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CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

INTRODUCTION
DESIGN INTENT
The Cantonment Hill Master Plan project offers the
opportunity to activate a significant yet under-utilised
site within central Fremantle. The site requires extensive
upgrades and investment to achieve its rightful
position as a sustainable place of interest for both
visitors and locals.
The site analysis and opportunities and constraints
report reveal the high level of complexity evident
within this small pocket of land. These complexities and
challenges should be viewed positively as by nature
they also reveal a multitude of possible attractions.
The relationship of the local indigenous people with this
pocket of land is significant and well documented.
The Naval Store and Signal Station buildings, although
run down, are significant landmark buildings which are
the gateway to the City of Fremantle when arriving from
the north of the river over the Queen Victoria Bridge.
We have researched similar building types and
locations and have conducted an extensive review
of the buildings on the site, and both processes have
highlighted the limited opportunities for development
due to the existing heritage constraints. In determining
appropriate re-use of the buildings, we need to explore
innovative ways of selectively altering the building
fabric to offer wider re-use options. As we test different
ideas of usage we will require ongoing input from local,
state and Commonwealth heritage organisations.
Our main objective in understanding the site will be to
engage with its multiple histories and offer suggestions
to how these stories might be shared with the broader
community.

T H E M A ST E R P L A N N I N G P R O C E S S
The City of Fremantle established the Cantonment Hill
Master Planning Working Group with the purpose of
delivering a Master Plan for Cantonment Hill Reserve
that incorporates the following objectives:
• ensure adequate protection of the Aboriginal/		
European heritage significance
•
identify opportunities for community use and 		
access to the site
•
protect the area in terms of its natural and built
features and protection of community values
•
establish a program for ongoing maintenance 		
and on-going management options
•
identify funding strategies and stages to be 		
delivered, including sources of external funding
where possible
•
be consistent with the City of Fremantle’s 		
strategic plan
•
meet the criteria of being clear, concise, realistic
(achievable), and
•
fulfill all statutory obligations (Project).
The Working Group was established on 19 April, 2010
and is made up of eight members:
•
two elected members
•
one community representative with a heritage 		
interest
•
one community representative with an Aboriginal
interest
•
one representative from the Army Museum; and
•
three community representatives with interest,
knowledge or experience in landscape master 		
planning, environmental science or natural areas.

The Working Group has met formally and informally
on a number of occasions to progress the planning for
the site and has also consulted the views of the local
community on a number of occasions, including local
street meetings, a site visit and online survey.
In June 2011, the Working Group selected from a
competitive tender process CODA to prepare this Draft
Master Plan document.

FUNDING
There is currently $130,000 available for improvements
to the Project Area, which is cash in lieu of public open
space as a result of an adjacent development. These
funds are to be used for physical improvements.
These funds will not be sufficient to pay for all the
improvements required to implement the Master Plan
and will require a staged implementation approach
spanning over several years. The Master Plan Report
identifies the most appropriate use for the $130,000
to maximise the benefit of Cantonment Hill to the
community in the short-term and as part of a longer
term implementation and prioritisation strategy. In
order for any works to occur on Cantonment Hill,
consent from the Minister for Indigenous Affairs under
section 18 of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 must
obtained.
Given the significance of the site, it is expected that
other longer term funding opportunities might come
from the City of Fremantle, Lotteries Commission, other
Federal and State bodies, local community fundraising,
corporate sponsorship and potential on-site commercial
activities within the existing buildings (if permissible).
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ZONING
Cantonment Hill is zoned Open Space under the City of Fremantle Local Planning Scheme No. 4
(LPS) as shown in the map below. The Local Planning Scheme No. 4 text designates the uses that
can occur within the Project Area (see Section 3 of the LPS). These uses are generally limited
to community uses (not residential, commercial or industrial) except for some uses, such as
restaurant or exhibition facilities. Planning approval must be obtained from the City for all uses.
The City has the discretion to refuse a use. Additional uses may also be approved for the Project
Area under the LPS. No uses have been approved to date.

H E R I TA G E
Cantonment Hill is recognized to have indigenous heritage significance due to its location on a prominent hill
close to the mouth of the Swan River. At least one indigenous site is registered over the Project Area (#3419
Fremantle: Cantonment Hill) and eight more sites are located within 2km.
Cantonment Hill also has significant European heritage and, together with the Army Museum and Defence
Housing areas shown above, has the following registrations:
•
National Trust (September 1980);
•
Register of the National Estate (October 1982);
•
Heritage Council of WA (Permanent - September 1997);
STIRLING
•
Fremantle Heritage Municipal Inventory (October 2000); and
•
Commonwealth Heritage List (June 2004).
BRIDGE
Lot 50 of the Project Area is also nominated as a Bush Forever site under the State Governments draft Statement
of Planning Policy No.2.8: Bushland Policy for the Perth Metropolitan Region. Lot 50 is nominated as Bush
Forever site number 490.
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LAND TENURE
On 29 July, 2010 the City of Fremantle purchased the freehold of Lot 602 from the Department of
Defence, which includes the buildings known as the Naval Store, the Signal Station, a cleared oval
area and portions of natural bushland.
The purchase of the site was the culmination of many years of lobbying by the local community to
prevent the surplus site being sold for residential development.
Cantonment Hill is comprised of Lot 602 and Lot 50 .
Lot 50 is known as Cantonment Hill Reserve and has been owned by the City in freehold since
1963.

L A N D T E N U R E D E TA I L S

TITLE DETAILS

AREA

REGISTERED
OWNER

REGISTERED ENCUMBRANCES

Lot 602 0n Diagram 65638
being the whole of Certificate
of Title Volume 2747 Folio 159
(freehold).

1.4675 ha City of Fremantle Heritage of WA Memorial
G520260 Right of Carriageway
Easement Burden – see DP
65368 Restrictive Covenant
L397142 Caveat L397143

Lot 50 on Diagram 28219 being 0.8432 ha City of Fremantle None
the whole of the land Certificate
of Title Volume 1269 Folio 207
(freehold). City of Fremantle
None. Total 2.31ha
TOTAL

2.31 ha

602
Naval Store
Oval

Cave

604

50

Defence Houses

Look Out

Site

603

Private House
Signal Station

602
Defence Houses

600

601
Army Museum

COVENANT
The restrictive covenant registered over Lot 602 prevents the City of Fremantle from changing the
Town Planning Scheme zoning from Local Scheme Reserve Open Space without the Commonwealth
Government’s consent. This effectively means that Lot 602 must be used for public open space and
community facility purposes accommodating the range of permitted recreation and leisure activities
pursuant to the City of Fremantle’s Local Planning Scheme No.4.
The caveat is an absolute caveat to Commonwealth Government as equitable mortgagee pursuant
to the contract of sale. This means that nothing can be registered on the title without the
Commonwealth Governments consent. There is a general right of carriageway over the driveway
which extends from Burt Street to just before the end of Lot 600 (the Defence Houses on Queen
Victoria Street) for the benefit of Lots 600 and 601 (Army Museum and Defence Housing sites).
There is currently no reticulation on the oval and there is no bore supply. It is unclear where the
mains connection points and what would be required to reticulate the oval. The Naval Store and
Signal Station buildings have water, sewer and power connections.

LAND TENURE
Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
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H I STO RY
INDIGENOUS
LANDSCAPE
EUROPEAN
Whadju is the traditional name of
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On Sundays, when the male
aboriginal prisoners on Wadjemup
(Rottnest Island)did not work. They
communicate with their women
on the mainland with fire and the
women respond from Cantonment
Hill.
Fires are lit to guide the prisoners’
escape back to the mainland (DIA
3775 Fremantle: Cantonment Hill)

1866
Convict labour is used to build
the first bridge over the river at
Fremantle.
1877
Limestone is quarried on
Cantonment Hill

1881
Perth – Fremantle railway opens
1891
Fremantle Mayor makes an
application for the vesting of a
number of reserves ‘for the use
and the benefit of the Town’.
Among sites chosen is ‘Between
Cantonment road & Tuckfield St.
known as the “Look out” on the
Cantonment Hill’.
1892
Lot 1367 is vested to the town of
Fremantle ‘for the purpose of public
garden”.
1897
Fremantle Harbour opens with the
arrival of SS Sultan.

Early 1900s
Work is carried out after the
Cantonment Hill’s vesting as a
public garden. Native shrubbery is
cleared from the site and dirt tracks
are made.
The hill is used for fireworks on Guy
Fawkes Night (5 November)
Lot 1367 and Lot 1368 are used for
grazing.
1907
Sale of land to defence.
1909/10
Artillery Barracks under
construction at Cantonment Hill
1914-16
Troops embark from Fremantle for
WWI. The port is use for naval and
military purposes.
1919
Bloody Sunday. A lumper named
Tom Edwards is shot in a waterfront
industrial dispute. (4 May)

1920

1880

1860

1830. Robert Dale. A View in Western
Australia on the Left Bank of the Swan
River

1900

1899. Teachers taking students on a walk
to the hill’s summit

1840

PRE -1800s

1827
the hill
James Stirling aboard the HMS
Dwerda Weeardinup (place of dingo Success surveys the Swan River with
spirit) is the name of a mineral
a view to settlement.
spring nearby and also becomes the 1829
name of the hill
Charles Fremantle lands near mouth
Walyarup (sea eagle’s nest) also
of the Swan River and claims the
used for the site
land for Britain. (May 2)
James Stirling officially proclaims
The hill is used as a ceremonial,
the territory of Western Australia.
mythological, plant resource, camp (June 18)
and named place.
Perth is founded (August 12)
Becomes a major camping area,
1829/30
part of a greater trail and a site for Cantonment Hill takes its name from
communication with fire.
the military cantonment situated in
its vicinity. A popular vantage point
for locals, visitors and artists.
1830
The hill is the intended location of
a fort.
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H I STO RY

M I L I TA RY

View of operations desk inside the Signal
Station

1960

1940

1920

Signal Station

1981
Portion of Cantonment Hill receives
a System Six recommendation
from the Environmental Protection
Authority, advising the preservation
of the historical significance of the
site.
1982-97
Christian Brother’s College Primary
School takes over the Sisters’ lease
of the Tuckfield oval and carries out
extensive works at the site.
1982
CBC school reticulates the playing
field, the side of the hill is cut to
create a level, flat surface for the
playing field. Limestone rocks and
natural vegetation are removed and
a cyclone fence is erected around
the oval.
1992
Development of an overall
Management Plan for the
Cantonment Hill precinct.
1997
Artillery Barracks and
Fremantle Harbour Signal Station
is entered into the State Register of
Heritage Places.
A community based Cantonment
Hill Residents Action Group lobbies
for the site to return to the City
according to the original gift and its
restoration and retention as public
property with full public access.
Lot 50 of the project area was
nominated as a Bush Forever site.

2000
The Defence Department’s
plan to dispose of the Cantonment
Hill are announced.
2000
CHRAG and Army Museum mount
major community campaign to keep
site in public hands. Thousands
attend two major rallies, attracting
national media. This site was very
hard fought for and the campaign
was successful in securing the site
for public use.
2001
Federal Government plans to
purchase Cantonment Hill through
the Centenary of Federation
Fund and gift the site to the State
Government.
2010
The City of Fremantle takes
ownership of the site from the
Federal Government (July 29)
Working Group established (April).
2011
CODA is commissioned by the City
of Fremantle to develop the Master
Plan (June).

2020

View on Cantonment Hill from the east

1964
Fremantle Port Authority Building,
Fremantle Passenger Terminal and
North Fremantle Grain Silos are all
completed.
The Cantonment Hill Signal Station
is superseded by a new station in
the Port Authority Building.
New rail bridge (upriver from
original bridge) opens.
1969
The first container ship, Encounter
Bay, arrives at Fremantle Harbour
(28 March)
Official opening of first container
berth (29 March)
1974
Stirling Traffic bridge opens (17
May)
Department of Defence leases the
Tuckfield Street Open Space to the
Sister of Our Lady of the Missions
for use as a playing field.

2000

WW II
Construction of a tunnel,
underground control room and
army store at Cantonment Hill
1950s
Cantonment Hill buildings cease
to be used as military barracks but
remain under Defence control.
1956
The Port of Fremantle constructs
the existing signal station replacing
the previous signal station at
Arthur Head

1980

1922.
Fremantle Council leases a portion
of the site for recreation purposes.
1939
New traffic bridge opens.. Beginning
of Fremantle’s involvement as naval
port in WWII.
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H I STO RY

School teacher taking students on a walk to the hill’s summit, 1899

View of Cantonment Hill from the East

8

Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
F IN A L

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

H I STO RY
O P P O RT U N I T I E S :
•
•
•
•

Strengthen the indigenous spiritual and physical connection with the site through interpretive
and public art strategies.
Reinstate the site’s historical identity as a place for communication.
Use the existing buildings for heritage interpretation
Use the terrain and landscape for heritage interpretation

C O N ST R A I N TS :
•

Current heritage status restricts any modification of the external and internal elements of 		
both the Signal Station and the Naval Store.

R E C O M M E N D AT I O N :
•
•
•
Interior of Signal Station with the Port in the distance.

Use the site features to tell stories of the place and the people connected to it.
Interweave the indigenous, European, military and landscape interpretation sensitively across
the site.
Liaise with the Heritage Council of Western Australia, National Trust and Australian Heritage
Council to explore opportunities which allow the buildings to be modified, thus enabling new
and purposeful uses to exist alongside elements of heritage significance.

Signal Station under construction in 1956
Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
F INA L
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ACCESS
North Fremantle

2

North Fremantle
East
Fremantle

East
Fremantle

Palmyra
4
1

Fremantle

1km

Palmyra

Fremantle
3

2km
3km

D I STA N C E
The Fremantle CBD is between 1-2km from the site

F R E M A N T L E P O RT A U T H O R I T Y

P U B L I C T R A N S P O RT
1.
RED and Blue Fremantle Cat bus Services
2.
148 to Como / 158 to East Perth
3.
98 circle route to Murdoch - Stirling
4.
All lines depart from Fremantle Train Station

North Fremantle
North Fremantle

East
Fremantle

East
Fremantle
Palmyra

1

Palmyra

2

22

Fremantle

Fremantle
3

ROAD NETWORK
COMMERCIAL
The site is bounded by busy artillery roads and
City Centre
pedestrians must traverse a busy road to access nearby
Distance: 1.5 km
POS (Glasson Park) or the river P.O.S
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P U B L I C O P E N S PA C E
1.
2.
3.

Monument Hill
Royal Fremantle Golf Course
Hilton Park
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ACCESS
P E D E ST R I A N A C C E S S

12

VEHICLE ACCESS

B U S H F O R E V E R PAT H

S E A L E D PAT H

The site can be accessed via public
transport, but arriving from Fremantle
City the pedestrian needs to cross the
busy Queen Victoria St and Canning
Highway intersection.

Pathway location requires review to avoid
There is two narrow sealed pathways
Limited vehicle access within Cantonment
Hill, with a locked chain link gate restricting current issue of erosion. Current Pathway in through the site, both are in poor condition.
poor condition.
the access lane to Signal Station.

Bus Stop along Queen Victoria Street

Locked gate

Track through Bush Forever

Asphalt footpath connecting Tuckfield Street to Canning Highway

Busy Queen Victoria Street

Unrestricted section of vehicle access lane

Bush Forever entry track with community input

Asphalt footpath to Army Museum (now fenced off)

Tuckfield Street, footpath on eastern side

Looking down from Signal Station to
vehicle access lane

Eroded Bush Forever track

Asphalt footpath in poor condition with adjacent
bench seat

Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
F IN A L

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

ACCESS
O P P O RT U N I T I E S :
•
•
•
•
•

Located on a major bus route along Canning Highway.
The site fronts two major access roads into Fremantle.
There is potential for the site to act as an exercise route for the surrounding community in 		
the design of new pathways and their link to surrounding suburbs.
Located between the developing North Fremantle Commercial District and Fremantle CBD.
Located in an area surrounded by residential housing. Residents currently have limited 		
direct access to public open space (P.O.S.).

C O N ST R A I N TS :
•
•
•
•
•
•
Looking east along Queen Victoria St: the bus stop and new pathways at the sites
northern perimeter allow for easy access.

•
•

Not located on the Fremantle Tourist Tram route.
Site is bound to the northern edge by a busy road (Canning Highway).
Minimal parking along Canning Highway.
Under utilised public open space due to lack of park/recreation infrastructure.
The existing topography presents pedestrians with a physical barrier to the site. Consider 		
easy access to multifunctional open spaces for all people, including the mobility impaired, 		
elderly persons, school children and people who rely on walking.
Parts of pathways crank around berms in the land and create unsafe,dark and isolated 		
passageways through the site.
Pathways to the edges of site are bound by busy roads, which are unsafe for pedestrians 		
accessing the site.
The steep gradient of the site results in little opportunity for public parking and new roads 		
and/or vehicle access

R E C O M M E N D AT I O N :
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Existing unsealed Bush Forever pathway.

Include the site in the Fremantle Tourist Tram route.
Create pedestrian routes which detour through Cantonment Hill. when travelling 			
between Fremantle Centre and North and East Fremantle.
Provide adequate park/recreation infrastructure to encourage increased local community 		
use as well as a tourist attraction.
Provide well designed pathways that can accommodate pedestrians and cyclists 			
simultaneously whilst providing a clear pathway through to Fremantle’s CBD.
To re-shape the land around pathways to provide better visual security and more obvious 		
points of access. This is a priority around the oval area and where the main paths connects 		
Tuckfield St and Queen Victoria St
Up-grade key pathways through the site so that they can be accessed by people of all ages 		
and mobility levels.
Maintaining restricted access to the Signal Station would be recommended and any parking
provided in this area would be limited to disabled bays and the required amount of staff bays
depending on the particular uses of the Signal Station. A short-term bay for drop-offs 		
and pick-ups should also be considered depending on the Signal Station use.

Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
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SOCI AL AND ECOLOGIC AL
North Fremantle

1

North Fremantle

North Fremantle
East
Fremantle

East
Fremantle

East
Fremantle

1

Palmyra
Fremantle

4

Palmyra
2

1

Fremantle

3

Fremantle

3

5
2

2

E N D E M I C V E G E TAT I O N
Cantonment Hill is one of the only two Bush Forever
sites in Fremantle.
1.
Cantonment Hill (0.9 ha)
2.
Samson Park (14 ha)
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TO P O G R A P H Y
1.
Cantonment Hill - H.P. 33.9m
2.
Monument Hill - H.P. 46m
3.
Royal Fremantle golf course - H.P. 51.8m

PLACES FOR THE COMMUNITY
1.
Fremantle Markets
2.
Fremantle Fishing Boat Harbour
3.
Maritime Museum
4.
Fremantle Arts Centre
5.
Fremantle Prison

Palmyra

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

SOCI AL AND ECOLOGIC AL
O P P O RT U N I T I E S :
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The hill is the third highest point in Fremantle, the site and has become a landmark which		
can be viewed from many points throughout the surrounding suburbs.
Elevated location at the south end of Fremantle Bridge creates high visibility of the site 		
suggesting further development as an entry statement to Fremantle.
The Bush Forever site is one of only two protected places of endemic vegetation in the City of
Fremantle.
Identify existing biodiversity corridors to ensure future development has access or links into
them.
Close proximity to Fremantle Arts Centre.
Near to Fremantle Leisure Centre and community ovals and facilities.
The Bush Forever site provides an incentive for bush walkers and nature lovers to visit the 		
site on a regular basis.

C O N ST R A I N TS :
•

View up Cantonment Hill to the Signal Station: The Signal Station can be viewed throughout
the surrounding environment reinforcing its position as a real icon or landmark within the
community.

The Bush Forever pocket is small and therefore under threat of losing biodiversity. Any		
development such as new paths or lookouts will need to be carefully planned and 			
constructed to minimise further damage.

R E C O M M E N D AT I O N :
•
•
•
•
•

High visibility of the site allows for further development as an entry statement for Fremantle.
Promote the unique location of the Bush Forever site within the City.
Look for opportunities adjacent to the project site to support the biodiversity within the Bush
Forever area.
Opportunity to reinvent the buildings for cultural uses, sharing a unique amenity with the 		
broader community.
Opportunity to link with nearby community amenity such as the Fremantle Leisure Centre 		
and Fremantle Arts Centre.

Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
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VIEW CORRIDORS
LO O K I N G O U T :

11. Perth CBD

10. Stirling Highway Bridge

9. North Bank

8. Queen Victoria St Bridge

7. Rail Bridge

5. Inner Harbour

2. Fremantle
Hospital

1. Monument Hill

22

4. Western Australia Maritime Museum

3. Fremantle City Centre

Panoramic image of Fremantle from the Signal Station

LO O K I N G TO :
5

8

4

2
3

9

76

The views to the Signal Station from Fremantle and East
Fremantle

1
22

1. View from Monument hill

16

2. View from the port
on the North bank
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3. View from Fremantle traffic
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CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

VIEW CORRIDORS
O P P O RT U N I T I E S :
•
•
•
•
•

Panoramic views from the third level and the roof top of Signal Station.
Views of the river to the north, across the bridges, the harbour, North Fremantle and the ocean
from the northern corner of the site.
Close proximity to the port allows for a unique visual and auditory experience.
Elevation position provides a strong visual connection to surrounding places as far as 		
Rottnest Island and the Perth skyline
The topography provides opportunities for an intricate network of paths that can be connected
by landings and viewing platforms.

C O N ST R A I N TS :
View to Tuckfield Street: Demonstrating how views through the site are cut off by thick vegetation,
inhibiting any passive surveillance of the site.

•

The topography constrains through views within the site which results in areas of the site that
cannot be seen from the street.
•
Trees and bushes limit incidental surveillance of the site, particularly from the Tuckfield 		
Street up to the Signal Station.
•
The Army Museum buildings, Married Quarters, Gun and Rifle Cottage are visual barriers 		
from the surrounding streets into Cantonment Hill.

R E C O M M E N D AT I O N :
•
•
•
•
View to Queen Victoria Bridge.

Maintain and enhance the views from the site with lookouts and interpretive opportunities 		
from both the ground and on the Signal Station’s upper levels.
Develop and maintain specific view corridors that allow for increased public surveillance of the
site.
Maintain and reinforce visual access to open space, maximising views to the significant 		
landscape elements and giving a sense of open space and connection to the local and regional
environment.
Identify the key views to the river by adjacent neighbours of the oval area and design to ensure
these are accommodated within the master plan design.

View towards the port from the top of the Signal Station.
Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
F INA L
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The Bush Forever site limits access opportunities to the Naval Store building and 		
back into the site.
The Bush Forever site divides the two public open spaces, with limited opportunity to 		
link them due to the protected bush status.
Limited vehicle access is likely to continue.

R E C O M M E N D AT I O N :
30

Bus Stop

The master plan can integrate the bush (Bush Forever) into the public open space 		
zone so it reads as one united space.
Include a CAT bus stop so visitors can access it via public transport.
Improve the Fremantle CAT Bus service to Cantonment Hill. One option is to re-route 		
CAT bus up Finnerty and Vale Street, down East Street, along Canning Highway and 		
past the Naval Store to improve public transport to the hill.

50

Bea

Canning Hwy

•
•
•

The design will need to unite the currently fragmented uses and non-use of the site.
If new bridge construction proceeds, lobby for a Cantonment Hill railway station to 		
be integrated within bridge development.
Liaise with PTA to explore public transport/ CAT bus access options to link 			
Cantonment Hill and the Naval Store to Fremantle CBD and other major tourist 		
destinations such as Monument Hill and the Arts Centre.
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32.3m

•

Difficult for the elderly and physically impaired to traverse the hill due to the multiple
gradient changes.
Higher cost for installing amenity, such as paths, due to earthworks, difficult 		
access and retaining work that would be required.

R E C O M M E N D AT I O N :

Develop a universal access strategy to enable all people access to key areas.
Utilise natural spaces within the site that offer shelter, shade, wind mitigation and 		
provide multiple viewing areas as a basis for designing a variety of places/spaces 		
within the site, allowing it to be used throughout the year, regardless of the weather.
Natural contours should be retained where possible to minimise the need for 			
earthworks or retaining walls.
Position pathways alongside natural contours to minimize earthworks.
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The panoramic views of Fremantle, the river and port offer multiple layers of 			
interpretive, observed and contextual understanding of the site as well as the 		
Fremantle region.
The hill offers a variety of spaces and places protected from the wind and 			
sun as well as open spaces to use for viewing and capturing sunlight during winter.
Leisure, resting and viewing places need to be protected from the prevailing sea 		
breezes during winter with other areas located to capture the cooling “Fremantle 		
Doctor’ in Summer.
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E X I ST I N G A M E N I T Y + I N F R A ST R U C T U R E
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100m

Un-sealed Pedestrian Path

Signal Station service infrastructure:
two toilets, hand basins, kitchen and shower.
Power, sewage, water and telecommunication
connections available.
Naval Store service infrastructure:
two toilets, two urinals, hand basins and kitchen.
Power, sewage and water connections.

