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STEP BACK IN TIME
Freo Library is celebrating its 70th birthday.
We go back through the archives to see how
it all began.

A quick word...
Welcome to the spring edition of FRE-OH! We have had
a fantastic response to our new-look magazine which
celebrates life in our great city and are grateful for the
feedback from our community. This edition looks at key
upcoming events and attractions, including the muchanticipated Fremantle Biennale, as well as detailing some
of the work being done to revitalise the city. We also hear
from some favourite locals about what they love about
Freo. Feel free to send us your own reasons, and I hope
you enjoy the read.
Mayor Brad Pettitt
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BRING ON THE
Freo will play host to artists
across the globe this November
for a unique three-week-long art
festival coming to town.

CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE

biennale

Fremantle Biennale will feature a jampacked program of site-responsive shows at
iconic Freo locations. Among the highlights
is the magical light show ‘Waterlicht’ set to
transform Esplanade Park, while ‘South Mole
Resort’ offers a quirky overnight stay all in the
name of art. The City of Fremantle is a proud
principal partner of the Biennale. We spoke
to some of the artists to hear what they love
about our port city and what to expect at
their shows.

KELSEY ASHE

BROOKE LEEDER

‘PEARLS & BLACKBIRDS’

‘RADAR’

What are your Freo loves? I love Fremantle’s
historic presence; the intact colonial buildings
and maritime history inspire me daily. Gothic
narratives come to mind as you walk Freo’s
streets and I imagine the characters that
walked here before me. Layered upon this is a
thriving and progressive contemporary art and
cultural life and the best beaches in the world.

What do you enjoy about Freo? I love being
near the water, the river and the coast of
course, I love that it’s a walkable city, a city
focused on sustainability, inclusion and I love
the skate park in Esplanade Park.

Tell us a bit about your show: The film ‘Pearls
and Blackbirds’, filmed partially underwater,
imagines WA’s early pearling industry through
contemplation of the lives and stories of
female Aboriginal pearl divers and Japanese
migrants that traversed through the port of
Fremantle and Northern WA in the late 19th
century. It is a thrilling audio-visual poem,
where sound and vision bring life to hidden
heritage and contemplation of place.

What can people expect to see at ‘Radar’?
A huge light, space and sound activation of the
B Shed—like nothing before. I like to present
dance in unconventional spaces, and this is
my biggest one to date. My set and backdrop
are already there—the working harbour and
port, both the audience and I won’t know what
may float past as the performance is going on,
anything could happen.

JESSEE LEE JOHNS

‘SOUTH MOLE RESORT’

TOM MÙLLER

FREMANTLE BIENNALE
ARTISTIC DIRECTOR AND
CO-FOUNDER
What can people see at Fremantle
Biennale? Expect artistic interpretations and
responses to iconic and key Fremantle sites,
places and histories. Light and sound based
installations, performances, films, progressive
theatre and so many other creative insights
into the place we call home.
What draws you here? I particularly enjoy
the village like vibe of Freo. Having grown
up in a Swiss village on the French border
I enjoy that almost everyone knows one
another with a very strong sense
of community.

BENNETT MILLER

‘BEHAVIOURAL ECOLOGIES’

Hometown highlight? My favourite thing
about Freo is the proximity to the working
port. Within that my favourite thing is when a
big ship arrives and as it moves past the West
End for a few moments it becomes the tallest
building in town.
Can you reveal what your show is about? It’s
a surprise—but it will happen all around you in
lots of places that are important to Fremantle
and to the people that live here.

What’s your favourite place in Freo? The
recycling centre, I love the recycling centre. It
is just a recycling centre, and not a full blown
tip, so you don’t get the acrid smell of hot
garbage on a warm day, but it’s pretty great
nonetheless.
What is the ‘South Mole Resort’ show about?
The South Mole Resort will be operating for
the duration of the biennale, built on a plot of
land temporarily ceded to the Commonwealth
of New Bayswater. The citizens of New
Bayswater will construct a ‘luxury’ beach
resort on the nation’s east coast, and with
its proximity to Australia it’s going to be the
cheapest international getaway available to the
residents of Perth. Come and check it out.

