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Mayor’s message

The 2011–12 budget has a strong emphasis on reinvigorating the
economic strength of the city as well as building on our urban
renewal and environmental sustainability policies.
I’m therefore pleased to be able to report that we will be spending
over $16.6m, or around 30% of overall rates revenue, to increase
the standard of infrastructure within the city and to revitalise
Fremantle as a vibrant economic and social centre.
Although budget expenditure came in slightly higher than council
expected, council believes this strong investment is vital to ensure
Fremantle regains its status as Perth’s second city and to build on its
economic and cultural significance in Western Australia.
Council adopted its new strategic plan a little over a year ago
and in the first year has laid very strong foundations for the
future economic growth and sustainability of the city. This includes
the adoption of an economic development strategy, cultural
development strategy, east end planning scheme amendment, and
council is currently considering planning scheme amendments
recommended by the City Centre Strategic Site Working Group for
City Central.
The 2011–12 budget builds strongly on these foundations, allocating
significant funding to implement these important strategies.
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The capital component of the budget has allocated funding to key
projects throughout the City and its suburbs including:
• $2m for Bathers Beach conservation works
• $700,000 to upgrade Fremantle Leisure Centre pools
• $640,000 for a pavilion upgrade at the Dick Lawrence Oval
• $1m for development of Leighton kiosk
• $300,000 to improve Queen Victoria Hall
• $160,000 to establish community safety rangers
• $500,000 to decontaminate Booyeembara Park
• $100,000 to re–establish the oval at Cantonment Hill
• $400,000 for further conservation work at Fremantle Markets
• $150,000 for the establishment of a solar PV system at the
Queensgate building
• $600,000 for a re–roofing program at the Film and Television
Institute
• $250,000 to upgrade South Beach toilets.
This is an ambitious and forward thinking budget and one that
invests strongly in Fremantle’s future as a sustainable regional
centre that will provide better services and amenities for residents
and businesses.
There is a good spread of projects across all of Fremantle, which I
and your councillors believe will significantly benefit our community.

Dr Brad Pettitt
Fremantle Mayor
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Key projects

$1.2m

Bathers Beach
conservation

Queen Victoria
Street upgrade

$2.0m

Economic
development
initiatives

$1.0m

$1.0m
Leighton Beach
kiosk (over
two years)

Fremantle
Leisure Centre
50 metre pool
refurbishment

$700k
$640k

Dick
Lawrence
Oval pavilion
Film and
Television
Institute roof

$400k
Fremantle
Markets
conservation
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$600k

$300k

Implementation
of stage 2
CCTV

Bike plan

$390k
$300k
Victoria Hall
refurbishment
Leighton
Beach
boardwalk

South Beach
toilets

$250k

$250k

North
Fremantle hall
refurbishment

$110k
Gordon
Dedman
skate park

$200k

Cantonment
Hill master
plan works

$100k
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Budget at a glance
Total revenue 2011-12
46% Rates
32% Fees and charges
6% Operating grants
5% Capital grants
3% Interest earnings
3% Loans
3% Transfer from reserves
1% Other revenue
1% Sale of assets
0% Self support loans
0% Service charges
Total: $71,000,100
These include all anticipated income sources for the 2011–12 year.

Total expenditure with capital 2011-12
37% Employees
26% Materials and contracts
17% Capital works
12% Depreciation
2% Transfers to reserves
2% Utility charges
2% Other
1% Insurance
1% Interest
Total: $79,000,000 (including depreciation)
All anticipated expenditure areas for 2011–12 year.
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Operating expenditure 2011-12
45% Employees
32% Materials and contracts
15% Depreciation
3% Utility charges
2% Insurance
2% Other
1% Interest

Total: $64,000,000
All anticipated expenditure associated with day to day operations.

