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A quick word...
Welcome to the autumn edition of FRE-OH! I have been loving the chance 
to get out and get to know some of the fantastic characters and iconic 
community events around Fremantle and we’re really excited about 
what’s ahead. Stay tuned for even more collaboration opportunities as we 
continue to focus on making Fremantle the best place in the world. We 
love to hear your suggestions and feedback about our City magazine, so 
keep them coming. Enjoy the read.

Mayor Hannah Fitzhardinge
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// IN THE SPOTLIGHT

FLOWER POWER 
WITH CARRISSA WU
As a shy kid growing up Singapore, 
Carrissa Wu would draw pictures and 
write stories to express herself and 
connect with friends.
Nowadays, you can find her using art to 
celebrate nature’s stories out of the warehouse 
studio Stackwood Fremantle, named  
Jotterbook Flowers. 

You might have also seen her flower installations 
in unoccupied store fronts for the Street Gallery 
Fremantle Project exhibition series. 

Out of her studio, Carrissa runs creative paper 
flower-making workshops, which offer unique 
gifts and creative experiences to delight your 
loved ones or bring joy to your space.

“I named my business Jotterbook Flowers after 
the jotter books I’d buy in school: they were thin 
with all-blank pages, perfect to sneak into class 
to doodle in,” Carrissa said.

“As adults, we sometimes find it difficult to make 
time for creativity and play. But there are so 
many ways we can find joy in everyday life, in 
the beauty of nature, and in humble materials 
like paper!”

The flower designs change according to each 
unique season so there’s always something 

new to discover, but you’ll always see Australian 
nature at the root of Carrissa’s inspiration.

“I’m inspired by the weird and wonderful shapes 
found in Australia’s native flowers and have 
learned so much about their significance in 
Indigenous culture and heritage,” she said. 

“Since moving to Perth, I’ve found the loveliest 
creative community in Freo. Running a business 
can be lonely; I’m forever grateful to the fellow 
sole traders at Stackwood who get the struggles 
and are always up for a chat.”

Visit jotterbookflowers.com 

SOFIA VARANO’S MAP TO FREO

Left to right: Carrissa Wu (centre) running her flower-
making workshop; and with her flower creations. Img 
cr. Jonathan Wu and Tasha Faye respectively.

For the most authentic visit to any 
destination, you’re always best off 
asking a local their favourite places to 
eat, shop and explore.
The City of Fremantle, working with &Partners 
Creative Agency, have taken this to a new level 
with an amazing window display on the new 
Fremantle Visitor Centre at Walyalup Civic 
Centre, which features illustrated locals and a 
funky map of Fremantle—designed by Perth 
artist Sofia Varano.

You can also find Sofia’s designs in campaigns 
for Nike, The Washington Post, Headspace, 
Transperth, and even your local café’s takeaway 
cup for the Paper Cup Project.

The display directs visitors to Fremantle’s four 
key pillars of everyone’s favourite experiences: 
play, taste, culture, and boutique shopping.

The map showcases the otherworldly collision 
of musical and creative culture, and world class 
food and wine—everyone’s favourite spots right 
in the beating heart of Fremantle.

Passersby can meet these illustrated local 
characters who will lead them on adventures 
through historic streets, hidden laneways, small 
bars, and street art in the middle of one of 
Australia’s biggest heritage-listed precincts.

Sofia gave life to the colourful and groovy 
display, taking inspiration as she did her own 
exploring around our port city and experienced 
all the culture and excitement Freo has to offer.

“I started the project by taking a day trip to 
Fremantle and immersing myself in the city—I 
felt the vibrant atmosphere, had great coffee and 
even got locked into stocks at the Round House,” 
she said. “After a jam-packed visit to Fremantle 
I spent some time sketching ideas based on my 
day trip. This is where I developed the illustration 
style for the map. I experimented with different 
colour palettes, textures, and character styles until 
I was happy that the overall creative direction was 
a true representation of the City of Fremantle.

“I wanted to depict Fremantle as the vibrant city it 
is by incorporating bright colours, fun characters 
and a contemporary style.”

Visit sofiavarano.com
Left to right: Sofia Varano in her element; and a snapshot 
of the new map you'll find at Fremantle Visitor Centre. 
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CITY DELIVERS SERVICES AND SUPPORT

VISIT US
Customer service opening hours  
8am–5pm (Monday to Friday)

ADDRESS
Walyalup Civic Centre 
151 High Street, Fremantle 
Walyalup Koort

POSTAL 
PO Box 807, Fremantle WA 6959

PHONE
1300 MY FREO (1300 693 736) 
1300 360 666 (Community Safety/Rangers)

EMAIL info@fremantle.wa.gov.au

WEBSITE fremantle.wa.gov.au

NRS-FRIENDLY Hearing or speech impaired?  
Call via the National Relay Service on 133 677

PHOTO CREDITS 
COVER Meet Lucy and Michael Deller, the 
owners and operators of Fremantle Tours. 
Img cr. Cassie Gunthorpe

WHAT’S ON HEADER Pattern based on 
shapes around Fremantle.  
Img cr. Isabel Kruger

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT  
OF COUNTRY
The City of Fremantle acknowledges the 
Whadjuk people as the Traditional Owners 
of the greater Fremantle/Walyalup area and 
we recognise that their cultural and heritage 
beliefs are still important today.

CONNECT WITH YOUR CITY
       facebook.com/cityoffremantle

       instagram.com/cityoffremantle

       twitter.com/cityoffremantle

       youtube.com/cityoffremantle

       linkedin.com/company/city-of-fremantle

Subscribe to our Freo Weekly enewsletter 
at fremantle.wa.gov.au/subscribe

You can also read FRE-OH! online at  
fremantle.wa.gov.au/freohmag

Alternate formats available upon request

VACCINE MANDATES
Fremantle Council has rejected calls to advocate 
against the state government’s COVID-19  
vaccine mandates.

In December a petition was presented to the 
council requesting the City to lobby the state 
government to reconsider its mandatory 
vaccination policy. At its January meeting the 
council accepted the Chief Executive Officer’s 
recommendation not to support the request.

Mayor Hannah Fitzhardinge said the only way 
to ensure Fremantle was safe for locals and 
interstate and international visitors was for 
everyone to get vaccinated.

“I have listened to people on both sides of this 
discussion with an open mind, have read and 
researched, and have spoken to professionals 
working in healthcare and emergency 
management. Vaccination is the way we will 
get through this pandemic with the least loss of 
human life,” Mayor Fitzhardinge said.

More than 95 per cent of City of Fremantle 
residents are double-dose vaccinated.

SHARK FISHING
Fremantle Council has agreed to initiate the 
process to ban shark fishing in the City of 
Fremantle.

The move is in response to growing community 
concern about shark fishers putting blood and 
berley into the water to attract sharks to popular 
swimming beaches.

The proposed amendment to the City’s local law 
states that a person must not fish for sharks by 
means of any fishing line that contains any metal 
wire or chain within one metre of any hook, with 
the use of blood or berley as a lure, or with the 
use of a spear gun or similar device.

The penalty for undertaking illegal fishing 
activities would be $500.

The proposal must be advertised for public 
comment for a minimum of six weeks. At the end 
of the public consultation period City officers will 
review the submissions and prepare a report to 
the council for further consideration. 

// NEWSDESK

FREO PUBLIC  
GOLF COURSE
The new look Fremantle Public Golf Course is 
now open. The redesigned 9-hole, par 34 layout 
includes three completely new holes—including 
a par 5 hole for the first time—and new bunkers, 
tees and greens.

The revamped course also features an upgraded 
irrigation system, new cart paths and course 
furniture, as well as a new practice chipping and 
putting green.

Although it’s slightly shorter than the previous 
layout, the new course offers far more variety 
in the length of the holes plus larger and more 
undulating greens, so it’s more interesting to play 
and will provide a fun challenge for golfers of all 
ages and abilities.

The course is open 6am–6pm, and greens fees are 
the same as they were prior to the redesign.

For more information and to book a tee time go 
to fremantlepublicgolfcourse.com
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// COVER STORY

GETTING AROUND TOWN 
WITH

When they’re not showing off the best sites 
around town, they’re providing locals with 
coffee at The Dellers cafe—it’s clear the duo 
lives and breathes Freo.
Owners and operators of Fremantle Tours, Michael and Lucy Deller 
(pictured) share a love for the port city they grew up in—something 
anyone can see as they light up at the mention of Freo.

In June 2021 Fremantle Tours was recognised as a Travellers’ Choice Best 
of the Best award winner for overall experiences in Australia, meaning they 
were in the top 1% of all tours in Australia.

We sat down with Michael and Lucy to chat all things amazing about Freo. 

How did you guys start Fremantle Tours? “I’d been a tour guide for 
about four years prior to Fremantle Tours, where we worked up in the 
East Kimberly at El Questro. I was doing four-wheeled drive tours and 
horseback tours, as well as helicopter stuff. Being a tour guide is the best 
thing you could ever do, and it ruins every job you have after that—very 
quickly I knew I wasn’t coming back from being a tour guide,” Michael said. 

“We were really inspired by this small business in Margaret River and 
thought ‘we could do this ourselves here!’

“Our original vision was for bike tours—we restored these old retro Freo 
bikes for it. It expanded to walking tours and now we do more walking 
than bike tours.” 

What’s your favourite types of tours you guys provide? “Our Street Art, 
Beers and Bikes tour is what we’re most passionate about and it covers the 
biggest ground. It’s a great way for regular Freo visitors to see the city in a 
different way,” Lucy said. 

“We get on a bike and tell people the stories of Freo; we look at all the 
different types of art throughout the city: the street art, murals, and local 
venues that have commissioned art on their walls. Then we stop in bars 
along the way and sample their tasty locally brewed beers and have a chat 
about Freo.”

What are some of your favourite spots around Freo? “I’m obsessed 
with the children’s bookstore Paper Bird—it’s a new go-to place of mine. 
We go in and our daughter Mae sits on the floor, and we try and not let her 
destroy any of the locally published books,” Lucy laughs. 

“It’s a fantastic place to buy presents for people, but also just a wonderful 
store to sit and browse all the locally published books, and beautiful local 
art on display.

“Gage Roads is also a new favourite place to go! It’s honestly hard to 
fault—it’s so full of local art and they were playing local musicians when 
we went in—they’re also offering a non-alcoholic beer range which is great 
to see.

“It’s fantastic because we need to show our connection to the port. By 
having more venues down there, it’s a great way to show Freo’s history as 
being a port city. We’re so connected by the water and it’s good to come 
back to that.”

I’ve got to ask: why Fremantle? “There’s so much to talk about it! 
It’s a perfect place for tourism: there’s history, there’s heritage, there’s 
community and modern street art, hospitalities, bars—all the fun stuff,” 
Michael said.

“There’s so much history, whether it be the colonial or Whadjuk Nyoongar. 
It all ties in so beautifully with modern Fremantle—it makes it so easy to 
tell stories, which makes it so easy for a tour guide to love.”

Book your next tour with Lucy and Michael at fremantletours.com.au

Michael and Lucy
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GAGE ROADS 
A SHED, PETER HUGHES DRIVE, FREMANTLE 
Gage Roads Brew Co has thrown the doors open to good times, 
fresh froths and locally inspired eats at its first ever venue and 
new spiritual home in Fremantle. Gage Roads Freo brings new 
life to our port, transforming the area’s iconic A Shed into a 
brewery, restaurant, bar and family-friendly venue. Built in 1926, 
the 100m-long former cargo shed’s heritage has been retained 
throughout the build, whilst writing a new chapter in the site’s 
history. Now it’s a venue for everyone, from mates catching up for a 
few beers to families getting together to share good times. Whether 
you want to sit by the water and watch iconic container ships go 
by, listen to good tunes, chill in the beer garden, enjoy some fresh 
and local food, or watch your kids play in the epic playground, Gage 
Roads Freo has something for everyone. Open every day from 
11.30am–11.30pm. Find them on gageroads.com.au

PEGGY’S 
35 MARKET STREET, FREMANTLE 
Peggy’s is a family-run sandwich servery in Fremantle’s West End selling 
made-to-order sandwiches, subs and toasties. Peggy’s sandwich combos 
feature the freshest produce with locally sourced and house baked 
bread—open early for coffee and through to a late lunch. The interior is 
just as great as their food, with a funky new-wave 1940s diner chic located 
at the heritage-listed Imperial Chambers building on Fremantle’s Market 
Street—never before been used as a hospitality space. Come down for the 
Freo community vibe and stay for the mouth-watering food. Don’t forget 
to grab some merch while you’re there! Open 7am–2pm weekdays and 
9am–3pm weekends. Check them out on eatpeggys.com

// NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK

Fresh on the scene
It’s never too late to kick-start your New Year’s resolutions! Whether you’re looking 
for a new hobby, a favourite place to catch up with friends and family, getting your 
wellness on track or starting 2022 with some fresh kicks—we’ve got you covered 
with these new hot spots around Freo.

