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breaking cover
War is horrible: so horrible, without it we would not know ourselves.
Don Watson, The Monthly, February, 2014

Breaking Cover is an exhibition of 
artworks drawn from the City’s 
Collections by artists who have served 
with the military in times of war. Rather 
than a pictorial record of wartime 
subjects, this exhibition represents their 
practice in peacetime, uncovering the 
intrinsic role that art making played in 
restoration of the artists’ wellbeing in 
their post-war lives. 
–

The exhibition is an eclectic mix of artworks 
by significant WA and national artists, some 
of whom brushed with military roles only 
briefly, while others endured events more 
profoundly and continue to deal with their 
traumatic injuries. A number of the artworks 
are an insight into the artist’s ongoing 
healing process and provide evidence that 
art making yields a rich and sophisticated 
framework through which to decipher the 
impact of catastrophic experiences.

Breaking Cover presents artworks by six artists 
who turned to art making after military service 
and who took up further training to develop 
significant careers and national reputations. 
Included in this group are Ray Beattie, John 
Coburn, RJ Dorizzi, Cyril Lander, Brian McKay, 
Guy Grey-Smith and Trevor Woodward.

The selection also represents a group of artists 
commissioned as Official Australian War Artists, 
some of whom were appointed when they were 
already on active service. Official War Artists 
included here covered both World Wars, the 
Korean conflict and a peace keeping mission to 
the Solomon Islands in 2009.  

Additional artworks from the City’s Collections 
are included in this exhibition in recognition 
of this time of remembrance of wars past and 
present. They are a portrait sketch of a WWl 
soldier by Kathleen O’Connor, whose brother 
Roderick was killed on the western front in 1917 
and two sombre photographs by Jewish exile 
Abraham (‘Izzy’) Orloff, of the attending crowd 
at the unveiling of the North Fremantle Fallen 
Soldiers Memorial in August 1923.

Cover Image: Brian McKay AM (1926-2014), St Tropez, 2007, oil paint on etched and sealed aluminium, 110 x 77.5 cm (detail). Courtesy the Artist’s Estate



list of works
Artworks are from the City of Fremantle Art Collection unless otherwise stated, listed 

alphabetically. Image and/or framed dimensions are given as height by width in centimetres. 

Ray Beattie (1949-)
Knife No.1 (Blade series), 1976
etching, aquatint, foil and flocking ed.20
72.4 x 50.3cm
purchased 1976

George Benson (1886-1960)  
Western sand dunes, undated
watercolour 
36.2 x 53.3cm image
66 x 83.5cm framed
Claude Hotchin Bequest 1958

George Benson (1886-1960)
Deep quarry, undated
watercolour 
32 x 39.5cm image
63.2 x 68.2cm framed
Claude Hotchin Bequest 1958

Arthur Merrick Boyd (1920-1999)
Jinker on a sand bank, 1978
lithograph ed. 41/100
46 x 61cm image
68.5 x 81.9cm framed
purchased with assistance from Mr K Myer 1978

Penleigh Boyd (1890-1923)
My neighbour, undated
oil paint on canvas
59.5 x 49.5cm image
73.5 x 63.5cm framed
Claude Hotchin Bequest 1958

John Coburn (1925-2006)
Summer Festival, 1971
acrylic paint on linen
71.5 x 91.5cm image
75.5 x 103.5cm framed
donated by Harold Schenberg 1995

Allon Francis Cook (1907-1971)
The red hill pits, 1958 
oil paint on plywood
49.4 x 71.5cm image
59.5 x 82cm framed
Claude Hotchin Bequest 1958

eX De Medici (1959-)
It’s a global world, 2008
etching and aquatint ed.18/50
59 x 41.2cm
purchased 2009

RJ Dorizzi (1948-)
Wife of a hired gun, 1968
etching A/P 
20 x 14cm
gift of the artist 2014

RJ Dorizzi (1948-)
Wire, 1972
etching A/P
25 x 18.7cm
purchased 2014

RJ Dorizzi (1948-)
Jem et Tim, 1972
etching A/P
29.6 x 22.3cm
purchased 2014

Guy Grey-Smith (1916-1981)
South of Roebourne, 1961
oil paint on masonite 
101.5 x 75.5cm image
118 x 92.5cm framed
purchased 1978
 
Louis Kahan (1905-2002)
Self portrait, 1975
etching ed. 9/30
25 x 17.6cm
donated by R Heymans 2008

Cyril Lander (1892-1983)
Stirling Range landscape, undated
oil paint on masonite 
60 x 80.3cm image
72.5 x 93cm framed
Claude Hotchin Bequest 1958

Cyril Lander (1892-1983)
Old women’s home, Fremantle, undated  
watercolour and ink
35.3 x 49.8cm
purchased 1981

Brian McKay (1926-2014)
St Tropez, 2007
oil paint on etched aluminium 
110 x 78cm
purchased 2007

Sidney Nolan (1917-1992)
Inferno V, 1967
screenprint ed. 2/70
75.8 x 61cm
donated by Dr D Kagi 1988

Frank Norton (1916-1983)
Boats and hills, Japan, 1958 
oil paint on masonite
55 x 69.7cm image
66 x 80.7cm framed
Claude Hotchin Bequest 1958

Frank Norton (1916-1983)
Fremantle from East Street Jetty, 1963 
oil paint on masonite
45 x 60cm image
61.5 x 76.5cm framed
purchased 2010

Kathleen Laetitia O’Connor (1876-1968)
Soldier of the first war 1914-18, undated
charcoal and graphite 
51.5 x 41.5cm
donated by the artist’s family 1978 

Abraham (Izzy) Orloff (1891-1981)
His Worship the Mayor at the unveiling of the North 
Fremantle Fallen Soldiers Memorial, 1923 
silver gelatin photograph
63 x 78cm framed
City of Fremantle Civic Collection 

Abraham (Izzy) Orloff (1891-1981)
His Excellency the Governor at the unveiling of the North 
Fremantle Fallen Soldiers Memorial, 1923 
silver gelatin photograph
70.5 x 85cm framed
City of Fremantle Civic Collection 

Septimus Power (1877-1951)
Summer afternoon, undated
oil paint on canvas
49 x 59cm image
68.6 x 78.5cm framed
Claude Hotchin Bequest 1958

Ernest Philpot (1906-1985)
Ballet, undated
oil paint on masonite 
90 x 119cm image
100 x 129.2cm framed
Claude Hotchin Bequest 1958

Peter James Quinn (1869-1951)
Portrait of an old Irish lady, 1891
oil paint on canvas on masonite 
50 x 40cm image
69.5 x 60cm framed
Claude Hotchin Bequest 1958

Max Ragless (1901-1981)
Kiewa Valley, 1947
oil paint on canvas
50 x 75cm image
63 x 88.5cm framed
Claude Hotchin Bequest 1958

Sir Arthur Streeton (1867-1943)
A church in Essex, undated
watercolour 
34.4 x 49cm image
65.8 x 72.2cm framed
Claude Hotchin Bequest 1958

Trevor Woodward (1946-)
While Nero burned, 1989
pastel on paper  
73.5 x 53.5cm image
92 x 71cm framed
commissioned for Fremantle Arts Review 1989

Trevor Woodward (1946-)
What for, no more, where’s the door, 2009
oil paint on canvas  
154 x 231cm
Loan from the Artist’s Collection

Brian Yates (1946-2014)
Anzacs on parade, 1978
gouache and pastel
73 x 101cm image
91.3 x 120 framed
purchased with assistance 
from Mr K Myer 1978
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