Fremantle Biennale runs from November 1–24. See the full program of events, times and locations at fremantlebiennale.com.au
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CITY DELIVERS SERVICES AND SUPPORT

20 LIVES, 20 HOMES
The City of Fremantle has joined a
partnership between state and local
government, the private sector and
community service providers to address
rough sleeping in Fremantle.
The 20 Lives 20 Homes initiative will deliver
housing and wrap-around support to some
of the most disadvantaged and vulnerable
people in Fremantle.
The two-year program will be coordinated
by Ruah Community Services in conjunction
with St Patrick’s Community Support Centre,
Fremantle Foundation and the City of
Fremantle.
Sirona Capital has driven private sector
support for the program, raising almost $1
million from benefactors with strong
Freo connections.
The state government is contributing a further
$395,000 over two years, while the City of
Fremantle has committed $40,000 this year
with a further $40,000 proposed for next year.

VISIT US

Customer service opening hours
8am–5pm (Monday to Friday)

ADDRESS

Fremantle Oval, 70 Parry Street, Fremantle

POSTAL

PO Box 807, Fremantle, WA 6959

PHONE

1300 MY FREO (1300 693 736)
130 360 666 (Community Safety/Rangers)

EMAIL info@fremantle.wa.gov.au
WEBSITE fremantle.wa.gov.au
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DON’T LET
BALLOONS GO!
Helping save marine life from the potentially
lethal risk of plastic debris is the key to a
ban on the release of gas-filled balloons in
Fremantle.
Earlier this year, Fremantle Council made
a determination to prohibit the release of
gas-filled balloons from all local government
property in the City of Fremantle in an effort
to reduce waste and protect the environment.
When balloons are released they burst
high in the atmosphere and cause jellyfishshaped pieces of debris which often end up
in our oceans. Sea turtles and other marine
creatures can mistake these brightly coloured
objects as food.
The ban on the release of gas-filled
balloons builds on the success of the City’s
Sustainable Events Policy introduced last
year, which prohibits the use of balloons,
single-use plastics, polystyrene and styrofoam
at all City-run events.

NRS-FRIENDLY

Hearing or speech impaired?
Call via the National Relay Service on
133 677

COVER

Fremantle singer songwriter Carla Geneve
is making her mark on Australia’s indie-folk
music scene. One to watch in 2020.
Cover img cr. Robert Frith, Acorn Photography

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF
PEOPLE AND COUNTRY

The City of Fremantle acknowledges the
Whadjuk people as the traditional owners
of the greater Fremantle/Walyalup area and
we recognise that their cultural and heritage
beliefs are still important today.

BUDGET 2019–20
The City of Fremantle is honouring its
commitment to keep rates low while also
delivering the once-in-a-generation Kings
Square Renewal project to inject new life into
Fremantle’s civic heart.
The 2019–20 annual budget included an
average general rate increase of 1.8 per
cent, which aligns with the WALGA Local
Government Cost Index.
The 1.8 per cent increase is the second
lowest rate increase since 2000, and the
three smallest rate increases over the past
20 years have been delivered in the past
three budgets.
The 2019–20 budget features continued
investment in the Kings Square Renewal
project, which includes the City of Fremantle’s
new civic centre and library and upgrades to
the public spaces around the square.
Other highlights include construction of
the Fremantle Park Sports and Community
Centre and the roll-out of the new three-bin
Food Organic Garden Organic (FOGO) waste
management system.

CONNECT WITH YOUR CITY
facebook.com/cityoffremantle
instagram.com/cityoffremantle
twitter.com/cityoffremantle
youtube.com/cityoffremantle
linkedin.com/company/city-of-fremantle
You can also read FRE-OH! online at
fremantle.wa.gov.au/freoh
Alternate formats available upon request