OLD COURTHOUSE 
45 HENDERSON STREET, FREMANTLE 
Open every day from 11am until late, the Old Courthouse is all about 
sharing meals comprising honest, locally sourced products and sharing 
good times—and its feature WA grown free-range rotisserie roasted 
chooks are at the heart of it. Located at The Henderson Street courthouse 
and police station which were originally a series of buildings designed 
and constructed in the 1850s by the first captain of convict labourer. The 
122-year-old courthouse of Fremantle has been totally redeveloped, with 
a beautiful modern pavilion and garden space added. Enjoy a bit of history 
as you sink a beer and enjoy a feed. Don’t let your dog miss out on the 
fun—Old Courthouse is totally dog friendly. It’s paw-some! Find them at 
oldcourthouse.com.au
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE

NORDIC WALKING FREMANTLE 
FREMANTLE SURROUNDS
Elevate your walk with Nordic Walking Fremantle, a year-round 
activity that utilises walking poles to create a full-body workouts 
for people of all ages and abilities. Using the Urban Poling Fitness 
technique, Nordic Walking has become an alternative form of exercise 
for walkers who want to incorporate the upper body when out for a 
walk. Whether you’re looking to do group classes, workshops or clinic 
classes, Nordic Walking Fremantle offers a safe, fun, and motivating 
environment with lots of encouragement and laughs. Find out more at 
nordicwalkingfremantle.com.au

FRIDA’S SIP N’ PAINT 
85–87 HIGH STREET, FREMANTLE 
Experience entertainment like never before. A luxe studio adorned with 
lavish chandeliers; it’s the perfect setting to nibble on artisan cheese 
boards (ordered upon arrival), BYO beverages, connect with friends 
and release your inner artist. Your adventure in Frida’s should be an art 
experience laced with fun and laughter, while sipping on your favourite 
drop. Their 2.5-hour sessions are led by professionally trained artists, and 
they guide you—step by step—to create your very own masterpiece that 
is yours to keep. You don’t need to be Picasso or even Frida Kahlo to enjoy 
their sessions; this experience is for anyone who is looking to have fun. 
Open Thursday and Friday 6.30–9.30pm, Saturday 10am–9.30pm and 
Sunday 2–4.30pm. Book online at fridas.com.au

FUNKY MONKEY BARS 
8 STACK STREET, FREMANTLE
Funky Monkey Bars has moved its retail space back to Fremantle to 
showcase its innovative and award-winning playground designs. The local 
company started out in a Freo backyard over a decade ago when The 
Original Funky Monkey Bars frame was made for the daughters of founder 
Shane Roberts. The new Stack Street hangout is perfect for families to park 
and visit the showroom for a fun buying experience. Funky Monkey Bars 
joins other retailers in the Stack Street neighbourhood offering consumers 
a unique home and garden shopping experience. Open Monday to Friday 
9am–5pm or call to book in a viewing on weekends 1300 912 198. Visit 
the online store at funkymonkeybars.com

SHOE FUN 
73 MARKET STREET, FREMANTLE 
‘Ooh’ and ‘aah’ over Shoe Fun’s beautiful shoes at its new Freo location. 
Passionate about all-things shoes, this small family business launched 
in 2014 with the idea of supplying beautiful, unique, and comfortable 
shoes of the highest quality and comfort. Open Tuesday to Thursday 
10.30am–4pm, Friday 10.30am–5pm, Saturday 10.30am–4pm and Sunday 
11am–3pm. Or find them online at shoefun.com.au

GO SLŌ STUDIO 
105 SOUTH TERRACE, FREMANTLE  
Enter the Slō lane! Go Slō Studio incorporates Pilates and mobility in an 
environment that encourages going at your own pace. Here, everyone 
has the opportunity to learn, understand and feel the benefits. From 
beginners to advanced classes, to private studio sessions; Go Slō will 
make your experience an enjoyable one! Open Monday to Friday 6.30am–
6.30pm and Saturday 8.30–10.30am. Bookings at goslostudio.com.au

// NEW KIDS ON THE BLOCK

Got a place you love? Drop us a line at info@fremantle.wa.gov.au and tell us what business in the City of Fremantle is your favourite and why.6 7



FRE-OH! AUTUMN 2022

LIBRARY MEMBERSHIP  
A REAL BLOCKBUSTER

FANTASY FANATICS
Although the books came out 25 years ago, 
Harry Potter and the Order of the Phoenix 
and Philosopher’s Stone are in the top 10 
most loaned out books at the library in the 
last 5 months—with Order of the Phoenix 
on top. 

// WALYALUP CIVIC CENTRE

Since opening in November, Fremantle Library has seen a massive increase in new 
membership and loans. We share some pretty cool stats and what everyone’s loving 
about the new library located in the Walyalup Civic Centre. 

The library’s first month of operation in its new 
home in Walyalup Koort saw new memberships 
increase by 125 per cent on the monthly 
average, with 800 new members signing up by 
the end of December.

“On our Open Day we had 1669 visitors 
walk through the doors, with over 500 items 
borrowed and 55 new memberships signed up,” 
Fremantle Library Manager Jayne Cleave said. 

“Average visitation throughout December was 
830 people per day, giving the library a 425 
per cent increase in monthly attendance. The 
number of items loaned has also increased to an 
average of 560 per day.

“That compares to average daily attendance 
of 285 people and 390 daily loans at our old 
location at Fremantle Oval.

“It’s wonderful to see that the new library is so 
popular and is attracting hundreds of people 
every day to the centre of Fremantle.”

Singer-songwriter, writer and educator Natalie 
D-Napoleon said she was thrilled to see the new 
library’s extensive selection of local literature.

“My first impression when I walked into the 
library was that it was a nice open space, full of 
light and books!” she said.

“There's lots of display space to see book titles 
and magazines. It's especially encouraging for a 
Freo-based poet to see an extensive Fremantle 
writers’ section, multi-lingual section, and a 
significant Indigenous writers’ collection.

“I've been meaning to read Donna Mazza's new 
book Fauna—when I saw the stunning cover on 
the library shelves. 

“My son and I plan to come to the library at least 
once a week—he really churns through those 
Manga books.”

GAME ON 
The library’s 3D printer has completed some cool 
projects so far, including a lamp, octopus, frog, 
chainmail sheet, LEGO flower and a Minecraft 
axolotl. One member even commissioned to 
make their own boardgame!

A popular place for all ages is the library’s gaming 
zone, featuring the Xbox Series S, Nintendo 
Switch and PlayStation 5 available for free play. 
The library also offers Oculus Quest 2 virtual 
reality headset to use in programs. It’s no 
wonder the library has seen over 200 users sign 
up to get their hands on the gaming loot. 

Digital gaming not your thing? Challenge your 
friends, or yourself, to the boardgames on 
offer including Catan, Monopoly Go Green, The 
Game of Life, Hues and Clues, Exploding Kittens, 
Scythe, Risk and much more. 

HISTORY ON DISPLAY 
Since opening, the City of Fremantle has also 
expanded the collection of items on display 
in the Library Lounge, which includes civic 
gifts, Indigenous artefacts and objects from 
Fremantle’s sister cities.

The City’s Information Collection Officer Andrew 
Pittaway said there were many interesting and 
bewildering stories behind the displayed pieces.

“We have an incredible painted cricket bat 
donated by Phil Cox of the Indigenous Cultural 
centre, as a symbolic trade from the Nyoongar 
People,” he said. 

“We also have the bell from Her Majesty’s 
Australian Ship Fremantle and a death penny 
which was given to the families of soldiers who 
had died in WWI.  

“Other fascinating pieces on display include 
traditional message sticks and the keys to 
Fremantle’s Sister City Capo D’Orlando, which 
were presented to former Fremantle Mayor 
John Cattalini.”

Pop into the Fremantle Library Monday–Friday 
between 9am–7pm, and Saturday and Sunday 
between 9am–5pm.

Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/library
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// FREO CARES

GRANTS DELIVER BOOST 
FOR COMMUNITY PROJECTS

From 1–31 March, applications for arts and 
community grants are open for projects that 
support Fremantle’s vibrant arts and cultural 
sector, as well as programs and activities that 
make a positive contribution to our community.

The grants are designed to inspire, support and 
develop our locals who play a role in creating 
the Freo we all know and love. 

Over the years, the City’s arts and community 
grants have supported many incredible arts 
projects and community initiatives get off  
the ground.

Residents can also apply for year-round funding 
across sports and recreation, venue support, 
positive ageing and neighbourhood response.

• Sports and Recreations Grants are 
available for young people and sporting 
clubs, with financial assistance on-hand 
for sporting clubs, access assistance, travel 
assistance and more.

• Community Donations up to $500 
provide one-off financial assistance to 
small community groups, not-for-profit 
organisations, and charities for an  
identified community focused initiative. 
Donations may also be sought for disaster 
relief appeals. 

KIDSPORT GOING STRONG 
IN FREMANTLE 
KidSport is a program administered by the 
Department of Local Government, Sport 
and Cultural Industries, making it possible 
for eligible children to participate in 
community sport and recreation by offering 
up to $150 per calendar year towards club 
registration fees.

Last financial year, KidSport supported 145 
kids playing sport in the City of Fremantle, 
with a total of $22,872 in funding. 

Fremantle City Football Club Treasurer Lolita 
Elverd said KidSport provided helpful boost 
in bringing together the community.

“KidSport helps caregivers and parents to 
provide a healthy outlet for children to 
come together, play with their friends and 
feel they belong to another type of family 
through sport,” Lolita said. 

“The KidSport Grant is applied against their 
annual soccer fees, which has provided a 
welcome relief for eligible families.”

• Neighbourhood Quick Response 
Grants are in direct response to COVID-19 
for community recovery, supporting 
projects and initiatives that make 
positive connections within Fremantle’s 
neighbourhoods and local community. 

• Venue Support Grants are in-kind support 
for not-for-profit community groups and 
organisations to assist in the hiring of the 
City’s community venues. 

• Positive Ageing Assistance supports older 
people on a low income living in the City of 
Fremantle to assist them maintaining their 
independence in their own home. 

Head to fremantle.wa.gov.au/grants for 
more information about the City’s grants and 
donations, guidelines and more. 

For queries about the guidelines, deadlines, or 
questions about applying, please contact us on 
grantfunding@fremantle.wa.gov.au

Read on to learn how the City of Fremantle can lend a helping hand with your 
upcoming project. Whether you’re a local artist, organisation, community group, young 
sportsperson, or low-income earner—there may be funding support available for you.  

Clockwise from left: Arts and community grant 
recipients—Maybe Together's The Banner Project. Img 
cr. Susie Blatchford from Pixel Poetry; Hilton Harvest 
Community Garden and Cosmic Cabaret at BRINK 
Festival with Kavisha Mazzella and guest musician 
Kenneth Dawson. Img cr. @SamuelGBruce. 
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FRE-OH! AUTUMN 2022 // HISTORIC GROUND// HISTORIC GROUND

OVAL BRINGS THE COMMUNITY 
TOGETHER

SHARE YOUR MEMORIES
As part of updating the Conservation 
Management Plan for Fremantle Oval, 
we are reaching out to the Fremantle 
community, visitors, sports fans and local 
history buffs to better understand the social 
significance of the site. 

Share something meaningful to you, a 
historical fact or something uniquely 
Freo! Visit mysay.fremantle.wa.gov.au/
fremantle-oval-stories to share your 
memories with us by 31 March 2022.

The Fremantle Oval and 
Victoria Pavilion has stood 
as an icon in the lives of the 
Fremantle community, its 
visitors and sports fans for 
over 125 years. 
The oval’s unique location in the heart of the city 
has made it a focal point for the community and 
our local identity. 

Originally given to the City of Fremantle as 
a Crown Grant in 1894, the oval’s legacy as a 
sporting venue was sealed with the first game of 
football played on 4 May 1895.   

In 1896 the Council held a competition to find a 
suitable design for a pavilion to be added to the 
oval. The design competition was won by local 
architect F.W. Burwell and Blackman Bros were 
awarded the building contract. 

The Victoria Pavilion was opened on 6 
November 1897 by Premier Sir John Forrest. 

By 1901 South Fremantle Football Club and East 
Fremantle Football Club (until they relocated in 
1950) called Fremantle Oval home. 

The Fremantle Dockers established a base at 
the oval and had their first training session in 
October 1994. 

The noise from the oval could be heard at the 
Fremantle Prison, as former prisoner Peter 
Dorizzi recalls. 

“You never thought much of the outside world 
until you heard the football going off down the 
road. You couldn't see it, but you could hear the 
roar when a goal went through,” he said. 

On Sunday 12 February 2017 more than  
10,000 people flocked to the oval to watch the 
first home game for the Fremantle Dockers 
AFLW team.  

In 2020 Fremantle Oval hosted the WAFL Grand 
Final attracting over 10,000 people to watch 
South Fremantle win by a nail-biting three points 
over Claremont.

The oval isn’t just a home for football having 
hosted cricket, a popular cycling track and at one 
time motocross racing. 

Fremantle Oval has brought the local 
community together to mark significant cultural 
and historical events, including the Inauguration 
of the Commonwealth of Australia, the 
coronation of King Edward VII in 1902 and a local 
celebration to welcome Queen Elizabeth II and 
Prince Phillip on their visit to Australia in 1954. 

It also provided a space for people to gather to 
mark the end of World War I and II. 

The oval has hosted a variety of events 
attracting locals and visitors to Fremantle from 
crowds watching a Maypole dance in 1927 to a 
Rodeo in 1994.

The oval is one of the many unique venues for 
live music in Fremantle from country blues and 
roots to large festivals such as the Big Day Out in 
1994 and the Falls Festival in 2018. 

Di Grey attended the Big Day Out with her family 
and said it was her favourite memory of live 
music in WA.  

“The summer of 1994 and 1995 in my mind are 
defined by the spray of the water hose held by 
security guards over the overheated crowd while 
we listened to the likes of Bjork, The Offspring, 
Ministry and Primal Scream,” she said.