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

E X I ST I N G A M E N I T Y + I N F R A ST R U C T U R E

O P P O RT U N I T I E S :
•

Service infrastructure (water, power, sewage) is already located on site and able to be 		
utilised

C O N ST R A I N TS :
•
•
•
•
•
Signal Station

Naval Store fronting Canning Hwy

The existing service infrastructure isn’t located near oval area.
Existing path infrastructure requires upgrading and repair.
High cost to develop Cantonment Hill into a high amenity public open space..
Increased maintenance required by Council Parks and Reserves Operations Unit to maintain
any new amenity and infrastructure.

R E C O M M E N D AT I O N :
•

Stage installation of amenity and infrastructure in consultation with the City’s Operation 		
Business Unit to ensure the required resources are available to maintain new work.
•
Consider lighting one specific open area to be utilized early evening (possibly 		
the existing oval area). Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design 			
(CPTED) principles to be used as a guide in making this decision.

Informal verge parking

Tuckfield Street to Canning Hwy access path

Timber lookout

Signal station parking (single access)

Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
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CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

BARRIER CONDITION
BUILDING

FENCING

LANDSCAPE

TO P O G R A P H Y

Buildings within and surrounding the
site act as visual and physical barriers to
Cantonment Hill

Several sections of Cantonment Hill have
been fenced, impacting on access

Vegetation provides a visual barrier into the
deeper areas within the site

Due to the topography of the site, quarried
limestone walls to the north of the site block
views into the site from the road and footpath

Naval Store facade facing Queen Victoria Street

Fencing securing Signal Station

View to Bush Forever

Quarried and eroded limestone wall

Army Barracks Museum

Unsecured fencing around P.O.S.

View from Tuckfield Street

Quarried wall along Canning Highway

Army housing

Secured chain link fencing along
Tuckfield Street

Topography and vegetation combined hides
neighbouring housing

Quarried wall along Queen Victoria Street
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CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

BARRIER CONDITION
O P P O RT U N I T I E S :
•

Remove fencing to improve access.

C O N ST R A I N TS :

•
Landform creates a visual barrier from Canning Highway and Queen Victoria Street.
•
The Barracks Museum, Married Quarters and houses along Tuckfield Street create physical and
visual barriers into the site.
•
The Naval Store creates a visual barrier from Queen Victoria Bridge.
•
Unnecessary fencing of oval area.
•
Existing fencing is unsightly and in poor condition.
•
Limestone cliff face along Queen Victoria Street and Canning highway frontage prevents visual
and physical access to Cantonment Hill.
•
Existing vegetation creates a visual barrier into the bush area along Tuckfield Street.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

24
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R E C O M M E N D AT I O N :

Strategically and carefully under prune trees from bush area along Tuckfield Street to open views
up to the Signal Station.
The Fire Mitigation Strategy recommends improving access for fire suppression by removing or
modifying existing chain link fencing.
Reinstate original landform to oval area fronting Canning Highway.
Remove unnecessary fencing such as around the oval area.
Where fencing is used to prevent unauthorised vehicle access replace with bollards.
When planning new paths and garden areas ensure barriers are not created or enhanced.
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CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

V E G E TAT I O N C O N D I T I O N
B U S H FO R E V E R

26

VERGE TREES

V E G E TAT I O N I N P.O. S .

The Bush Forever vegetation has been
degraded by pedestrian created tracks

Tuckfield Street verge areas have a variety
of native and exotic trees

The shady and wind protected part of the
site is currently inaccessible by chain link
fencing

View through to Signal Station

Verge Trees in Tuckfield Street in front of
housing

View of fenced P.O.S. adjacent to TuckfieldStreet
and Signal Station

Templetonia retusa bush

Newly planted verge trees along Queen Victoria
Street

View of fenced P.O.S adjacent to Tuckfield Street
and Signal Station

View of bushland from Queen Victoria Street

Verge trees along Tuckfield Street

View of existing trees from Signal Station
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BUSH FOREVER SITE
The aim of the Bush Forever policy is to provide a policy and
implementation framework that will ensure bushland protection
and management issues in the Perth Metropolitan Region are
appropriately addressed and integrated with broader land use
planning and decision-making. This will secure long-term protection
of biodiversity and associated environmental values. The policy
recognises the protection and management of significant bushland
areas as a fundamental consideration in the planning process, while
also seeking to integrate and balance wider environmental, social and
economic considerations.
La n d s cap e Feat u re s
Limestone ridge, vegetated uplands 		
Ve ge t at i on a n d Fl ora
Limited survey (DEP 1996, Ecoscape 1989)
Top o g raphy: Upla n d s (sl op e s)
Acacia xanthina Tall
O p e n S c ru b Ve ge t at i on Con di t i on
G o o d t o D e g ra d e d Tot a l Fl ora
20 native taxa, 27 weed taxa (compiled from DEP 1996 and Ecoscape
1989; some of these natives may be planted)
Estimated >80% expected flora
Si g n i fi ca n t Fl ora
Most southern location for Acacia xanthina; most southern occurrence
of a series of species associated with the Spearwood Dunes (sands
and Tamala Limestone) extending inland along the river — Acacia
xanthina, Acanthocarpus preissii, Dodonaea aptera, Spyridium
globulosum and Templetonia retusa
Fa u na
Limited survey for birds (16 species) and reptiles (2 species)
(Ecoscape 1989)
Li n ka ge
No adjacent bushland
O th e r S p e cia l Att rib u t e s
Naturally vegetated areas alongside the Swan Estuary have particular
conservation value in providing habitat for fauna and linkage between
larger, more intact areas of bushland; one of the few naturally
vegetated areas on the Swan Estuary; open space of regional
significance (DCE 1983)
Lo ca l E n d e mi c Tre e s
There are examples of vegetation that was present prior to European
settlement like the Rottnest Island Pines (Callitris preissii). Most other
plants are exotic trees and weeds.

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

V E G E TAT I O N C O N D I T I O N
O P P O RT U N I T I E S
•
•
•

Consider the important qualities of the Bush Forever Site.
Revitalise the bushland.
Extend the bushland plant types into the constructed landscape areas.

C O N ST R A I N TS :
•
•
•

There are limitation to the degree of intervention that is allowed in a Bush Forever site.
To meet the Fire Mitigation Strategy recommendations:
Weedy areas to be re vegetated and weed control implemented.
Remove fuel load for a width of 20 metres from boundary line.

R E C O M M E N D AT I O N :
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The bushland needs regular review and maintenance; seeds need to be collected, 			
germinated and planted in denuded areas.
Extend the bush plant types into the oval area and also along the access road.
Use ground covers instead of lawn for areas not used for passive recreation.
Use local native vegetation to reduce reliance on water, improve biodiversity links with the 		
surrounding landscape and contribute to evoking a sense of place.
Plant verge trees adjacent to footpaths to encourage people to walk.
Preserve existing trees during construction.
All proposed work (paths, seating areas) within the Bush Forever Site must seek approval from
the DEC. The policy does not prevent development where it is consistent with the measures in
this policy and other planning and environmental considerations.

View of Bush Forever vegetation behind the Naval Store:
Revitalisation of bushland is required

Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
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CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

E X I ST I N G B U I L D I N G S
N A V A L STO R E
Constructed in the mid 1930s, the Naval store is an example of Inter-War Functionalist Architecture.
It is constructed using steel frame with rendered brick walls.
H E R I TA G E STAT U S
The Naval Store is listed on State Register of Heritage Places and the City of Fremantle’s Local
Planning Scheme 4 Heritage List for it’s contribution to the sense of place of Fremantle, it’s role as a
Fremantle landmark and its association with State’s military history.
The Naval Store is also listed on the Register of the National Estate and Commonwealth Heritage List
(under “Artillery Barracks”) and thus protected under the EPBC Act.
C O N ST R A I N T S
•
Any changes that may affect the heritage significance of the Naval Store are subject to the 		
guidance of the Heritage Council, Fremantle City Council and the EPBC Act
•
The position on Canning Hwy/Queen Victoria Street restricts uses that generate or require 		
frequent vehicular access.
•
Dangerous for vehicle access.
•
There is no available area for parking.
•
Façade is not visually permeable.
•
Windows need to be upgraded or replaced (some window furniture is missing).
•
The site does not encourage pedestrian access.
•
Disconnected from Cantonment Hill and Signal Station.
•
Wet services require upgrading and renovation.
•
Façade require’s restoration.
O P P O RT U N I T I E S
•
This building is a highly visible on entry to Fremantle from Queen Victoria Bridge.
•
Universally accessible ground floor offers immediate use to the community.
•
Large, open plan floor area (approximately 980m2 for the main store, 390m2 on the 			
mezzanine) offers multiple potential uses.
•
The existing building is connected to services (two toilets, two urinals, two hand basins and one
kitchen/utility sink).
•
Proximity to main arterial roads provides incidental surveillance for security.
•
Roof and structure are in good condition offering immediate community use without large 		
expenditure of funds required.
•
Closure of the Queen Victoria Bridge would enable land to be reclaimed in front of the Naval
Store, with the road realigned to improve access and parking to the Naval Store.
•
Converting Queen Victoria Bridge into a pedestrian and cycle only crossing will create an 		
opportunity to improve the road intersection in front of the Naval Store.
•
Realign the railway line and create a ‘Cantonment Hill’ railway station along the ‘closed’ Queen
Victoria Bridge to improve public transport access to Cantonment Hill.
28
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CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

E X I ST I N G B U I L D I N G S

N A V A L STO R E P OT E N T I A L U S E S
C u rre n t
•
Storage for Commercial Purposes
S h or t t e rm
•
Storage
•
Artist Workshop/Studio
•
Kindy gym
•
Community meeting place
•
Moveable pod or coffee van
Lon g t e rm
•
Large event space
•
Workshop/studio for local artists
•
Float building/store for the Fremantle Festival
•
Exhibition space
•
Community workshop
•
Community garden/park (by removing the roof)
•
Cafe/ coffee shop
•
Bookshop
•
Community garden
•
Bicycle repair/hire/maintenance shop
•
Ephemeral sculpture garden with roof removed or sited partially inside and linked outside
with new opening created (Subject to Heritage approval and detail design). The sculpture garden
will require management to ensure vandalism, and issues with the sculpture are promptly addressed
and also to ensure removal and new art installation occurs to a specified timeframe.
•
Rock climbing on existing retaining wall (Subject to safety and wall suitability review)
•
Indoor climbing centre
•
Indoor/outdoor market space
•
Adult Community Gym
SUMMARY
The Naval Store’s location, open plan design, and functionalist aesthetic show considerable potential
for reuse. However, as a landmark building at the entry of Fremantle, uses should be considered that
celebrate Fremantle’s identity.
When considering potential uses, opportunities should be considered that increase the permeability
of the building to reduce the effect of its harsh frontage. A community garden, for instance, could be
created through removing the doors and roof – creating views through the building.
The major constraint that is difficult to overcome is the absence of on site vehicle, with the closest
available parking is along Tuckfield Street.
Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
F INA L
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E X I ST I N G B U I L D I N G S
S I G N A L STAT I O N
Architects Hobbs Winning & Leighton constructed the Signal Station (formerly the Fremantle
Harbour Signal Station) for the Harbour Trust in 1956. The building structure consists of 3 x 20 sqm
storeys - each with it’s own veranda - with rendered brick walls, concrete floors and a flat roof. A
signal mast is located on the roof.
Over the years, minor modifications were made to adapt the building for use as a residence. An
underground control room associated with Artillery Barracks Signal Station is located under hill
(outside of the scope of this report).
The Signal Station’s location on the highest point of Cantonment Hill and strong connection of the
harbour makes it a significant landmark building at the entry of Fremantle.
H E R I TA G E STAT U S
The Signal Station is listed on State Register of Heritage Places (as “Artillery Barracks and Fremantle
Harbour Signal Station (fmr)” no. 0991) and the City of Fremantle’s Local Planning Scheme 4
Heritage List for it’s contribution to the sense of place of Fremantle and it’s role as a Fremantle
landmark for people approaching the city from the north.
The Signal Station is also listed on the Register of the National Estate and Commonwealth Heritage
List (as “Artillery Barracks”).
C O N ST R A I N T S
•
Any changes that may affect the heritage significance of the Signal Station are subject to the
guidance of the Heritage Council, Fremantle City Council and the EPBC Act
•
Requires total window and frame replacement and rust treatment on the railings
•
All wet areas require upgrading
•
No universal access (even to ground floor)
•
The building has a constrained floor area over multiple levels
•
Staircase may not comply with the BCA or Australian Standards
•
Site currently does not encourage pedestrian or vehicle traffic to visit Signal Station
•
Safety is an issue as there is little pedestrian movement in this area, lack of lighting and 		
many of the surrounding buildings are unoccupied. This lack of security is apparent in the 		
smashed windows and tagging
•
Cracks in the exterior concrete will need to be repaired
O P P O RT U N I T I E S
•
Located at the highest point of Cantonment Hill with 360’ views
•
Vehicle access with some parking available, access from Quarry Street
•
The existing building is connected to services (two toilets, two hand basins, one kitchen/utility
		 sink and a shower)
•
This building is a landmark for the entry of Fremantle and could be a significant entry feature
immediately though uplighting the building during the evening.

30

Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
F IN A L
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E X I ST I N G B U I L D I N G S

S I G N A L STAT I O N P OT E N T I A L U S E S
I m m e diat e
•
Uplight to act as an entry statement
S h or t t e rm
•
Not for profit organisation
•
Small event space
•
Supervised public lookout
•
Visiting/ temporary artist studio and accommodation
Lon g t e rm
•
Not for profit organisation
•
Small event space
•
Recreational Mariners Communication office (1st Flr)
•
Visitor/Interpretive Centre for local history  (2nd Flr)
•
Supervised public lookout  (similar to a lighthouse)
•
Exhibition Centre
•
Small cafe to support Signal Station uses
•
Indigenous Art Gallery
•
Night telescope sessions
•
3D space movie room
•
Bean bag planetarium
•
Flags flown to communicate Fremantle events and significant national events such as, 		
NAIDOC
•
Additional building linking the Signal Station to enable universal access to all levels and 		
public toilet amenity
Summary
The most significant feature for this building is it’s sweeping 360’ views of Fremantle. Past proposals
have acknowledged this and have looked at converting the Signal Station into a café, interpretive
centre and/or public lookout. The Signal Station’s tight floor plan and limited accessibility make
retrofitting options limited, therefore the scale and operational efficiency need to be clearly
considered in deciding the building’s future uses. For the Signal Station to cater for a wide range of
visitors, a lift or alternate universal access must be planned. It should be recognised that this would
be a long term goal in the staged implementation of any master plan scheme.
Possible uses that CODA recommend as suitable involve hiring the space out (ie. for small events,
exhibitions, office space for use by a non-profit organisation (eg. Recreational Mariners) and Visitor/
Interpretive Centre to enable the general public access to Signal Station.
Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
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E X I ST I N G B U I L D I N G S
O P P O RT U N I T I E S :
•
•
•
•

Naval Store and Signal Station have the potential to be the entry statement to Fremantle from
the north and west entry roads.
The Naval Store and Signal Station are in good structural condition.
The Signal Station is identifiable from a long distance and therefore provides a highly visual 		
entry statement into the City.
Locating a Visitor/Interpretive Centre within Signal Station offers views out to the river, 		
harbour and to particular historical sites enhancing the interpretive stories of these places.

C O N ST R A I N TS :
•
•
•
•
•

Heritage value of the existing buildings may limit possible uses for the buildings if renovation
and retrofitting is not approved.
Signal Station stairs cannot be easily retrofitted to improve access.
Universal access is not currently available to ground floor or upper levels in Signal Station
Maintenance and restoration is required on both the Signal Station and the Naval Store.
High cost to develop and it will be dependent of external funding.

R E C O M M E N D AT I O N :
S h or t t e rm
•
Conduct basic maintenance. Repair/replace windows. Install security system in the Signal 		
Station.
•
Install a garden area between Canning Hwy and the Naval Store to beautify and act as a 		
pedestrian buffer.
•
Potential for the functions of both building to be integrated with Fremantle Arts Centre and 		
the community of artist in Fremantle (eg. Artists in Residence).
•
Lighting the buildings creatively offer evening entry statements.
M e di u m t e rm
•
Investigate the approval opportunities to retrofit and alter/ attach improvements to each 		
building.
•
Renovate the internal wet areas to meet required codes.
•
Explore drinks and snacks type cafe to support each buildings final uses. For example, a 		
Bicycle repair, hire and maintenance shop within the Naval Store may attract groups of cyclists
that may stay for a drink and snack while their bicycles are being repaired.
•
Explore opportunities for tourism and interpretive education for the Signal Station.
•
Physically connect the two buildings through bushland pathways and steps.
Lon g t e rm
•
For both buildings to support multiple uses lifts or alternate universal access must be 		
incorporated.
•
Both buildings will required significant external restoration but can be utilised prior to this work
.
being undertaken
•
If Queen Victoria Bridge closes, utilise the opportunities this offers for the Naval Store along
with improved access to Cantonment Hill.
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This summary of community consultation was organised by the Cantonment Hill Working Group
prior to commencement of the Cantonment Master Plan.
LEGEND
SUMMARY
Maintain the use of the passive recreation ground as a place for families
and dogs (leashed or unleashed)
This area would include;
•
Retaining all the remnant
•
vegetation
•
Safe play equipment for kids
•
Natural playground structures
•
Shade and shelter
•
Barbecue and picnic table areas
•
Recycling bins
•
Bike racks and cycle paths
Provide public amenities (toilets and drinking fountains) adjacent to site
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Continue to prevent vehicle access to signal station

B

Improve the quality of bush paths within the bush forever site
C

Naval store
This could be better utilised as a community space: art gallery/studio or
community meeting space/hub
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Signal Station
Re-establish the visual connection the Signal Station has from and to the
wider landscape.
Garden Space
Retain all remnant vegetation and provide a family friendly space. This
would include;
•
Safe play equipment for kids
•
Natural playground structures
•
Barbecue and picnic table areas

100m
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A summary of the community consultation organised by the Cantonment Hill Working Group into
Opportunities, Constraints and Recommendations.

O P P O RT U N I T I E S :
•
•
•
•

Potential for it to become a significant site for international, regional and local tourists.
Re-instate the site as a place for the local community to utilise.
For the site to be shared with the extended community through the introduction of community
based activates and facilities on site.
Create a statement/identity that resonates with the Fremantle community.

C O N ST R A I N TS :
•
•
View from top of Signal Station back over the Queen Victoria Bridge. This image reveals the potential of
site to become as an entry statement into Fremantle

•

R E C O M M E N D AT I O N :
•
•
•
•

The oval area is currently under utilised and is a potential site for low key amenity.
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Limit physical / structural development on the hill.
Restaurant is not broadly supported but a small cafe with limited opening hours may be 		
suitable.
Increased patronage of the site is not supported by locals due to limited parking options.
Provide facilities such as a community garden that can be accessed by the broader 			
community, encouraging a broad selection people to engage with the site.
Incorporating public art into the landscape or facilitating local artists to maintain a level of 		
community involvement or interest with the site.
Continue Bush Forever regeneration.
A place for interpretive stories to be told, with the Signal Station the centre.
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TRADITIONAL OWNERS

The Cantonment Hill master planning project offers the opportunity for the City of Fremantle
to engage with the indigenous community and help identify indigenous interpretive and design
opportunities for Cantonment Hill.
The aim of this report is to provide an overview of the indigenous significance of the site and
summarise the feedback that has been received from meetings with the Elders. Approaching
Elders early in the project prior to concept design, we hope to work together with the indigenous
community to develop a design that they envisage will benefit their desires for the site.
CODA through the recommendation of the City of Fremantle approached the Regional Development
Manager of the South West Aboriginal Land and Sea Council for a suitable Indigenous Consultant
recommendation. Dennis Simmons contact details were forwarded and in conjunction with the City
of Fremantle and CODA, Dennis was appointed as the Cantonment Hill Aboriginal Consultant. The
brief was for Dennis to identify all families that would be able to speak for the hill and contact them
to ask if they were interested in being involved in design process prior to any Section 18 Approval
being sought.
CODA presented the early ideas for Cantonment Hill to the South West Aboriginal Land and Sea
Council in July and will present the draft master plan again early in 2012.
Additional to this presentation, Dennis identified around 30 Elders that could speak for the hill.
Four groups agreed to participate, these included Sandra Cobung’s group, Pop Sully Humes group,
Bibbulmum Tribal Group and the Metro Working Party. Unfortunately Sandra Cobung’s group and
the Bibbulmum Tribal Group were unable to attend.
We are keen to continue updating the Elders and are currently obtaining their contact details to
forward the Draft Master Plan and Report to all Traditional Owners.
On adoption of the Master Plan and agreement on the implementation priorities, the first Section
18 will be sought, the identified Elders will be consulted again during this process.
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D I A 3 7 7 5 F R E M A N T L E : C A N TO N M E N T H I L L

View of port from bush forever trail
Cantonment Hill is one of the few existing sites along the Swan River which remains mostly
untouched and retains pre-European settlement native bushland.. For this reason, the site offers a
great opportunity to reconnect to the indigenous histories and cultures of native sites that string
their way around the Swan River. These opportunities have been outlined in a report complied for
the City of Fremantle titled, Site Identification Survey Report for the Swan River Foreshore Project
(October, 2010).
The following text has been taken from this report and provides an overview of the site’s
indigenous significance and the impact that any development will have on this.
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H I STO R Y O F C A N TO N M E N T H I L L
In 1892, Cantonment Hill was gifted by the Crown to the City of Fremantle for the purposes of a
public garden and was a popular picnic spot for the early residents of Fremantle because of its
panoramic views. The area was then quarried for construction material.
Since the early 1900s, the hill and the surrounding 94ha precinct has mainly been used for military
purposes – coastal defence, a rehabilitation hospital, an internment camp and a quarantine station.
The artillery barracks buildings currently house the Army Museum of Western Australia.
The Port of Fremantle constructed the existing signal station building in 1956 and this was the
Fremantle Port Authority Signal Station until 1964. The site includes the last remaining stand of
pre-European settlement Rottnest Island Pine (Callitris preissii) on the mainland.
D I A 3 4 1 9 F R E M A N T L E : C A N TO N M E N T H I L L
This ceremonial and mythological site is on the permanent register at Department of Indigenous
Affairs (DIA). It is also noted as a camp, named place and plant resource area. It was probably a
major camping area due to its food and other resources as well as the elevated position. In addition,
a spring was located nearby (Tout-Smith 1998 in de Gand Pty Ltd .2000).
The Whadjuk name for this hill is Dwerda Weeardinup, which means ‘place of the Dingo spirit’ (Land
and Surveys Map #ID/40 c. 1905 and Ecoscape 1990 in de Gand Pty Ltd 2000).
Ken Colbung, however, stated that the hill is called Walyarup, which means ‘sea eagle’s nest’. He also
indicated that the old traffic bridge was the residence of Doodaroo, the dingo spirit and there is a
corroboree story related to this. Furthermore, he stated that there used to be a cave at the junction
of Canning Highway and Queen Victoria Street (Colbung 1988 in de Gand Pty Ltd. 2000). (page 31)
H E R I TA G E I M PA C T
The Aboriginal consultants present at the ethnographic survey were of the view that the partial
and direct ground disturbance to this site, outlined in the description of works, would not disturb
the spiritual and/or heritage integrity of the site. In fact, they were pleased that the works would
improve the health of the site and surrounding area.
P H Y S I C A L I M PA C T V I E W I N G P L AT F O R M R E P L A C E M E N T
•
Replacement of the viewing platform
•
Realignment and maintenance of the existing trail system
•
Replacement and realignment of existing fencing
•
Re-vegetation and fire break maintenance
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OVAL IMPROVEMENTS
•
Installation of reticulation irrigation
•
Installation of children’s playground and associated shade sails
•
Re-turfing and landscaping of the area
C O N C LU S I O N S
AIC makes the following conclusions:
1. Further archaeological/ethnographic research of the PDAs is not required.
2. The archaeological survey identified no (0) new archaeological sites.
3. The ethnographic survey identified no (0) new ethnographic sites.
4. The archaeological potential for sub-surface material to be uncovered is low 			
because the proposed work will not be impacting upon any new ground.
5. The Aboriginal Consultants were pleased the reserves would be maintained and 		
upgraded. They requested that the Elders be involved in rendering Waugyl 				
Cave publicly inaccessible and whether Nyoongar people could be involved in 		
carrying out the project. They were generally concerned about pollution, erosion, 		
litter, vandalism,declining wildlife and deteriorating vegetation. They requested 		
acknowledgement of Aboriginal people in the reserves through interpretive 			
material.
6. The proposed PDAs will impact upon the following sites: DIA 3419 Fremantle: 		
Cantonment Hill, 3536 Swan River DIA and 3596 Rocky Bay.
R E C O M M E N D AT I O N S
AIC makes the following recommendations:
The proposed works will impact upon DIA 3419 Fremantle: Cantonment Hill, 3536 Swan River
DIA and 3596 Rocky Bay. Therefore, a Section 18 application will be required to avoid a breach of
Section 17 in accordance with the City of Fremantle’s responsibilities under the Aboriginal Heritage
Act (1972).
1. The Arthur Head activities remain within the specified coordinates. This will ensure 		
that DIA 3420 Fremantle: Anglesea Point (Insufficient Information Status), located 		
on the south-east boundary of the Arthur Head PDA, will not be disturbed.
2. The City of Fremantle considers the requests raised by the Aboriginal consultants.
3. The City of Fremantle adopts a Cultural Material Contingency Plan in the even that 		
any cultural/skeletal material is uncovered during the works.
4. In the interests of procedural fairness, the Aboriginal Consultants are provided with a copy 		
of the Section 18 application prior to submission by the City of Fremantle.