// PROFILE
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FREO ROCKER

ON THE WAY UP

From taking out the overall grand prize for the WAM Song
of the Year for her debut single Greg’s Discount Chemist
to wrapping up her first US tour supporting fellow Freo
musos San Cisco; it’s fair to say singer songwriter Carla
Geneve has had an epic 2019 so far.
Born and raised in Albany but now calling Freo home, 20-year-old Carla
has received overwhelming support for her debut self-titled EP and
has been described by many in the industry as ‘one of Australia’s most
promising artists’.
“It’s pretty hectic hearing that, especially as there are so many amazing
artists out there,” Carla said.
Carla knew she wanted to be a musician from the age of 13, and grew up
listening to the likes of Neil Young and The Drones who have influenced
her own sound, which she describes as folk grunge.
“Let’s call it folky lyrics with a rock tone, it changes every couple of
months, but let’s go with that,” Carla said. Not one to take herself too
seriously, she adds with a laugh: “It sounds a bit pretentious, doesn’t it.”
Soon after finishing high school, Carla packed her bags and was off to
pursue her music. She hit the ground running, snatching gigs all over
Fremantle, Perth and regional WA.
She’s since made her mark on the folk and alternative rock scene, racking
up numerous industry awards, touring nationally and headlining events
like City of Fremantle’s Future Treasures during the recent 10 Nights in
Port festival.
If the past 12 months are anything to go by, there’s no stopping Carla as
she continues touring and writing and recording her first album.
While her breakthrough single’s cover artwork namechecks a well-known
Freo business, watch this space for more local references in her lyrics.
“I like to take inspiration from the normal stuff that happens to me and
what I do in my day,” Carla said.
“It might sound mundane but it’s nice to try and make that into a song
and turn it into something special, something everyone can relate to.”
See Carla live on Saturday 28 September at the Astor Theatre, as she
supports indie rockers Holy Holy on their Australian tour.

WE ASK CARLA...
Favourite places to visit in Freo?
The Attic cafe, WA Maritime Museum
and Mojo’s Bar!

Img cr. Robert Frith, Acorn Photography
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Oldiesare
golden

// BEST IN BUSINESS

We’re celebrating some of Fremantle’s longestrunning business icons as voted by you. From family
ties to pursuits of passion, these are the stories
behind some of the city’s oldest, most-loved retail
and restaurant gems.

MILLS RECORDS
22 ADELAIDE STREET, FREMANTLE
Opening in 1945, Mills Records has stood the test of time.
Known as an institution in the music world, it’s not surprising many
famous faces have walked through those poster-laden doors.
San Cisco lead singer Scarlett Stevens and Jebediah lead guitarist
Chris Daymond—to name just two—got their start in the industry
behind the counter at Mills.
The still-thriving record store attracts visitors on a global scale too,
with Noel Gallagher from Oasis and Jack Johnson among the many
well-known artists spotted browsing the racks.
On Friday evenings, the store transforms into a live music venue,
with intimate gigs and DJs attracting people in droves.

CAPRI RESTAURANT

OLD SHANGHAI

21 SOUTH TERRACE, FREMANTLE

4/6 HENDERSON STREET, FREMANTLE

A lot has changed in Fremantle since the 1950s, but one constant
during that time is Capri.

Formerly known as Up Market or ‘Uppies’, Old Shanghai is a local hot
spot for Asian cuisine.

A visit to this iconic Cappuccino Strip restaurant feels like stepping
back in time, with an interior that has barely changed and generous
servings that warm the soul.

Open Wednesdays to Sundays, the food market sees Henderson Mall
come alive with hungry visitors and locals in the know.

The rich heritage has created what Capri is today, now in its fourth
generation of operation by the Pizzale family.
Great hospitality is at the heart of this establishment, with
complimentary bread and soup of the day served with any main meal.
Local musos from bands like San Cisco and Eskimo Joe are regularly
spotted enjoying the Capri experience, while a visit from then
Australian Prime Minister Gough Whitlam was marked by getting his
signature on a dinner plate.
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Nine food vendors make up the space, offering a choice of
Singaporean, Thai, Indonesian, Japanese, Chinese, Malaysian
or Neapolitan.
You can also grab an international beer from Bar Shanghai to enjoy on
the side, while a trip to the food court isn’t complete without a dessert
or hot beverage from Shanghai Sweets.
It’s the perfect place to sit on a sunny weekend afternoon and watch
the market crowds pass by, enjoy the buskers and get a great feel for
Freo at its liveliest.