Clockwise from left: Memories at Fremantle Oval—the 
2020 WAFL Grand Final, balloons released at a local 
derby in the early 1980s, a league football match in 
1972 and a school demonstration in 1910. 
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// HOP IN YOUR CAR

A QUICK GUIDE TO
PARKING IN FREO 

We’ve pulled together a handy guide to answer 
common questions like why we charge for 
parking, where you can find parking and  
how you can enjoy free parking as a resident  
or ratepayer. 

WHERE CAN I PARK?
There’s plenty of parking in Freo! Car parks are 
mainly located around the edges of the CBD and 
only a short walk from your destination.

There are about 1000 street bays, around 2300 
in the City’s owned off-street carparks, plus 
about 1700 more are provided by Fremantle 
Ports and commercial parking companies.

In all, that’s about 5000 spots to park. But which 
to choose? 

The key is knowing what sort of visit you want 
to have. If it’s just a quick visit, there are street 
bays on High Street where you can park free for 
30 minutes. 

If you need one, two or three hours parking, you 
can find that at ticket parking on other street 
bays or you can choose one of the many off-
street carparks. 

Rates vary but it’s possible to park all day at a 
City carpark for $9.50 or $8.50 using PayStay.

WHY IS PARKING CHARGED FOR? 
Fremantle isn’t just a shopping centre 
surrounded by bitumen. 

It’s a vibrant city, with amenities and services 
that cost money to maintain.

People come from all over to enjoy our unique 
port city and parking fees are one way for 
visitors to contribute to the City’s upkeep and 
share the load with ratepayers. 

If the City didn’t charge for parking, rates would 
need to go up about 15 per cent to compensate! 

The other effect of free parking is with visitors 
who use it as a carpark to often travel elsewhere. 

Parking fees and time limits keep car bays 
turning over to make way for the next visitors.  

SAVE WITH PAYSTAY 
The PayStay app is the easiest and most 
convenient way to pay for parking in Fremantle. 

Simply download the app on your smart phone 
and press ‘start’ when you park and ‘stop’ when 
you leave. That way you only pay for the parking 
time you used. 

Plus, by using the app, you’ll save 20 cents per 
hour at off-street carparks and 10 cents per hour 
in street bays.  

FREE CBD PARKING FOR 
RESIDENTS AND RATEPAYERS 
As a resident or ratepayer, you can apply for a 
Free After Three parking permit to enjoy free on-
street parking in the CBD between: 

• 9–11am (permit holders must stick to the 
posted time limits such as 30 minutes, 1 
hour or 2 hours) 

• 3–5pm (permit holders must stick to the 
posted time limits such as 30 minutes, 1 
hour or 2 hours) 

• 5pm–9am (no time limits apply) 

Hilton locals Chantelle and Frank applied for 
their free parking permit back in September 
2020 and love using it to visit some of their 
favourite places in Freo. 

“Two months after building our house in Hilton, 
our neighbour Regs told us about the free 
resident parking permit—an added bonus 
to what was an already exciting move to 
Fremantle,” Chantelle said.

“Signing up was a breeze. It's a matter of 
downloading the form from the council site, 
filling it out and emailing it back.

“We love heading into Freo. Our favourite place 
to grab smashed avo brunch is Duck Duck Bruce 
and for dinner it’s a toss up between a Saag 
Paneer from Lions and Tigers or a burger from 
Short Order.”

Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/parking for more 
info and to apply.

GET ON YOUR BIKE! 
Not only is riding good for your health and 
the environment, but it’s also good for your 
pocket by saving on fuel, car maintenance 
and the cost of parking. 

Riding your bike also frees up car bays for 
people who may need it more than you. 
Bike racks are conveniently located around 
the CBD, including Walyalup Koort, so you 
can park up, lock up and go explore. 

Clockwise from top: Exploring our port city in style; 
Hilton locals Frank and Chantelle love their ‘Free After 
Three’ residents parking permit; and getting around 
Freo is easy on bikes. 
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FRE-OH! AUTUMN 2022 // IT’S ON US

PERKS OF BEING 
A LOCAL 

HOW DO I KNOW IF I’M ELIGIBLE?
If you live in Fremantle, South Fremantle, North Fremantle, Beaconsfield, 
White Gum Valley, Hilton, Samson or O’Connor then you can start enjoying 
these perks—whether you’re a renter or homeowner! 

FREE CBD PARKING 
It’s easy to shop local with free parking. Apply for your Free After Three 
parking permit to enjoy free on-street parking in the CBD between: 

• 9–11am (permit holders must stick to the posted time limits such as 
30 minutes, 1 hour or 2 hours) 

• 3–5pm (permit holders must stick to the posted time limits such as 
30 minutes, 1 hour or 2 hours) 

• 5pm–9am (no time limits apply) 

The parking permit applies for on-street (kerbside) parking and does not 
include carparks. 

Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/parking for more info and to apply. 

FREE STREET TREES 
Add a street tree to your verge on us. We’ll do all the hard work, including 
planting and maintenance, and all you need to do is submit a request.

Once an application is received, our team will be in touch between April 
and May to talk to you about what is most suitable for your verge. 

Planting will then occur between April and July each year to give your tree 
the best chance of survival.

To request a tree, visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/eservices or contact us at 
1300 MY FREO (1300 693 736).

FREE MULCH
Mulching is one of the many easy ways you can develop a water-wise 
native garden that’s easy to maintain. 

Residents can collect free mulch from the Fremantle Recycling Centre 
subject to availability, so we recommend calling ahead on 1300 MY FREO 
(1300 693 736) before visiting the centre. 

DISCOUNTED MEMBERSHIP TO  
FREMANTLE LEISURE CENTRE 
Fremantle Leisure Centre (FLC) is open all year round and offers a range of 
health and fitness programs including swim and group fitness classes. The 
centre boasts four heated swimming pools, a gym, café, crèche, training 
room and swim shop all located on 3.5 hectares of grassed open space. 
New residents are eligible for a 10% discount with no joining fee when a 
12-month FLC membership is purchased. Use code NEWRES, available for 
the first year of membership only.

Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/flc for more info about the centre and to apply 
for membership.

Residents and ratepayers can enjoy a range of benefits 
that make living in Fremantle even better! From free 
CBD parking to free street trees, there’s plenty to love 
about being a local. 
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// IT’S ON US

FREE TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT FOR  
STREET PARTIES 
Get to know your neighbours and boost community spirit by hosting a 
street party.

A team of dedicated local volunteers are on hand to provide free 
traffic management for the day, so you can focus on the fun things like 
meeting new people, getting to know your neighbours and celebrating 
your community. 

White Gum Valley resident and Yalgoo Avenue Community Street Party 
organiser Roy Lewisson put his hand up as a volunteer traffic controller 
to make it easier for people to host street parties. 

“The party we held in our street cost around $4000 and the majority of 
the cost was traffic management,” Roy said.

“Now, with the volunteers, we’re hoping that rather than costing $4000 
to hold a party it’ll probably be more like $300 to $400.

“It will also streamline a lot of the paperwork like risk assessments, 
public liability insurance, permits and applications.

“We all recognise that road closure procedures and protocols are 
necessary to ensure a safe event, and this policy will assist Fremantle 
residents to hold a community street party which is affordable and 
reduces the bureaucratic burden on the local residents.”

Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/streetparty for more info.

GRANT SUPPORT FOR SPORTS, COMMUNITY 
EVENTS, POSITIVE AGEING, VENUE HIRE  
AND MORE 
We’re giving back to our community through grants. Get financial 
assistance for your local sport or sporting club, enjoy free hire at City 
venues for non-for-profit community groups and organisations, apply for 
positive ageing assistance if you’re on a low income, plus grants of $500 
are available for local not-for-profit groups and $1000 grants for projects 
that create positive connections within Fremantle. The grants are open all 
year or until allocations run out.

Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/grants for more info including how to apply.

FREE DROP-OFFS AT  
FREMANTLE RECYCLING CENTRE 
Free to all residents, the Fremantle Recycling Centre is where you can drop 
off items that don’t belong in your waste bins, pick up free mulch and is 
also home to the Reuse Shop. 

You can find a wide range of goods for sale at a bargain price at our Reuse 
Shop including furniture, camping gear, surf boards, gardening equipment, 
toys, books, DVDs and musical instruments. 

You can also drop off eligible containers and earn 10 cents for each 
container at the City’s Containers for Change Refund Point while you’re at 
the centre. 

Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/waste to learn more. 

Clockwise from left: Resident perks! Grab your free mulch; enjoy parking 
benefits; get a discounted membership to Fremantle Leisure Centre, drop your 
waste off at the Fremantle Recycling Centre; receive help with your next street 
party; and apply for a street tree. 
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MEET OUR
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR

Maureen Maher, co-convenor of the Hilton Precinct Group, was presented 
with the honour by Fremantle Mayor Hannah Fitzhardinge at an awards 
ceremony at the WA Maritime Museum on Wednesday 26 January. 

Mayor Hannah described Maureen as an inspirational leader who had an 
innate ability to identify opportunities to bring people together and form 
positive relationships across diverse groups.

“Maureen has a passion for collaborating on creative projects that bring 
people together to enable a greater sense of wellbeing and belonging,  
and connect people to their local community in meaningful ways,” 
Hannah said. 

“She values the power of sharing stories to help community understand 
each other, and to be informed and inspired.” 

Maureen said she was overwhelmed by the community’s positive 
feedback since news broke out about her well-deserved accolade. 

“I went to the awards ceremony just very happy to be nominated and was 
very surprised but honoured by the win,” she said. 

“It’s very humbling to be acknowledged in your community in such a 

A local hero who for many years has worked with Hilton residents to inspire, 
educate and inform them on how to create healthier and happier places to live, 
work and play has been named Fremantle Citizen of the Year for 2022.

public way. I’m usually more comfortable flying under the radar but I am 
very grateful to those who chose me.”

Over the years, Maureen has been involved with the Hilton Primary 
School breakfast program, the Cooking from Home cross-cultural 
cooking program, the Hilton Magical Mystery Tram Tour, The Garden Party 
Collective, the creation of the Hilton Pocket Park and the Neighbourhood 
Connect program. 

“I love the creative process of working with others and most of  
the projects I’ve been involved in have been real collaborations,”  
Maureen said. 

“Along with Helena Cohen-Robertson we developed the Cooking from 
Home project that showcased Freo locals from different cultures and 
shared their home cooking at community dinners; the Magical Mystery 
Tram tour was a fun initiative of the Hilton Precinct team that got dozens 
of locals travelling through the streets of Hilton on the Fremantle tram to 
learn about its history and showcase local businesses. 

“The neighbour group I started in my street has helped me get to know 
many more neighbours and do some fun activities together and most 
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Clockwise from left: Maureen Maher and Mayor Hannah Fitzhardinge; participants 
in the Cooking from Home 2019 project; Mayor Hannah with Ben Aw, Ervina Ng and 
Charlie and Helen Ricciardo from PortCare; Young Citizen of the Year Allie Messenger 
with Mayor Hannah; community volunteers Felicity Newman and Mary Barton with 
the City’s Marie Tassone, Maureen Maher and Hilton Primary School Principal Carmel 
Bochnek preparing a Hilton Primary School breakfast last year; Senior Citizen of the 
Year Philip Lansell; and the Message in a Teacup 2021 project.

recently the Message in a Teacup project is inspiring people to spread 
kindness, hope and inspiration to neighbours and strangers.

“At the heart of all these initiatives is acting locally, promoting positive 
wellbeing building and community connections.

“I don’t see I have done anything that special except get involved in my 
local community. 

“I hope others might consider how they could get involved too as there 
are lots of opportunities and plenty of creative people with great ideas 
and fun projects such waiting to be born. We just need to get out and  
start meeting.”

Fremantle’s Senior Citizen of the Year is Philip Lansell, for his ongoing 
and unwavering support of the Fremantle Community Legal Centre.

For more than 15 years Phil has generously given his time and legal 
expertise to the Fremantle community by volunteering as a pro-bono 
lawyer with the Fremantle Community Legal Centres’ evening legal service. 
He specialises in assisting with complex legal matters, and over his time 
with FCLC has helped almost 400 clients. 

Young Citizen of the Year Allie Messenger is an enthusiastic member of 
the Fremantle Youth Network, as well as an advocate for the Youth Pride 
Network and a member of the Australian Youth Affairs Coalition. She also 
volunteers across many community events and workshops to support 
rainbow youth.

PortCare, under the leadership of Charlie Ricciardo, was awarded the 
Active Citizenship Award for their efforts in supporting people in need, 
particularly during the COVID-19 pandemic.

PortCare services include free community lunches, an Op Shop selling 
clothing, furniture, household items and bric-a-brac at a fraction of the 
retail cost, making and delivering meals and groceries to people and 
providing fuel vouchers and food hampers to those in need.
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WALYALUP KOORT 
ISJUST THE BEGINNING

The Walyalup Civic Centre is open, FOMO is buzzing, and more than 1700 state 
government workers have moved into their new headquarters in Walyalup Koort. 
But Pete Adams from Yolk Property Group says the renewal of Fremantle’s civic 
heart is just the beginning of Freo’s renaissance. 

Fremantle’s development pipeline is currently 
valued at $1.8 billion. That’s $1.8 billion worth of 
new apartments, hotels, retail, hospitality, and 
office space either recently completed, under 
construction or in the planning phase.