5. In the interests of procedural fairness, Aboriginal Consultants are advised of the Section 18 		
application outcome and any conditions attached thereto.
6. All City of Fremantle staff and contracting personnel are made fully aware of their 			
obligations under the Aboriginal Heritage Act (1972).(pg 10)
P R E S E N T - D AY C O N C E R N S
In Nyoongar oral tradition the Fremantle Swan River area is closely linked to creation myths that
stretch along the coast from Pinjarra and Mandurah in the south to Yanchep in the north, as far as
the Perth Coastal Plain is concerned.
The area was part of a network of communication routes and meeting points where there were
camps extending from north to south and from east to west on the Perth Coastal Plain.
Communication routes, Dreaming tracks and Dreaming stories remain in the oral tradition of many
Nyoongar families, as well as stories of ‘massacres,’ and the localities with which they are associated
as campsites or as burials.
Communication routes and camping places have associations with Dreamtime creative beings,
especially the Rainbow Serpent or Waugal.
Different places are visited and enjoyed by present-day Aboriginal people where this is possible.
Contemporary Aboriginal associations with Fremantle reflect a tradition of occupation and use of
the area that goes back for thousands of years prior to the rise in sea levels, and use of the Perth
Coastal Plain recorded by European observers from the time of early exploration and settlement that
includes camping, hunting and gathering.
It is these sets of associations in particular that concern Aboriginal people when they participate in
Heritage surveys, hence the prevalence of those concerns in Heritage reports.
Rivers and streams, waterholes and swamps are considered by Nyoongar people to have been
created by the Rainbow Serpent, which continues to reside in such places below the surface of the
ground upon which the water flows or stands, or through which it runs.
In Heritage surveys that involve water sources or, in the present case, the sea, Nyoongar consultants
frequently express concern that the river- or streambed or the sea might be disturbed by having
piles for bridges or jetties driven into it, or that nearby vegetation such as rushes and landforms
such as hills might be compromised.
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10 Elder Place
Fremantle, WA 6160
T: +61 8 9433 6000
F: +61 8 9433 3700
www.coda-studio.com

M E E T I N G 1 : 5 A U G U ST 2 0 1 1
PROJECT:
LOCATION:
DATE:
TIME:

ATTENDEES:

Initial
RG
TW
CW
MC
GM
BJ
NG
DS
MA
LS
SW

1.0
1.1

GM

1.3

GM

1.4

CW

1.5

GM

1.6
1.7

GM
NG

1.8

DS

1.9

GM

1.10

MA

2.0
2.1

GM

2.2

RD

2.3

TW

2.4
2.5

BJ
TW

3.0
3.1

GM

3.2

DS

3.3

GM

NOTE

3.4

MA

NOTE

4.0
4.1

Site Visit to Cantonment Hill Signal Station to Discus the Prospects
The signal station should be repainted or rendered in earth tones and building to help
CW

NOTE

NOTE
NOTE

4.2

TW

NOTE

NOTE

4.3

TW

NOTE

4.4

CW

NOTE

4.5

LS

4.6

CW

4.7

TW

kgiabar@hotmail.com
lisa@coda-studio.com
sally@coda-studio.com

ACTION

General Issues

GM

1.2

GM

1.3

GM

1.4

CW

1.5

GM

1.6
1.7

GM
NG

1.8

DS

1.9

GM

1.10

MA

2.0
2.1

1.2

Contact

NOTES
There should be joint management of the site and it should be signed over to the
Noongar people of Western Australia
Aboriginal people want to be involved at management level on these types of
projects.
GM- as aboriginal people we all want to be involved in the same discussions as the
city of Fremantle. We want to sit at the same table as the people making decisions
about our land
CW- We have all worked hard to collect all the documents of our credentials and
therefore we are the right people to talk to about this and all of our family histories
date back in Fremantle for generations.
The City of Fremantle is under minding us by proposing to do something with the
land after we have lodged a claim for the land. It will cause a legal suit
We should have joint management of the bush forever site at the very least
NG- We should have been asked these questions years ago, they should be brought
up earlier
The Department of Indigenous Affairs (DIA) want to get more aboriginal people
involved in these processes so they will start contacting more of you more often
GM- We need to set up a meeting within the City of Fremantle today and organise to
talk about these issues all at the same table
MA- There is a cultural shift currently happening in the way our department is run at
the City of Fremantle now where the mayor has an interest in bringing in Aboriginal
people to consult on projects within their control.

NOTE
NOTE
NOTE

Site Histories and Possibilities

GM

The site is the first point of contact for people visiting Fremantle and it has history for
us as it was the first point of contact for European settlement and the site of the first
conflict between indigenous and European people

ACTION

GM

11:00am

Company
The Metro Working Party
The Metro Working Party
The Metro Working Party
The Metro Working Party
N/A
The Metro Working Party
The Metro Working Party
Sub-Consultant
City of Fremantle
CODA Architects
CODA Architects

TRADITIONAL OWNERS

1.0
1.1

PROJECT:
A11028 Cantonment Hill
LOCATION:
Coda
A11028 Cantonment
Hill Studio
th
DATE: Coda Studio
5 August 2011
th
TIME: 5 August 2011 11:00am

Name
Ron Gidgeup
Teresa Wally
Cheryl Wally
Marion Collard
Greg Martin
Bruce Jetta
Nat Gillespie
Denis Simmons
Maurice Agale
Lisa Shine
Sally Weerts

NOTES
General Issues

NOTE

There should be joint management of the site and it should be signed over to the
Noongar people of Western Australia
Aboriginal people want to be involved at management level on these types of
projects.
GM- as aboriginal people we all want to be involved in the same discussions as the
city of Fremantle. We want to sit at the same table as the people making decisions
about our land
CW- We have all worked hard to collect all the documents of our credentials and
therefore we are the right people to talk to about this and all of our family histories
date back in Fremantle for generations.
The City of Fremantle is under minding us by proposing to do something with the
land after we have lodged a claim for the land. It will cause a legal suit
We should have joint management of the bush forever site at the very least
NG- We should have been asked these questions years ago, they should be brought
up earlier
The Department of Indigenous Affairs (DIA) want to get more aboriginal people
involved in these processes so they will start contacting more of you more often
GM- We need to set up a meeting within the City of Fremantle today and organise to
talk about these issues all at the same table
MA- There is a cultural shift currently happening in the way our department is run at
the City of Fremantle now where the mayor has an interest in bringing in Aboriginal
people to consult on projects within their control.

NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE

Site Histories and Possibilities

The site is the first point of contact for people visiting Fremantle and it has history for
us as it was the first point of contact for European settlement and the site of the first
conflict between indigenous and European people
This could be a place for the memory of Yagan the aboriginal resistance leader. A
place where we can come to honour the memory of Yagan.
Yagan is Fremantle, he was the first resistance leader in the state and it should be
acknowledged somewhere. He showed the European settlers where water was and
drew them maps of the place here to help them survive.
Could the site be a place for healing and a place that we can go for healing
TW- There was over 200 Aboriginal people slaughtered at the boarder at south
Fremantle. Maybe it could be a kind of memorial ground for those lives lost

NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE

Army Houses

The army houses could be a good opportunity to create a refuge for aboriginal
homeless people.
I.L.C should purchase the surrounding buildings that bound the site and then give
them back to the nyoongar people.
We should set up a meeting at the city Council to talk about what need to be done to
purchase this land
I can take this to the heads of department but this will take a couple of weeks and
you will need to write a formal letter for it to go ahead.

it blend into landscape more
This should be a place for people to come and learn about aboriginal culture. It could
be a great place for children to explore and learn about nature, bush tucker and the
aboriginal ways.
There are great opportunities for land art that the children could do. This could be
something that changes every week where they make pictures on the land with
coloured sands.
The site should be re-named to its original Noongar name. Like Rottnest should have
been retitled to its native name, this place could benefit Fremantle to be known as a
place of Indigenous culture, education and tourism.
There could be multiple walkways and tracks that are also given aboriginal names and
trace Aboriginal dreamtime stories of the landscape.
There is a place called Neerabup Park. They educate children and there is a Native
animal rescue centre.
The ground floor of the signal station could be a tourist shop that is run by aboriginal
people. It’s important that it would help our people.

NOTE
NOTE
MA
Working
Group

NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
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M E E T I N G 2 : 8 A U G U ST 2 0 1 1

PROJECT:
LOCATION:
DATE:
TIME:
PROJECT:

A11028 Cantonment Hill
Coda Studio
8th August 2011
11:00am
A11028
Cantonment Hill

LOCATION:
DATE:
TIME:

Coda Studio
th
8 August 2011
11:00am

ATTENDEES:

Name
Gladys Yarran
Patrick Humes
Denis Simmons
Lisa Shine
Sally Weerts

Company
Sub-Consultant
CODA
CODA

Initial
GY
PH
DS
LS
SW

10 Elder Place
Fremantle, WA 6160
T: +61 8 9433 6000
1.0
F: +61 8 9433 3700
1.1
www.coda-studio.com

PH

1.2

PH

1.3

GY

1.4

DS

1.5

GY

1.6

LS

1.7

GY

2.0
2.1

DS

Contact
kgiabar@hotmail.com
lisa@coda-studio.com
sally@coda-studio.com

NOTES
1.0
1.1

PH

1.2

PH

1.3
1.4
1.5

DS
GY

1.6

LS

1.7

GY

2.0
2.1
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Paths and Access

GY

I have a long history with the site and it should be a place in Fremantle that we can
all access without a key or having to navigate through fences.
Where the paths run through the bush forever site they need to be made safe and
laid out in bitumen so that people can access the site safely. You could then catch
the run off water and it could be used or stored on site, like has been done at Kings
Park.
There should be somewhere for young mothers from surrounding suburbs o bring
their children, somewhere that is safe for pushers and prams as well as older
children to run and play
Maybe there shouldn’t be a path that cuts through the site and disconnects the
Bush Forever site from the oval area. It seems dangerous that it opens straight out
on to such a busy highway.
There needs to be access for women and children to go down to the river. By
cutting off the existing path through the site you would also restrict people from
using all the spaces and cafes along Beach street. Maybe there could be a
footbridge that linked the site back down to the river.
Cantonment hill could be apart of a larger walk through and around the river and
Fremantle. This could teach people about how the Aboriginal people of this
particular area lived.
The idea of it being apart of a larger network of places could be really good.

Signal Station

The signal Station doesn’t really do Fremantle justice and it’s a bit of an eyesore.
The design should consider the ways to maintain it as the icon but re-invent it in a
way that makes it useful to the community
The signal station could be remodelled rather than leaving it to waste. I have
2.2
PH
memories of this building and this site, which aren’t negative. The history of
Fremantle still exists here, and it shouldn’t be forgotten. They use to have guns on
Ca nt on m e nt Hill Mathis
s t e r site
Pla n that were used to protect us from the Japanese during the war. Leighton
IN A Lguns.
still Fhas
Adding a ramp around the Signal Station or finding an interim use for it until it can
2.3
PH

DS

NOTES
Paths and Access

NOTE
2.3
NOTE

PH

2.4

DS

2.5
NOTE

LS

2.6

DS

NOTE

NOTE
3.2

PH
GY

4.2

PH

4.3

LS

4.4

PH

4.5

DS

NOTE
NOTE

NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE
NOTE

The signal Station doesn’t really do Fremantle justice and it’s a bit of an eyesore.
The design should consider the ways to maintain it as the icon but re-invent it in a
way that makes it useful to the community
The signal station could be remodelled rather than leaving it to waste. I have
memories of this building and this site, which aren’t negative. The history of
Fremantle still exists here, and it shouldn’t be forgotten. They use to have guns on
this site that were used to protect us from the Japanese during the war. Leighton
still has guns.
Adding a ramp around the Signal Station or finding an interim use for it until it can
be made safe for everyone to access would be a good idea.
Some kind of fire burning on the roof could be a really good idea too, then it could
be linked to other sites just like the hills where linked together through
communication before Europeans settled here.
We will review the toilets in the signal station to see if they can be universally
accessed
In terms of its cultural use this site could be a good place in Fremantle for us to
describe the six seasons of Aboriginal Culture.

NOTE
NOTE

NOTE
NOTE
CODA
NOTE

The native vegetation in bush forever site should be spread right across into the
recreation area as a place for children to play
Seating space over the site and toilet facilities at the top of the hill would be
needed.

NOTE
NOTE

Passive Recreation zone

NOTE
5.0

There really needs to be facilities at both ends, the park as well as the signal
station.
As well as toilets there should be some kind of bbq facilities, swings and a
playground so there is a place for the local community to use
The planted zones and existing bushland areas could be designed to be the quieter
areas or the zones of the site that we simply maintain with out touching too much
and the areas of the site that have already been disturbed could be thought about
much more. They could be the areas that integrate children’s play equipment and
land art, bbq etc. A real Family and cultural space.
The site precinct could be a great place to bring tourists to learn about aboriginal
culture
It would need to be carefully thought about to ensure it didn’t become a place that
was expensive or too tourist orientated. It should be a family place

NOTE
NOTE
NOTE

NOTE
NOTE

The Army Houses

5.1

PH

5.2

DS

NOTE

NOTE

Bush Forever Site
GY

4.0
4.1

NOTE

NOTE

Signal Station

ACTION
2.2
PH

3.0
3.1

I have a long history with the site and it should be a place in Fremantle that we can
all access without a key or having to navigate through fences.
Where the paths run through the bush forever site they need to be made safe and
laid out in bitumen so that people can access the site safely. You could then catch
the run off water and it could be used or stored on site, like has been done at Kings
Park.
There should be somewhere for young mothers from surrounding suburbs o bring
their children, somewhere that is safe for pushers and prams as well as older
children to run and play
Maybe there shouldn’t be a path that cuts through the site and disconnects the
Bush Forever site from the oval area. It seems dangerous that it opens straight out
on to such a busy highway.
There needs to be access for women and children to go down to the river. By
cutting off the existing path through the site you would also restrict people from
using all the spaces and cafes along Beach street. Maybe there could be a
footbridge that linked the site back down to the river.
Cantonment hill could be apart of a larger walk through and around the river and
Fremantle. This could teach people about how the Aboriginal people of this
particular area lived.
The idea of it being apart of a larger network of places could be really good.

ACTION

The Army houses could be put to good use and provide a place for the homeless
people in the area. If they are currently not being used it would be a good solution
for that problem
Cheap Housing opportunities for the homeless would also give the community

NOTE
NOTE

4.0
4.1

GY

Passive Recreation zone

4.2

PH

4.3

LS

4.4

PH

4.5

DS

5.0
5.1

PH

5.2
5.2

DS
DS

5.3

PH

5.4

DS

5.5

LS

5.6

PH

5.7

GY

5.8

DS

5.9

PH

5.10

LS

5.11

PH

5.12
5.13

DS
LS

5.14

PH

5.15
5.16

DS
LS

5.17

DS

There really needs to be facilities at both ends, the park as well as the signal
station.
As well as toilets there should be some kind of bbq facilities, swings and a
playground so there is a place for the local community to use
The planted zones and existing bushland areas could be designed to be the quieter
areas or the zones of the site that we simply maintain with out touching too much
and the areas of the site that have already been disturbed could be thought about
much more. They could be the areas that integrate children’s play equipment and
land art, bbq etc. A real Family and cultural space.
The site precinct could be a great place to bring tourists to learn about aboriginal
culture
It would need to be carefully thought about to ensure it didn’t become a place that
was expensive or too tourist orientated. It should be a family place
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The Army Houses

The Army houses could be put to good use and provide a place for the homeless
people in the area. If they are currently not being used it would be a good solution
for that problem
Cheap Housing opportunities for the homeless would also give the community
Cheap Housing opportunities for the homeless would also give the community
more contact with these people so that they can find out the best ways to help
them and deal with the issues of homelessness in a more hands on way.
Cantonment Hill is a large part of the ‘big picture’ of Fremantle. It has potential to
give back to the community and the army housing should be included into these
plans. There should be funding allocated to these types of things, possibly the
Indigenous Land Corporation (ILC) could help if they were made aware of the
properties that are for sale.
We could also get in touch with the Department of Indigenous Affairs (DIA) to see
what they think could be done and get some advice.
If the housing could be acquired it could then be broken up over different
departments to be managed more easily. There could be one for aboriginal artists,
one for the homeless or a soup kitchen and one for aboriginal people travelling from
the country to Fremantle for health reasons or maybe student boarders who have
had to come to the city to study
The minister of Aboriginal affairs would be the person the to speak to about finding
the funding for these buildings.
The DIA might also have suggestions about how to get something like that up and
running and how manage it all.
The report that CODA is currently doing will help here also. With the inclusion of
the Army housing to the site it could be a real hub for aboriginal people, a place for
us to educate people, support our people and be be proud of who we are
The minister has to come down and actually see the site I think. And with the right
people talking to the Minister and representing the Aboriginal people, it will then
just be a matter of a piece of paper moving from one government to another.
This proposal for the Army houses will be better placed coming from the aboriginal
people though and not just CODA Architects.
The quicker the Minister is involved the better. It would be a shame to loose the
opportunity to include the Army Housing to this project.
This will have to be organised through DIA and SWALSC
Coda will write up the document that outlines the opportunities for this site
particularly for the aboriginal people.
A similar project was suggested for a series of properties in Guildford and we got
never got far.
I will talk to Daniel about getting the minister for Aboriginal Affairs involved
We will arrange an appointment with the manager of the museum and find out
what information they have on the army houses that might help.
If CODA could draw up a letter and give it to G + P so that they can look over it and
then I’ll pass it to Daniel
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COMMUNITY VIEWS
C O M M U N I T Y C O N S U LTAT I O N 1

PROJECT:			

A11028 Cantonment Hill

LOCATION:			

Site visit to the Cantonment Hill Signal Station and presentation at the

				Army Museum Lecture Hall
DATE: 				
SITE VISIT:

Sunday, 18 September 2011

		10:00 am - 11:00 am

PRESENTATION:		

11:00 am - 12:00 pm

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION
AT T E N D E E S :

Presentation of concept in the lecture hall

Total = 23
John Hooper
John Slattery
Pam Dolley
Ruth Belben
Mark Randell
Paula Amaral
Patrick Holiard
Robyn Johnston
Lea Kuhaupt
Suvendi Perera
Mahinda Perera
Audrey Bolges

Julian Goddard
Glenda Goddard
David Radcliffe
Wendy Radcliffe
Vaughn Brazier
Stephen Anstey
Cathy Hall
Jen Stracuaco
John Dawson
Paul Loring
Roel Loopers

MEETING SUMMARY:
The presentation commenced at 11.15am and was attended by 23 members of the local community.
Cr. Rob Fittock gave a short introduction to the project. Kieran Wong presented the Draft Master Plan.
Generally, the feedback was positive with commentary centring around the treatment of the heritage
buildings and the protection of the natural environment. Attendees seemed genuinely pleased with
the proposal’s focus on creating a community focussed space but would have appreciated a wider
promotion of the consultation.
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Design ideas presented at the meeting
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CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

ARCHITECTURE +
URBAN DESIGN +
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE

Cantonment Hill Master Plan
DRAFT: Public Presentation and Consultation, September 2011
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VIEW FROM CANNING HIGHWAY:
Naval Store: bike workshop and stairwell entry marker
Signal Station: viewing platform + signal marker

5m

10m

3

20m
5

SECTION THROUGH THE SITE :
The steep topography is crossed with pathways that are safe, secure and active.
Bike paths, walking trails and places to stop for a rest and engage with the view enliven the journey.

7

4

LEGEND:
1. Nature playground with nature walk

4

7

12

2. Covered seating area with water play feature

6

3. Passive recreation, irrigated lawn area

5

12

4. Community garden plots
5. Naval store - bicycle store
6. Access tower to top of the hill and landmark

11

to Fremantle from Queen Victoria bridge +

8

6

7

light beacon in the evening
7. Sea marker buoys location for interpretive

12

10

signage that align with a view from the

7

signal station viewing deck (subject to bush
7

12
12

7

conservation approval)

8

8. Location for various interpretive activities
9

11
7

12
12

9. Winding stairs through landscape for
exercise and informal play
10. Signal station - interpretive centre

12

11

10m

20m

SECTION THROUGH THE SITE : MARKERS OF MEMORIES
Visible from the road and highway, the markers guide visitors around the site.
The path is sometimes lifted off the ground, minimally interacting with the Bush Forever zones.