// BEST IN BUSINESS
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BODKIN’S BOOTERY

ROMA CUCINA

72 HIGH STREET, FREMANTLE

9 HIGH STREET, FREMANTLE

The late, great Bon Scott is just of the many famous people whose
feet found their fit at Bodkin’s Bootery.

Roma Cucina is the product of 65 years of history in the making,
spanning two generations.

In an era where so much fashion is convenient and disposable, this
shop with its heady scent of leather and famed attention to detail is
an institution in Fremantle’s West End.

Family ties connect it to former local favourite Roma Restaurant,
which opened in Freo’s West End in 1954.

Bodkin’s was first established in 1969 and today continues to attract
customers seeking quality made shoes, accessories and repairs.
The charming building was constructed in the late 1800s as a shoe
store with some of the original shelving remaining today.
Of course, the knick knacks that make it such an interesting place to
visit wouldn’t be enough if the shoes weren’t made to last.
In the words of one happy customer: “These aren’t the kind of fashion
shoes you have for a year then throw out, these shoes are made to
outlive you.”

CULLEY’S TEA ROOMS

David Bowie and former Australian Prime Minister Bob Hawke were
among those to have dined at the restaurant during its heyday.
Frank and Nella Abrugiato were the original owners, serving up
classic Italian cuisine before closing up shop in 2006. Ten years later,
daughter Lucy Abrugiato-Dunn and husband Terry Dunn returned to
that same spot in the West End to open Roma Cucina.
The ‘new’ Roma offers the same signature flavours that saw the
original become such a hotspot, with some fresh additions.
Homemade gnocchi is a firm favourite. Just make sure you save room
for dessert.

GINO’S CAFÉ & TRATTORIA

116 HIGH STREET, FREMANTLE

1 SOUTH TERRACE, FREMANTLE

Dubbed the oldest café in Fremantle, Culley’s Tea Rooms first opened
in 1925. Fast forward more than 90 years later and Culley’s has
cemented itself as a local icon.

Gino’s was born out of a simple passion to bring good coffee to Freo.

The idea for the café started on a train in the roaring 20s after Edward
and Alice Culley met the owner of Abbott’s confectionary and secured
a deal to buy his space in the Atwell Arcade.
The old-style saloon, checkered floors and antique fans were the
setting for generations of family gatherings until a recent refurb
brought this café into the modern day.
From classic milkshakes to banana splits and sundaes, there is plenty
to please a sweet tooth here.

The iconic café along the Cappuccino Strip operated as a clothing
store until owner Gino Saccone became fed up with the poor quality of
coffee in town.
After a trip to Italy, Gino returned, closed his clothes store and opened
in 1983 what is now known as Gino’s Café & Trattoria.
Today, seeing people enjoying Gino’s signature coffee and authentic
Italian cuisine is a common sight along the famous Cappuccino Strip.
An exterior wall of the much-loved café forms the canvas for one of
Freo’s famous murals, Horatio’s Wall.

Got a place you love? Drop us a line at info@fremantle.wa.gov.au and tell us what business in the City of Fremantle is your most favourite and why.
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// KINGS SQUARE RENEWAL PROJECT

HEART STARTER:

CITY CENTRE REVITALISED

The heart of Fremantle is changing before our eyes. With the finishing touches being put
on Sirona Capital’s redevelopment of the former Myer and Queensgate buildings and
construction of the City of Fremantle’s new civic centre and library well underway, the
transformation of Kings Square is taking shape.

The Kings Square renewal project—a partnership between the City of
Fremantle and Sirona Capital—is the largest public-private venture
ever undertaken in Fremantle.

“Certainly what I’m seeing currently is we have generated an
extraordinary amount of interest from retailers and other occupiers
wanting to locate in Fremantle.”

It includes Sirona’s project to create offices for 1600 state
government employees and the revolutionary FOMO food, retail and
art concept, as well as the construction of the City of Fremantle’s new
civic and library building and the rejuvenation of the public spaces
that surround the site.