Three new developments—the Little Lane 
apartments on Adelaide Street, the hArbour 
office building on High Street and a new hotel on 
South Terrace—are the work of local company 
Yolk Property Group.   

Yolk’s founder and director Pete Adams 
admits he’s not a Freo native, having grown 
up in Newcastle and spent time in Canada 
before lobbing in WA in 2004. But he says not 
being Freo-born and bred probably gave him 
a different appreciation of the city’s unique 
qualities.

“I didn’t want to move to Sydney again and I had 
a few friends here, so I just came over,” Pete said.

“I came down here for the first time one rainy 
night and just thought it was really cool, and I’ve 
loved it ever since. Straight away, we came to 
Freo and thought it’s the best place in Perth.

“You could tell that Freo had a lot of these 
elements that other great places around the 
world have. It’s got something a little bit special 
that nowhere else in Perth has, and even 
Australia-wide I think is pretty unique.

“But it’s probably taken a bit longer for people 
who grew up in Fremantle or Perth to see them, 
and to see Fremantle differently.”

Yolk’s Little Lane project—just a stone’s throw 
from the revitalised Walyalup Koort—is nearing 
completion, with all but six of the 70 apartments 
sold and all five shops on the ground floor 
leased.

Pete says the recent completion of the Walyalup 
Civic Centre has provided a huge boost.

“It was tough at first to get people to 
comprehend the vision of what Fremantle was 
going to become, because when we started 
the renewal of Kings Square was still a bit of a 
dream,” Pete said. 

“They hadn’t started construction on the 
Department of Communities building and 
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FOMO yet, so the concept that this area was going to be rejuvenated was a 
hard one to sell.

“But now people can see it. I’ve sold more apartments this week than I 
sold in the first year!”

Yolk’s other Fremantle projects are both set to go ahead this year. The 
hArbour project will be WA’s first timber-framed office building, while 
South Terrace hotel has been leased by Sydney-based hotel chain Veriu.   

And while Freo is starting to look a little livelier these days, Pete says  
we haven’t seen anything close to the full benefit of the current 
investment boom.  

“It’s got momentum, but we haven’t had anyone move into our 
apartments yet and I think a lot of people are still working from home due 
to COVID, so we haven’t really seen the upside yet from what’s already 
been done, let alone the things that are still in the works,” he said. 

“More people in Freo will mean we’ll have that 24/7 economy—more 
people working here, more spending in the shops and so on.

“We do have several other sites in Fremantle that hopefully we can announce 
more on in the next few months, but it’s residential I’d like to see take off 
more. It’s one of the elements downtown Fremantle is really missing.

“At times it’s been tough. It’s never the easiest being the first ones to do 
things in a place, but I think it’s rewarding knowing you’re being part of the 
rejuvenation of Freo.”   

Opposite: Pete Adams admires the view from Little Lane apartments; 
and Yolk’s South Terrace hotel.
Above: (from top) Artist impressions of Little Lane apartments; the 
exterior and interior of the hArbour office building; and the top floor 
terrace at Little Lane.

16 17



FRE-OH! AUTUMN 2022

For over 25 years he was WA’s cinema guru as the film 
reviewer and editor at The West Australian. Now Hilton 
resident Mark Naglazas sees Freo as the natural home for 
WA’s burgeoning screen industry.

WA FILM HAS A HOME
IN FREO

For Mark Naglazas (pictured) the love of 
cinema was imprinted early when, growing up 
in Manning in the 1960s, his mother regularly 
dragged him to the outdoor cinema across the 
road from his childhood home.

“I’m pretty sure I saw Ben Hur there for the first 
time when I was just a few years old, so it began 
pretty early,” Mark said.

“While my sisters would go off to bed I would 
stay up with my mother and watch the late-
night movies on TV, so I had a great grounding in 
old black and white movies.

“Through the 70s I did become a film obsessive. 
At the age that kids today watch Harry Potter 
I was sneaking into R-rated films like The Last 
Tango in Paris and The Godfather.

“Then in the 80s I became involved with the Film 
and Television Institute in Fremantle, and at that 
point Fremantle really was a film hotspot.

“But where my interest in film as a critic really 
took off was when I lived in Toronto for a couple 
of years, and I started to read scripts for a big 
film company. Then I came back to Australia 
in the early 90s and took the job at The West 
Australian as a film critic and arts writer.

“It was a great period in which I travelled the 
world and interviewed many of the great movie 
stars and directors, so it was a very exciting time.”

After 25 years at The West Mark is now freelance, 
writing for Seesaw arts magazine, hosting 
‘Movies with Mark’ at Luna on SX and dabbling in 
his own screenwriting.

He’s also been a Hilton resident for the past  
two years. 

“My son bought a house in Hilton and through a 
series of events I ended up being the half owner 
of it, so it’s sort of by accident that I’ve ended up 
in Hilton, but I’ve really enjoyed it,” Mark said.

“I’ve always hovered around Fremantle, but 
this is the first time I’ve ever actually lived in 
Fremantle. It’s been a great two years of having 
access to the beach and the city centre, and I’m 
a great visitor to the Luna Cinema so that’s a nice 
easy drive from Hilton.

“And there is such a large arts community down 
here. I must know personally about 200 people 
in this area that work within the arts, journalism, 
media, that sort of thing.”

It’s that creative community that Mark says 
makes Freo the natural home to the local  
screen industry. 

“I think there’s a natural synergy between Freo 
and the film industry because the people are 
actually down here, and they love working here,” 
he said.

 “Already there’s a strong producing base here, 
you’ve got writers everywhere, and there’s just a 
really nice vibe, I think.

“Just sitting in the corner at Gino’s, I could easily 
flip open my laptop and quite happily watch the 
world go by as I write.”

A series of articles for Seesaw magazine on the 
$100 million film studio proposed for Victoria 
Quay recently won Mark the prize for best 
Culture and Arts Report at the WA Media Awards. 

He said it was fascinating hearing the many and 
varied opinions surrounding the project.

“Because the arguments for and against the 
studio are so convincing, I’ve had real trouble 
trying to work out where I stand on this one,” 
Mark said. 

“The people wanting to preserve Victoria Quay 
have a very strong argument and those who feel 
that it’s an inappropriate spot for a studio have a 
strong argument but, when I weigh it all up, I’m 
for the studio being in Fremantle.

“I think if the government plants a $100 million 
movie studio in the middle of Fremantle they’re 
going to have to make it work and they’re going 
to have to drive it, and that would be a great 
thing for the local industry.”

// FILM FRIENDLY FREO
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// YOUR NEIGHBOURHOOD VET

NUTS ABOUT MUTTS 
with Dr Garnett Hall

We caught up with Dr Garnett Hall (and his dog Keith) about what’s been 
happening since his Aspire Award win, working at Fremantle Animal Hospital 
and what’s on the horizon for Freo’s paw-some vet.

Dr Garnett Hall is a veterinary surgeon with 15 
years of experience with small animals, dairy, 
beef, and horses. Along with his wife, Dr Sally 
Hall, they own the Fremantle Animal Hospital.

Last year Dr Hall was presented with the Aspire 
Award, which provides a $5000 scholarship to 
assist the winner’s attendance at an overseas 
conference of their choice.

Looking into his career, as well as speaking to 
him in person, it’s easy to see why he was such a 
fantastic candidate for the award.

What was 2021 like for you? It was a big year 
in many ways! We’re almost a year into doing 
the Pet-Friendly Freo campaign, with about 160 
businesses signing up, which goes up every 
single week. It’s turned into such a big project—
bigger than I ever expected. I’ve been contacted 
by businesses in East Fremantle, Cockburn and 
even New South Wales about getting involved. 
This all started from wanting to discourage 
owners from leaving their dogs in cars—it’s been 
a really interesting experience.

We’re also in the final phase of technology 
development for VetChip, we’re about to begin 
our first trials on pet animals at Curtin University, 
after testing the chip on sheep at UWA. I’m 
already getting contacted everyday about when 

it’s going to be available for the public—we’ve 
got to make sure it works first! 

What was winning the Aspire Award like? 
That was a lot of fun! I’m excited about 
potentially going to the Singapore Vet Show 
later this year, depending on travel restrictions. 
It would be such a great opportunity to network 
with other vets and come back with new stories, 
new techniques and procedures. 

Your location has so much history. What do 
you know about it? Our clinic is housed in 
a beautiful heritage-listed building that most 
people might recognise as being the previous 
site for Ellen Health. It was also an accountant 
office for a while—there’s been a longlist of 
history here. I’ve actually been meaning to head 
down to the Fremantle Library to follow its roots 
back to when it was first built. It’s a beautiful 
space—I knew it would make a great vet clinic 
when I saw it.

What’s the weirdest pet you’ve treated? 
Danicia Quinlan, who is the Chamber of 
Commerce Fremantle CEO, came in with her 
bearded dragon. We definitely made sure to give 
it a five-star treatment!

How does 2022 look like to you? It’s definitely 
going to be a busy year for the clinic, as well 

WHAT IS VETCHIP?
We’re officially in the future. VetChip 
provides next-generation animal health 
monitoring capability and analytics that 
allows you to always know the health 
condition of your pet in real-time, all from 
a mobile application. Find out more at 
vetchip.com.au

A PET-FRIENDLY FREO
Are you a Freo business or café looking 
to show off your puppy pride? Fremantle 
Animal Hospital runs the campaign Pet-
Friendly Freo that aims to make our city 
more desirable for our furry friends, with 
more pooches hitting the pavement and 
joining in on the family fun. To look at 
adding your business to the pet pal list, 
email info@freo.vet

as expanding the Pet-Friendly campaign even 
further and working on VetChip. Other than 
that, my approvals have been finalised so I can 
get a pet turkey. I think that will be absolutely 
hilarious to have as a pet!

You can find Dr Garnett Hall on Facebook and 
Twitter at @garnett_hall
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BEHIND THE SCENES:
KEEPING OUR HOME BEAUTIFUL

Freo is our cherished home and maintaining 
its streets, parks and beaches involve teams 
of individuals coordinating their efforts to 
ensure it remains warm and inviting.
The process begins at 3am when a fleet of three street sweepers, a 
steamer truck and a water truck hit the roads to hose down and sweep the 
entire city centre each week. High-traffic areas like the Cappuccino Strip are 
cleaned every morning.

Once they’ve finished and the morning crowd rolls in this team rolls out to 
the suburbs and the City’s day-shift City Centre Clean-up Crew takes over 
from 6am, cruising along in their energy-efficient electric buggies.

They will collect any rubbish that finds itself on the streets over the 
course of the day as well as take responsibility maintaining the general 
appearance of the area. They will be on-hand seven days a week, from 
6am–4pm Monday to Wednesday and 6am–9.30pm Thursday to Sunday.

The clean-up crew is not bound just to the city centre and will also sweep 
the City’s entire suburban road network multiple times throughout 
the year, as well as taking care of other jobs like cleaning bus stops and 
responding to emergency clean-up events like traffic crashes and  
storm damage.

Working alongside is the Parks and Landscape teams who keep the natural 
areas looking their greenest and ensuring weeds are kept to a minimum. 

Working along high priority roads and playgrounds in the city centre and 
footpaths, cycle ways and road kerbs in suburban areas, the teams utilise 
different treatment methods to remove weeds.

Depending on the area, a range of different approaches are used including 
manual removal by hand-pulling, suppression through mulching and 
planting, mechanical control such as mowing and slashing and chemical 
free control through hydro-thermal (steam). 

Chemical control (herbicide) is used when no other options are 
available, however the City has a chemical reduction approach to weed 
management and is integrating alternative methods into its weed 
management program.

IT’S A COMMUNITY EFFORT
We appreciate you being our extra eyes and you can help with the upkeep 
of the city by jumping onto our customer service portal and letting us 
know if you spot anything that needs attention.

This includes fallen branches, graffiti, damaged footpaths, roads and kerbs 
and drainage problems. You can also request maintenance and cleaning 
for any public facility. 

Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/requestaservice
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IMPROVING OUR CITY 
Our staff work around the clock to make improvements to our 
City and are always doing their best to help our community. 
Here’s just a few of the many projects we completed in the last 
quarter of 2021. 

• We improved the Fremantle Arts Centre parking spaces! 
What is now the main allocated parking space was once 
an old building, which was then demolished and used 
as an informal parking space on the old slab. Our team 
flattened and tidied the grounds and created line marks 
to create a more formal parking area. This created not only 
a more efficient parking area, but also made it safer for 
drivers and pedestrians.

• We installed fencing between Lefroy tip and the nearby 
school to improve safety and security. The Lefroy tip 
garrison fence then received a site clean-up, with the  
top of the poles of the fence trimmed to uniform height 
and capped.

• The paving in front of the Fremantle Leisure Centre kiosk 
was completed in November. During this project, the crew 
on site lifted existing pavers, imported clean yellow fill, 
levelled, and compacted the base, screeded the area and 
re-laid the pavers. This helped to restore the alfresco area 
at the leisure centre for people to sit in the kiosks under 
the shade.

• Drainage works on Hampton Road were completed, 
which upgraded some pits, pipework and installed a 
new footpath strip drain. The works now mitigate risk of 
flooding as previously this area had been subjected to 
flooding during the winter months.

• Did you know we can help you with lost property? 
A resident dropped her keys into the drain outside 
her property and was able to get in touch with our 
Infrastructure Engineering team to quickly retrieve them 
for her! 