VIEW FROM SIGNAL STATION:
Pathways through the site contain stories, histories and markers of memory.
The site is open, permeable, safe and secure

11. Picnic area

8

12. Re-vegetated bushland

11

7

12

10

8

12

14. Restructured access to signal station
12

10

9

13. View of uncovered tunnel

8

carpark

7

8
8

8

11

9

11

13

13
12

12
7

7

8

12

8

12

9

9
8

9

Timber boardwalk

TUCKFIELD ST

5m

QUEEN VICTORIA ST

7

0

and possible public art opportunity

13

Compacted earth path

Compacted gravel

Hardstand surface

New concrete path

8
Rubber softscape
surface
Water play

Irrigated lawn area

Boundary line

Re-shaped topography

New tree

New Shrub

Existing verge tree
Under pruning and re
vegetation

Cantonment Hill Master Plan: D R A F T

3

Swamp beautifying

0

VIEW FROM NEIGHBOURHOOD GARDEN:
0
A space for the local community to gather, play and celebrate the seasons.
A place to kick a footy, walk the dog, meet friends and grow a garden together.
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SECTION A-A THROUGH THE NEIGHBOURHOOD
GARDEN :
10m
20m
Photos show “play poles” - interpretive play, nature play - exploration and discovery guide the design of any play areas within the site.
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CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

COMMUNITY VIEWS

C O M M U N I T Y C O N S U LTAT I O N 1

F E E D B A C K S U M M A R Y : 		
1.0		
Naval Store
1.1		
The lack of visible car parking from the surrounding roads presents concern as to how
		
people will navigate into the site.
1.2		
The access stair in the corner of the Naval Store would be a good visual indication of
		
movement and activity.
1.3		
The construction of a new traffic bridge should present an opportunity for increased
		
parking in front of the Naval Store. Re-aligning the road to allow parking in front of the
		
building would aid in its activation and create the impression that it was being utilised.
2.0		
Signal Station
2.1		
The architectural merit and historical significance of the Signal Station should not be
		
underestimated. It shouldn’t be masked or shrouded in anyway that compromises its
		integrity.
2.2		
The original use of the buildings should be reflected in their reinterpretation.
2.3		
Wrapping the Signal Station in an external skin would detract from the heritage and
		
architectural integrity of the building.		
3.0		
Bush Forever Site
3.1		
The site shouldn’t be over engineered; the joy of the place is its roughness and sense of
		adventure.
3.2		
Better access is required to the back edge of the Naval Store. A good, accessible path will
		
also serve as a means of activating the rear of the building.
4.0		
Oval Area
4.1		
This zone should remain a rocky outcrop and not become too manicured and sculpted.
4.2		
Play equipment should be low key and selected to integrate with the natural surroundings
		
as much as possible.
4.3		
The location of the community garden should be out of site and private.
5.0		 General
5.1		
The whole site should be integrated with the Army Museum to become a defined precinct.
5.2		
The potential for increased space in front of the Naval Store due to the proposal of a new
		traffic bridge.
5.3		
These types of consultation meetings should be held with more notice and better 		
		advertising.
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COMMUNITY VIEWS

C O M M U N I T Y C O N S U LTAT I O N 1
community
fruit trees
on top have a spining
beam of light at night

TA B L E O N E :
•
Locate the lift at the back of the Signal Station so as not to disrupt the image of this iconic
building.
•
Naval Store should be multi- functional and could incorporate the following initiatives:
bookshop, cafe, garden.
•
There should be a better link to public transport and safer pedestrian access to the site.
•
The Signal Station should have  a cafe on the ground floor as well as an interactive museum.
There could also be space allocated for private uses for the community.
•
Evolving light and art displays could be incorporated onto the side of the Naval Store that
would capture the attention of passing vehicles and draw people into the site.

light/art display
book shop
cafe
glass roof

link to cat bus
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replication of past activities
gnd cafe
1st interactive museum
free telescopes

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

COMMUNITY VIEWS

swap garden with
playground location

low key play ground
on same level

C O M M U N I T Y C O N S U LTAT I O N 1

TA B L E T W O :
•
The original landform of the hill should be reinstated. However, preliminary costing needs to 		
take place prior to committing to any earthworks, particularly at the northern edge of the site.
•
Play equipment and pathways to the recreation zone should be low key and simple in their 		
design and sympathetic to their surrounding natural environment.
•
Location of community garden be swapped with the playground so that people can see the 		
children playing whilst the garden remains out of sight from the road.
•
Cantonment Hill isn’t the ideal site for a community garden as no-one in the area would be 		
interested in it.
•
The possibility of universal access seems more apparent or easily achieved in the line behind
the Naval Store.
•
Public toilet access could be provided through a side entry into the Naval Store if approval was
granted by the Heritage Council.
•
The access platform concept some liked , others didn’t.
•
A lift attached to the eastern side would be sufficient but also can’t be obtrusive and must be
financially possible to be implemented.
•
Fencing should be remain along Tuckfield Street.
•
All Bush Forever and the area between the Signal Station and Museum needs to be re-		
vegetated. Remove exotic plants. Replace the trees killed by the recent engineering works.
•
Integrate the Army Museum more thoroughly with the site so there is more cohesion between
the activities at Cantonment Hill.
•
Keep any construction to a minimum.
•
The Signal Station is an anti-social magnet and the site needs to continue to be fenced to make
access difficult.
•
The proposed glass access tower received a mixed response form the audience.
•
Bollards and planting should be used to create a unobtrusive barrier between the Queen 		
Victoria Street lights and the front of the Naval Store.
•
Obtain the advice of an engineer as to whether it’s possible to have pick up/drop off access 		
located in front of the Naval Store.
•
Reticulate the lawn area in the first stage.
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COMMUNITY VIEWS

C O M M U N I T Y C O N S U LTAT I O N 1

C O N S U LTAT I O N M E E T I N G T U R N O U T
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F E E D B A C K F R O M T H E TA B L E S :
•
The original landform of the hill should be reinstated. However, preliminary costing
is needed prior to committing to any earthworks, particularly at the northern edge of the site.
•
Play equipment and pathways to the recreation zone should be low key and simple in their
design and sympathetic to their surrounding natural environment.
•
Location of community garden be swapped with the playground so that people can see the
children playing whilst the garden remains out of sight from the road.
•
Cantonment Hill isn’t the ideal site for a community garden as no-one in the area would be
interested in it.
•
The possibility of universal access seems more apparent or easily achieved in the line behind
the Naval Store.
•
Public toilet access could be provided through a side entry into the Naval Store if approval
was granted by the Heritage Council.
•
The access platform concept some liked , others didn’t.
•
A lift attached to the eastern side would be sufficient but also can’t be obtrusive and must be
financially possible to be implemented.
•
Fencing should be remain along Tuckfield Street.
•
All Bush Forever and the area between the Signal Station and Museum needs to be revegetated. Remove exotic plants. Replace the trees killed by the recent engineering works.
•
Integrate the Army Museum more thoroughly with the site so there is more cohesion between
the activities at Cantonment Hill.
•
Keep any construction to a minimum.
•
The Signal Station is an anti-social magnet and the site needs to continue to be fenced to
make access difficult.
•
The proposed glass access tower received a mixed response form the audience.
•
Bollards and planting should be used to create a unobtrusive barrier between the Queen
Victoria Street lights and the front of the Naval Store.
•
Obtain the advice of an engineer as to whether it’s possible to have pick up/drop off access
located in front of the Naval Store.
•
Reticulate the lawn area in the first stage.
•
Locate the lift at the back of the Signal Station so as not to disrupt the image of this iconic
building.
•
Naval Store should be multi- functional and could incorporate the following initiatives:
bookshop, cafe, garden etc.
•
There should be a better link to public transport and safer pedestrian access to the site.
•
The Signal Station should have  a cafe on the ground floor as well as an interactive museum.
There could also be space allocated for private uses for the community.
•
Evolving light and art displays could be incorporated onto the side of the Naval Store that would
capture the attention of passing vehicles and draw people into the site.

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

S P E C I A L I ST R E V I E W

PR OFESS OR G EOFFR EY

G E O F F R E Y LO N D O N ’ S F E E D B A C K ( 2 5 S E P T E M B E R 2 0 1 1 )
•
Path widths are too consistent; there needs to be more variation in how the path responds to its
surrounding landscape.
•
Marker areas could be made to be more private and family orientated. The markers may be too
dominant in this space and they may not be needed.
•
Re-design the car park so it becomes part of the softscape landscape.
•
For clarity, the connection between the two existing buildings needs to be described in section.
•
Lighting should be nestled into the landform and clustered in areas where people might meet.
•
Develop potential links to the ferry terminal and central Fremantle. The idea of a bicycle trail
should also be developed.
•
Sections need to be cut through the steep areas of the path to ensure they are not more than
1:20.
•
Restrain from over-working the site.
•
Occupy the intimate spaces with an understanding of scale and the human figure. The markers
might be too overwhelming in the space.
•
Think about local workforce, local craft and engaging the community in this project.

LOND ON
2004 - 2008 STATE GOVERNMENT
OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
Government Architect,
Continuing Member of City
of Fremantle Urban Design
Committee and Heritage and
Special Places Committee
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C O N C E P TS
CODA aims to keep the design practical and affordable whilst still offering the potential for design
excellence through offering the potential of high cost- high value structures to be implemented in
the long term. We have put together a series of options that can be delivered in stages with each
design offering various opportunities for public art and site interpretation.
CODA have explored multiple design approaches and have arrived at 3 concept ideas that we best
believe respond to the site and reflect its historical position and significant location.
We’ve reviewed relevant literature and case studies, visited the site on numerous occasions,
imagined how it was used and occupied in the past and translated this into:
1.
•
•
•
•
•
•

T H E M E S FO R T H E H I L L
B I N D I N G PAT H
LO O K O U T S T H R O U G H O U T T H E L A N D S C A P E
E P H E M E R A L C O N ST R U C T I O N / E L E M E N T S
C O M M U N I T Y C O M M U N I C AT I O N S
THE GARDEN
R E I N STAT E T H E H I L L

Opportunities for indigenous camping to be recreated as an
educational interpretive experience in the landscape

Raised boardwalk touches the ground lightly for fragile landscape
areas

Public art integrated into the landscape

A path raising above the ground to become a lookout

Opportunities for indigenous camping to be recreated as an
educational interpretive experience in the landscape

Shaded raised decking

A pragmatic fence is folded into seating - useable public art

Deck widen in areas to form seating

2. G A R D E N O F 5 S E N S E S W I T H 3 L AY E R S O F H I STO R Y
3. C H A R A C T E R ST U D I E S O F W H O M AY V I S I T C A N TO N M E N T H I L L

Re-use chainwire fence
to make a spiral maze

Unique playground design which overcomes topography constraints
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C O N C E P TS

T H E M E S FO R T H E H I L L
THEMES

INDIGENOUS

EUROPEAN

SUMMARY

STRATEGIES

WALKING

PART OF THEIR DREAMING INDIGENOUS GROUPS CAME
TRACK
THROUGH REGULARLY BUT DIDN’T
SETTLE HERE

ONE LANE ONLY
WITHIN THE HILL;
LIMITED ACCESS

AVOID ADDING ANY MORE
VEHICLE ACCESS TO THE HILL

ENHANCE WALKING
ACCESS BY CREATING
A BINDING PATH THAT
LINKS ALL AMENITY;
UNIVERSAL ACCESS

SPIRITUAL PLACE

PORT AND MILITARY
UTILISED THE HILL
AS A LOOK OUT

ALL ABOUT THE VIEW

HIGH POINT OF
THE AREA

O C C U PAT I O N O F
THE HILL

NATURAL LOOK OUT

Moon gazing on the
roof

BUILDING USES ARE TRANSIENT,
THE PORT &
MILITARY OCCUPIED SHORT TERM & NO ONE WILL
LIVE HERE PERMANENTLY
THE SITE FOR A
SHORT PERIOD

CAMP SITE NO
PERMANENT SETTLEMENT.
PLACE OF SHELTER

Crazy stair climb

EPHEMERAL
STRUCTURES AND
PUBLIC ART

Lots of little lookouts

C O M M U N I C AT I O N

FIRES WERE LIT TO
COMMUNICATE TO OTHER
GROUPS ON ADJACENT
HILLS

FOOD

A FOOD SITE INCLUDING A
SPRING NEARBY

LAND MARK

PART OF THE 7 HILLS OF
THE AREA

FIRE WAS USED TO COMMUNICATE
TO THE MEN INCARCERATED IN
ROTTNEST

PART OF THE DREAMING STORIES

THE PORT
COMMUNICATED TO
SHIPS

THE SIGNAL STATION BE USED
AS A HEADQUARTERS FOR
COMMUNICATION

FIRE PIT FOR
INDIGENOUS GROUPS
INTERPRETATION;
INTERPRETIVE
CENTRE; COMMUNITY
COMMUNICATIONS;
SIGNAL FLAGS

GIFTED INITIALLY AS CURRENTLY, PROTECTED
BUSHLAND WITHIN THE HILL
A GARDEN FOR THE
PEOPLE

BUSH TUCKER,
COMMUNITY VEGETABLE
GARDEN
REGENERATE THE BUSH

PART OF THE HILL
WAS ALTERED

REINSTATE THE
ORIGINAL LANDFORM OF
THE HILL

Flag communication
to the Freo people

Reinstate hill landform
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C O N C E P TS
T H I N K I N G O F T H E S I T E I N T H R E E D I M E N S I O N S / 3 L AY E R S O F H I STO R Y
• INDIGENOUS
• WHITE CIVILIAN SETTLEMENT
• A R M Y/ P O R T
GARDEN OF 5 SENSES
COMMUNITY GARDEN & LAND ART GARDEN
At the bottom of the site, facing Burt St, is the Barracks Museum. Here the history of the Western
Australian army is presented through its collection. Around the corner on Tuckfield St, are two turn
of the century houses, one of which is referred to as the sea captain’s house. The north-eastern
boundary wall of this house could be removed and replaced with a series of raised vegetable
garden to be shared amongst the community. The residents that live opposite and around the culde-sac could be given first option to participate. The third zone is the oval which should be kept
relatively flat and clear but which would work well as an indigenous land art site (in the vein of
gentle sculpting of the land art projects of the 60s.
3 layers to SIGNAL STATION
This tiering could also be applied to the signal tower itself – the lynch pin of the entire site. It too
has three layers. The ground floor could again reflect the military history, the middle floor white
settlement and the top floor Indigenous history. The exterior of the building could be repaired but
remain unchanged (excepting the roof space which would need to have safety rails to enable safe
access to the roof space). The roof space should have no signage, just spectacular views.
The top of the signal tower to have a giant flag that could and should change throughout the year;
this is Fremantle’s welcoming landmark.
ENTRY STATEMENT
The Canning Highway side of the site is currently an unremarkable entry statement to the
City of Fremantle. The Naval Store could be altered to enable the footpath to be widened and it
would create a perfect site for an ephemeral public art garden (with the emphasis on garden
and ephemeral). This acknowledges the original intention of the gift of land to Fremantle as a
public garden while also creating an ever-changing, dynamic, unique entry-statement into the
city. It would proclaim: ‘Fremantle is a city of artists, it is a city with a rich history, a passion for
the environment, you are welcome, this place is alive and vibrant.’ A 4-6 month turnaround for
the artworks with a minimal brief stating it should be ‘a public garden’ with a low environmental
impact, leaving it open for artists to create amazing vertical gardens or a giant dingo sculpture
out of plants or sculptural flowers from cheap solar lights, anything should be possible. The site is
well lit, with high visibility all times of day and night and difficult to access making it an ideal site
for ephemeral artworks created with the understanding that most viewers will be seeing the work
by car or bus or boat. A seat and perhaps a drinking fountain could also be incorporated into the
site for pedestrians into Fremantle.
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EPHEMERAL PUBLIC ART GARDEN, BUSH FOREVER GARDEN & ROTTNEST ISLAND PINE GARDEN
An ephemeral garden site next to a Bush Forever site is a perfect symbol for Fremantle’s ideals. A nice
link would be if the married quarters one day became artist residences or studios.
A SPINE through the site could be for children with nature play activities around the Indigenous land
art area running into signal games/activities around the signal tower (reflecting all the different
signalling done from the site including the fires lit by Aboriginal relatives to communicate with
inmates at Rottnest on Sundays, and various the army and navy signalling) and then the old tunnel
leading to a range of tunnels and climbing and SAS training type activities. This could possibly
culminate in the Naval Store building newly re-located to the middle of the Barracks carpark. It could
provide a large enclosed play area for kids full of climbing and balancing type equipment. The City of
Melville has a space like this at the Melville Recreational Centre on Canning Highway but there is no
public equivalent in Fremantle. It could help bring new life to the Barracks Museum in the way that
the playground at the Heathcoate site in Applecross has.
In summary
•
3 layers of history:  Indigenous, white civilian settlement, Army and Port.
•
5 gardens: Land art, local native bush forever, special reserve of Rottnest Island Pines,
community vegetable garden and ephemeral public art garden.
•
A spine of children’s activities reflecting the three histories possibly culminating in a public
children’s physical activity centre.
•
An entry statement to Fremantle: the changing flag on the signal tower in the middle of a
bush forever site and an ephemeral public art garden with artist activity and possibly artist living
(in the married quarters). This with the dynamism of a working port would be a fabulous way to
continually acknowledge that the city itself is a dynamic creation and a mix of natural and human
forces.

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

C O N C E P TS
4 E X A M P L E S O F E P H E M E R A L A R T G A R D E N S I N B I L B A O , S PA I N 2 0 1 1 :
CAVERNA VEGETAI (PLANT CAVE)
Author: Arantza Ozaeta Cortázar, Álvaro Martín Fidalgo [tallerDe2], Location: Zona Peatonal Epalza
Provenance: Madrid – La Rioja
Caverna Vegetal (Plant Cave) is an incredible garden of silver and crimson. Its beauty lies in its ‘natural
peculiarity’. The silver colour and elevated position of the chosen plant species -Tillandsia Usneoides (Spanish
Moss)- invite the visitor to explore this hanging garden of tangled herbaceous plants.
The ground plan, traditionally considered the main focus of a garden, here provides a backdrop, and the main
attraction is above our heads. There, a support structure assembled, lightweight, and reversible- will be colonised
by this intriguing epiphyte. The result is a soft, cavernous enclosure, under which lies a space isolated from the
surrounding urban rhythm, a landscape of diffuse light and shadow. This vegetal canopy of silver domes sharply
contrasts with the round ground plan of a warm, intense crimson, like a soft ‘red carpet’.
DEDALO MORADO (PURPLE DAEDALUS)
Author: Forstudio, Location: Muelle de Evaristo Churruca – Abandoibarra, Provenance: Portugal
Daedalus was an Athenian architect who worked for King Minos. He built the labyrinth in Crete, in which Minos
imprisoned the Minotaur. Theseus went to the island to fight the monster and, with the help of a long thread that
he unravelled as he went, as suggested by Daedalus, he was able to find his way out of the labyrinth after slaying
the Minotaur. When Minos heard that Theseus’ success was due to the architect’s help, he imprisoned Daedalus in
his own labyrinth, along with his son Ikarus. To escape, Daedalus made some wings stuck with wax, and both were
able to fly out of the labyrinth. Daedalus reached Cumas. But what happened to Ikarus?
The garden is designed in a regular geometrical pattern in which elements are arranged in order to create circuits
between the modules of lavender, which are accessible to everyone and allow different views as one goes deeper
into the garden. A strong and transforming image of the space is created, through the repetition of the modules
which house the lavender, offering visitors an intense visual and olfactory experience.
CANYA BILBO
Author: Jonathan Cory-Wright (CanyaViva), Fátima Martín Álvaro, Location: Plaza E. Chillida – Fine Arts Museum
Provenance: United Kingdom – Madrid
CanyaViva takes advantage of rejected and abundant first-generation biomass (giant reed, Arundo donax), which
usually covers degraded forests and watercourses scattered throughout Spain.
Using just the human resources necessary, and without wasting fuel energy in transforming it, this plant mass is
processed by tying it together with pita fibre, thus producing eco-tecnological structures with harmonious fluid
shapes for use in green construction, living architecture, landscaping and bioengineering.
With the landscape structure proposed for this project, this ancient construction practice is creatively reinvented,
combining it with modern design and the latest techniques in living architecture and green construction, thereby
reintroducing natural resources into their natural cycle of decomposition.
The result is a space that is capable of collecting and storing the water it needs, as well as using the organic
matter produced by some of the plants for the benefit of others. Man, when using the space, promotes the process
of decomposition, by breaking down organic matter in his path.
So, Canya Bilbo is a garden made up of reeds (living and cut) that are able to maintain and regulate themselves,
as though in their natural environment, the wetlands, but introduced into the city, and interacting with humans.
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C O N C E P TS
C H A R A C T E R ST U D I E S C O N C E P T
Considering the range of people who are likely to use and enjoy Cantonment Hill is another
approach we’ve used in developing the ideas and concepts for the master plan. Below are a few
examples of the types of people we expect to utilise the space, however, in reality, we expect it
to be enjoyed by a much more diverse selection of people.
The Family Outing

Steve is a 45 year old long distance runner. He lives on Brown Road in Bicton, approximately five
kilometres from Cantonment Hill and regularly will run to the Signal Station for a work out early
in the morning before work. He uses the stairs that wrap the Signal Station for a more intensive
workout or runs a loop from the bottom of the Queen Victoria Bridge (Beach Street) to the top
of the Signal Station several times before returning home.

It is a warm and sunny Saturday in May and the Burns family decide to have a picnic in
Fremantle. Mr Burns and Mrs Burns live in Coogee with their three young children. They decide
not to travel too far and decide upon Cantonment Hill Park because of its multiple playspaces.
They pack up a bbq lunch and get everyone into the car and on the way.

Just like Jacobs ladder in Kings Park, the stairs at Cantonment Hill attract a series different
possibilities for people seeking outdoor activity. There are people that run the tower like Steve
and others who use the open spaces for group activities. Often he will encounter a group of
people using the grassed oval area for boxing classes early in the morning.

They arrive from Queen Victoria Street, drive past the Barracks Museum and park on Tuckfield
Street where there is street parking and a place for them to unload the car. Mrs Burns finds a
picnic bench under a tree, close by the bbq area and playground.

To keep his exercise routine interesting Steve will sometimes cycle the longer or scenic route
around the river to get to the oval before running to the top of the Signal Station.

The day is warm and the children cool off playing in the water fountain with the other children.
Mr Burns keeps a keen eye on them as he stands over hotplate cooking their lunch. They all sit
together at the picnic table to eat and watch the port in the background, listening to the distant
clunking and banging noises of the cranes and boats unloading.
Once their lunch has settled they decide to pack up everything and go for a walk to the
secret garden where there is a walking trail and trees to climb. They get out the pram for the
youngest and walk down Tuckfield Street where the path veers off the street and into a shaded
parkland area. The trees overhead create a thick cool canopy and the children play hide and
seek together darting in and out of the bushes. Mr and Mrs Burns sit with the pram at a nearby
bench watching the boys chase each other around the tree trunks.
After a short while they decide to follow the red concrete path that winds its way around
trees and slowly up the hill. Along the way they discover different objects and play equipment
nestled in the trees. The children race to them, excited with anticipation of what they will find
next. Mr and Mrs Burns follow close behind with the pram.
As they near the top they reach a fenced area where part of the old Military tunnel is
uncovered. Along with the older children, Mr Burns is fascinated by the interactive interpretive
sculpture that reveals the Indigenous history of Cantonment Hill. They finally reach the top of
the hill where there is a grassed area and a small kiosk. They find a spot in the shade and sit
and have an ice cream together watching the boats coming into the port.
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The paths that run through the Cantonment Hill site also provide for a variety of different
fitness levels. Steve enjoys the challenge in the gradient of the site and there is always a nice
piece of grassed area or street furniture for him to recover, stretch and watch the sun rise over
Fremantle.

The motor vehicle occupant
Stephanie is a 23 yr old who lives in Wembley with friends. She works in an office on High
Street in Fremantle and will commute to and from work via car or train. The view of Cantonment
Hill from the intersection of Canning Highway and Queen Victoria Bridge is a familiar and iconic
landmark marking her arrival in Fremantle. Passing it by has become part of her daily ritual.
The activity she views from her car each day has inspired her to visit the hill and to learn more
about the place.

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

C O N C E P TS
The Local Dog Owner

The German Backpacker

Trisha lives a couple of blocks from Cantonment Hill on Glyde Street in a small two-bedroom
house with her partner. Their yard is tiny and doesn’t get enough direct sunlight to grow
vegetables so they have acquired a small plot of garden space at Cantonment Hill. They also
have a dog called Bruno who, due to the small back yard, requires daily walking.

Angelika has been travelling Western Australia for the past two months and has recently arrived in
Fremantle for a short visit before she explores the southwest. The last couple of days she has spent
wondering the streets/galleries and beaches that are within walking distance of her hostel, the
Backpackers Inn on Pakenham Street, Fremantle. She is told by a French tourist sharing her dorm
of a great cycle path that leads you up to a tourist stop point on Cantonment Hill. From here you can
walk to the top of the hill and enjoy a great view over the whole of Fremantle.

Trisha usually takes Bruno for a walk in the mornings before work. It only take about 7
minutes for her to get the Cantonment Hill, so she brings along a tennis ball to throw for
Bruno once she gets there. They usually spend around 30 minutes in the park in the morning
during which time Trisha collects ripe vegetables from their garden for use at home.
On the weekends they usually spend more time tending to the garden and enjoying the view
from the park. They have got to know to some of the people who own the other garden beds
and they help to care for each other’s vegetables whenever they can. Once a season they
organise a big picnic lunch where everyone from the community garden joins together to
share a big picnic lunch. There is also a community pizza oven which they all enjoy.