A key piece of the Kings Square puzzle is the City of Fremantle’s new
civic building and library.

When completed, more than 2000 people will be working in Kings
Square, with an estimated $358 million injected into the
local economy.
Sirona Capital Managing Director Matthew McNeilly said FOMO would
be unlike anything seen in WA before.
“Fremantle is unique, it’s authentic, you can’t replicate it and it’s
unique even in an Australian context,” he said.
“Sirona Capital has strived to make FOMO equally so. It’s a game
changer for the Perth retail landscape. We’ve thrown out the rule book
to create something you will not find anywhere else.”
FOMO will be an open and borderless retail, food and dining
destination that will bring the heart of Fremantle back to life.
Designed by HDR, the architectural intent behind the retail design and
its five distinct precincts was to invite dialogue with the surrounding
places and spaces of Fremantle.
Newman Court, opposite the new civic building, marks a meandering
path of discovery through family food concepts before morphing into
homewares, apparel and the handmade.
The double-storey Emporium will be the centrepiece, where FOMO
becomes a cool container for an eclectic mix of organic and freeflowing retail concepts with a borderless experience.
Street Alley will connect William and Queen streets, featuring an urban
hawker laneway atmosphere, while Tidal Lane will be a pocket park in
the city that acts as a dynamic space for impermanent
pop-ups, markets and performers. The Daily will provide engaging and
unique every day convenience and become that ‘go-to spot’ for
day-to-day needs.
Matthew said Kings Square was a true urban renewal project.
“The whole motivation for the Kings Square Renewal was for it to act
as a transformational project and as a catalyst for further investment
and development.
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Designed by internationally renowned Kerry Hill Architects, who also
designed Perth icons like the State Theatre Centre and City of Perth
Library, the City’s new home will include more commercial office space
along with retail and food and beverage outlets.
And as Fremantle Mayor Brad Pettitt is quick to point out, it will also
be one of the most energy efficient buildings of its size in Australia.
“The new civic and library building will have a sophisticated automated
opening façade system designed to capture Fremantle’s famous sea
breezes and enable natural ventilation,” he said.
“It will showcase a range of sustainability features like a huge solar PV
system, energy-efficient LED lighting and water saving appliances.
“The new building will also be a place not just for the council but for
the whole community.
“There will be a stunning modern library, fully accessible toilets and
change facilities, a state-of-the-art information and customer service
centre, a wide range of community meeting rooms and gallery and
exhibition spaces integrated with the Town Hall.
“But most importantly, it will bring people back to the heart of
Fremantle.
“Not only will it make Kings Square a safer, more attractive and
vibrant space, it will also better enable Fremantle to thrive as a seven
day a week economy.
“We are already seeing the catalytic effect the Kings Square project
is having in Fremantle’s city centre, with proposals to develop new
residential apartments, commercial spaces, hotels, and hospitality
venues.

“It’s a genuinely transformational project,
which will breathe new life into Fremantle’s
civic heart and be enjoyed by generations
to come.”
It is the culmination of years of planning designed specifically to bring
out the best in Freo.

// KINGS SQUARE RENEWAL PROJECT
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Top: Mayor Brad Pettitt and Sirona Capital Managing Director Matthew
McNeilly admire the view from the redeveloped Myer building.
Above: Artist impressions of the City of Fremantle’s new civic centre
and library, under construction in Kings Square.
Right: The FOMO building taking shape.
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// FREO GOES FOGO

BIN ROLL OUT GETS
A HELPING HAND
The City’s first ever Waste Education Officer Conor Macgill (pictured)
is helping residents transition to the new FOGO (Food Organic Garden
Organic) system that is currently rolling out across the City.
The star of the new three-bin system, the green-lidded FOGO bin, will
collect food scraps and garden waste on a weekly basis which will be
turned into high-quality compost to help nourish our dry WA soil.
“What’s great about the FOGO system is that it’s really easy to use,”
Conor says. “You just pop in any food or garden waste in the bin,
wheel the bin out on bin day and the rest is done for you.
“You can do your part for the environment with minimal effort.”
The FOGO bin can also be used as an extension of home composting
for items that can’t be put into home composting systems such as
bones, dairy and other food.
The roll out of the bins will take until mid-October to complete. A bin
audit and education program will commence shortly after, with City
staff visiting local homes to help guide residents with their
waste sorting.
The audit will take place over six weeks and all three bins will be
inspected by the City’s Waste Education team. As part of the audit, the
Waste team will have a quick look in each bin to see whether there is
any contamination and will leave a tag on the bin to indicate whether
there is any room for improvement.
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“Our goal is to produce high-quality compost from the food and garden
waste our residents collect in their FOGO bins,” Conor says. “Minimal
contamination will give us high quality compost and we would like to
see that compost back on City parks and reserves.”