Do you have any experiences with our staff and services you’d 
like to share? Email us on info@fremantle.wa.gov.au and let 
us know! 

Opposite: The City’s Rapid Response Officer Luke Williams. 
Above: (from top) Paving works at Fremantle Leisure Centre; city staff 
trimming tree branches to keep our natural areas safe; and a Greensteam 
contractor using steam to remove weeds along the footpath in the  
city centre. 
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It’s been a little over four months since Hannah Fitzhardinge was elected 
Mayor of Fremantle, but her connection to the city goes way back to when 
she was enrolled in the fledgling Beehive Montessori School near Leighton 
Beach as a three-year-old in 1980.

“To start with mum used to drive me there from our home in Victoria 
Park, but later she bought a place in North Freo, which was a pretty 
working class, run-down area at the time. It was much more wharfies and 
Homeswest housing in the area back then,” Hannah said.

“We used to paddle out to the sandbar in the middle of Rocky Bay and 
hang out on our boogie boards. There was a lot of riding bikes around and 
just playing on the cliffs growing up, so we had amazing freedom.”

Back then, becoming the Mayor of Fremantle wasn’t something the young 
Hannah ever contemplated. 

“It’s fair to say I didn’t. I didn’t really get interested in politics until I went to 
Curtin and studied journalism. It was the time of the waterfront dispute 
and I remember covering that for the student newspaper and thinking 
at the time ‘I’ve got a view on this. I want to join the picket line’, which I 
ultimately did. I realised journalism probably wasn’t going to give me  
an opportunity to take positions on things or get engaged in the  
political process.”

Spurred on by that experience, while still at university Hannah started 
working in the electorate office of a Labor MP, which led to a job with 
Opposition Leader Geoff Gallop, who ultimately became Premier in 2001.

After three years supporting policy for the creative industries and 
e-government in the Premier’s office she made the jump into the private 
sector, working in corporate affairs for companies including Woodside and 

CITIC Pacific, before changing tack again after the birth of her only child 
Edie to become a professional coach and facilitator.

But running for council still wasn’t something on Hannah’s radar.

“I’ve run women in leadership programs for over a decade now, and there’s 
an interesting thing about women being happy to put someone else 
forward for leadership roles but not necessarily seeing opportunities  
for themselves. 

“When Josh Wilson was elected to the Federal Parliament in 2016, I started 
getting some phone calls about the vacancy in Beaconsfield Ward. 

“There were only two women on the council out of 13 elected members, 
and I was thinking I could go out and find another good woman to run. 
Dave Coggin, the then Deputy Mayor, came to me and said ‘you’re running 
this women in leadership program, so why are you saying no to this 
opportunity?’, which was a good point.      

“Running for Mayor was a bit like that as well. There were people in the 
community who saw that potential in me that I didn’t necessarily see 
myself. That said, I was hugely excited about the opportunity to achieve 
great things for—and with—our community.”

Hannah believes her previous experience has provided a good grounding 
for her role as Mayor.

“Through all of that I’ve learnt a lot about myself. I know a lot about 
how to manage myself, and that’s been quite useful given the stressful 
potential of this job. I do a lot of things to make sure I’m whole and sane 
and focussed, but I also know what I need to feel satisfied in my work. I 
know that I have to feel like I’m achieving things and getting stuff done.

GETTING TO 
KNOW 
YOUR NEW 
MAYOR
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“I also think that over the course of my career, I’ve learned a fair bit about 
people, how they work and how to engage with people, and I genuinely 
enjoy it. I’m an extrovert and I feel better when I’m around people, listening, 
learning, collaborating.”

Hannah has inherited the mayoral chains at a time when Freo is in the  
midst of a major transition, which she says presents big challenges but also 
big opportunities.

“Putting aside the COVID challenges, which you can’t understate, the more 
structural challenges are still around building a larger population in our CBD 
that really supports all the great things that people are doing here.

“The City has invested heavily in the CBD and it’s paid off in terms of the $1.8 
billion development pipeline and how much everyone loves the new Civic 
Centre, but you go out into the suburbs and you do see that there’s quite a 
lot of run down infrastructure, particularly around sporting clubs and some 
of the basic infrastructure like footpaths and drainage that need a lot of love. 
We’re going to have to have a back-to-basics focus in what we deliver.

“A big job for this year will be updating our Strategic Community Plan, 
which will give us the chance to have those community conversations 
on what to do about things like the vacant spaces in the CBD, creating a 
genuine university town, identifying the future economic and community 
opportunities as the port leaves, and addressing climate change, resilience 
and adaptation.

“These are all seriously important issues confronting our city but, if we get it 
right, they also present the opportunity for some big wins which will really 
set us up for an exciting future.” 

The (then) Deputy Mayor came to me 
and said you’re running this ‘Women 
in Leadership’ program, so why are 
you saying no to this opportunity?

Clockwise from top: Class photo from 1987; a young Hannah at Beehive 
Montessori School; Hannah’s first job, helping out at Robyn Malcolm’s 
Knitwear Studio on High Street; and Freo’s new Mayor.
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A day in the life
JUDY McLEAN
PRINCIPAL SOLICITOR AND COORDINATOR

Fremantle Community Legal Centre (FCLC) has been an important Freo 
service since 1981, providing valuable legal assistance for parts of the 
community who need it most. 

The City of Fremantle is the only local government in Western Australia 
to offer a community legal service and for Judy McLean, Principal 
Solicitor and Coordinator (pictured), her passion to help others drives her 
dedication.

“Legal help should not just be for those who can afford it,” Judy said.

“We work with people from diverse backgrounds who are facing an 
injustice or hardship. We guide them when they have no one to turn to.” 

Judy’s work begins at 9am. The phones start ringing with people seeking 
advice or looking to set up appointments. The reception team will answer 
between 60 and 70 calls per day.

Behind the reception sit the lawyers, who are meeting clients and delving 
into their cases. 

They are providing legal advice on a broad range of areas including 
family law, criminal injuries compensation, criminal law, social security 
(Centrelink), tenancy, restraining orders, child protection and care plus 
other civil matters.

The team also assists with family violence support, mediation and 
document drafting, as well as non-legal matters such as attending  
police meetings with clients, crisis intervention through refuge and 
counselling referrals.

When restraining order matters are required at Fremantle Magistrates 
Court, the Duty Lawyer will represent clients. It’s more than a duty court 
appearance—it’s support through the entire process.

If day appointments do not suit, the Evening Legal Service (ELS) is a flexible 
alternative. ELS lawyers provide a pro bono (voluntary) service and offer 
one-off, 30 minute appointments every second Wednesday evening, 
5–8pm.

Community education is a special function FCLC provides, which separates 
them from private practices.

The Legal Series at Fremantle Library and The Meeting Place are free 
information sessions where you can learn about your rights and 
responsibilities.

FCLC also takes part in Law Week in May—an opportunity for you to 
receive free legal advice—as well as White Ribbon Day every November.

FCLC does not have the same resources as Legal Aid WA, but its growth is 
reflective of increasing demand.

Since opening, it has expanded to 18 staff members: 10 legal staff, three legal 
support workers, four administration officers and one client support officer.

Investing in the lives of clients is part of the job and staff experience a 
range of emotions.

“Our staff are family, and it’s important we lean on each other for 
emotional support,” Judy reflected.

“We often deal with heart-breaking situations, while always wanting the 
best for our clients, we also focus on our own wellbeing”.

The phones stop at 4pm but staff continue working until 6pm when 
the lights turn off. It’s been a gruelling yet incredibly rewarding day. The 
community needs them, and they’ll be back again tomorrow.

CONTACT FCLC
LEVEL 1, SUITE 31  
FREMANTLE MALLS, 35 WILLIAM STREET, FREMANTLE

T 9432 9790
E fclc@fremantle.wa.gov.au 

The centre is open weekdays, 9am–4pm. 
All services are by appointment only.
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PADDY TROY 
MALL SET FOR 
FACELIFT
Exciting changes are coming to Fremantle’s 
Paddy Troy Mall, thanks to a new 
partnership with RAC.
The mall, located between our famous Cappuccino Strip and renewed  
civic heart Walyalup Koort, will be revitalised through new street art, 
enhanced pedestrian connections and alfresco areas, and improved 
lighting and landscaping.

The project is being delivered in partnership with RAC through its 
Reconnect WA initiative, which aims to create vibrant streets and public 
spaces for Western Australians to interact and connect with each other.

RAC Group Executive Social and Community Impact Patrick Walker said RAC 
was proud to invest another $1 million into community projects which 
change the look and feel of streets and public spaces. 

More than 4,200 RAC members helped to choose the funding recipients 
by casting a vote on their favourite project.

Fremantle Mayor Hannah Fitzhardinge said she was delighted the Paddy 
Troy Mall revitalisation was selected.

“In years gone by the mall was mostly used as a place for people to park their 
cars and put the bins out, but more recently it’s been transformed by the 
restoration of the historic Manning Buildings, the expansion of the alfresco 
areas of hotels and restaurants and some fabulous street art,” she said. 

“We’re thrilled to be partnering with RAC on the Paddy Troy Mall 
revitalisation project, which will build on the progress that’s already been 
made to create another bustling, vibrant and attractive precinct in the 
heart of Fremantle.”

The City of Fremantle is also contributing funding to the project, which 
involves the removal of parking bays within the mall to create more space 
for pedestrians and alfresco areas.

There will also be upgrades to the lighting, additional landscaping and 
trees along the mall and the delivery of a prominent street art project.

FREMANTLE VISITOR CENTRE 
OPENING HOURS
Monday to Friday 9am–5pm 
Saturday 9am–4pm 
Sunday and public holidays 10am–4pm

Next time you’re in town, check out the new and improved 
Fremantle Visitor Centre which is now operating on the other end of 
Walyalup Koort.

Prior to moving to the ground floor triangular space in the Walyalup 
Civic Centre, the Visitor Centre operated out of temporary facilities in 
the Fremantle Town Hall for nearly four years. 

Inside the Visitor Centre, friendly, experienced staff and volunteer 
ambassadors are on-hand to help you rediscover our beloved port 
city or plan a special staycation. 

It’s also the go-to place to hire a bike, find a walking trail, pick up a 
map or find out what's new in Freo. 

Visitor centre staff can assist with accommodation and tour 
information; general tourism information and advice;  
accessibility information and specialist advice for corporate and 
conference enquiries. 

Head to visitfremantle.com.au

BIGGER, BETTER, 
BRIGHTER  
VISITOR CENTRE 
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STREET ARTS 
PRESENTS

This year’s Fremantle 
International Street Arts 
Festival brings us something 
different, as animals take 
over the urban in Wild Freo. 
Wild Freo presents new works for family 
audiences—created to reflect on how humans 
are threatening animals’ existence, to inspire 
hope and spark positive change. 

Audiences are invited to venture into heritage 
spaces, parklands and streets all transformed 
into animal sanctuaries—experience encounters 
with a blue fin whale, take a breath with an 
endangered species, or be transported by bird 
song across the City of Fremantle. 

Each sanctuary features different artforms and 
has been created through a rich collaborative 
process between WA artists, Erth visual and 
physical theatre and young people from  
across Fremantle. 

In its development, the festival has called out 
to artists and young people to take collective 
action, share stories, and encourage a new future 
for the animal kingdom. These young leaders 
have worked with artists in the lead up to the 

WHAT CAN WE EXPECT?
Featured WA artists will include Sandy 
McKendrick, Bryan Woltjen, Angela 
Ferolla, Tyrown Waigana, Jenessa King, 
Ella Hetherington, Teori Shannon, Rebecca 
Riggs-Bennett, Daley Rangi, Perth Symphony 
Orchestra, Field Designs, Joe Leach, 
Turid Calgaret, Rachel Riggs, Karla Hart 
Productions, Envelope Audio and more!

Get ready for diverse artforms from 
theatre, puppetry, illustration, sound, music, 
installation, projections, sculpture, dance, 
sand art, design, and animation.

WILD FREO 

festival participating in workshops via local 
organisations, schools, and community groups. 

As Wild Freo is an operational response to the 
current pandemic, it will continue to follow 
State Government directives in relation to 
COVID-19, according to Festival Coordinator 
Sarah Wilkinson.

“Our goal is to be able to reach audiences 
and communities—to share hope in these 
challenging times,” she said. 

“Wild Freo is also a response to the impact of 
COVID-19 restrictions which have resulted in 
the increased connection to local place and 
environments, and in animals taking over urban 
spaces as humans stay at home.

“People are exploring, experiencing, and 
celebrating local country, flora, and fauna in 
greater depth than ever before—highlighting the 
beauty and uniqueness of Fremantle, as well as 
the vulnerability of some of our most cherished 
species—many of which have been identified as 
threatened, vulnerable and critically endangered.

“We’re showcasing Fremantle as a safe space 
for all our animals reclaiming the area and 
highlighting their fragile place in the urban 
world. Wild Freo is designed to encourage 
discovery and celebration.

Clockwise from the left: A shot of Habitats and 
Home (Yvonne Doherty); Habitats and Home on the 
Esplanade (Rebecca Riggs Bennett); Emily and Holly 
with a Leadbeater’s Possum; and a capture of Mullets 
at the Esplanade. 

“Street Arts Festival is based on mass crowds 
and the world’s best artists performing in our 
streets, and we hope to see this again in the 
future. For now, enjoy this different format 
bringing beautiful moments of connection in a 
safe and enjoyable way.” 