She decides to take a short 10 minute walk to Mercer Cycles International on South Terrace to hire
a bike. Once she has a bicycle she makes her way back down South Terrace, onto Market Street and
along the port. She then rides all the way along the glassy river, under the Queen Victoria Bridge
and across the main intersection at the pedestrian lights.
The old Naval Store building that sits at the edge of the road was bustling with activity. There was a
mountain of bikes parked out the front, all colours, types and sizes, some belonging to people that
were spending this sunny morning drinking coffee and eating cake looking over the river. Others
were bikes that people were renting for a day, cycling the river route or bikes that sat waiting to be
fixed by the resident bike shop specialist.
Angelika decided to park her bike out side and get a homemade lemonade from the café before
making her way to the top of the hill. The inside of the store building was full of different things to
do and see. There were artists that worked in open studios and gallery rooms where their work was
sold. Above hung different mezzanine levels where you could sit in a window in the warmth of the
sun and eat an ice cream or lounge spaces where groups of friends sat together chatting. The very
back of the building opened up on to a steep wall where children were learning to rock climb.
Angelika sat near the open roller door on a stool in the sun and finished her lemonade while
watching the port in the distance. She then decided to climb the stairs in the glass tower next to the
Naval Store and make her way to the top of the hill. The glass tower went up three levels and opened
out at the backside onto a steel footbridge where she could see a rooftop garden and people sitting
in the sun. She continued along the walkway, which wound its way up the north side of the hill. Every
few minutes there was a station, with a place to rest and a plaque that described one of the stories
of Cantonment Hill.
As Angelika neared the top of the hill she could see the old Signal Station building wrapped in a
steel walkway. She climbed all the way to the top, stopping occasionally for a photo where the view
was perfectly framed. From here Angelika could see Monument Hill Park in the distance and then
decided that this would be her next destination.
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D R A F T M A ST E R P L A N
The Draft Cantonment Hill Master Plan options have been developed from the range of concept
ideas that need to encompass multiple considerations from providing options that address the
building and landscape heritage, community desires and ensuring alignment with various statutory
documents including the City of Fremantle’s Strategic Plan.
An indication on how the options are consistent with the Strategic Plan are provided below:
URBAN RENEWAL AND INTEGRATION
• Cantonment Hill offers an opportunity to develop an under utilised and public open space by
providing increase amenity and access that is designed for both the local community and the
larger community including tourists.
• The restoration of the Naval Store and Signal Station and utilised to accommodate future
relevant uses will ensure their longevity and future use.
CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
• The master plan offers waterwise design solutions using local native plant species.
• Creating a path network throughout Cantonment Hill will encourage users to remain on the
path within the fragile bush areas (Indigenous Garden and Bush Forever).
CHARACTER
• All options offer multiple locations for public art installations and interpretive opportunities
within the Signal Station, Naval Store and landscape.
• Multiple individual interpretive and public art opportunities are possible and therefore can be
installed over a long period of time enabling a wide range of community and artist input.
COMMUNITY SAFETY
• Realignment of the path from Canning Highway to Tuckfield Street to enable a view from and
to both roads offer the possibility of lighting this dual use path and further improving the
safety of this route.
• Maximising the uses possible for Cantonment Hill encourages more people into the reserve
which increases incidental surveillance.
These ideas have been further developed by the considered and detailed feedback from the
Working Group and the first community meeting. Arising from this feedback a further two options
were created, one that is a refined version of the first option and another that contains suggestions
from feedback and alternative opportunities that were identified in the Opportunities and
Constraints Report but not applied in Option 1.
F U T U R E ST U D I E S / P E R M I S S I O N S ( O U T S I D E T H I S M A ST E R P L A N )
1. Tunnel access available through conducted tours to be investigated – who would develop this
tourist opportunity is to be determined outside this master plan process.
2. Access to the underground Control Room feasibility -who would develop this tourist opportunity
is to be determined outside this master plan process.
3. A separate detailed study is required for the development of both the Signal Station and the
Naval Store that needs to work in conjunction with funding guidance such as Lotterywest.
4. Relevant conservation approvals for buildings and Bush Forever site.
5. Approval required for integrated access and parking within the Barracks Museum.
6. Several Section 18 Applications through the Department of Indigenous Affairs will be required
for each stage of construction.
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A L L O P T I O N S C O N TA I N :
1. Re-vegetation of the Bush Forever site.
2. Retain all trees throughout the site.
3. Trees planted in the Bush Forever area and in front of Signal Station will need to be a smaller
endemic variety to avoid blocking views from Signal Station.
4. Endemic trees in the Indigenous Garden are be identified with signage and protected during
construction. All new planting to be local natives and include larger tree varieties.
5. Local native species will be planted in the reinstated hill landform area along Queen Victoria Street.
6. Trees are to be planted along the access road, provided they don’t completely block the existing views.
7. Beautification of the sump to be carried out by the City of Fremantle.
8. New paths constructed will have intensive local native planting installed immediately adjacent to
ensure bushland and Indigenous Garden areas are reinstated.
9. Indigenous Garden and Bush Forever areas are not planned to be irrigated. All planting will be
conducted after the first rains of winter, be of tubestock size and if required have limited truck or
handwatering where access is possible.
10. Restoration of Naval Store and Signal Station.
11. Landform recreation to the Canning Hwy/Queen Victoria Street edge. Retain part of the constructed
oval area for informal active recreation. .Remove the stacked earth on top of the cliff/natural contour
that currently creates a visual barrier to views of the River from the upper part of the Oval and from
the Street to the Oval and Hill. Remove the spur created by the stacking of earth alongside the Gun
house/Bush Forever boundary path be removed to create a more natural/softer link with the Bush
Forever site and to remove the current location of the steep path in the unsafe ‘valley’.
12. Introduction of a dual use pathway between Queen Victoria Street and Tuckfield Street.
13. Removal of current fencing throughout the site, particularly along Queen Victoria Street, Tuckfield
Street and within the oval and Indigenous garden. Replace with black chainwire along perimeter of
Queen Victoria Street, the oval area and to the rear of the Naval Store (height to be determined).
14. Fencing to be retained between the Barracks Museum and private houses.
15. Along the Tuckfield Street perimeter replace existing fences with black recycled plastic bollards.
16. Continue to limit vehicle access to the Signal Station.
17. Allow vehicle access during the day with a gate to be installed near Burt Street.
18. Access road to the Signal Station to be upgraded and where possible an adjacent footpath
constructed to provide a link to the Barracks Museum to the Cantonment Hill path network.
19. Vehicle access to be limited to the opening hours of the Signal Station, with ‘out of hours’ access to
be allowed only during sanctioned events.
20. The Oval area to be reticulated with the lawn area permanently irrigated and garden/revegetation
areas reticulated for a two year establishment period. Currently, the site has no bore and is not
included in the list of works due to the small amount of long term irrigation planned for this park.
21. Entries into Cantonment Hill to be celebrated with each entry an opportunity for Public Art.and
interpretive information. For example, entry into the Indigenous Garden to be low key and ‘secret
garden’ like, whereas entry to the Oval Area will represent the ‘public entry’ into Cantonment Hill.
22. All options propose a type of platform, look out or rest area, but size and number vary. These areas
provide multiple opportunities for interpretive activities as well as public art or a combination of
both.
23. A combination of materials to be used for the path, with opportunities for community artists to
provide input into the path design and construction.

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

Public art offering a tactile sound experience

Childrens art integrated into the landscape

Entry into the different areas are opportunities for public art and
introducing the character of the park

Local materials used to contribute to a unique Cantonment Hill
character

Dual access pathways to bind Cantonment Hill and link into existing
path networks

The Naval Store could be used for a range of purposes. Exhibitions,
performance, markets, studio spaces.

Private spaces nestled into the landscape with robust seating is
imagined for the Indigenous Garden area

Paths that meet universal access standards encourage elderly
visitors to walk

Careful integration of paths and steps into the landscape will be
required within the Bush Forever and Indigenous Garden areas

Low walls provided informal seating opportunities

Platform lookout offering a space for smaller community or family
events within the bushland overlooking the river and harbour
Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
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D R A F T M A ST E R P L A N
OPTION 1
M A X I M I S E D U S E A N D H I G H E R C O ST O P T I O N
This option provides opportunities for the site to accommodate a range of activities from smallscale events through to large gatherings. Both buildings have supporting structures/buildings that
penetrate the building fabric offering universal access to all levels. The feature of this option is the
transformation of the Signal Station without the fabric of the building being dramatically altered.
In principle the second skin could be removed and there would be minimal trace left on the Signal
Station of its existence.
NAVAL STORE - Events Theme
1. The Naval Store southern façade requires a new opening (Subject to Heritage Approvals) at
mezzanine level to link the proposed Access Tower and provide direct access to the Bush Forever
area and to Signal Station.
2. The proposed Access Tower could function as a pedestrian link between Queen Victoria Street
and the bushland located several metres above. It’s envisaged that the new structure would
stand as a significant entry statement into Fremantle with an integrated notice board providing
information to passing motorists and pedestrians.
3. The uses are related to an Events theme and include exhibition space, event space, kitchen, studio
space, storage. Workshop with storage facilities for annual community events, eg. Fremantle
Festival Float construction and storage.
4. Universal access to mezzanine floor is provided internally by the installation of a lift.
5. ACCESS TOWER (with stairs) links Queen Victoria Street to the Bush Forever area and onto the
Signal Station
SIGNAL STATION - Sky Focus
The Signal Station as a marker to the entry of Fremantle will be strengthen through an independent
sculptural structure that weaves it way around and up to a new lookout that can be accessed by all.
During the evening the Signal Station façade could be lit up with the new structure disappearing into
the night. The new structure could contain the universal access toilet and a small takeaway coffee
bar to support the Interpretive Centre.
1. The Signal Station is wrapped in an structurally independent secondary skin that enables

universal access to all levels including to a roof-level lookout.
2. Redesign the landscape around the Signal Station to incorporate seating areas.
3. Irrigate lawn areas and strategically place new trees to ensure the view from the Signal Station is
not negatively impacted.
4. Retain parking hardstand and define parking bays, providing the required number of disability
bays.
5. Proposed Uses:
GF: Reception and office area
Level 1: 3D movie room & bean bag planetarium
Level 2 and Roof: Lookout / Telescope sessions
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OVAL AREA
1. A large site specific designed community playground incorporating water play and informal
seating. An integrated shading structure with playground and picnic area to be located 1.5
metres below the lawn area and nestled into the hill.
2. An area dedicated to a community garden to be located along the Gun Cottage boundary. The
success of this project would be subject to community interest and developed as a separate
project.. The neighbourhood garden offers the opportunity for the local community to gather with
a common purpose of cultivating locally grown produce.
3. Large shade trees are strategically planted to enable view cones to the river and provide shade to
proposed seating along the Tuckfield Street border.
4. Carparking is formalised along the verge to accommodate the increased use of the site.
5. Upgrade or repair brick boundary wall along the proposed community garden site.
BUSH FOREVER AREA
1. Bush Forever pathways to be constructed from predominately raised timber composite boardwalk,
minimising the impact on the bushland.
2. Four key lookout areas to incorporate ‘Markers of Memory’ public art, interpretive opportunities
and seating to enjoy the bush site and view. It is suggested that the public art works be of a large
enough scale to be viewed from the Old Fremantle Traffic Bridge and the surrounding street.
3. The lookouts to link the Signal Station to both the oval and the Naval Store through the proposed
Access Tower.
INDIGENOUS GARDEN AREA
1. Paths linked to picnic areas provide access to spaces that are private and protected from the sea
breeze and traffic noise.
2. Several pause points along the path offer private contemplative spaces as well as a space for
larger gatherings and offer interpretive and public art opportunities. Two larger areas offer
tables with seating for picnics.
3. Steps wind around existing vegetation to create interest and alternative pedestrian routes. Steps
to be incorporated for exercise as well as children’s play.
4. Materials to be highly tactile and visually stimulating.
5. A bridge-like structure located over the tunnel incorporates a sound sculpture that reverberates
sound from the tunnel below.
6. Tunnel Sound Sculpture reveals what is hidden below - the tunnel. The route of the tunnel is
highlighted with intense planting of a local shrub species.
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D R A F T M A ST E R P L A N O P T I O N 1
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D R A F T M A ST E R P L A N
OPTION 1A
SCALED DOWN VERSION OF OPTION 1
This Option is a refined version of Option 1 with a significantly reduced playground component
and seating area, incorporating space for nature play and associated equipment. The Community
Garden is reduced in size to create a picnic area. The Signal Station will function independently,
with a full restoration but no universal access and public toilet facilities proposed.
Below outline the key features of this option:
NAVAL STORE - Community Theme
1. The uses are related to an Community theme and include workshop spaces, event space,
small market area, a place for local goods to be bartered. Cafe seating located on the open air
mezzanine level (partial roof removed) shared with design studio space.
2. Universal access to mezzanine floor is via the ACCESS TOWER lift.
3. ACCESS TOWER with lift, links Queen Victoria Street to the Bush Forever area and onto the
Signal Station.
4. Proposed opening on north-east wall to improve access and connection to oval area.
5. Redesign the front hardstand area to accommodate a drop of /pick up bay (subject to
engineering feedback and Main Road approval)
SIGNAL STATION - Indigenous Art Support
1. Parking redesigned to limit parking for the Signal Station to disability bays and staff parking
only.
2. Main path near the Signal Station enables easier pedestrian access.
3. The forecourt lawn area is linked to the Signal Station through a redesigned landscape and
provide a landscaped entry to the Signal Station.
4. No universal access to Level 1, 2 or roof proposed.
5. Proposed uses:
GF: Reception and office area (retrofit to enable universal access)
Level 1: Indigenous Gallery (access via existing stairs)
Level 2: Artist in residence/teaching space for Indigenous art (access via existing stairs)
Roof: No public access
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OVAL AREA
1. Expanded nature play area adjacent to the newly planted bush buffer area. Minor seating area to
be located adjacent to playground.
2. Careful design and low fencing will be required to protect newly planted native bush areas from
natural play zones.
3. Newly planted bush buffer area to incorporate an informal pathway that can be linked back to the
dual use pathway and Tuckfield Street footpath.
4. Small community garden space.
5. Dual use path edges the designated community garden area with the main BBQ and seating area
occupying the higher lawn/informal stage area.
6. Main seating area with BBQ and pizza oven to be located adjacent to the proposed community
garden.
7. Lawn area is divided into two levels with a low retaining wall providing a raised informal stage or
picnic overflow area.
8. Screen the deteriorating brick boundary wall with native shrubs.
9. Parking reduced to reflect the lower scale of development (x 10 bays), with additional overflow
parking available on the irrigated verge (approx x 6).
BUSH FOREVER AREA
1. Two viewing platforms, one smaller in size and more suitable for individual contemplation and
one larger lookout located on the original site for larger gatherings with multiple seating options.
2. A switchback style ramp/path provides universal access to mitigate the steep landform and
provide a low gradient pathway link between the Oval, Access Tower and Indigenous Garden Area.
3. The original viewing platform is connected directly to the Signal Station via steps.
4. Lookouts will accommodate interpretive artwork that can be seen from outside the site but still
exist within a small footprint.
INDIGENOUS GARDEN AREA
1. Pedestrian connection to the Barracks Museum is restored with a lockable gate managed by the
Museum. A more welcoming entry access instead of a functional chain wire gate would improve
the link between the museum and offer another public art installation opportunity (Subject to
approval by Barracks Management).
2. All existing paths and steps are to be upgraded and retained (Same as Option 2).
3. Interpretive public art opportunities within the informal meeting areas.
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D R A F T M A ST E R P L A N
OPTION 2
S U BT L E I N T E R V E N T I O N
The development footprint in the Bush Forever Area is reduced with fewer paths and rest areas and
the addition of direct stair access from Queen Victoria Street to the Signal Station. A new building
to the south of the Signal Station is proposed to provide universal access. The tunnel is uncovered
within the Indigenous Garden and the oval area’s development is reduced to a low key nature play
area, picnic area and irrigated lawn area.
Outlined below are the key features of this option:
NAVAL STORE - Active Theme
1. The Naval Store to be the base for Fremantle’s first rental bicycle store, strengthening the
perception of the town as a bike friendly. Non-profit activities that support cycling such
as a repair and swap shop are also proposed. A cafe pod with mezzanine level seating will
encourage cyclist to meet at the Store and enjoy a coffee.
2. The uses related to an Active theme and also include an adult gym, kindi-gym and rock
climbing facilities.
3. Removal of part of the roof to visually link with the hill, Signal Station and the sky above.
Subject to Heritage approval and a thorough review of potential negative impact on the
interior fabric being exposed to the elements.
4. The Naval Store frontage to Queen Victoria Street incorporates a planter bed to help improve
the pedestrian environment by creating a physical buffer that will also soften and frame the
Naval Store façade.
5. Ephemeral Art Garden, a combination of plant material and inert materials, that is managed
and regularly renewed. This garden responds to the dynamism of a working port and a way
to continually acknowledge that the city itself is a dynamic creation and a mix of natural and
human forces that are constantly renewing and changing.
SIGNAL STATION - Fremantle Focus
1. Parking hardstand area redesigned to accommodate pick up/drop off area for the Fremantle
Tourist Tram (subject to approvals) and, if space allows, tourist buses. Bus parking will be
available in the Barracks Museum site (subject to Barracks management approvals) .
2. A proposed building adjacent to the Signal Station. The extension will include a lift and link to
each floor and rooftop via a platform.
3. The Signal Station will require retrofitting to accommodate the extension (Subject to Heritage
approvals).
4. Proposed uses for Signal Station:
Ground Floor to contain reception/administration functions for the Interpretive Centre located on
the 3rd floor.
2nd floor to be used as a Recreational Mariners Communication Office.
Rooftop retrofitted to meet safety standards to enable public access.
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OVAL AREA
1. Nature playground creating exploration and imaginative play with informal seating is located
along the northern side of the oval, nestled into the hill.
2. BBQ, pizza oven with tables and seating located along the southern boundary to maximize views
to the harbour and provide protection from the prevailing sea breeze and traffic noise.
3. Nine bays of parallel parking along Tuckfield Street.
BUSH FOREVER AREA
1. Universal Access path connects the Indigenous Garden to the Oval Area.
2. Universal Access path/ramp connects the Signal Station building to the original viewing platform
site.
3. A winding staircase that cleverly avoids trees and threatened plant species connects Queen
Victoria Street to the Signal Station.
4. Three viewing platforms, one located on the winding stairs, one on the dual access path and one
located on the original viewing platform for larger gatherings. Lighting incorporated into the
platform areas to highlight the features of the landform.
5. Existing limestone track is upgraded with handrail to guide walkers, preventing accidental
deviation into the bush area. Storm water run off redirected along several locations to prevent
excessive path erosion.
INDIGENOUS GARDEN AREA
This garden area, along with the Bush Forever, are ideal places for interpretive educational activities
for the local indigenous community in educating their families and also school children in the
practices, history and stories of Cantonment Hill and the wider area.
1. Pedestrian connection to the Army Barracks Museum is restored with a lockable gate managed by
the Museum (subject to Barracks Management agreement).
2. The existing tunnel is uncovered in areas where the structure has been weakened with guard rails
along the perimeter of the uncovered tunnel.
3. A bridge over the uncovered tunnel enables a view into the tunnel below.
4. All existing paths and steps upgraded and retained.
5. Minor paths are of varying materials and widths, responding to the surrounding landscape and
are linked into the dual use path.
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CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN
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C O M M U N I T Y C O N S U LTAT I O N 2

PROJECT:			

A11028 Cantonment Hill

LOCATION:			

Site visit to the Cantonment Hill Signal Station and Presentation at the

				Army Museum Lecture Hall
DATE: 				
SITE VISIT:

Sunday, 12 February 2012

		9.30 am - 10.30am

PRESENTATION:		

11:00 am - 12:00 pm

PRESENTATION FOLLOWED BY ONE HOUR OF QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
AT T E N D E E S :
Approximately 43 people attended
MEETING SUMMARY:
The presentation commenced at 11.00am and was attended by approximately 43 members of the
local community. Cr. Rob Fittock gave a short introduction to the project. Kieran Wong presented the
3 options for the Draft Master Plan. An hour of question time was allocated and a record of the se
questions and answers are collated on the following pages.
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C O M M U N I T Y C O N S U LTAT I O N 2

Q U E ST I O N & A N S W E R S :
Q1. Will there be secured areas or is the whole site accessible 24hrs a day?
A1. The signal station will have limited access due the need for staff management in the proposed
facilities but the pedestrian and recreation areas will be available to access 24hrs.
Q2. Concerning the parking and access to the site, the number of parking bays doesn’t appear to add
up to the number of people expected to use the site.
A2. The sites parking options are very limited, the option of using the military museum car park are
still being explored but the site has never been intended as being Fremantle’s answer to Kings Park
with large bus tours, restaurants, large café’s and galleries.
Q3. Is it possible to include the Rottnest Island pines in that grow on the south side of the site in the
bush forever zone?
A3. There are other methods of protecting these trees without including them in the bush forever
zone. Due to the limited lifespan of the vegetation, changing the zoning in the south area of the site
greatly reduces the future development flexibility. The trees have been protected in the draft master
plans.

Q U E ST I O N & A N S W E R S :
Q7. There is no direct connection between the naval store and the signal station for easy access for
the disabled, elderly and children. The bush forever site does not seem enough to entice people to
walk the path to the signal station as there are no larger trees or wildflowers which usually attract
people or encourage walking.
A7. The inclusion of the site on the Fremantle CAT bus route would allow access to the multiple areas
on the site and encourage using the walking paths as a loop to reduce the walking distance. There
has always been a tension between the number of parking bays and the over development of the
sites walking paths for accessibility.
Q8. The inclusion of the site on the regular bus route would negate the need to include it on the CAT
bus line as people are opposed to using this bus system.
Q9. The lowered parking numbers help to reinforce the sustainable approach to the design of the
site and the lowered budget option would promote a greater level of interaction with the developed
areas, children play and learn while their parents assist in managing the community garden.
A9. A high level of site interaction has always been one of the goals in the master plan.

Q4. Who will be responsible for managing and caring for the community garden?
A4. There are two options for the future management of the community garden:
1. The garden is open to the community and will be managed by users.
2. An external group, a number of which have been approached, will manage the garden.
Fremantle arts centre has a management approach for its artist in residents that may also be
considered in the management of the community garden.

Q10. There should be a large number of shading structures, larger trees and increased planting to
reduce the lawn area. This lawn area is only used for 2/3 hours out of the day and requires a large
level of watering. Other ways of using the lawn that have longer hours of use and require less water
and maintenance should be considered.
A10. In both draft master plans the lawn areas have been reduced and shade structures included to
facilitate a wide range of uses for the site, both passive and active.

Q5. The number of car bays does not seem to be in compliance with the expected number of site
users.
A5. There is no statutory compliance to meet for public open spaces.

Q11. Will there be a large amount of seating and shaded areas included to increase the diversity of
users on the site? Also, there used to be flags raised on the signal station every day but recently they
have been removed, will these be returned?
A11. All the master plans include seating and shading. Both schemes include flags that would be
raised from the signal station to emphasise it as a landmark.

Q6. The integration of a large number of car bays at the signal station seems to be against the grain
of the project. Is there any way the signal station could have a more direct link to the store to reduce
the need for this large number of bays around the tower?
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COMMUNITY VIEWS

C O M M U N I T Y C O N S U LTAT I O N 2

Q U E ST I O N & A N S W E R S :
Q12. Have any school children been included or consulted in the development of the two master
plans, after all they are the future of Fremantle and will be the one of the main groups using the site?
A12. No children have been consulted in the development of the plans but there will be opportunities
for school groups to run art or gardening programs from the site.
Q13. Has there been a cost analysis on draft master plan A?
A13. Draft master plan A was used as a starting point; it was a selection of all the suggested ideas for
each section of the site and represents the ideal usage of the site without a budget limitation. This
plan was used as talking point in discussions to aid decisions on what was necessary to achieve a
successful, interesting and usable site, which areas to work on and include and which ideas would be
left to later development of the site.
Q14. How much and where is the funding for the project coming from? What is the timeline for the
funding?
A14. The project funding will be broken into instalments, we are still unsure about the amount and
timeline for the funding. The project has been designed to allow for each element to developed
separately so the project can be undertaken as a staged development. This allows choices to be made
about which area of the site will take development priority.
Q15. Why is the viewing platform being retained if the signal station is being restored use?
A15. The viewing platform will be used as a rest stop in the path leading up to the signal station.
Q16. What will be done to prevent the site’s 24hr access encouraging drinking and antisocial
behaviour in the area?
Q17. Will anything be done about the dangerous traffic conditions on Tuckfield Street when the
parking numbers are increased?
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C O M M U N I T Y C O N S U LTAT I O N 2

WRITTEN FEEDBACK SUMMARY:
• This report contains a register of written submissions received from the final DRAFT Master Plan for
Cantonment Hill.
•

Comments were received in writing, via email or forms handed in by hand to the City of Fremantle.