Differential rate mix
53% Residential
19% Industrial
18% CBD
10% Commercial

Total: $ 32,587,100
These include the contribution to rate income according to
property use.
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City of Fremantle Strategic
Plan 2010–15
In July 2010, council adopted the strategic plan which identified
seven key strategic imperatives to help guide the allocation of
funds for future projects and initiatives. The strategic imperatives
are necessary for Fremantle to be recognised as a unique city of
cultural and economic significance.
To download a copy of the strategic plan visit the City’s website
under ‘strategic and key documents’.

Economic development
Implementation of the economic development
strategy 2011–15 to attract investment into the
city centre, providing additional residence, retail and office
floor space; through active facilitation, a planning scheme
amendment and strong collaborative arrangements with the
Western Australian Government.

Urban renewal & integration
The Minister for Planning approved a local
planning scheme amendment for the east end
precinct on 1 July 2011, increasing the maximum building
height limits. This will allow the City to pursue high quality
residential development close to the city centre.

Climate change & environmental
protection
Capital initiatives include solar PV and lighting
upgrades in the City’s administration building and the roll
out of larger domestic recycling bins. The City will also
continue its monthly tours of our sustainable house,
free architect consults and regular Living Smart courses.
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Transport
Alternative forms of transport will be further
supported with new bike lanes to be installed
around the city centre and upgrades to existing bicycle paths
and facilities. An exit from the northern end of Fishing Boat
Harbour to Marine Terrace will also be constructed.

Character
An extra $140,000 per year will be spent on arts
and culture in Fremantle targeting four key strategic
action areas: a festival city, infrastructure, public art and
heritage. There is an increase in funds for activities, services
and events for youth, seniors and aboriginal people.

Community & safety
Community safety plan initiatives include the CBD
Safety and Liaison Patrol, installation of an additional
14 CCTV cameras, and continual support of the
Office of Crime Prevention programs such as “Keep
our Kids in School” and “Eyes on the Street”.

Capability
The creation of a new 10 year budget will allow
the City to plan more effectively for longer term projects
and initiatives. A governance team has been established to
review the City’s governance documents and develop a new
intranet and extranet to assist elected members.
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City services
The City provides the following services to help maintain the
residential, commercial and safety environment of the city.

Building services
Assistance can be provided on building and demolition
licences, front fences, private swimming pools, retaining walls,
safety inspections and structural and fire strata titles. The team
can also guide you through the approval process, definitions,
fees, setbacks and height limits for various types of buildings.

Community safety
The City’s ranger services deal with various issues including
dog control, illegal dumping and off–road vehicles. The City is
also involved in numerous community safety initiatives such as
Eyes on the Street, Burglar Beware, Closed Circuit Television
(CCTV), Nyoongar Patrol, FreoWATCH and Residential
Security Appraisal.

Environmental health
In accordance with statutory obligations and council policies
and procedures, the City’s team ensure a high standard of
environmental and public health is maintained throughout
the city including: food safety, recreational water quality,
air quality, public buildings and lodging houses, infectious
disease investigation and control, alcohol management,
contaminated site management, noise control, effluent
disposal, skin penetration/beauty therapy/hairdressing
premises, pest control and health promotion.
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Household waste and collection
The City’s waste management and recycling services include
a weekly refuse collection, bulk and green waste collection
four times a year, recycling program (the City is a member
of the South Metropolitan Regional Council) and hazardous
household waste recycling.

Planning
The City’s planning team can provide you with advice and
information on planning matters including the planning
approval process, erection or construction of any building or
structure, building alterations or additions and excavation work.

Transport and parking
The city contains a wide range of sustainable transport
and parking services including the free Fremantle CAT
bus, Fremantle train and bus port, free bike hire service
and bicycle parking throughout the CBD. The City has also
allocated two free parking bays for electric vehicles to
park and charge at the Queensgate carpark. Regular long
and short-term parking and universal access car parks are
available throughout the city.