Visit streetartsfestival.com.au
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What’s On APRIL TO JUNE

Social Groups 
JOIN ANYTIME

PARKRUN 
South Beach Recreation Reserve
A free, fun, and friendly weekly 5km community 
event. Walk, jog, run, volunteer or spectate—it’s 
up to you! Starting adjacent to the playground, 
the course travels a short distance north on the 
grass of the reserve before heading south on the 
coastal path as an out and back. On the return leg, 
there are two additional sandy sections including 
out to Catherine Point and a beach section at 
South Beach itself before finishing back at  
the reserve. 
Every Sat | 8am | Free 
Register at parkrun.com.au/register
Fitness & Wellbeing 

LADIES NETBALL
Samson Recreation Centre 
Come down to Samson and enjoy our friendly 
netball competition. Bring a team or leave your 
name and we will do our best to find a team for 
you. All skill levels welcome.
Every Mon and Wed evening from 6.20pm  
Every Thurs morning from 9.15am (school term 
only & creche available)  
$56 per team/game (+ registration) 
Bookings required | Call 9432 9992
Fitness & Wellbeing 

SENIORS BADMINTON
Samson Recreation Centre 
For over 55s: Join this all-inclusive 
badminton class to get fit and connect 
with new people.  
Every Mon and Wed | 12.30–2.30pm  
$7.50 per session, $67.50 for 10 sessions 
Call 9432 9992
Fitness & Wellbeing Over 55s

HATHA YOGA
Samson Recreation Centre 
Hatha Yoga is the gentle practice of physical 
postures, breathing and meditation with the goal 
of bringing about a sound, healthy body and a 
clear, peaceful mind. All levels welcome. Perfect 
for seniors. No classes on public holidays. 
Every Mon 10–11am | $12.80 per session 
Call 9432 9992
Fitness & Wellbeing

FREO SOCIAL WALKERS
The Meeting Place
Join our jolly group for a gentle stroll 
through the iconic streets of Fremantle 
then partake in a beverage and a chat and one 
of our many local coffee shops. We also come 
together for fun lunches, cinema outings and 
celebrations.
Every Tue 5 Apr–28 Jun | 8–9.30am | Free
Fitness & Wellbeing Over 55s

KNITTING AND CROCHET CIRCLE
The Meeting Place
Join this passionate group of knitters and 
crocheters to make rugs for Kids in Wheelchairs 
Inc. Wool donations are always welcome. 
Every Tue 5 Apr–28 Jun | 9.30–11.30am | Free 
Bookings required
Arts & Creatives Life Skills

REMAKE 6160
The Meeting Place
Handcrafted boomerang bags and bunting are 
helping people make the switch to plastic free 
living. This volunteer-run sewing group connects 
those who are keen to be crafty while helping the 
environment.
Every Tue 5 Apr–28 Jun | 12–3pm | Free
Sustainability Life Skills

OVER 55s: 1-ON-1 TECH HELP
Fremantle Library, Lounge 
If you need help using your laptop, 
iPad or mobile phone, simply bring 
along your charged device and talk to one of our 
friendly volunteers who are around to assist you. 
Every Mon 2–4.30pm | Every Wed & Sat 9.30–11am 
Free 
Over 55s Life Skills

SAMSON INCLUSION PROGRAM
Samson Recreation Centre 
This program aims to assist and support 
individuals with a disability to access mainstream 
sport or recreation clubs in their local area and  
is supported and run by the Fremantle Table 
Tennis Club.  
Every Wed | 9.30–11.30am | $6 per session 
Call 0421 499 027 or 9432 9992
Fitness & Wellbeing Access & Inclusion

OVER 55s CARPET BOWLS
Fremantle Park Sport &  
Community Centre 
Enjoy playing bowls all year round on 
carpet inside the centre. Bring your own lunch;  
tea and coffee provided.
Every Wed | 11.30am–2.30pm | Free 
Over 55s Fitness & Wellbeing

PANCAKE BANTER
The Meeting Place
Join us for Fremantle’s longest-running pancake 
morning tea and meandering conversations 
about everything from dungeons and dragons 
to the latest Netflix shows and the trichloramine 
content in the local pool. Pancake Banter is 
often followed by obscure and outlandish board 
games. Please note that we are an inclusive event 
and expect respect and open-mindedness. Under 
18s must be accompanied.
Every Wed 6 Apr–29 Jun | 11am–12pm | Free
Access & Inclusion Life Skills Young People

I SPY QUILTS
The Meeting Place
Join this dedicated group of quilters to make 
warm and comforting quilts for children in  
foster care.
Fri fortnightly 1 Apr–24 Jun | 9am–12pm 
$13/quarter | Bookings required
Arts & Creatives Access & Inclusion

TIME OUT TO QUILT
The Meeting Place
Become a Cosy Quilter. Bring your quilting, 
sewing machine and fabric. This is a social group 
that is also open to those who enjoy sewing, 
embroidery, knitting or crochet. All abilities 
welcome. No session on 15 Apr (Good Friday).
Every Fri 1 Apr–24 Jun | 10am–12pm 
$17/quarter | Bookings required
Arts & Creatives Life Skills

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 
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Starting April

BOOK AT fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson or fremantle.eventbrite.com, or in person at Fremantle Library / The Meeting Place 
VIEW OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES Fremantle Arts Centre fac.org.au and Fremantle Leisure Centre fremantle.wa.gov.au/flc 
LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS AND SPORTING CLUBS Fremantle Community Directory fremantle.wa.gov.au/directory 

RHYME TIME
Fremantle Library
For ages 0–2: Come and learn new rhymes and 
songs in an interactive session your baby will 
love. Enjoy sharing books, meeting and talking 
with new friends.
Every Tue 26 Apr–28 Jun | 9.30–10am | Free
Kids Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion

LEGO CLUB
Fremantle PCYC
Afterschool kids LEGO club. Join in the fun of 
create, construct and challenges. Develop your 
minds with STEAM, problem solving and social 
skills. For all ages. Does not run during school 
holidays.
Every Tue 26 Apr–28 Jun | 3.30–4.30pm | Free 
Kids Access & Inclusion

BUSTER: WEDNESDAY
Fremantle Arts Centre
For ages 0–5: Free, multi-sensory, hands-on, active 
and child-centred program that offers creative 
and fun opportunities for families to learn and 
play together.
Every Wed 27 Apr–29 Jun | 9.30–11.30am | Free
Kids Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion

STORYTIME
Fremantle Library
For ages 2–5: Come and learn new stories, rhymes 
and songs in an interactive session your child will 
love. Enjoy reading books, meeting and talking 
with new friends.
Every Thu 28 Apr–30 Jun | 9.30–10.30am | Free
Kids Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion

KIDS SEWING CLUB
Fremantle PCYC
Basic introduction to hand sewing for kids to 
enjoy, within a small group. Come and try out 
your skills for easy-to-make projects. Max of 10 
per session. Does not run during school holidays.
Thu fortnightly 28 Apr–23 Jun | 3.15–4.15pm | Free 
Bookings required 
Email louised@fremantle.wa.gov.au 
Kids Life Skills Arts & Creatives

BUSTER: FRIDAY
Fremantle PCYC
For ages 0–5: Free, multi-sensory, hands-on, active 
and child-centred program that offers creative 
and fun opportunities for families to learn and 
play together.
Every Fri 29 Apr–1 Jul | 9.30–11.30am | Free
Kids Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion

SOUTH FREO BUB HUB
The Meeting Place
Families with children aged 0–5 years are 
welcome to share in discovery, fun and friendship! 
Kids enjoy toys, a sandpit, messy play, crafts, 
painting, books and singing; while parents and 
carers can enjoy a cuppa and share the journey of 
caring for small children. No session on 6 Jun.
Every Mon 2 May–27 Jun | 9.30–11.30am 
Two free trial days, $35 per term 
Email southfreobubhub@gmail.com
Kids Life Skills Access & Inclusion

GAMERS ENGAGE
Fremantle Library
Interested in the newest technology and great 
games? Fremantle Library has you covered! 
We showcase our gear each month, open 
to all. Includes consoles, 3D Printing, VR and 
LibraryCraft.
Tue 3 May & 7 Jun | 3.30–5.30pm | Free
Fitness & Wellbeing Access & Inclusion

BOOK BUG CLUB
Freo Toy Library
Reading is fun! Come and be a part of our junior 
book club. Select a book with your parent and 
take home an activity sheet. Reading at your own 
pace. For ages 4+
Freo Toy Library hours | Free
Kids Life Skills

BOOK WORM CLUB
Freo Toy Library
Reading is fun! Come and be a part of our junior 
book club. Select a book you like, take an activity 
sheet. Reading at your own pace. For ages 7+
Freo Toy Library hours | Free
Kids Life Skills

FREE FILM FRIDAYS 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre
Come down to the Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural 
Centre and join us for our free film days. These films 
are some of Australia’s best, from documentaries to 
fiction and non-fiction. Walkabout screens on 1 & 8 
Apr, Desert Tracks on 15 & 22 Apr and Jandamarra’s 
War is showing 29 Apr. 
Every Fri 1–29 Apr | 1–3pm 
Free | Bookings required 
Culture & Languages 

COME AND TRY FOR OVER 55s:  
CHAIR YOGA 
Fremantle Library,  
Yonga–Mardoo room
Enjoy the benefits of yoga in a gentle class 
accessible to anyone. Practice seated poses 
to help benefit your mobility, flexibility and 
relaxation, with the chair providing you more 
support. No class on 6 May. 
Every Fri, 1 Apr–27 May | 9.30–10.30am | Free 
Bookings required
Over 55s Fitness & Wellbeing

COME AND TRY FOR OVER 55s: 
GENTLE FLOW YOGA
Sullivan Hall
This gentle flow class will help you 
gain flexibility, balance and focus. The poses are 
modified to suit anyone. Please bring your own 
exercise mat, light blanket, pillow and water 
bottle. No classes on public holidays. 
Every Mon, 4 Apr–30 May | 6–7pm | Free 
Bookings required 
Over 55s Fitness & Wellbeing

MINDFULNESS MOVEMENT
Walyalup Koort Terrace
Chillax with Yogazeit in this free eight-week 
program filled with mindfulness, movement and 
meditation to help focus and calm your mind. 
Explore the benefits of strengthening, stretching 
and resting for better health and wellbeing. No 
experience required and BYO yoga mat. Suitable 
for ages 12–25. 
Every Tue, 5 Apr–24 May | 4–5pm | Free 
Young People Fitness & Wellbeing

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 
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FROM THU 
7 APR

Rising Drag Superstars: Youth Drag Program

FROM WED 
6 APR

LGBTQIA+ Parent Support Group

RISING DRAG SUPERSTARS:  
YOUTH DRAG PROGRAM
Fremantle Library, Yonga Mardoo room 
Are you ready to release your inner drag 
superstar? Would you like to learn the art of 
drag including makeup, dance, characterisation, 
costume design and performance? If so it’s 
time for you to discover your drag persona 
with Fremantle’s first ever drag program! Guest 
facilitators such as Justin Sider will be available 
to support you in expressing yourself through 
drag. This program runs over eight weeks and 
ends with your very own drag performance. 
Suitable for under 18s. For registration details, 
email fyn@fremantle.wa.gov.au
Every Thu, 7 Apr–26 May | 5–7pm | Free
Young People Arts & Creatives

WEAVING WITH SANDRA EGAN
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre
Join Nyoongar weaver Sandra Egan for afternoons 
of Aboriginal weaving. In this four-week course, 
you will create your own basket using natural  
and hand-dyed raffia while yarning about 
Aboriginal culture.
Every Thu 7–28 Apr | 11am–12pm 
$70/four weeks | Bookings required
Culture & Languages Arts & Creatives

FRENCH CONVERSATION
The Meeting Place
Suits intermediate level French speakers. 
Emphasis is on using practical everyday French 
with greater confidence, proficiency and 
expanding knowledge in all things French. No 
group on 15 Apr (Good Friday).
Fri fortnightly 8 Apr–17 Jun | 10–11.30am 
$13/quarter 
Bookings required before first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

SKATEBOARDING: BEGINNERS 
Esplanade Youth Plaza
Our beginner skateboarding clinics are for those 
seeking to build their confidence on a skateboard. 
You’ll learn the basics of skateboarding and some 
fun tricks too! Coaches from Freestyle Now will 
be there to push you to the next level whilst 
having fun. 
Sat 9 Apr | Ages 8–11 from 9–10am | Ages 12+ from 
10.30–11.30am | Free | Bookings required 
Kids Fitness & Wellbeing

SCHOOL OF PUPPETRY WORKSHOP: 
HAND PUPPETS
Fremantle PCYC
A popular workshop suited for kids aged 4–8 
years. Children will create their own puppet 
characters using a range of soft fabric materials. 
Sessions run for 90 minutes. Parental supervision 
and registrations essential.
Mon 11 Apr | 10–11.30am 
Thu 14 Apr | 10–11.30am 
Free | Bookings required 
Email louised@fremantle.wa.gov.au
Kids Arts & Creatives

SCHOOL OF PUPPETRY WORKSHOP: 
JUNK PUPPETS
Fremantle PCYC
Suitable for ages 9–14. Utilising recycled materials 
along with wire, glue, drills, saws, hammers 
and loads of imagination, children will create 
fantastical creature puppets from junk. Session 
runs for 90 mins. 
Mon 11 Apr | 12–1.30pm 
Thu 14 Apr | 12–1.30pm 
Free | Bookings required 
Email louised@fremantle.wa.gov.au
Kids Arts & Creatives