•

Twenty submissions were received. Slightly more than 50% did not state a preferred option for
development of the site, with 9 nominating a preference for Option 1, 1A or 2. The table notes the
submissions and preferences below:

•
•

NUMBER OF PREFERENCES WITH STATED PREFERENCE:
Nine (9)

•
•

NUMBER OF SUBMISSIONS WITH NO STATED PREFERENCE
Eleven (11)

•
•
•

OPTION 1		
OPTION 1A		
OPTION 2		

0
3
6

CAR PARKING
4 submissions prefer a 16 car bay option
3 submissions prefer no formalised parking.

WRITTEN FEEDBACK 3 OPTION OVERVIEW:
Option 1: Closest to the original option shown in the first consultation.
Key elements: Additional buildings 1. Signal Station (SS) wrapped with a second skin to offer
universal access to all levels without significantly altering SS fabric.
2. Stair Access tower entry statement adjacent to the naval Store
3. large scale playground and facilities
4. large area given to a community garden
5. raised decking areas in Bush forever with several large viewing decks that would accommodate
multiple large groups with amenities that would enable a picnic.
6. multiple areas for groups and smaller contemplative spaces within the indigenous garden.
Option 1A:
1.
Access tower entry statement with lift to path and Naval store
2.
Path network is complex to mitigate topography
3.
No universal access provided to upper levels of SS
4.
Limited access and parking to SS for only staff and for Universal Access - increased garden
forecourt
5.
Oval has an informal stage area
6.
Fewer and smaller viewing platforms in Bush forever
7.
No new ‘play’ steps in indigenous garden
CODA believes the most successful base plan that could accommodate additional changes is Option
2.
Reason:
1.
Path network simplified
2.
Variation of ways to move through the site but with minimal intervention in bush forever but if
tower was built the path location could easily link to it.
3.
The path structure of the Indigenous garden area can be added to with more steps etc as
individual projects.
4.
Oval area is designed as a response to previous community feedback (and WG)
5.
Tourist Access to the SS is a priority
Each element is noted on the legend to enable easy referencing, providing the opportunity to pick
elements of all 3 plans. This enabled participants to identify preferred and no-preferred options in
all schemes. This has also had the unfortunate effect of creating a great variety of responses, and a
complex mix of preferred and non-supported components.
Based upon feedback highlighted in ITALICS on the following page, we have updated the final
concept plan.
Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
Responders to Cantonment Hill Submission:

1. Angela & John Syms
2. Permaculture Fremantle
3. Devon Cunningham (Parks and Landscape – City of Fremantle)
4. Dean Davidson (Manager City Works – City of Fremantle)
5. Paula Amaral
6. Rob Fittock (Councillor, City of Fremantle, draftsman & contractor, Kerman)
7. Robyn Richmond
8. Andrew Olney
9. Diana Davies
10. Audrey Bolger
11. Cathy Hall (Fremantle Society Management Committee)
12. Stephen Anstey
13. Pamela Walker
14. Ross Vegas
15. Anthony Benbow (West Australian Repeater Group)
16. Anna-Maria Palermo
17. Peta (Surname?) (Miss Pixie email)
18. Roger and Christine Harrison
19. John Hooper
20. Adelyn Siew (Heritage Council of WA)
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
Response by: Angela & John Syms 21/2/2012
Preferred option:1A
We would support Option 1A as this locates the playground areas away from Tuckfield St with less
likelihood of noise problems for local residents and less danger from traffic for children.
Comments:
•
Tuckfield oval - Community permaculture demonstration garden & active recreational area.
Integrate the sites into a functional community hub.
•
Retrofit into a multi-purpose building incorporating a performance/workshop space as well as
office and studio space for community NGOs & artists to share.
•
The low retaining wall - mini amphitheater (ref 19) should be removed and this area expanded
as part of the proposed passive recreation zone (ref 3) to maximise the area for children’s activities.
Providing an adequate level area for children to play ball games on has always been a fundamental
requirement of the Cantonment Hill Residents Action Group (CHRAG).
•
We question the need for a Pizza Oven (ref 8) as we doubt the benefit & level of use of such a
facility and the ongoing problems in maintaining it in good working order.
•
We doubt the need for a community garden plot and feel this will become neglected.
•
The diagonal parking bays shown in Option I A should be adopted whichever option is finally
chosen as this is believed to be the safest parking layout.
•
Any proposed playground equipment should not be multi-coloured but muted to blend in with
the escarpment - we don’t wish to have it look like a “McDonalds” playground.
•
We fully support the need for toilets to be provided so long as these are located at the Naval
Stores.
•
The recognition to maintain existing “View Corridors”(ref P 1.7) should be included on all
options. No large trees to be planted anywhere that will obstruct residents current views (ref P 59
item 3).
•
Include the recommended “Crime Prevention Through Environmental Design” (CPTED) on all
options as this will become a real issue.
•
We would support the installation of bollard type barriers along the Tuckfield St boundary of
the Oval instead of fencing.
•
Suggestion for reticulation of Tuckfield Oval site - Consider the collection of rainwater from
the Naval Stores and Gun House, which both have large roof catchment areas, which could be used to
reticulate the oval site using an underground storage tank that could be topped up from mains water
as required?
•
The Signal station - We do not support any of the proposed “modern” alterations or concepts
for this site as it would destroy the historical/ heritage nature of the Signal Station area and the cost
would most likely be prohibitive. We would support a low level Cafe facility or arts shop with viewing
access from the top floor.
•
The Naval Stores - We support any of the proposed development plans for the Naval Stores and
have no further comments on this.
•
Proposed bus service - We would recommend that the existing “CAT Bus” service be extended
from the Arts Centre, up Finnerty & Vale streets to East St. then along Canning Hwy to Queen Victoria
St as a better option than the proposal to extend the tourist bus service to Cantonment Hill.
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
Response by: Permaculture Fremantle 20/2/2012
Preferred option: 1A
We support many aspects of Option 1A of the Cantonment Hill Draft Master Plan, which appears to be
the most viable option.
Comments (on current design):
•
Nature play - Integrate play equipment with edible landscape/community garden (ie. fruit trees,
berries & perennial herbs) to provide food and shade as well as education for children and parents
alike about where different foods come from and how the way in which we get our food can become
an integrated community or home-based system rather than one dependent on fossil fuels and distant
farms.
Integrating the community garden area/edible landscape and children’s play areas would not only
reduce the cost of implementing these elements, but would function in a mutually beneficial way, ie.
parents being able to supervise at the same time as becoming involved with a community gardening
project or simply having a sheltered, pleasant (and edible) place to sit while their children play and
learn.
•
Passive Recreation Zone - Whilst having an open space to kick a football or throw a frisbee is vital
in any community open space, this particular site, being on a coastal sandy/limestone hill is incredibly
prone to excessive evaporation from wind and sun and having extensive grass lawn would be a highly
water and energy-intensive proposition. Efforts should be made to keep any lawn areas to an absolute
minimum (ie. A thin corridor for a football/sports activities) and focus more on protecting the fragile
sandy soil with shade trees and ground cover species to minimise resource usage and improve the site.
The notion of ‘active’ rather than ‘passive’ recreation is far more appropriate to this site, as it is not
only a landmark area for Fremantle, but due to it’s proximity to the nearby residential areas, it also has
the potential to become an important community hub within the surrounding neighbourhood. For this
reason, focusing more on interactive aspects of the design (community garden/food forest, woodfired
pizza oven/communal outdoor kitchen space…etc) would be far more beneficial, as it would not only
encourage a sense of community ownership, but also become an inviting, vibrant drawcard to the site.
•
Naval store - While we support the proposed ‘community theme’ design of the naval store,
we would like to highlight that this would only be truly functional if managed by an independent
community-based management group.
Further consultation with interested community groups should be undertaken to determine a purposebuilt retrofit and to maximise the potential uses of the building.
o
The use of a large portion of the space as a multi-purpose music and performance venue. Due
to the location of the building on a busy highway and the river as well as it being set into a limestone
cliff, it has the rare advantage of little risk of generating noise complaints. This would present a great
opportunity for Fremantle’s thriving music and arts community to hold high-profile events without
disturbing surrounding residents.
o
Modular & semi-permanent studio/office spaces (moveable walls/barriers) for artists, community
groups, NGOs and site management committee. To have community groups and organisations making
use of the space of a regular basis would again promote a sense of community ownership and help
create a vibrant community hub.

WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
o
The proposed café would provide an important centre for community interaction and is an
essential element in the design. To expand on this concept, the café should eventually build a
relationship with the community garden (or an additional rooftop/open air kitchen-herb garden in the
naval building) to again promote a sense of community involvement and ownership of the space as well
as the idea of integrated sustainable food systems.
o
With bicycle access being essential to the site, a small bike-service centre and workshop could
be included to again promote the sustainability angle, support a small local bicycle business and
encourage bike riding.
•
Parking/Access - Many concerns have been raised about parking and access to the site. These
further highlight the need to engage the surrounding neighborhood residents who’s main means of
transport will be by foot.
o
The site should include a CAT bus stop so that other visitors to the site are encouraged access it
during the day via public transport.
o
After hours and night access by car could be catered for by negotiating parking agreements with
surrounding businesses such as Officeworks and also the council Beach St parking lots.
o
Parking at the site (Tuckfield St) should be limited mostly to accessible & disabled, scooter/
motorcycle, loading zones and bicycle parking spaces.
o
By promoting the site as a ‘sustainable gateway’ to Fremantle, the issue of limited parking
becomes a positive step towards encouraging bicycle riding and walking as much as possible to reduce
reliance on the car.
•
Funding - A conversation has been initiated with Lotterywest’s ‘Big Ideas’ panel about their
opinion on a Sustainable Gateway concept at the entrance to Fremantle (see Appendix 2). So far, they
are very supportive of the idea and want to keep informed.
Permaculture Fremantle would be happy to work with Fremantle council, The Cantonment Hill Master
Plan working group and to engage with grant writers and funding bodies in order to secure adequate
funding for the various stages of this project.
•
The following are proposed uses of two of the Cantonment Hill sites:
o
Tuckerfield Oval - Community permaculture demonstration garden & active recreational area.
Integrate the sites into a functional community hub.
o
Naval Store Warehouse - Retrofit into a multi-purpose building incorporating a performance/
workshop space as well as office and studio space for community NGOs & artists to share.
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
Response by: Devon Cunningham, 3/2/12, Parks and landscape - City of Fremantle
Preferred option: 1A
Both options 1 and 1a have good points. Option 1 a is a more expensive and invasive option – but more
exciting as well.
Comments:
•
Maintenance needs to be considered in good detail – Parks maintenance and Waste Management
need to be involved – maintaining paths, lookout structures, vegetation and cleaning bins, bbqs,
drinking fountains etc.
•
Construction of paths etc also needs some consideration – how much needs to be cleared and relevelled to provide good access which can then be reasonably easily maintained?
•
My overall comment would be that we need to produce a masterplan which has staged
implementation so that the areas which require immediate expenditure to prevent irredeemable
loss (maybe buildings, maybe revegetation, or combination of both) are dealt with first and then the
additional infrastructure follows.
Response by: Dean Davidson, 3/2/12, Planning Manager – City of Fremantle
Preferred option:
(Not stated)
Comments:
•
Fremantle ports’ interest with this draft master plan is that its north western boundary is adjacent
to Canning Highway and Victoria Street. These roads provide road freight access to the east end of
Victoria Quay (via Gate 3) and are designated primary road freight routes in SPP5.4 Road and Rail
Transport Noise and Freight Considerations in Land Use Planning. The east end of the Victoria quay
plays an important role in facilitating trade for the state and it is essential that its operations and its
road freight routes are not constrained by inappropriate development.
•
Option 1A, in the draft master plan, proposes the construction of a pick-up and drop-off zone
between the old Naval Store and the Canning Highway/Queen Victoria Street intersection. The concern
is that this may adversely affect the safe and efficient movement of vehicles along Canning Highway
and Queen Victoria Street, which could adversely impact on operations in the east end of Victoria Quay.
For this reason it is important to ensure that any proposed pick-up and drop-off zone is designed
and constructed so that it does not affect the safe and efficient movement of vehicles using Canning
Highway and Queen Victoria Street.  As such, it is suggested that this proposed pick-up and drop-off
zone should only be constructed if it can successfully integrate with adjoining Roads.
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
Response by: Paula Amaral 14/2/12
Preferred option: 2
•
I give option 2 my absolute preference, but I would like to include from option 1: (See
comments below)
Comments:
•
F, 4 and 5 which is the box like building on the right of the Naval store, as a modern connecting
tower from Canning Hwy to the top of the hill.
•
Number 14 which is the 16 bay car park as opposed to the 9 bay one in option 2.
Response by: Rob Fittock, 14/2/12
Preferred option:
Not stated
Comments:
•
Council and councillors are keen on some sort of café at the signal station and although it
cracks a mention in the options as a kiosk it is something they would consider to be required….I think
we need to look at that option
•
I see universal accessibility to all levels of the signal station as a given so your option of some
sort of wrap around would be supported by councillors….it might look a bit like a birdcage but it would
be hard to argue against excluding wheelchair access and people with disabilities….we could bring in
the big anti-discrimination guns
•
I would prefer direct access into the naval store via a walkway from the hill to punch thru the
roof to access a lift to the mezzanine and ground floor levels….the existing stairs from the mezz floor
may need an upgrade
•
I like the idea of more soft surfaces so reducing the parking area in one of your options does
this and so what if we lose 3 or 4 car bays…..it could also open up the possibility of exposing part of
the control room

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
Response by: Roger Harrison 27/2/12
Preferred Option:
•
We are in favour of Option 2.
•
Everything in it is to be applauded.
Comments:
•
We especially like the way the signal station is to be used.
•
The interpretive function is terrific so that both indigenous and European history can be
recognised and be clearly interpreted.
•
The incorporation of the viewing platform is a must
•
The nature play component is great.
•
The site needs to have public access and be a key site for visitors to Fremantle. The proposed
use for the signal station in option 2 will do this. It is proposed that the site only be available during
daylight hours.
•
Consideration should be given to provide access for people to avail the views of sunsets and the
harbour lights. Maybe on 1 day of the week (Saturday) closing could be extended to, say, 8pm. Wedding
photos could be taken and the general public could enjoy the evening views.
•
The plan alludes to the CAT bus. This fantastic service should be re-routed. From the CBD it should
travel up High St (continue with the CBC stop), cross Ord St to the next existing stop which would be
Monument Hill, turn left into East St and install a new stop at the Vale St intersection called Eastern
Gate(the DoH flats are to be abolished and it would be a perfect time to establish a bus bay there),
continue down East St to a new stop between Dorothy St and Canning Hway to be called George St, the
next stop would be Cantonment Hill just after the Fremantle Traffic Bridge and the next stop would be
just before Ord St and called Arts Centre. The CAT would turn right into Ord St and continue its existing
run. This proposed route is desirable because:
·
Once the master plan is implemented, Cantonment Hill will be a significant Fremantle attraction
for both visitors and locals. The CAT bus will link it to the Fremantle CBD.
·
By running down East St, East Fremantle residents (especially the high density nodes) will have
ready access to the Fremantle CBD.
·
The proposed route only adds 3 extra stops with 2 extra bus bays.
·
The new route brings all the main sites into the CAT bus’ route – Monument Hill, Cantonment
Hill and the Army Museum and the Arts Centre. The Arts Centre stop is only a short walk from the Arts
Centre itself.
·
East St jetty is close to the route so Fremantle visitors and boat charter patrons have access to the
boarding point.

WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
Response by: Andrew Olney 16/2/12
Preferred option:
Not stated
Comments:
•
SIGNAL STATION
o
I think the Signal Station is a very important land mark and entry statement to Fremantle as
one enters from North of the river or down Canning Highway - it symbolises Freo as an important past
and present commercial port.
o
And its restoration should be a priority in any works undertaken. It would be a shame to cloak
such an icon is an outer structure to obscure its underlying form.
o
I would have thought it would be a reasonably easy task to light up the station at night. Perhaps
with simple WHITE for the main structure and a RED port and GREEN starboard lights
•
NAVAL STORE
o
As outlined the access from Canning Hwy is limited. A steel stairway could connect the rear of
the store to the Park behind - perhaps linking the mezzanine floor area to the park to bring the focus
and main entry to the park side and away from the traffic area.
o
Whatever the final outcome there will always be constraints due to lack of money. It would seem
better to do a few things well with whatever budget is available and allow for integration later than
trying to do too much and only half doing it properly in the first place.
•
Once the oval is developed and fencing removed along Tuckfield street it would be desirable to
limit the vehicle traffic exiting off Canning Hwy up onto Tuckfiled Street.
•
I know this is probably a Main Roads issue but it is common for drivers to exit at speed off
Canning Hwy and continue around and up Tuckfield Street past the oval where there will be presumably
increased pedestrian activity.
•
The exit from Tuckfield heading North/West onto Canning Hwy could remain to allow traffic to
exit the area. Is this something I should take up with Main Roads?
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
Response by: Diana Davies 14/2/12
Preferred option:
Not stated
Comments:
•
Universal Access to SS and primary focus on the tourist possibilities in the SS :
o
I feel this is not necessarily desirable, and that the whole site should become interesting and
integrated and afford great views and spaces to be, without the focus being on climbing the SS,
having a lift to different floors etc. I see this as fragmenting the experience.
o
I see the SS more like an historic lighthouse which you can climb but it’s not necessarily the
main event, and I would prefer to see it having light use and not altered much.
o
I like the ideas for its use in option 2, ie some historically relevant community use, not just a
tourist destination. It’s such a great, simple space and the building design itself is a big part of its
impact.
o
I don’t think another Indigenous art gallery is warranted or a good use for the site. Its use
should relate to its previous use and its aspect - the incoming/outgoing dichotomy - not on looking at
things inside it.
•
PUBLIC ART:
o
I wouldn’t want too much of this - keep the place more as is and don’t spoil it with indifferent
artwork, or too much.
o
It would be great to have a seriously good large sculpture park on the oval and for the Navy
Store to become a large sculpture workshop/artist in residence etc, but the question of funding
would be another whole concern in that case - and without it the quality wouldn’t be there.
o
On the other hand, if the FAC and AGWA could concoct a project on an international level with
public/private funding that would be a great extension of the scope of both institutions and a great
entry statement for Fremantle, linking it with the arts etc. ....! A lot of the good public art in Freo is
minimal and that works eg the recent window installation in the Woolstores .
•
PATHS:
o
universal access is not necessarily universal. I need more unmade paths for my own walking
purposes because I can’t walk far on hard surfaces. There’s a dearth of such paths in this area. The
beach is the nearest.
o
Link the planning of paths is crucial. I’m thinking of some other local landscaping eg the Merv
Cowan park, which appears to have a promising Acropolis-ascent-like quality to it, but there’s never
anyone there. It’s a bit boring - seems like a failed design. I think there’s the potential for that to
happen here, in a not dissimilar site. I’m not sure how successful Boyeembara is either in terms of
paths - also a bit boring. Might be worth a big spend on landscape design. Board walks in some bush
places as in Reabold Hill are good - where they make sense functionally. Sitting places throughout
very important, but maybe not major picnic platforms etc   Don’t over-produce these elements.  Make
the existing landscape features work (better than public art too!).
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
•
COMMUNITY GARDENS:
o
I don’t think the site on the edge of the path is a good one. It seems to me that community
gardens are often best when really embedded in the community, not in a disparate site. I guess
they’ve worked at Apace and Fern, but they’re communities in themselves.
o
Also, I think the site is too exposed and windy. I’ve seen some great community gardens on
hillsides (also sculpture parks) eg in Seattle, but there are a lot of elements at work in the siting.
•
THE OVAL:
o
I still don’t see a key compelling element in the ideas for the oval and I don’t think it should
be developed just for its own sake. An oval per se still seems OK, with better edges and shade.
o
Play area is fairly well catered for in the George St park, which is a really well-used site, but
it doesn’t have a large area for games. As it is, I never see anyone at the oval and wonder whether it
would get used.
o
It’s very exposed for picnics and barbecues.
o
A pretty simple native planting extension of the Bush Forever site and developing as an oval
seems like a path of least intervention at this stage.
o
The idea of a small nature playground might be OK. But anything like the Rio Tinto park in
Kings Park I don’t like - why not just go to the bush? Especially if there’s going to be a significant
bush site right next to it. All due respect to the efforts so far, but maybe we need to keep thinking
outside the square on this one.
o
Is there some environmental use - how about a solar array or a wind farm? Give the
neighbours something to really complain about. Maybe design students could have a go at it (or has
that already happened)?
Response by: Audrey Bolger 23/2/12
Preferred option:
•
I am mainly in favour of Option 2 of the above plan but with suggestions as follows: (See
comments below)
Comments:
•
I am not in favour of restricting vehicle access to signal station parking to daylight hours
•
I am not in favour of the community garden shown for area 8 in other options as this would
require a committed group of people to be responsible for upkeep - and this could be hard to achieve
since many have their own gardens or are already involved in other community gardens in the area.
However, a compromise might be for some fruit trees and bushes to be planted in area 8.
•
I would like to see the access tower/ entry station near the Naval Store, shown in Options
1/1a, retained as a long term goal
•
I think uses for Naval Store should be worked out slowly, with more community consultation.
•
Generally, I think the priorities should be landscaping of the oval area and construction
of good access pathways so that people can start to use the area. However, I think upgrading of
pathway 19 could be left to a later date.
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C O M M U N I T Y C O N S U LTAT I O N 2
WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
Response by: Cathy Hall 28/2/12
Fremantle Society Management Committee
Preferred option:
•
In specific terms we suggest draft Option 2 be the preferred option being most in keeping
with the relevant Burra Charter principles of “lighter touch” adaptative re-uses. We commend the
planned ongoing involvment of a broad range relevant stakeholders into the further development
and implementation processes and recommend where stakeholders consider appropriate that
archaeological assessment work would enhance the potential if story telling at the site.
•
Where feasible we recommend you consider the following amendments to Option 2 (several
from your Options 1 & 1A) which may be more in keeping with the historical uses of the place in its
renewal. (See comments below)
Comments:
•
SIGNAL STATION
o
Access - 1. Restricted vehicular access to Universal Access as Option 1A) 15 is recommended. 2.
Registered Tourist Tram/Bus pick-up & drop-off only is recommended.
o
Uses - 1.Consider replacing proposed First & Second floor options with site specific local
Interpretation Centre. 2. Retain First floor Reception & Cafe & Roof Viewing platform
o
Community Gardens - Consider including proposed Community garden element from Option
1A)
o
Mini Amphitheatre - Consider including proposed Mini Amphitheatre as Option 1A) 19.
•
NAVAL STORE
o
Access - 1. Consider including proposed construction of Universal Access structure as Option1
o
Uses - 1.  
Response by: Robyn Richmond 19/2/12
Preferred option:
Not stated
Comments:
•
The many ideas will not interpret into reality without income.
•
I propose that the signal station precinct be the subject of a public expression of interest. It
would incorporate the restoration of the building with the inclusion of an historical / educational
exhibition with proposals as to what form of commercial use the proponent would want. For example,
a telecommunication company might utilize the site for 25 years in exchange for the restoration
and establishment of an interpretive centre, including indigenous and maritime recognition, plus a
contribution to the environmental restoration.
•
An EOI would be low risk with no obligation to accept any proposals. It would just have to be
balanced to commercial and community needs

WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
Response by: Pamela Walker
28/2/2012
Preferred option: Not stated
Comments:
•
The reason for making this submission is due to concern about some elements proposed in the
Draft Master Plan specifically for Lot 50, the Bush Forever site, and my belief that the final Master Plan
needs to consider and address more fully the complexity of integrating the Bush Forever site with the
Signal Station, Naval Store and Oval.
•
BUSH FOREVER POLICY - The aim of the Bush Forever policy is to provide a policy and
implementation framework that will ensure bushland protection and management issues in the Perth
Metropolitan Region are appropriately addressed and integrated with broader land use planning and
decision-making. This will secure long-term protection of biodiversity and associated environmental
values. The policy recognises the protection and management of significant bushland areas as a
fundamental consideration in the planning process, while also seeking to integrate and balance
wider environmental, social and economic considerations. In general terms, the policy does not
prevent development where it is consistent with the measures in this policy and other planning and
environmental considerations.
•
In summary, in finalising the Strategy Plan please consider the important qualities of the Bush
Forever Site No. 490. The Bush Forever Policy recognises the protection and management of significant
bushland areas as a fundamental consideration in the planning process. I ask that the Final Report
reduces the number of paths and boardwalks in the Bush Forever site, deletes the proposal to create a
firebreak by clearing a 20 metre wide perimeter strip from the Bush Forever site, and reconsiders and
balances the desire for vista over the Bush Forever site, in accordance with natural area management
principles.
•
A large area of Cantonment Hill has recently been placed under the City of Fremantle’s care,
and the Draft Master Plan contains some proposals for the development of the Signal Station, Naval
Store and Oval that are exciting and have merit. Please do not neglect or irreparably damage the Bush
Forever site in the process of achieving these visions.
Response by: Ross Vegas 28/2/2012
Preferred option: Not stated
Comments:
•
We would love to look at one of the buildings on cantonment hill for a possible new home for the
circus school.
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
Response by: Stephen Anstey 27/2/2012
Preferred option: 2
Comments:
•
Overall I support Option 2. Its minimalist stance and options outlined for the site’s elements
are its attractions.
P7 History - Add under the year 2000: CHRAG and the Army Museum mount major community
campaign to keep site in public hands. Thousands attend two major rallies, attracting national media.
This site was very hard fought for. This was the campaign that secured the site for the public and as
such is important to note. It demonstrated how much this site meant to the community.
•
P13 ACCESS - Agree with all the recommendations here.
•
P16 VIEW CORRIDORS - Remove ‘Grain silos’ as they were demolished long ago.
•
P17 VIEW CORRIDORS - Strongly endorse: Opportunities third dot point and
Recommendations first dot point.
•
P18 EXISTING USES - IMPORTANT POINTS: Add something about the need to:
o
Re-route the CAT bus up Finnerty St. ,down East St and around left into Canning Highway/
Queen Victoria St past the Naval Store. This would provide fantastic access public transport
opportunities to the site.
o
Lobby to have a new railway station ‘Cantonment Hill’ built as part of the new bridge
development.
•
P28 EXISTING BUILDINGS - Strongly support recognition of opportunities presented by new
bridge proposals.
•
P32 EXISTING BUILDINGS - Strongly support Opportunities fourth dot point regarding the
opportunity of ‘locating a Visitor/Interpretive Centre within Signal Station offers views out to the
river, harbour and to particular historic sites enhancing the interpretive stories of these places.
This is a unique opportunity for the City. In addition to the above interpretive opportunities, there
is no better vantage point, fittingly situated at the gateway to the City, for visitors and residents to
physically place the City within its broader environment.
•
P49 SPECIALIST REVIEW - I agree with London’s points, particularly his point to ‘restrain from
overworking the site’.
•
P52 CONCEPTS:
•
COMMUNITY GARDEN AND LAND ART GARDEN - Removing the wall on the north eastern
wall and replacing it with ‘... a series of raised vegetable gardens’ would in all likelihood be entirely
impractical as this is the residence of the commanding officer of the armed forces in Western
Australia, ie. it is still in Defence Department hands. It is highly likely that there would be security
issues that might prevent this suggestion. Defence Department would need to be consulted about
this.
•
3 LAYERS TO THE SIGNAL STATION - The flag idea is good and supported. It would continue the
Defence Dept. tradition of doing just this (albeit with a giant unchanging Australian flag) which only
lapsed around 10 years ago. (Add this to Option 2)
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
•
EPHERMERAL PUBLIC ART GARDEN - These are very good ideas. Nevertheless in such an
important gateway high visibility area it would have to be well managed and maintained to ensure
that the ‘ephemeral public art garden’ :
- Wasn’t vandalised/didn’t deteriorate before it’s finish date
- Was removed punctually after its finish date to comply with the goal of ensuring ‘ever changing and
dynamic’
- Didn’t become a dump of half rotting (or worse still, half finished) left over ‘ephemeral’ artworks.
That is, the Plan should add words to the effect: …’given this is a highly visible area, this would need to
be well regulated and managed’.
(See also comments on OPTIONS/ Naval Store below)
•
P54-55 CONCEPTS - These are good.
Comments specific to options:
•
P56  All Options Contain
•
I support all recommendations here.
•
Nevertheless they don’t go far enough in articulating the extent of required earth works to
the Oval. Details of this are missing from the Plan. The ‘Landform recreation to the Canning Highway
Queen Victoria St. edge’ is fully supported as the stacked earth on top of the cliff/natural contour
creates a visual barrier to views of the River from the upper part of the Oval and from the Street to
the Oval and Hill. Towards this end it is also imperative that the spur created by the stacking of earth
alongside the current Gun house/Bush Forever boundary path for the adjacent Oval terraces, be
removed. This needs to be written into the plan otherwise it’ll never happen. This will be necessary
to create a more natural/softer link with the Bush Forever site and to remove the current location
of the steep path in the unsafe ‘valley’. These earthworks should receive a high priority in any
works recommended for the Oval as they should precede the installation of features such as paths,
playgrounds and furniture.
•
The recommendation to retain much of the existing upper grassed terrace for recreational
purposes is supported.
•
P62-63 Option 2 - Overall I support Option 2. Its minimalist stance and options outlined for
the site’s elements are its attractions.
•
Positives Option 2 - I support all features contained in this model except for those outlined
below.
•
I particularly support:
o
Plan for the Oval
o
Naval Store: Points 1,2 &4
o
Signal Station: 2, 3 & 4. Point 4: All proposed uses are excellent but the recommendation on
the use of the second floor as an interpretation centre is particularly fine for the reasons stated and
is strongly endorsed.
•
Positives Option 2 with some reservation - (19) The proposed direct pathway from the
Signal Station down to the Oval following roughly the existing track shown in Option 2 is supported.
However, it will be very hard to stabilise. It should possibly be a combination of the track as featured
with the style of track ‘winding stair through landscape for exercise and play’ option (9). Concerted
efforts at revegetation alongside this track will also help.
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
•
NAVAL STORE - The ephemeral public art garden and seating area linked to a café below shown
on the plan/map for Option 2 is a good idea. However, the report needs to:
o
Better articulate this in writing in p62 Naval Store Active theme. The plan can’t propose such a
radical solution (for many) as removing the roof and not fully articulate (beyond stating that it will
visually link with other elements of the site) why this is suggested. Currently it only states: a café
pod with mezzanine seating. There is no mention in the text in this point or section of an ephemeral
public art garden and yet this is a major suggestion (a good one) demanding an explanation. Is
this the proposed site for p52’s suggestion of a ‘…perfect site for an ephemeral public art garden’ or
under the heading: ÉPHEMERAL PUBLIC ART GARDEN…án ephemeral garden site (art or plants?)
next to adjacent to a Bush Forever site...’? This section (p52) doesn’t clarify where it proposes this
ephemeral art garden or ‘ephemeral garden’ to be located. It’s all a little confusing and needs to
be stated in a clearer and more articulated manner in order that we may better understand this
important Option 2 recommendation.
o
Consider whether this is practical to do (or at least list the points below for consideration in the
recommended detailed study consultancy of building uses). What are the implications?
•
- What are the heritage constraints to doing this?
•
- Can an exposed mezzanine floor physically withstand being exposed to the elements?
•
- What access or other issues would there be for artists wishing to install sculptures and other
artworks onto the mezzanine?
(The overall Master plan brief states that recommendations need to be achievable).
•
Features of option 2 not supported
o
The parallel parking shown on the Option2 plan along Tuckfield St should be replaced with the
16 bays featured in Option 1. This number may be reduced a little to accommodate some vegetation
but it needs to expand on the Option 2 number. Current resident and resident visitor usage of the
existing informal parking here would use up the allocated 8 bays shown in option 2 leaving no
parking room for visitors to the site. Parking on the Cantonment Hill site has already been identified
as a potential problem. The Tuckfield St. frontage presents a much needed low impact opportunity to
maximise parking for the site. The alternative informal verge parking options suggested will merely
gouge up any lawn or surface in these areas making it unsightly and unmanageable. Do it properly
first up.
o
The tourist bus/tram hard stand location is completely inappropriate. I totally support tourist
bus/tram access and such a stand/bay but relocate into the existing car park. The Signal station
frontage currently taken up by Option 2’s tourist bus bay is priceless land for creating amenity and
space around the Signal Station. This is the very place, the absolute key spot, that people will want to
relax to take in the views. This area should be grassed and landscaped to facilitate this. Suggestions
for a grassed picnic area in Option 1 are very good.

WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
o
The dual use path coming off the Signal station access road to the current timber lookout is
unnecessary and should be removed. With the opening up of the Hill/Signal Station the role of the
current lookout will be diminished (ie people will go on up to the top of the Hill for views etc rather than
make this the main destination as they do now because of current access restrictions) and hence there
is no need to go to the expense and incursion on the bush that will result with such a path. People will
still access it with the Signal Station-Oval track proposed in this plan.
•
Features from Option 1 and 1A to be incorporated into Option 2:
o
The 16 (or so) parking bays along Tuckfield St featured in Option 1 (see above comments).
o
Grassed picnic area around the Signal Station in Option 1 (restricted to the immediate Signal
Station surrounds and not down the City-side frontage of the Hill) is very good (see above comments).
o
The access tower and lift suggested for the Naval Store in Option 1 is a good idea and
supported, however, it should assume a lower priority than the lift and facilities proposed in Option 2
for the Signal Station.
o
The single picnic bay suggested in Options 1 and 1A sited adjacent to the play areas in the
lower part of Tuckfield Oval is supported. This is however, not to be at the expense of the main cluster
presented in Option2 near the Gun House boundary.
•
Some comments about the other options
o
Concern that many of the pathway options in 1 and 1A probably underestimate the amount of
retaining work required. Option 1A for example would completely overwhelm the site with the sheer
amount of paths and necessary retaining work.
o
I am not in favour of the community garden recommendations in Options 1 and 1A. A handful
of people might be interested but this doesn’t justify allocating a significant area of communal land to
this. The community would have to be canvassed and would have to receive a strong response before
this proposal was progressed. Such a garden would be very prone to vandalism unless securely fenced.
Nevertheless, as suggested by a member of the public at the CODA Community briefing session, a more
modest garden maybe successful if mixed in with the play areas in the lower areas of the Oval.
o
P58. OPTION 1: Notions of an observatory are probably not practical. Discussion with
Astronomical Officer Greg Lowe from the Perth Observatory would suggest that there may be too much
night light spill from the Port for anything but very bright planets or stars to be seen and even then
these would only be visible in the evening at a few select times. According to him there would be far
better places to station telescopes for ‘star gazing’ than Cantonment Hill. He also alluded to other more
economic and logistical impediments to this suggestion. He is however, very happy to arrange an onsite
visit to explore this possibility.
o
The wrap around structure surrounding the Signal Station in Option 1 is intrusive and could well
obscure the views from within the Signal Station. As such it is opposed.
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
Response by: John Hooper 27/2/12
Preferred option:
Not Stated.
Comments:
•
Firstly I am disappointed that none of the immediate effected residents of the area (Tuckfield
Oval) were invited onto the steering committee. John Sims was involved in the original fight to save the
Oval but it is well known that since the master plan has been evolving he has had no input as he has
been very ill during that period.
•
The council, steering committee and CODA have no idea of the problems associated with the
Oval or the road system leading up to and going past the Oval. An increase in traffic to the Oval with
what is proposed would lead to a dangerous situation, what is not known by the committee (as none of
them live in the immediate area) is the access ways on and out of Tuckfield St onto Canning Hwy are
extremely dangerous especially when there is a bus stopped right on the corner.
•
There have been a number of accidents, increasing the traffic flow will just add to the problem.
Vehicles also tear up around the bend leading to the Oval, increased traffic would make the area
extremely dangerous with an increased parking area.
•
At present there are very few vehicles backing out onto Tuckfield from the Oval. The increased
parking area would add more problems to Euphrasie Crts entrance we do have a problem when there
are large concerts at the Arts Centre with traffic movement and cars parking on resident’s verges and
across the entrance to Euphrasie Crt.
•
Over my many years in development I have seen many concept plans, most have parts that are
ill conceived and not thought out and the most effected people not included in the concept planning
this is a case in fact. The Cantonment Hill area should be low key unlike Buckland Hill no facilities,
There should be tracks leading to interesting and significant historical area eg the Signal Station
the path end up at the Art Centre an Historical icon where you have already the main facilities and
infrastructure already that are planned for Tuckfield Oval. If extra facilities are needed then this is the
place to do it. The Art centre in a controlled and secure environment and the final point of the walk
would require no infrastructure.
•
The majority would not know that Tuckfield Oval is used as a half way point for drinkers from the
local Hotels after closing to add lighting and facilities to the Oval would encourage more anti social
activity
•
A kids water park  in today’s world you need people on duty if there was any sort of fatality or
injury the City would be sued, constant monitoring of the water to keep up safe levels(Meningitis
springs to mind)would be needed apart from the fact there is a major water facility down the road at
the Fremantle Aquatic centre.
•
We believe the Oval should have no infrastructure as it in its history has never had any type of
long term structure.
•
As soon as the word improvement is touted we see a certain group come out of the wood work,
looking at past history money is the prime object.
•
Leave the hill and oval as it is and the problem will disappear, leave it as a wilderness track.
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WRITTEN FEEDBACK:
•
It must never be forgotten our forefathers left from that Hill to fight for our country and in some
cases died for it.
•
If we had lost the war no one would be here to say who owns what it would be German or
Japanese, to my mind Australians own this Hill its part of our history.
•
The Euphrasie Crt precinct is the only part of the community with a monetary interest in the Hill
we believe we should have some real in put apart from the fact its right on our door step and we are the
most effected by any planning.
Response by: Anthony Benbow, John Hassell, 27/2/2012
West Australian Repeater Group Inc.
Preferred Option:
•
The West Australian Repeater Group (Inc), a not-for-profit Amateur radio society is keen to work
with the Cantonment Hill Working Group and local community, to explore the option of relocating
our Fremantle-area communication facility to Cantonment Hill. We feel this is an attractive option, in
keeping with the sites’ original use and in line with its heritage significance.
•
In addition it would be compatible with the Recreational Maritime communications area
proposed in Option 2.
Comments:
•
We believe the relocation of the Fremantle-area Amateur VHF voice repeater to Cantonment Hill
signal station would be in line with the station’s heritage and function, and would be of benefit to the
Fremantle community, as well as the wider community of Amateur Radio. Such relocation could be
achieved without affecting the heritage and other uses of the surrounding area.
Response by: Annamaria Palermo 29/2/2012
Preferred option:
•
I wish to register my support for the features outlined in Option 2.
Comments:
•
However, I would add to this option the Access Tower proposal outlined in Option 1 and 1A.
•
I am categorically opposed to the new structure proposed to shroud the Signal station in Option
1.
Response by: Peta
Preferred option: Not stated.
Comments:
Fairy garden 4 the hill.
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W R I T T E N F E E D B A C K F R O M H E R I TA G E C O U N C I L :
Response by: Adelyn Siew, Development Referrals Manager – Office of Heritage 10/2/12
•
Overall the approach outlined in the Cantonment Hill Draft Master Plan makes a positive
contribution to the cultural significance of that part of the Artillery Barracks & Fremantle Harbour
Signal Station (fmr) affected by the proposals, and will enhance the visitor experience and
understanding of the place.
•
While we recognise that the Cantonment Hill Draft Master Plan only deals with that area of
land vested in the City of Fremantle, we encourage continuing liaison with the owners and managers
of the balance of the registered place to ensure that the cultural significance of the place as a whole is
appropriately recognised and interpreted. We note that the Working Group has a representative from
the Army Museum, which is a positive arrangement.
•
We encourage the authors to look at the heritage elements of the place as being opportunities
rather than constraints. A particular strength of the site is the rich history of development and use
of Cantonment Hill for defence and port services, and the extant physical structures are immediate
reminders of this and speak of these stories. The permanent registration status of the place does not
necessarily stifle any development or use: instead we encourage innovative design solutions to the
challenges inherent in the site.
•
Any proposals to adapt the existing buildings including the Naval Store and former Signal
Station will be considered in the context of the Statement of Significance and identified values for the
place, and will be guided by the Conservation Policies contained within the Fremantle Artillery Barracks
- Conservation Plan (2001 ). A copy of this section of the Conservation Plan is included for your
reference.
•
The general approach to the replacement of significant cultural material should be based on a
presumption of restoration and/ or reconstruction over replacement, and be guided by the principles
of the Burra Charter (The Australia ICOMOS Charter for Places of Cultural Significance). Works should
be undertaken by a practitioner with experience in conservation techniques, and be in a like for like
manner to match existing materials.
•
In respect to the proposal to removal a section of the Naval Store roof, it is unlikely that this
would be supported as such an action would result in water penetration to the building, leading to
deterioration of the fabric over time. Alternative approaches such as replacement of a section of roof
with transparent sheeting may be considered.
•
The access issues to the former Signal Station building require some further consideration, and
we suggest that a heritage professional with expertise in this area is consulted regarding a possible
solution. Any proposal to provide universal access via a separate structure or some form of skin/
sculpture would require further information regarding the impact to the cultural significance of the
Signal Station, in particular the impact to the visual setting.
•
It is noted that the area is a significant archaeological resource, and opportunities for further
scientific investigation are encouraged. In the event of any ground disturbance works to areas of
historic significance, an historical archaeologist should be consulted further. Any archaeological
excavation of the site should be discussed further with the Department of Indigenous Affairs to
determine any requirements or restrictions they may have.

W R I T T E N F E E D B A C K F R O M H E R I TA G E C O U N C I L :
•
The use of the former oval for a landscaped public open space is a positive outcome for this
part of the site. We encourage interpretive elements being incorporated into any design features of the
proposed parkland, for example children’s playground equipment could be based on a communications
theme.
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I M P L E M E N TAT I O N ST R AT E GY
POSSIBLE FUNDING SOURCES
LOTTERIES COMMISSION
Informal discussions by CODA with Lotterywest
suggest that the Cantonment Hill projects meets
several of its key criterias for funding. Lotterywest
indicated the approach would be of a wholistic
nature however, it is the opinion of CODA that
community facilities within the oval area would not
meet the criteria for funding, whereas the buildings
and significant indigenous areas may. Bushland
regeneration within a reserve would not usually be
considered but, given the significance of the site and
the rarity of bushland within Fremantle, funding might
be possible. The interpretive opportunities for the site
are significant and funding will also be required to
collate and prepare a Management Plan.
Permaculture Fremantle has also approached
Lotterywest ‘Big Ideas’ panel to obtain their feedback
on a Sustainable Gateway concept for Cantonment Hill
Lotterywest is supportive and willing to discuss this
opportunity further. Refer to page 75 for more detail.
NOT FOR PROFIT ORGANISATIONS
It is evident that community interest in the project is
high and community managed organisations might
also be a source of labour and grants. Rotary, RSL,
SWALSC might all be able to contribute to the project.
The community could also be involved through the
construction process. In many instances, building
materials will need to be transported through the site
on foot to limit damage to its more fragile areas. The
winding stairs of the Indigenous Garden could also be
a separate community project, something which would
embed the site with even more significance.
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COMMERCIAL ORGANISATIONS THROUGH AN
EXPRESSION OF INTEREST PROCESS
The Cantonment Hill Management Committee* shall
call for Expressions of Interest to lease all or parts of
the Signal Station and Naval Store for their best use in
accordance with the objectives of the Master Plan.
Expressions of Interest should be assessed against the
following criteria / principles:
1. How the use will benefit the community;
2. How the use can contribute and enhance
Cantonment Hill as a key destination for a range of
people;
3. How the use can contribute to the wider Fremantle
Community:
4. How the use will meet the objectives of the Master
Plan and the City’s Strategic Plan:
5. The capacity of the organisation to upgrade, repair
and maintain the building in accordance with the
objectives of the Master Plan, heritage approvals and
other requirements;
6. The proposed operating days and hours of the use;
7. The level of public access to the buildings during
operating hours and what public amenities will be
provided;
8. How the use will cater for parking requirements and
propose a traffic/parking strategy that will outline
how the use will not adversely affect the adjacent
residential area.

ASSESSMENT OF EOI
The Cantonment Hill Management Committee shall
recommend to Council its preferred user(s) for the
Signal Station and Naval Store and terms on which any
leases should be entered into.
The Cantonment Hill Management Committee and
the Council shall not be bound by the Expression
of Interest (EOI) process and may elect not to
recommend or grant a lease to any respondents to the
EOI. The Cantonment Hill Management Committee
may enter into direct discussions with any parties
for the use of the buildings in accordance with
the buildings use principles as set out in the EOI
assessment criteria. If the EOI process reveals further
consideration of the assessment criteria is required,
The Cantonment Hill Management Committee can
refine the criteria accordingly.
Any lease or other income derived from the use of
the Signal Station, Naval Store and other areas of
Cantonment Hill should be placed in a trust account
for the use of the Cantonment Hill Management
Committee to progress the development and
maintenance of Cantonment Hill in accordance with
the objectives of the Master Plan.
Note * With the assumption there will be an on-going
Cantonment Hill Management Committee which would
have an approved terms of reference and report to
Council.

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

I M P L E M E N TAT I O N ST R AT E GY
APPROACH
The Working Group recommend that there be the
formulation of a Cantonment Hill Management
Committee which would have an approved terms of
reference and report to Council.
The final master plan contains an Implementation
Strategy that can be sequenced and staged. This
flexible approach enables construction within a staged
framework or the option of smaller isolated projects
being constructed when smaller funding amounts
became available.
The Implementation Strategy includes construction
options for the limited 2011/12 Council Budget. A
decision on how the current budget of $130,000 from
the Public Open Space Cash in Lieu for Euphrasie
Court Development is to be expended is required. Page
88 offers four different expenditure options to aid in
this decision. The Cantonment Hill Working Group also
recommend that Council match this contribution in
their 2012/13 budget to enable Option 1, Option 2 and
the works identified in the Short Term Implementation
section to be constructed concurrently.
SEQUENCING OF CONSTRUCTION
The design has the potential to be separated into small
independent parcels of construction and a suitable
sequence or staging program has been developed
to avoid damaging previously completed stages. The
order of priority for the construction also responds
to community feedback which identified the oval
landscape development as a high priority, also the
buildings part restoration to enable both the Signal
Station and Naval Store to be used while awaiting
further funding. The final decision as to what will be
developed first is still reliant on input from the CoF,
heritage and indigenous approvals and the availability
of funding. These issues will not be resolved during the
master plan phase.
In order to simplify the staging to enable smaller
sub-projects to occur we have separated the heritage
buildings and any future proposed buildings or
significant structure (Access Tower) from the
Landscape Implementation Strategy. For the
buildings, we have outlined the optimum sequence of
construction adjacent.

APPROACH

BUILDINGS

SHORT TERM IMPLEMENTATION
We have identified opportunities that might be
suitable to implement prior to major construction that
does not require a Section 18 Approval.
1. Removal of all fencing along all streets, apart from
where fencing is required for safety, for example along
the limestone wall above along Canning Highway and
behind the Naval Store. Bollards to be installed after
landform earthworks (Stage 1) are completed.
2. Repair windows and up-light the Signal Station
Building.
3. Flag design competition for next major CoF event to
be installed on Signal Station mast.
4. Reconnect services to both buildings to provide
short-term tenancies.