For more information on the City’s services visit
www.fremantle.wa.gov.au or contact the customer
service centre on 08 9432 9999.
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Community services
The City offers a variety of community services and facilities
including Buster the Fun Bus, Community Legal Centre, Fre–Info
Community Information Service, Fremantle Volunteer Centre,
Moores Contemporary Art Gallery and Samson Recreation
Centre. Some of the other services provided by the City include:

Fremantle Arts Centre
With over 150,000 visitors a year, FAC is one of WA’s most
dynamic multi–arts organisations, offering a rich cultural
program of exhibitions, residencies, art courses, music and
events on a historic site. FAC has a beautiful shop with the
finest WA–made wares and a café. FAC also manages the
Moores Contemporary Art Gallery Building on Henry Street
in the west end. For more information visit www.fac.org.au

Fremantle City Library
Fremantle City Library is a joint enterprise between the City
of Fremantle, Town of East Fremantle and the Library Board
of Western Australia. Membership is available to all Western
Australian residents, and allows you to enjoy books, CDs,
DVDs, internet access, the local history collection, children’s
library, story time, toy library, and events for children and adults.

Fremantle Community Care
This service provides support to older adults and people with
a disability to maximise wellbeing, support and independence.
Services include Dial–a–Ride, Freo Connections, Freo Club
and podiatry.
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Fremantle Leisure Centre
The leisure centre offers a range of health and fitness
programs to help members achieve an active and healthy
lifestyle at any age. The centre includes four heated swimming
pools, gym, café, crèche and the Swim ‘n Gym Shop. The
leisure centre also caters for parties and functions.

Justice of the Peace
The Fremantle Justice of the Peace is located in the arcade of
the Fremantle Town Hall Centre from 9.30 am–4.00 pm
Monday to Friday and handles a range of duties and
responsibilities – most commonly witnessing of documents
such as passport applications and wills.

The Meeting Place
The Meeting Place (TMP) is a community learning centre
providing a variety of courses and programs to inspire and
motivate lifelong learning to the Fremantle community.
TMP is a sustainable house and regularly runs retrofit tours,
demonstrating how you can adopt energy saving ideas for
your home.

For more information on the City’s community services visit
www.fremantle.wa.gov.au or contact the customer service
centre on 08 9432 9999.
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Rating information
Pensioner/senior concessions
Property owner(s) who receive a pension and who hold a
Pensioner Concession Card or State Concession Card or hold
both a Seniors Card and a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card
may be entitled to:
• A concession up to 50% off current rates, levies and/or charges or
forgo this concession and defer the current rates and levies only.
• Deferral is only applicable where a property owner(s) is/are
eligible for a “full” concession with payment of any deferrals
required where a change in property circumstances, such as
strata titling, ownership and/or occupation, occurs.
Property owner(s) that hold a Seniors Card may be entitled to:
• A concession up to 25% off current rates, levies and/or
charges, limited to a maximum of $257.45 on rates and $70.00
on the Emergency Services levy.
Eligibility for any concession or deferral is subject to the property
owner(s) residing in the property at the 1 July of any rating year,
full payment on or before the 30 June of the rating year of the
pensioner/senior’s portion of the current rates/levies and/or charges
and/or commencement of an acceptable payment program on any
arrears. Payments under such a program must be paid in addition to
the current rates, levies and/or charges to claim a concession.
Concession applications may be made at www.watercorporation.
com.au by following the links to concessions or by contacting
1300 659 951 or in person at the City. Any concession will be
pro-rated from the lodgement date of an approved application
with the Water Corporation or the City.
Note: A penalty of $1,000 is applicable should a claim be made for a
pensioner/senior concession when ineligible for such a concession.