DJERAN ART CLASSES 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre
Create your own narrative painting on canvas, 
while learning traditional Aboriginal symbols and 
techniques, Facilitated by Whadjuk Artist  
Julianne Wade. 
Every Wed 6–27 Apr | 11am–12pm 
$20/per class | Bookings required 
Culture & Languages Arts & Creatives 

COME AND TRY FOR OVER 55s:  
CHAIR YOGA WITH WAYAN
Sullivan Hall
Enjoy the benefits of yoga in a gentle 
class accessible to anyone. Practice seated poses 
to help benefit your mobility, flexibility and 
relaxation, with the chair providing you  
more support.
Every Wed, 6 Apr–25 May | 9.30–10.30am | Free  
Bookings required 
Over 55s Fitness & Wellbeing

LGBTQIA+ PARENT SUPPORT GROUP 
The Meeting Place 
A safe space for parents of rainbow kids to share, 
learn and connect. This free, drop-in support 
session will take place on the first Wednesday of 
every month. If you have any questions, please 
email fremantlelbgt@gmail.com. 
Wed 6 Apr, 4 May & 1 Jun | 6–8pm | Free 
Access & Inclusion

LGBTQIA+ SAFE HAVEN
Fremantle Library, The Lab 
Seeking a safe space for LGBTQIA+ youth? We’ve 
got you sorted! The LGBTQIA+ Safe Haven is a 
space for rainbow youth to hang out with like-
minded individuals, explore common issues and 
concerns as well as chat over craft, board games, 
gaming consoles and more. Email fyn@fremantle.
wa.gov.au. Suitable for ages 12–25. 
Every Thu, starting 7 Apr | 3–5pm | Free 
Young People Access & Inclusion

OVER  
55s 
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FROM MON 
11 APR

FROM WED 
13 APR

School of Puppetry Workshop: Paper puppets Perth Parkour: Ages 8+

SCHOOL OF PUPPETRY WORKSHOP: 
PAPER PUPPETS
Fremantle PCYC
Suitable for ages 7–11. A simple puppet making 
experience that encourages children to explore 
how everyday materials like paper can be 
transformed into living, breathing puppets. 
Sessions runs for 90 minutes. Parental supervision 
and registrations essential.
Mon 11 Apr | 2.30–4pm 
Thu 14 Apr | 2.30–4pm 
Free | Bookings required 
Email louised@fremantle.wa.gov.au
Kids Arts & Creatives

MONDAY BOOK CLUB
The Meeting Place
Join this club of like-minded, book-loving 
individuals to discuss a different book each 
month. Pick-up and read the novel prior to the 
first session.
Mon 11 Apr, 16 May, 20 Jun | 1.30–3.30pm 
$10/quarter 
Bookings required before first session
Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion

BMX: BEGINNERS AGES 5+ 
Montreal Skatepark
At this workshop participants will learn the basic 
skills of BMX, personal safety and gain advice on 
some new tricks. Instructors from Freestyle Now 
allow participants to ride at their own level and 
are there to help with the progression in new 
skills and tricks.
Tue 12 Apr | 9–10am | Free | Bookings required 
Kids Fitness & Wellbeing

BMX: INTERMEDIATE
Montreal Skatepark
At this workshop participants will learn a range 
of new tricks and gain advice on how to upskill 
when riding. Instructors from Freestyle Now will 
be there to help you on your BMX ride.
Tue 12 Apr | Ages 5+ from 10.30–11.30am 
Tue 19 Apr | Ages 8–12 from 9–10am 
Ages 13–17 from 10.30–11.30am 
Free | Bookings required 
Kids Fitness & Wellbeing

EASTER COMMUNITY MARKETS
Fremantle PCYC
Join us at the easter Community Markets 
encouraging local artists and producers to display 
their wares and talents. Expect to find local arts, 
crafts and opportunities along with coffee and 
a range of food stalls. Meet your local Policing 
Team including dogs and horses. Check out some 
amazing musicians or enter a team in the 3-on-3 
Basketball Competition. Email fremantlepcyc@
wapcyc.com.au
Tue 12 Apr | 9am–1pm | Free 
Festivals & Events 

SKATEBOARDING: INTERMEDIATE 
Esplanade Youth Plaza
For intermediate level skateboarders who 
can already balance, kick and push. This free 
workshop will allow participants to further 
develop their skateboarding skills and learn to 
drop in. Coaches from Freestyle Now will be on 
site to go through some cool tricks too!
Wed 13 Apr | Ages 8–11 from 1–2pm | Ages 12+ 
from 2.30–3.30pm  
Free | Bookings required 
Kids Fitness & Wellbeing

YOUTH FEST 2022!
Esplanade Youth Plaza 
Join the Fremantle Youth Network in celebrating 
Youth Fest 2022! Take part in free scooter, parkour 
and circus workshops whilst listening to an 
unbeatable line up of youth performers. You’ll 
also be able to Pick-Up-A-Trick with our friends at 
Circus WA, receive free face painting and hang out 
with friends in the youth Chill Out Zone. Suitable 
for ages 12–25. 
Wed 13 Apr | 1–6pm | Free 
Young People Festivals & Events

PERTH PARKOUR: AGES 8+
Esplanade Youth Plaza
Parkour is the art of moving as smoothly as 
possible to overcome various obstacles. Learn 
how to vault, balance, roll and climb with expert 
trainers from Perth Parkour. There are four 
workshops being held over two days—book into 
your preferred day and time! 
Wed 13 Apr | 3–4.30pm & 4.30–6pm 
Thu 14 Apr | 2–3.30pm & 3.30–5pm  
Free | Bookings required 
Kids Fitness & Wellbeing 

SKATEBOARDING:  
WOMEN’S SKATE NIGHT
Esplanade Youth Plaza
This ladies-only clinic is a safe space for girls, 
mums, daughters and anyone identifying as 
female to come learn how to skateboard. 
Expert coaches from Freestyle Now will be 
there to help participants learn the basic skills 
of skateboarding—if you’re up for it, ask the 
instructors to teach you some fun and basic tricks 
too!
Thu 14 Apr | Ages 8–12 from 5–6pm 
Ages 12+ from 6.30–7.30pm 
Free | Bookings required 
Kids Fitness & Wellbeing

BOOK AT fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson or fremantle.eventbrite.com, or in person at Fremantle Library / The Meeting Place 
VIEW OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES Fremantle Arts Centre fac.org.au and Fremantle Leisure Centre fremantle.wa.gov.au/flc 
LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS AND SPORTING CLUBS Fremantle Community Directory fremantle.wa.gov.au/directory 
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WEDNESDAY BOOK CLUB
Fremantle Library
Join this club of like-minded, book-
loving individuals to discuss a different 
book each month. Pick-up and read the novel 
prior to the first session.
Wed 20 Apr, 18 May & 15 Jun | 2–3pm 
Free | Bookings required before first session
Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion Over 55s

SCOOTER: BEGINNERS
Esplanade Youth Plaza
These scooter beginner clinics are aimed at 
users of two-wheeled scooters. This clinic will 
assess a young person’s skill level, encourage 
good technique and cover the next progression 
of moves and skate park etiquette for users and 
parents. Helmets essential, bring your  
own scooter.
Wed 20 Apr 
Girls only ages 6+ from 9–10am 
Boys only ages 6+ from 10.30–11.30am 
Fri 22 Apr 
Girls and boys ages 6+ from 4–5pm
Free | Bookings required 
Kids Fitness & Wellbeing

SCOOTER: INTERMEDIATE 
Esplanade Youth Plaza
These scooter intermediate clinics are aimed for 
participants seeking to develop their scooter 
skills and learn some new tricks. This clinic will 
encourage the next progression of scooter moves 
and skate park etiquette for users and parents. 
Helmets essential, bring your own scooter. 
Suitable for ages 6+. 
Thu 21 Apr | 9–10am & 10.30–11.30am 
Fri 22 Apr | 5.30–6.30pm  
Free | Bookings required 
Kids Fitness & Wellbeing

FREO TOY LIBRARY  
WASTE HOLIDAY PROGRAM
Fremantle PCYC
Recycle Right’s waste education teach kids and 
adults the top five G.R.E.A.T. behaviours of gifting, 
recycling, earthcycling, avoiding, and taking, 
encouraging to avoid landfill and get waste in 
the right place. Come along to one of our two 
sessions, bookings essential as spaces are limited! 
Ages 5+.
Thu 21 Apr | 10am–12pm & 1–3pm | Free 
Bookings required 
Email louised@fremantle.wa.gov.au
Kids Sustainability Access & Inclusion

VOLUNTEERING POP UP SHOP 
Fremantle Library, Mardoo room 
Want to know how to step into volunteering? 
Where to start and what positions are available? 
Pop in for an informal chat with the City of 
Fremantle’s Volunteering Officer. 
Thu 14 Apr, Tue 17 May & Tue 21 Jun 
10am–12pm | Free
Life Skills Access & Inclusion

WILD FREO 
Fremantle surrounds 
This year’s 2022 Fremantle International Street 
Arts Festival brings us Wild Freo: an exhibition 
on animals and animal preservation that takes 
place across our urban space in Fremantle. Wild 
Freo is a multi-layered exhibition by a diverse 
collection of artists including theatre makers, 
puppeteers, sound designers and musicians who 
collaboratively created scenes that will engage 
audiences on many sensory levels—visual, 
sound, smell and touch to enhance each physical 
site and discovery. Workshops will be delivered 
in community spaces, in schools and with direct 
groups. Check out the festival’s program at 
streetartsfestival.com.au 
Fri 15–Mon 18 Apr | Various times | Free & ticketed 
Bookings required for some events/workshops 
Festivals & Events 

TUESDAY BOOK CLUB
Fremantle Library
Join this club of like-minded, book-
loving individuals to discuss a different 
book each month. Pick-up and read the novel 
prior to the first session.
Tue 19 Apr, 17 May & 21 Jun | 10.30am–12.30pm 
Free | Bookings required before first session
Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion Over 55s

ANZAC DAY 
Various locations around Fremantle 
Fremantle is a unique location to honour 
ANZAC Day as it was the last Australian 
experience many soldiers and sailors had 
before departing our shores to join the war 
effort overseas. Stay tuned to the City of 
Fremantle’s socials for updates on what a 
COVID-safe ANZAC Day in Fremantle will look 
like in 2022.  
Mon 25 Apr
Festivals & Events 

DEADLY MINDS MINDFULNESS 
MOVEMENT
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre
Are you seeking culturally relevant mindfulness 
and movement workshops that support your 
connection to country and self? Join Yogazeit 
for a unique six-week program fostering 
art, stretching, strengthening and relaxation 
techniques to support social and emotional 
wellbeing—one breath at a time. No experience 
required. Yoga mats will be provided to the first 
10 people upon arrival. Suitable for ages 12–25. 
Every Wed 27 Apr–1 Jun | 4–5pm | Free 
Young People Fitness & Wellbeing 

CODERDOJO FREO
Fremantle Library
For ages 7+: Young people who use code to 
develop apps, games and websites are invited to 
bring their own inspiration, ideas and knowledge 
into the Dojo. Develop your skills in Scratch and 
much more! Mentors are on-hand to help you 
learn new skills and solve problems.
Every Wed 27 Apr–29 Jun | 3.30–5pm 
Free | Bookings required before first session
Kids Access & Inclusion Arts & Creatives

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 
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Hatha Yoga

FROM MON 
2 MAY

Youth Fest 2022

WED 
13 APR

Starting May
GREEN WASTE VERGE COLLECTION
Fremantle, North Fremantle, White Gum Valley, 
O’Connor
Put on your gardening gloves, sharpen the 
pruning shears and get ready for the City of 
Fremantle’s green waste verge collection. Area 
A including Fremantle, North Fremantle, White 
Gum Valley and O'Connor starts Monday 2 May. 
Area B including South Fremantle, Beaconsfield, 
Hilton and Samson starts Monday 9 May. 
Acceptable green waste materials include tree 
trunks, branches and shrub prunings up to 1.5m 
in length and 30cm in diameter. A maximum of 
2m3 of green waste is permitted. Do not put your 
waste on the verge more than two days prior to 
scheduled collection date. 
Starting Mon 2 May 
Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/vergecollection 
Sustainability 

ITALIAN ELEMENTARY 2
The Meeting Place
Continue your journey through the Italian 
language with Elisa over eight weeks with this 
Level 2 beginners course. Appropriate for people 
who know a little Italian and have completed the 
Elementary Level 1 course. No class on 6 Jun.
Every Mon 2 May–27 Jun | 11am–12.30pm 
$99/eight weeks 
Bookings required before first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

HATHA YOGA
The Meeting Place
Relax and revive your being with Hatha Yoga. Let 
Wayan lead you through the calming stretches 
and movements that will help tone your body 
and open your mind and spirit. No class on 6 Jun.
Every Mon 2 May–27 Jun | 6–7pm 
$20 | Bookings required before first session 
Fitness & Wellbeing Life Skills

NYOONGAR LANGUAGE BEGINNERS
The Meeting Place
Keep our language alive with Nyoongar woman 
Sharon Gregory. Beginner classes are designed to 
offer an introduction to the Nyoongar language 
that is easy to follow and loads of fun. No class 
on 6 Jun.
Every Mon 2 May–27 Jun | 4.30–5.30pm 
$75/eight weeks 
Bookings required before first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

