 calendar days, however due to the sensitivity and time required for the 
external reviews, the City’s average processing time for 2019–20 was 25 days.

NATIONAL COMPETITION STATEMENT 
During the 2019–20 financial year, the City met its obligations with regard to National Competition Policy. The City has 
no local laws or policies that contain anti-competitive provisions. No complaints were received during the period.

GRANTS FUNDING AND SUPPORT
GRANTS FUNDING—COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
SEPTEMBER 2019
• YOGAZEIT—Wellbeing for Youth | Making Mindful Movement Matter—$3,500

• Fremantle Chamber of Commerce—Experience Fremantle from the Inside—$2,500

• FremantleMind Inc.—FremantleMind Inc. Free Community Mental Health and Wellbeing Services—$7,000

• St Patrick's Community Support Centre—St Pat’s and Uniting Care West—Client Christmas Party—$4,500

• Spinnaker Health Research Foundation—Spinnaker HRF Annual Awards Night—$800

• Circus WA—Circulate Y16+—$7,000

• North Fremantle Football Club—North Fremantle Football Club Centenary—'We Shall Never Forget Your Sons'—
$8,000

MARCH 2020
• Grant round cancelled due to COVID-19 budget impacts 

OUR GOVERNANCE
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GRANTS FUNDING—ARTS 
SEPTEMBER 2019
• Fenians Fremantle and Freedom Inc—O’Reilly’s Escape—$5,450

• Kerry Bowden—The STrawboat Collective—Whisper White—$8,735

• Sam Bloor—Inside Outside—$8,168

• Koral Ward—SHAC—SHAC Co Labs ‘Activate’—$5,000

MARCH 2020
• Grant round cancelled due to COVID-19 budget impacts 

ACCESS AND INCLUSION
The City continues to strive for excellence in providing equitable access to services, information, facilities, events 
and employment. One way we do this is through our Disability Access and Inclusion Plan (DAIP). 
The City continued to deliver outcomes aligned with its access and inclusion plan. Highlights include:

• Autism WA Community Awareness session held along with staff training.

• Quiet Hour was launched in the Fremantle Library to welcome people with autism, dementia and sensory 
challenges.

• Sculptures at Bathers Beach event December 2019—City provided beach wheelchairs and promotion of 
event

• City of Fremantle supported Men’s Shed and Access Housing project to include people with disabilities.

• Department of Communities Access and Inclusion Plan Progress Report approved by Department of 
Communities. Various Fremantle initiatives were added to the Minster’s report. 

• An access consultant was appointed to manage the development of the new Access and Inclusion Plan 
2021–25.

• Community and staff Consultations for the new Access and Inclusion Plan took place Jan to March 2020.

• Access and Inclusion Officer developed Braille business cards for consultations with people with a visual 
disability.

• Supported the Library Makerspace event with stall holders from the Microenterprise project supporting small 
businesses.

• COVID Shutdown April to July halted the development of the Access and Inclusion Plan. Neighbour to 
Neighbour program launched during April to July and Access and Inclusion officer identified and assisted 
people with disability or CALD community facing challenges during lockdown.

• City continued supporting Disabled Surfing WA events Dec–Mar 2019–20

• Wide Angle Film Festival was held at the Maritime Museum in the June/July school holidays.

• An Auslan described video was produced for the Welcome to Country for the Wide Angle Film Festival.

• Cultural Diversity event with speakers from CALD backgrounds 30/2

• Worked with People and Culture on Reasonable Adjustment Policy for staff with disability.

OUR GOVERNANCE
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VISIT US 
Customer service opening hours  
8am–5pm (Monday to Friday)

ADDRESS 
Fremantle Oval, 70 Parry Street, Fremantle

POSTAL 
PO Box 807, Fremantle, WA 6959

PHONE 
1300 MY FREO (1300 693 736) 
1300 360 666 (Community Safety/Rangers)

EMAIL info@fremantle.wa.gov.au

WEBSITE fremantle.wa.gov.au

NRS-FRIENDLY 
Hearing or speech impaired?  
Call via the National Relay Service  
on 133 677

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF  
PEOPLE AND COUNTRY 
The City of Fremantle acknowledges 
the Whadjuk people as the Traditional 
Owners of the greater Fremantle/
Walyalup area and we recognise that 
their cultural and heritage beliefs are still 
important today.

CONNECT WITH YOUR CITY 
       facebook.com/cityoffremantle
       instagram.com/cityoffremantle
       twitter.com/cityoffremantle
       youtube.com/cityoffremantle

linkedin.com/company/ 
city-of-fremantle

Alternate formats available upon request

Cover: Fun times with Buster It's All About Play 
sessions at the Fremantle Arts Centre.  
Img cr. Cassie Gunthorpe
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