Minimum payment
The City sets a minimum payment to ensure that each property
contributes a minimum amount towards the services, upgrading
and maintenance of the municipality. The minimum payment also
reflects that the cost of a standard rubbish collection is basically
the same for each property.
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Rating information
Specified area rates
Security Service: a safety and security strategy for a specified area
of the Fremantle CBD that is bounded by Parry Street, South
Terrace, Suffolk Street, Fishing Boat Harbour (west of Mews Road)
and along the coast to Bathers Beach, Fleet Street, Phillimore
Street and Elder Place.
Underground Power Chalmers/Knutsford Streets: to fund costs
associated with provision of underground power to properties in
Chalmers and Knutsford Streets, Fremantle including interest on
borrowings used to finance the project.
Leighton precinct maintenance: to fund the above normal costs
associated with maintaining the higher standard of the landscaping
of the Leighton residential area.

Waste charges
With the exception of residential rate exempt properties the City
includes the waste charge applicable to a single standard service
collection within each property’s rate levy. Residential rate exempt
properties will incur a waste charge which will be $446.00.

Objects and reasons for differential rates and
minimum payment
For the 2011–2012 financial year, the City has five (5) differential
rates namely, “general rate”, “city centre commercial”, “nightclubs”,
“undeveloped CBD zone property” and “vacant residential land”:
City centre commercial differential rate
On 1 July 2008 the City took over management of the Fremantle
First brand and introduced a differential rate to fund the
management, administration and delivery of marketing activities
aimed at enhancing the economic and social viability, and the general
amenity, of the Fremantle Commercial Business District (CBD) and
environs. After the successful establishment of a comprehensive
CBD marketing program over a two year period, council, from
the 2010–11 financial year, shifted the focus of the expenditure of
the city centre commercial differential rate revenue to economic
development activities that build the strength and sustainability of
business, retail and commercial sectors of the CBD and environs.
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Rating information
The rate is applicable to all commercial businesses located
within the boundaries of the city centre zone and the abutting
metropolitan regional reserves being areas bounded by Parry Street,
Norfolk Street and including those businesses located in Fremantle
Fishing Boat and Challenger Harbours and on Victoria Quay.
The activities to be undertaken with the city centre commercial
differential rate revenue in the 2011–12 financial year will be
aligned to the CBD and environs focused economic development
strategic imperatives in the City of Fremantle Strategic Plan
2010–2015 and the similarly focused actions in the Fremantle
Economic Development Strategy 2011–2015.
In 2011–2012 it is estimated an additional $283,500 will be raised
from this differential rate compared to what would have been
raised from a general differential rate.
Nightclubs differential rate
Nightclubs that operate to the early hours of the morning present
numerous challenges to the community and council in the level of
resources that are required to maintain the amenity of the area
where the nightclubs are located and deal with the behaviour
of the nightclub patrons both prior to arrival and on departure
from the clubs. These issues cover: noise complaints, vandalism,
increased street sweeping and cleaning costs, unsociable behaviour,
facilitating safe access to public transport and taxis for all visitors
to the city including nightclub patrons and CCTV surveillance.
Due the increased costs directly and indirectly linked to the
operation of these premises, council is setting a differential rate
that is double the general differential rate so that nightclubs
that remain open after 2.00 am make an additional contribution
towards those costs that are incurred in maintaining the amenity
in proximity to the nightclubs and the monitoring of peoples
behaviours within the vicinity.
Undeveloped CBD zone property differential rate
Land which is located in the CBD zone of the local planning
scheme that is not fit for purpose or is vacant or does not have
significant building development on site of more than 20% of the
site area will have a undeveloped CBD zone property differential
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Rating information
rate applied to it. The criteria for this differential are property
located within the city centre zone under LPS4 which is either:
a) Unfit for occupancy or use for its intended purpose by virtue
of the deterioration of the condition of existing buildings on
the land, or
b) Vacant or developed with buildings which occupy 20% or
less of the site area, excepting where a current valid planning
approval and building license exists for the development of the
land to occupy greater than 20% of the site area.
Vacant residential land differential rate
Under the Valuation of Land Act 1978 (VLA) land for which an
active rental market doesn’t exist is required to be valued on a
prescribed percentage of capital value. Until recently only one
prescribed percentage has been allowed and that was set at 5%
in 1979. Land Valuation Services reports that owners of vacant
residential land have increasingly expressed their concern about
higher GRV’s on their land than those that applied to neighbouring
improved properties. New regulations under the VLA will apply
from 1 July 2011 and will apply a single rate of 3% to all residential
vacant land while the existing 5% will continue to apply to all
remaining vacant land (i.e. commercial and industrial).
The City of Fremantle considers the development of vacant
rateable land in the best interests of the community and the value
of rates paid for vacant land should be consistent for all types
of vacant land. Therefore as a consequence of the reduction in
the prescribed rate for residential vacant land from 1 July 2011,
a vacant residential land differential rate is being introduced
to produce rate assessment value for vacant residential land
equivalent to what a prescribed percentage of 5% would have
produced. On this basis, all vacant property owners would be
rated consistently.
General differential rate
The general differential applies to all properties that are not
specifically covered by the city centre commercial differential
rate, nightclubs differential rate, undeveloped CBD zone property
differential rate or the vacant residential land differential rate.
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Financial help
The Fremantle Community Legal Centre provides free financial
information and support to families and individuals living within
the City of Fremantle. Financial counsellors can assist with enabling
clients to understand and control their own financial situation.
Advice can be provided on:
• What to do if you cannot pay your bills, fines or debts
• Bankruptcy
• Advocacy and/or negotiating on your behalf
• Assisting you with consumer credit issues
• Referring you to an organisation which may be able to assist
you further
• Policies and laws relating to bills, fines and debts
• Assisting you to work out payment arrangements with creditors
• Money management skills
• Consumer rights and responsibilities.
The City’s financial counsellors will not provide you with
investment or legal advice or provide advice on what action you
should take.