NYOONGAR LANGUAGE 
INTERMEDIATE
The Meeting Place
Do you have the basics of the Nyoongar language 
down and want to build upon your knowledge? 
Join us and grow your skills to the next level. 
Must have completed the beginners’ class. No 
class on 6 Jun.
Every Mon 2 May–27 Jun | 5.30–6.30pm 
$75/eight weeks 
Bookings required before first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

BOOK AT fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson or fremantle.eventbrite.com, or in person at Fremantle Library / The Meeting Place 
VIEW OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES Fremantle Arts Centre fac.org.au and Fremantle Leisure Centre fremantle.wa.gov.au/flc 
LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS AND SPORTING CLUBS Fremantle Community Directory fremantle.wa.gov.au/directory 

ITALIAN PRE-INTERMEDIATE 2
The Meeting Place
Italian is a beautiful and colourful language. Build 
on your conversation skills with Elisa in this 
eight-week Level 2 Pre-Intermediate course. Must 
have a practical knowledge of Italian or have 
completed Pre-Intermediate Level 1.
Every Wed 4 May–22 Jun | 11am–12.30pm 
$99/eight weeks 
Bookings required before first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

SPANISH LEVEL 1
The Meeting Place
Embark on a fun and adventurous eight-week 
journey into the lively Spanish language. Yvonne 
leads this playful, interactive class with an 
emphasis on conversation and complementary 
grammar. Students should bring notebooks, pens 
and a Spanish-English dictionary, if possible. 
Every Wed 4 May–22 Jun | 6–7.30pm 
$99/eight weeks 
Bookings required before first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

SAFE SPACE BY THE BOOKCASE
Fremantle Library, Yonga Mardoo room 
A safe place for youth to hang out after school 
with friends, chat over craft as well as play on the 
latest gaming consoles, board games and more. 
Email fyn@fremantle.wa.gov.au for more info. 
Suitable for ages 12–25. 
Every Wed, starting 4 May | 3–5pm | Free 
Young People Access & Inclusion
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EVERY 
WED

Green waste verge collection

FROM MON 
2 MAY

Walyalup Cultural Walk

FROM THU 
5 MAY

ABORIGINAL DOT PAINTING:  
PLATTER BOARDS  
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre
Come down to the Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural 
Centre and join us for some art classes where you 
will decorate your own platter using traditional 
Aboriginal designed dot painting. 
Every Wed 4–18 May | 11am–12pm 
$30/per class | Bookings required 
Culture & Languages Arts & Creatives

WALYALUP CULTURAL WALK 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre
Join Kaya, your Nyoongar guide, around the 
Walyalup precinct for an insightful journey into 
Fremantle's Aboriginal heritage. Experience 
acknowledgment to the land of the Whadjuk 
people which they have called home since the 
beginning of time.
Every Thu 5–19 May | 11am–12pm 
$20/per class | Bookings required 
Culture & Languages 

SPANISH LEVEL 2
The Meeting Place
Continue your journey with the Spanish language. 
Build skills and confidence over eight weeks 
of fun and laughter. Open to those that have 
mastered the basics or already have some basic 
knowledge of Spanish. 
Every Thu 5 May–23 Jun | 6–7.30pm 
$99/eight weeks 
Bookings required before first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

REVEALED EXHIBITION 
Fremantle Arts Centre
Revealed is an annual exhibition which provides 
an important platform for emerging WA Aboriginal 
artists to connect with new audiences. Come 
along and be immersed in Aboriginal culture and 
art and support the next generation of artists. 
Revealed 2022 will showcase artworks across 
painting, installation, textiles, photography, print 
media, video, jewellery, carving and sculpture. 
Hosting over 100 talented emerging Aboriginal 
artists, the galleries will brim with contemporary 
work, fresh from the studios of WA’s Aboriginal Art 
Centres and independent artists. 
Opening night | Fri 6 May | 6.30pm 
Exhibition | Sat 7 May–Sun 24 Jul | 10am–5pm  
Free 
Festivals & Events Arts & Creatives  
Culture & Languages

WEAVING WITH SANDRA EGAN
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre
Join Nyoongar weaver Sandra Egan for afternoons 
of Aboriginal weaving. In this four-week course, 
you will create your own basket using natural  
and hand-dyed raffia while yarning about 
Aboriginal culture.
Every Fri 6–27 May | 11am–12pm 
$70/four weeks | Bookings required
Arts & Creatives Culture & Languages

GREEN WASTE VERGE COLLECTION
South Fremantle, Beaconsfield, Hilton, Samson
Put on your gardening gloves, sharpen the 
pruning shears and get ready for the City of 
Fremantle’s green waste verge collection. Area B 
including South Fremantle, Beaconsfield, Hilton 
and Samson starts Monday 9 May. Acceptable 
green waste materials include tree trunks, 
branches and shrub prunings up to 1.5m in 
length and 30cm in diameter. A maximum of 
2m3 of green waste is permitted. Do not put your 
waste on the verge more than two days prior to 
scheduled collection date. 
Starting Mon 9 May 
Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/vergecollection 
Sustainability 

VOLUNTEERING POP UP SHOP 
Fremantle Library, Mardoo room 
Want to know how to step into volunteering? 
Where to start and what positions are available? 
Pop in for an informal chat with the City of 
Fremantle’s Volunteering Officer. 
Tue 17 May & Tue 21 Jun | 10am–12pm | Free
Life Skills Access & Inclusion

AUSTRALIA’S BIGGEST MORNING TEA
Walyalup Civic Centre, Moodjar room, Level 1 
The community are invited to enjoy a delicious 
morning tea, donated by City of Fremantle staff, 
to raise awareness and much-needed funds for 
people impacted by cancer. 
Thu 19 May | 10–11am | Donation at the door
Festivals & Events
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EVERY 
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Revealed Exhibition. Img cr. Pixel Poetry, Revealed Exhibition 2021 Installation View Main Gallery

FROM FRI 
6 MAY

Starting June

BOOK AT fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson or fremantle.eventbrite.com, or in person at Fremantle Library / The Meeting Place 
VIEW OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES Fremantle Arts Centre fac.org.au and Fremantle Leisure Centre fremantle.wa.gov.au/flc 
LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS AND SPORTING CLUBS Fremantle Community Directory fremantle.wa.gov.au/directory 

VOLUNTEERING POP UP SHOP 
Fremantle Library, Mardoo room 
Want to know how to step into volunteering? 
Where to start and what positions are available? 
Pop in for an informal chat with the City of 
Fremantle’s Volunteering Officer. 
Tue 21 Jun | 10am–12pm | Free
Life Skills Access & Inclusion

OVER 55s:  
FOOD SENSATIONS®  
FOR ADULTS
Walyalup Civic Centre:  
Town Hall, atrium & supper room
Join us for this four-session nutrition and cooking 
program that is hands-on, fun and provides a 
safe environment to try new recipes and skills. 
Be inspired to eat well as Food Sensations® for 
Adults will assist you to improve knowledge, 
attitudes, and skills around selecting and 
preparing healthy food. The program covers 
a range of topics including the importance 
of cooking healthy and nutritious food, food 
budgeting, reading labels, food preparation and 
cooking skills. Please make note of any dietary 
requirements when booking.
Fri May 20, May 27, Jun 3 & Jun 10 
9.30am–12pm  
Free | Bookings required 
Over 55s Life Skills

RECONCILIATION WEEK: ABORIGINAL 
DOT PAINTING PLATTER BOARDS 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre
During Reconciliation Week, join us for a special 
free art class where you’ll decorate your own 
platter using traditional Aboriginal designed  
dot painting. 
Wed 25 May | 11am–12pm | Free 
Bookings required
Arts & Creatives Culture & Languages

RECONCILIATION WEEK:  
CULTURAL AWARENESS TRAINING 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre
Join Kaya and learn about the history of the 
world’s oldest living cultures. Here you will also 
discover and understand how dispossession and 
colonisation continues to have a lingering impact 
on Aboriginal people. 
Thu 26 May | 11am–12pm | Free 
Bookings required
Culture & Languages

REVEALED WA ABORIGINAL  
ART MARKET 
Online 
Revealed is the only event where you can buy 
artworks from across Western Australia’s remote 
and regional Aboriginal Art Centres as well as 
by independent Aboriginal artists, all via one 
website. View and purchase artworks across 
a huge range of mediums, with items for sale 
including paintings, textiles, carved artefacts, 
homewares, prints, clothing, ceramics, jewellery 
and more. Works start from as little as $50 and 
100 per cent of profits from all Revealed Art 
Market sales return to the artists and art centres.
Fri 27 May–Sun 29 May 
Visit revealed.net.au
Festivals & Events Arts & Creatives 
Culture & Languages

BARK IN THE PARK FREO 
South Fremantle Dog Beach 
An event to celebrate dogs, connect owners 
with their fur babies and friends, and raise 
funds and find homes for shelter dogs. 
Everyone’s welcome to this fun day out!  
Sun 20 Mar | 8am–12pm | Free
Festivals & Events 

#SEATOSOURCE  
NATIONAL DAY OF ACTION 
COMMUNITY CLEAN-UP 
Leighton Beach 
Education stalls, activities and workshops 
about marine debris, plastic pollution 
and waste management for the whole 
community. 
Sat 23 Apr | 8am–12pm | Free 
Festivals & Events Sustainability 

WA DRAGON BOAT FESTIVAL 
Fremantle Fishing Boat Harbour
A spectacular celebration led by Dragon 
Boating WA in an atmosphere of pageantry 
and colour, high octane energy and centuries-
old Chinese culture and tradition. Come 
down and enjoy the match races. The beating 
of the boat drums, the clash of gongs, and 
the cheers of the spectators will ensure an 
unforgettable experience!
Sun 27 Mar | 10am–6pm | Free
Festivals & Events Culture & Languages

Don’t miss these City of 
Fremantle sponsored events! 
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The Fremantle Arts Centre is a beloved and 
celebrated institution within the community. 
However, we shouldn’t forget that its history 
is not so pretty. 
Today people know it for: the beautiful echoes of music bouncing 
around the limestone walls on balmy summer Sunday nights that can be 
pleasantly heard throughout the city; a courtyard that provides mottled 
shade to picnic rugs and parents with their babies and preschool-aged kids 
enjoying coffees and snacks; and the art courses and exhibitions that are a 
constant delight for all ages throughout the year. 

If we go back to the beginning, the Gothic revival style building 
constructed by convicts over four years starting in 1861 was a purpose-
built institution named Fremantle Lunatic Asylum. 

It was for mentally ill convicts and settlers who were often individuals 
that the colonial authorities deemed to be simply uncooperative or 
problematic. 

Once entering the 1.8m tall guarded walls, prisoners (as they were called) 
often remained there anywhere between 20–40 years or until their death. 

Their heads were shaved, and they were housed in cells 2.7m by 2.3m with 
separate quarters for men away from the women and children. 

The documented abuse and neglect experienced by inmates is harrowing 
and an important reminder of the need to treat all people with respect 
and compassion, but particularly those that are vulnerable. 

The asylum eventually became regarded as unsuitable due to 
overcrowding and the inability to separate violent patients from docile 
ones, however its conversion to a Women’s Home in 1909 did not do 
much to change the treatment of its detainees.

The Women’s Home housed predominantly poverty-stricken women 
abandoned by their families for ‘socially deviant’ behaviours—there were 
many state ward girls and women imprisoned for prostitution, promiscuity 
and suffering from debilitating and untreated venereal diseases; elderly 
women; and unmarried women. The Home continued to operate with 
little improvement until 1942.

Between 1942 and 1973 the building was a WWII Navy Submarine Depot 
and then a technical college. 

Since 1973 it has been known as the Fremantle Arts Centre—an institution 
that champions art, literature, and history. 

While the centre celebrates the life-affirming joy of art and music (its 
recent exhibition Hundreds and Thousands that ended in January 
provided colour saturated immersive artwork for children), it has also 
taken inspiration from its history, for example the Lost and Found 
company performing Medee in 2015. 

The opera, by Darius and Madeleine Milhaud and based on Euripides’ 
Medea from Greek mythology, explores a woman’s psychology in a 
dysfunctional family dynamic who makes the confronting decision to 
kill her two sons after being abandoned by her husband. The choice to 
perform the opera within this Fremantle building was very deliberate.

One can only hope that the ghosts haunting the limestone structure 
today can take some solace in the unfettered cultural expression of the 
Fremantle Arts Centre, particularly when its art provides a voice to those 
who have been similarly marginalised and cruelly mistreated. 

However, it’s also worth saying that the eerie feeling that does often 
overcome its visitors could be the past inviting us to reflect on the current 
plight of the marginalised in Australia. 

Asylum seekers indefinitely detained on our shores, the abuse of 
teenagers in juvenile detention centres and the growing rate of 
homelessness for elderly women and victims of domestic abuse are 
sobering stories we hear in the news that are not a far cry from the dark 
history of the Fremantle Arts Centre.

Learn more about Fremantle’s past at the Fremantle History Centre. Its 
collection includes books, photos, biographical files, newspapers, council 
minutes and agendas, publications, maps and plans. 

Email lhc@fremantle.wa.gov.au

Step back in time
THE DARK HISTORY OF 
FREMANTLE ARTS CENTRE 

Left to right: Fremantle Lunatic Asylum in 1897; inmates of the Women’s Home 
circa 1924; and Fremantle Arts Centre as it’s known today. 

// OUR RICH HISTORY
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