NAVAL STORE
SEQUE NCE OF CONSTRUCTION

SIGNAL STATION
SEQUE NCE OF CONSTRU C T IO N

OPTION 1 - MINIMAL
Enable community use ASAP

OPTION 1 - MINIMAL
Enable community use ASAP

1. Address and repair points of ingress to meet the

1. Address and repair points of ingress issues to meet

necessary codes for public use
2. Repair and restore interior to a basic level*
3. Repair and restore facades

necessary codes for public use
2. Repair and restore interior to a basic level*
3. Repair and restore facades

OPTION 2 - MAXIMISE DEVELOPMENT
WITH CHANGES TO BUILDING FABRIC
Proposed sequence of stages that can be combined or
separated:

OPTION 2 - MAXIMISE DEVELOPMENT
WITH CHANGES TO BUILDING FABRIC
Proposed sequence of stages that can be combined or
separated:

DETAILED MANAGEMENT PLANS
1. Construct Access Tower
Prior to further detail design, it is recommended
2. Connect to Naval Store by creating opening to a
that a Interpretive Management Plan and a Site
mezzanine level
Management Plan be prepared. The interpretive
3. Internal fit out *
plan must have a strong focus on the interpretive
4. Repair and restore facades
opportunities within the buildings and site and draw
5. Undertake landscaping
together all the known history and photos of the site.
It would recommend signage type, location, content
and provide the outline objectives for formulating
interpretive public art briefs. The plan would also
need to provide guidance on the appropriateness
of possible uses of the buildings as the various
1
Stages of Cantonment Hill are implemented. The
Site Management Plan would need to address issues
such as out of hours access and whether a volunteer
workforce is required and what formal agreements are
required.
After the above Management Plans has been prepared,
the Expression of Interest process for the Naval Store
and Signal Station would be undertaken. The EOI will
quickly identify the number and range of interested
organisations prepared to meet the criteria, have the
2
means to restore the buildings (likely through access
to Government grants) as well as create the space for
community uses. An ideal use outcome would also
produce an income stream to help manage on-going
community areas.
1. NAVAL STORE
2. SIGNAL STATION

1. Construct supporting structure/building (could

2.
3.
4.
5.

contain universal access to upper floors, public
toilets and cafe utility)
Connect new building to Signal Station allowing
access to each floor
Retrofit roof terrace to BCA and AS*
Repair and restore facades
Undertake landscaping around perimeter

CO M BINE D BUILDING U P G R A D E
OPTION 3 - MINIMAL WORK TO BOTH BUILDINGS
Enable community use ASAP
1. Address and repair points of ingress to meet the
2.

necessary codes for public use
Repair and restore interior to a basic level *

*The completion of the above works will enable the
building to be used while awaiting further funding
Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
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I M P L E M E N TAT I O N ST R AT E GY - O P T I O N S F O R C U R R E N T F U N D I N G
O P T I O N 1 : ( H I G H V I S I B I LT Y ) O V A L A N D S I G N A L STAT I O N
STA G E 1
B U D G E T: $ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0
1. EARTHWORKS TO REINSTATE ORIGINAL LANDFORM (P.Sum $60,000)
Landform re-creation to the Canning Hwy/Queen Victoria Street edge. Remove the stacked earth on
top of the cliff/natural contour that currently creates a visual barrier to views of the River from the
upper part of the Oval.
2. USE EXCESS FILL TO CREATE A HIGHER AREA FACING TUCKFIELD ST.
3. REMOVE EXISTING FOOTPATH: $5000
CONSTRUCT NEW FOOTPATH FROM TUCKFIELD ST TO QUEEN VICTORIA ST: $25,000

OPTION 3:(HIGH VISIBILITY)NAVAL
STO R E FA C A D E R E STO R E
STAGE 1
BUD GE T: $130,000

1. NAVAL STORE:
BEAUTIFY FRONT COURT, INSTALL GARDEN BED
2. NAVAL STORE: RESTORE NORTH AND WEST FACADE

4. PLANT LOCAL BUSHLAND SHRUB SPECIES TO REINSTATED HILL (DURING WINTER)
TRUCK WATER OVER FIRST SUMMER (P/SUM $15,000) USE FREE CLEAN MULCH
5. REMOVE SELECTED FENCING AROUND OVAL & RETAIN FENCING ALONG CANNING HWY (by CoF)
6. REPAIR WINDOWS TO SIGNAL STATION AND UPLIGHT SIGNAL STATION (P.Sum $25,000)

OPTION 2: (HIGH ACCESS)LANDSCAPE
STA G E 1
B U D G E T: $ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0
1. COLLECT SEED AND PROPAGATE FOR 2012/13 WINTER PLANTING ($4000)
2. CONSTRUCT VERGE PARKING (Provisional Sum $40,000)
3. INSTALL KEY BUSH PATH (380m2) LINKING OVAL TO SIGNAL STATION ($25,000)
4. INSTALL STEPS THROUGH BUSH FOREVER AREA ($41,000 P.Sum)
5. INSTALL DUAL-USE PATH (215m2) IN INDIGENOUS GARDEN AREA ($15,000)
5. BEAUTIFY SUMP & SIGNAL STATION ENTRY (SEPARATE FUNDING SOURCE)
6. REMOVE FENCING; RETAIN WHERE USED AS A SAFETY BARRIER
MARK REMOVAL LOCATIONS ON SITE (COUNCIL WORKS)
7. SITE RESTORATION WORKS ADJACENT NEW PATHS (P.Sum $5,000)
88
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O P T I O N 4 : ( R E STO R AT I O N ) S I G N A L
STAT I O N B U I L D I N G
STAGE 1
BUD GE T: $130,000

1. SIGNAL STATION: RESTORE ALL FACADES
REPAIR RENDER
REPAIR WINDOWS
PAINT EXTERIOR
The current existing funding is unlikely to enable full
restoration of either building (Signal Station, Naval
Store)

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

I M P L E M E N TAT I O N ST R AT E GY - STA G I N G

STA G E 1
BU D G ET : $ 1 3 0 , 0 0 0
FU N DI N G S OUR C E : POS Cash in Lieu from
Euphrasie Court Development
ADMINISTRATION/ MANAGEMENT
• Obtain funding to prepare Interpretive
Management Plan
• Gain approval for a detail survey of the
Cantonment Hill site to be undertaken by the CoF.
• Obtain funding for the Detail Design for all
Landscape works for Section 18 approval
submission.
• Obtain funding Section 18 liaison and approval.
• Obtain funding for Documentation of Hill
Reinstatement.
HILL REINSTATEMENT
• Refer to Option 1: (HIGH VISIBILITY) OVAL AND
SIGNAL STATION

•
•
•

STA G E 2
BUD G ET : $ 1 5 0 , 0 0 0
FUNDI NG S OUR CE: CoF
ADMINISTRATION/ MANAGEMENT
• Prepare and advertise Expressions of Interest for
both the Signal Station and the Naval Store.
• Obtain permission from Department of
Environment and Conservation (DEC) for works
within Bush Forever Area using Detail Design
Drawings for Stage 3 &4.
OVAL :
• Replace turf and install irrigation ($50,000).
• Construct compacted limestone seating area,
with BBQ, drinking fountain, bin, lighting, bollards
(PSum $85,000).
• Install low amphitheatre wall ($5,000)
• Plant trees, mulch etc ($10,000).

STAGE 3
BUD GE T: $141,000
FUNDING S OUR CE : CoF &/or Grants
ADMINISTRATION/ MANAGEMENT
MOVEMENT NETWORK
• Construct dual-use paths ($35,000).
• Bush Forever lookout ($10,000).
• Seating, bin etc ($10,000* can be added at a later
stage)
• Stairs from Queen Victoria Street Bus Stop to
Signal Station (41,000).
• Bush Forever restoration to damaged and selected
areas along newly constructed pathways (5,000).
• Verge parking ($40,000)

STAGE 4
BUD GE T: $50,000
FUNDING S OUR CE : CoF &/or Grants
ADMINISTRATION/ MANAGEMENT
• Obtain funding for the documentation of the
nature play area.
BUSH FOREVER
• Upgrade existing track to original lookout and
construct winding staircase to lookout from Signal
Station ($35,000).
• Bush regeneration of total Bush Forever area and
plant trees within the Indigenous Garden area that
will not be impacted by future works ($15,000).

A LL WO R K W ILL R EQ UIR E A S ECT ION 1 8 PR IOR TO A NY G R OUND DI STURBANCE S
STA G E S C AN BE CO M BIN E D
REFER TO AP P E NDIC E S FO R P REL I M I NA RY COST EST I M ATE
Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
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STAG E 5
BUD G E T : $ 1 5 0 , 00 0
FUN DI N G S O U R CE : CoF

STA G E 6
BUD G ET : $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0
FUNDI NG S OUR CE: CoF &/or Grants

PUBL IC ART PR OJ ECTS
BUD GE T: TBD
FUNDING S OUR CE : CoF &/or Grants

SE PARATE CO M MUNIT Y P R OJ EC T
BUD GE T: TBD
FUNDING S OUR CE : CoF &/or Grants

ADMINISTRATION/ MANAGEMENT
• Obtain funding for the documentation of the
Indigenous Garden area for Stage 6
OVAL AREA
• Construct path, natural play and seating/shelter
area.(P.Sum $150,000)

ADMINISTRATION/ MANAGEMENT
• Obtain funding for an expanded Management Plan
to address the newly constructed landscape works.
INDIGENOUS GARDEN
• Construct remaining secondary paths, picnic areas
not constructed through individual funding or
community projects ($100,000)

SEPARATE PUBLIC ART PROJECTS
• Entry statements and public art
• Signage
• Interpretive Public Art

COMMUNITY PROJECTS
• Permaculture display garden or community garden
- subject to community initiative

Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
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m2

Prepare and construct exposed aggragate seating area (natural play area)

Psum
Item
Item

Electricity - cable run for conduit, pits, existing services location
Light Pole supply and install (WE-EF PFL240-tt-70H fitting108-0104
SHROUD)
Supply & install bin

m2

Supply and Install turf

SUBTOTALS

10 PLAYGROUND
Provisional Sum
Sub Total

m2

L/m
Item

Supply and Install -chainwire fencing
Sub Total

Sub Total

Supply and Install - Recycled plastic bollards

10 BOLLARDS

Irrigate turf area and trees, temporary irrigation to reinstated hill area

m2

No

Install TUBE 130mm

IRRIGATION

$2.00

No

Supply TUBE ( 2 Per m2 @ 1500m2)

Sub Total

$16.00

$100,000.00

$60.00

$60.00

$8.00

$8.00

$1.50

$45.00

No

$150.00

2500.00

$65.00

Psum

Psum

No

Sub Total

Sub Total

10000.00

$350.00

$6,200.00

$20.00

Supply 30lt tree
Install 30lt tree, includes excavation of pit, soil preparation, plant installation
and backfilling
Tree Stakes Pine (50mmx50mmx1800mm CCA treated pine ) 2 per plant
supply and install

Plant delivery

PLANTING
8

Entry statement

No

L/m

PUBLIC ART

$1,300.00

Item

Install universal access Drinking Fountain
Install pipe work to Drinking Fountain and Hand wash

Sub Total

$2,500.00

Item

Supply universal access Drinking Fountain

$20.00

$1,300.00

Item

Install hand wash

$3,000.00

$50,000.00
$2,000.00

Item

$80.00

$100.00

Supply hand wash

Psum

m2

Supply& install universal access picnic table with fixed seating

Sub Total

Sub Total

Supply & install shelter/s

STREET FURNITURE & STRUCTURE

Supply & install asphalt car bay

ENGINEERING

Supply and Spread Mulch (1500m2 x 75mm deep )

$7.00

$60.00

$7.00
m3

L/m

Re turf with waterwise turf

Sub Total

$12.00

$25.00

$25.00

$65.00

$65.00

$12.00

$350.00

$20.00

RATE

remove turf , dispose and poison ( may be included in 1. earthworks)

MULCH

Installation of limestone blocks, trench and backfill

Supply of Limestone blocks amphitheatre(400lx200hx150w) 60 linear
metres

per block

m2

Prepare and construct compacted limestone seating area (100mm deep)
Sub Total

m2

Prepare and construct concrete footpath to natural play area (100mm deep)

EDGING

m2
m2

Remove exisitng concrete footpath (100mm deep)
Prepare and construct concrete footpath (100mm deep)

FOOTPATH & HARDSTAND AREA

Est

Cable Locator
Sub Total

m3

UNIT

Earthworks to restore hill, relocate soil near Tuckfield st, remove excess off
site

TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT

9

ITEM

PREPARATION & EARTH WORKS

DEMOLITION

OVAL ESTIMATE

$10,000.00
$2,500.00

400
100

$15,000.00

$4,000.00

200

1

$413,086.00

$100,000.00

$100,000.00

$6,000.00
$6,000.00
$12,000.00

100

$28,000.00

$28,000.00

100

3500

$20,000.00

2500

$34,502.00

$4,500.00

$6,000.00

$432.00

$1,215.00

$1,755.00

$600.00

$2,500.00

$2,500.00

$20,000.00

$20,000.00

$111,450.00

$350.00

$31,000.00

3000

3000

27

27

27

4

1

2

0

1

5

$4,000.00

$1,300.00

1
200

$2,500.00

1

$1,300.00

$2,000.00

1
1

$50,000.00
$15,000.00

1

$40,000.00

$40,000.00

5

500

$13,335.00
150

$41,684.00

$13,349.00
1905

$4,800.00

$3,000.00

$1,800.00

1907

50

150

$14,625.00

225

$51,500.00

$4,500.00
$24,375.00

$66,650.00

$1,050.00

$65,600.00

$0.00

375

3

AMOUNT

375

3280

QTY

REQUIRE QUANTITY SURVEYOR ADVICE

(INCLUDING PSUM TUNNEL ART& ENTRY GATE ART)

(NOT INCLUDED: LIGHTING OR PUBLIC ART)

REQUIRE QUANTITY SURVEYOR ADVICE

$126,000

$236,000

$430,000

5 NAVAL STORE ESTIMATE

COST ESTIMATE

3 INDIGENOUS GARDEN ESTIMATE
4 SIGNAL STATION AREA ESTIMATE

7

7

6

5

3

3

2

1

STAGING

1 OVAL ESTIMATE
2 BUSH FORVER ESTIMATE
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ITEM

L/m
L/m
Item
Item

Install pipe work to Drinking Fountain
Electricity - cable run for conduit, pits, existing services location
Light Pole supply and install (WE-EF PFL240-tt-70H fitting108-0104
SHROUD)
Supply & install bin

Contingency

SUBTOTALS

Supply and Install - Recycled plastic bollards

10 BOLLARDS

Hand watering

IRRIGATION

Item

Install universal access Drinking Fountain

9

Item

Supply universal access Drinking Fountain

PLANTING
Plant delivery
Seed collection and propagation
Install shrub Tubestock
Supply shrub tubestock
Establishment Maintenance (3 months)

Item

Supply& install universal access picnic table with fixed seating

8

Item

winding stair to existing platform - PSUM

Total

Total

Sub Total

Sub Total

Sub Total

Sub Total

%

per

Psum

No
Psum
No
No
Month

No
No

Item

small viewing platform - PSUM

PUBLIC ART - NOT INCLUDED

Item

path rest seating - PSUM

Sub Total

Item

Sub Total

Psum

L/m
m3

per block

existing platform - PSUM

VIEWING PLATFORMS, STREET FURNITURE & STRUCTURE

Clean free mulch

MULCH

supply and install chainwire fencing

Remove fencing

FENICING

Sub Total

m2

Upgrade existing track
PSUM

m2

Steps

m2

Prepare and construct concrete footpath (100mm deep)2mW

Sub Total

Sub Total

m2
Est

Psum

UNIT

$240,000

$236,000

$500,000

Prepare and construct concrete footpath (100mm deep)2mW

FOOTPATH & HARDSTAND AREA

Weed eradication
Cable Locator

PREPARATION & EARTH WORKS

SITE WORKS - RESTORATION

BUSH FOREVER ESTIMATE

5 NAVAL STORE ESTIMATE

3 TUNNEL AREA ESTIMATE
4 SIGNAL STATION AREA ESTIMATE

COST ESTIMATE

7

6

3

3

2

1

STAGING

1 OVAL ESTIMATE
2 BUSH FORVER ESTIMATE

CANTONMENT HILL

$60.00

$5,000.00

$2.00
$1.50
$1,000.00

$50.00

0.00

$350.00

$6,200.00

$25.00

$20.00

$1,300.00

$2,500.00

$3,000.00

$35,000.00

$5,000.00

$2,500.00

$10,000.00

$10.00

$30.00
$100.00

$3.00

$41,000.00

$30.00

$65.00

$65.00

$16.20
$350.00

RATE

& public art , lighting

$5,370.00
$41,000.00

1

$2,000.00

1
100

5

20

$5,000.00

1

$205,125.00
$10,256.25
$215,381.25

$205,125.00

$1,200.00
$1,200.00

$5,000.00

$50.00
$4,000.00
$10,000.00
$7,500.00
$3,000.00
$24,550.00

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00

$65,000.00

$700.00

$0.00

1
1
5000
5000
3

0
0
1

2

0

$0.00

$1,300.00

1

0

$6,000.00
$2,500.00

2

$5,000.00
$35,000.00

1

$2,500.00

1
1

$10,000.00

1

$20,000.00

$20,000.00

2000

0

$3,000.00
$0.00
$3,000.00

$0.00
100

0

$7,605.00
179

$72,435.00

$18,460.00

$3,940.00

$3,240.00
$700.00

117

2

$10,000.00

AMOUNT

284

200

QTY
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COST ESTIMATE

BASED ON OPTION 2

m2

Repair exisitng footpaths

L/m
L/M
Item

Install pipe work to Drinking Fountain
Electricity - cable run for conduit, pits, existing services location
Supply & install bin

No

Install TUBE

Establishment Hand Watering

Contingency

SUBTOTALS

Supply and Install - Recycled plastic bollards along Tuckfield

Total

Total

Sub Total

Sub Total

No

Supply tree Forestry Tube

%

L/m

Psum

No

Shrub Supply (estimate only)

IRRIGATION

No

Shrub delivery

Sub Total

No

Entry feature (PSUM)
PLANTING

No

uncovered tunnel (PSUM)
Sub Total

Item

Install universal access Drinking Fountain

PUBLIC ART

Item

Supply universal access Drinking Fountain

m2

Item

Sub Total

Sub Total

Sub Total

L/m

per block

Supply& install universal access picnic table with fixed seating

STREET FURNITURE & STRUCTURE

Spread Clean free mulch by mini bobcat

MULCH

Installation of limestone blocks, trench and backfill

Supply of Limestone blocks(1.0mX.35mX.35m)Psum: 60 linear metres

RETAINING OF PATH + INFORMAL SEATING WALLS (REQUIRES
TREE SURVEY TO ACCURATELY IDENTIFY PATH LOCATION)

Sub Total

PSUM
m2

m2

Prepare and construct individual footpath (100mm deep)

steps 2
Prepare and construct compacted limestone seating area X 3 (30m2 ea)

m2

Prepare and construct individual footpath (100mm deep)

PSUM

m2

steps 1

m2

Prepare and construct individual footpath (100mm deep)

Sub Total

m2
Est

Psum

UNIT

Prepare and construct concrete footpath (100mm deep) UA 2.5 mW

FOOTPATH & HARDSTAND AREA

Weed eradication, Soil levelling, compaction,
Cable Locator

PREPARATION & EARTH WORKS

SITE WORKS - RESTORATION

ITEM

INDIGENOUS GARDEN ESTIMATE

5 NAVAL STORE ESTIMATE

$60.00

$5,000.00

$2.00

$3.00

$1.50

$50.00

10000.00

5000.00

$350.00

$20.00

$20.00

$1,300.00

$2,500.00

$3,000.00

$10.00

$30.00

$16.00

$25.00

$65.00

$50.00

$50.00

$50.00

$50.00

$16.20
$350.00

RATE

$3,940.00

$3,240.00
$700.00

$3,900.00

37
60

$5,000.00

500

$0.00
$0.00
$0.00
$350.00

0
0
1

0

100

$5,000.00

1

$118,550.00
$5,927.50
$124,477.50

$118,550.00

$6,000.00
$6,000.00

$5,000.00

$4,100.00
$7,300.00

$150.00

$3,000.00

$50.00

$10,000.00
$15,000.00

$5,000.00

2050

50

2000

1

1

1

0

$0.00
0

$3,350.00

$3,000.00

1
0

$5,000.00

$960.00
$1,800.00
$2,760.00

60

$65,200.00

$20,000.00
$2,250.00

60

90

$1,850.00

28

$20,000.00

$5,150.00
$1,400.00

103

$10,650.00

2

$5,000.00

AMOUNT

213

200

QTY

3 INDIGENOUS GARDEN ESTIMATE - $120,000 INCLUDING PROVISIONAL SUM TUNNEL ART AND ENTRY GATE ART
4 SIGNAL STATION AREA ESTIMATE

10 BOLLARDS

9

8

7

6

3

3

2

1

STAGING

1 OVAL ESTIMATE
2 BUSH FORVER ESTIMATE

CANTONMENT HILL

CANTONMENT HILL : MASTER PLAN

APPENDICES
P R E L I M I N A RY C O ST E ST I M AT E

Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n
F INA L

93

94
Ca nt on m e nt Hill Ma s t e r Pla n

F IN A L

Page 2 of 3

Given that access cannot be provided to all areas of the development it is recommended that:
- Where paths are sloped / steep, additional resting spaces with accessible seating be provided.
- Signage and promotional material advises potential visitors of accessible paths of travel,
provision of seating and resting spaces. Information should also include paths of travel that
incorporate stairs and are therefore completely inaccessible for a people using wheeled mobility
aids, such as areas within the Bush Forever and Indigenous Garden.
- The play areas to be fully inclusive to provide opportunities for participation for children with a
range of physical, sensory and cognitive disabilities.
- Where access cannot be gained to any unique or significant feature, alternative representations
to be considered, enabling some level of participation and appreciation by all visitors.
- Where access cannot be provided to one area with a particular view; ie the Lookout within the
Bush Forever Area, another area should be able to provide a similar vista.

Recommendations

The steep and harsh topography of Cantonment Hill is not generally conducive to providing universal
access to and between all of the proposed indoor and outdoor community spaces and facilities.
Given the constraints and challenging topography the Master Plan broadly reflects a high level of
access for people of all ages and abilities. The plans demonstrate that:
There is a universal access path linking major attractions in the proposed development. The
universal access path connects parking and the Tuckerfield Street footpath to the Oval Area and
the Tuckerfield Street footpath to The Signal Station and Naval Store.
- As pedestrian access from the perimeter of the site may not be possible for some people with
physical disabilities, vehicular access and an accessible parking bay has been provided close to
the Signal Station, a significant heritage building.
- Both the Signal Station Building and the Naval Store have upper levels with proposed provision
of access via lifts.
- Accessible toilets have been provided where there are standard toilet facilities.

Opinion on Master Plan

The review of the current plan is based on the consultant’s knowledge and understanding of current
Australian Standards on Access and Mobility as well as the intent of the Disability Discrimination Act
(1992) (the DDA). Our expertise is in matters pertaining to the functional requirements of people
with disabilities as well as equitable and dignified access for people with disabilities.

Whilst there is no mandatory requirement that a public external environment such as the upgraded
Catonment Hill meets the current Australian Standards on Access and Mobility, the provision of
access falls under the auspices of the Disability Discrimination Act and there is an expectation that
universal access be provided, as far as possible, for people of all ages and abilities.

Background
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The purpose of this report is to provide a considered opinion on the provision of access features for
people with disabilities, designed into the provided Master Plan, and offer recommendations when
more detailed disability access assessments should be sought.

Purpose

Principal disability access consultant for O’Brien Harrop Access, Ann O’Brien, is registered with the
Occupational Therapists Registration Board of Western Australia, is a member of Occupational
Therapy Australia Limited (WA) and is an accredited member of the Association of Consultants in
Access, Australia Inc (ACAA). Ann has over twenty five years experience as an occupational therapist
in the health, community and disability sectors with seventeen years experience as a disability
access consultant. Ann has a considerable breadth of experience and expertise in understanding the
impact environmental design has on the independence of people with physical, sensory and
cognitive disabilities. Ann has the qualifications and experience to provide a considered opinion on
matters pertaining to access for people with disabilities.

O’Brien Harrop Access is a Western Australian based consultancy that is dedicated in a full time
capacity to the provision of independent disability access consultancy services. O’Brien Harrop
access provides consultancy services to architects and landscape architects, interior designers, local
and state government authorities, building managers, project managers, developers, builders,
building surveyors and building certifiers across a broad range of public and private sector projects.

Qualifications and experience

Thank you for the opportunity to meet and discuss The Catonment Hill Master Plan and make
comment on provision of access for people with disabilities.

CATONMENT HILL MASTER PLAN – ACCESS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES

Dear Lisa

Lisa Shine
Coda Architecture + Urban Design
10 Elder Street
FREMANTLE WA 6160

31 May 2012
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Ann O’Brien for O’Brien Harrop Access
Associateship in Occupational Therapy
Accredited member ACAA No. 119

Yours sincerely

Should you require any further information I would be pleased to assist.
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The Master Plan reflects a well thought out and inclusive approach and to ensure that access details
are further developed and where possible meet the requirements of the Australian Standards on
Access and Mobility, it is recommended that an accredited access consultant be engaged to review
and provide feedback at the detailed design stages and pre construction stages of this significant
project.
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