Contact
Fremantle Community Legal Centre
Shop 11, 10 William Street, Fremantle
T 08 9432 9790
F 08 9432 9794
E fclc@fremantle.wa.gov.au

Opening hours
Monday to Friday 8.30 am – 4.30 pm
Monday and Wednesday evenings by appointment only.
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Payment information
Payment of rates, levies and/or any charges can be made either in
one payment or via instalments where the first payment is paid by
the initial due date. The following methods are accepted at the City:

Telephone
City’s biller code: 93708

Internet
Visit the City’s website under ‘payments’

BPay
City’s biller code: 93708

Australia Post
Pay via EFTPOS, cash, cheque, MasterCard or
Visa Card

Mail
Using a cheque or money order to City’s
postal address

In person
Pay via EFTPOS, cash, cheque, MasterCard or
Visa Card at the City’s cashier office.
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Elected members
Dr Brad Pettitt – term exp Oct 2013
Planning services committee
Strategic and general services committee
Library advisory committee

Mayor
1

2

2: Cr Doug Thompson (deputy mayor) –
term exp Oct 2013
Strategic and general services committee

North ward
1

2

2

2

2

South ward

1: Cr Bill Massie – term exp Oct 2011
Planning services committee
2: Cr Sam Wainwright – term exp Oct 2013
Strategic and general services committee
Library advisory committee

Hilton ward
1

1: Cr John Dowson – term exp Oct 2011
Planning services committee
2: Cr Dave Coggin – term exp Oct 2013
Strategic and general services committee
Library advisory committee

East ward
1

1: Cr Donna Haney – term exp Oct 2011
Strategic and general services committee
Library advisory committee
2: Cr Tim Grey-Smith – term exp Oct 2013
Planning services committee

City ward
1

1: Cr John Alberti – term exp Oct 2011
Strategic and general services committee
Library advisory committee
2: Cr Josh Wilson – term exp Oct 2013
Planning services committee

Beaconsfield ward
1

1: Cr Robert Fittock – term exp Oct 2011
Planning services committee

2

1: Cr Georgie Adeane – term exp Oct 2011
Strategic and general services committee
Library advisory committee
2: Cr Andrew Sullivan – term exp Oct 2013
Planning services committee