“The system is new so there will be a bit of
novelty at the start; our aim is to turn this
novelty into a habit.”
Results from the City of Melville FOGO roll out have been outstanding,
however, there are some common mistakes people do make with their
FOGO bin, by including non-compostable packaging, such as lettuce in
bags, as well as plant pots, retic hoses, treated wood and treated timber.
The City’s Waste team is here to help support residents as they learn
the new system. Information is available on the City’s website and
information sessions will be held to explain how FOGO can be used.
“It’s not something we just set and forget, we want to hear the
feedback to find out what’s not working and what kind of help
residents need to improve their waste separation,” Conor said.
To find out more about FOGO, visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/fogo

// FREO GOES FOGO
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AT HOME WITH FOGO

Beaconsfield Ward Councillor Hannah Fitzhardinge and
her daughter Edie are excited to receive their new three bin
FOGO system.
Hannah says that whilst a lot of their household scraps go to feeding their
chicken and maintaining their worm farm, items such as garden scraps, tissues,
and any excess food that can't go into the worm farm can be broken down into
compost and used in a really productive way.
Nine-year-old Edie is no stranger to sorting the kitchen food waste.
Here’s her tips:

WHAT CAN YOU PUT INTO YOUR COMPOST BIN?
You can put in banana peels and other fruit, capsicum—because I hate it—snotty
tissues, litter from cats or dogs, you can put in tea bags, uneaten dinner and
hair from hairbrushes.

WHY IS FOGO GOOD TO USE?
The FOGO bin is a great place for putting food scraps because it turns it into
compost instead of waste.

WHY NOT SEND FOOD ORGANICS TO LANDFILL?
Beaconsfield Ward Councillor Hannah Fitzhardinge
and daughter Edie.

The reason we don't put food waste in landfill is because they don't break down
properly and it then produces methane which is one of the greenhouse gases
which is bad for the environment.

TOP TIPS FOR
SEPARATING WASTE AT HOME
GENERAL WASTE BIN THE ‘LAST RESORT’ BIN
Ultimately, the items you put into your general waste bin will end up in landfill, so
it’s important to really think about whether there is a way to reuse or recycle your
waste before it ends up in your general waste bin. Check out your local clothes
library, repair café, Buy Nothing Group pages and Fremantle Recycling Centre
before you throw anything into your general waste bin.

BULK BUY FOOD AND HOUSEHOLD ITEMS
Fremantle has so many fantastic bulk purchase stores, so fill up your containers
and avoid unnecessary packaging.

TAKE CONTAINERS TO YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER
A lot of smaller businesses are happy to work with individuals to minimise waste so
make sure you take containers when doing your food shop.

TAKE SOFT PLASTICS TO
FREMANTLE RECYCLING CENTRE
Start collecting any plastic bags by putting one into another and drop it off at the
Fremantle Recycling Centre.

BUY QUALITY OVER QUANTITY
Most products you purchase will eventually get thrown out, so make sure you buy
items you need and will use repeatedly.

BUY SECOND-HAND
Check out the City’s very own Reuse Shop, part of the FRC in Montreal Street.
You can find a wide range of goods for sale at bargain prices including furniture,
camping gear, surfboards, gardening equipment, toys, books, DVDs, musical
instruments and much more.

LET’S GO FOGO
INFORMATION SESSIONS
Want to know how to FOGO?
Register at fremantle.wa.gov.au/fogo to find out
everything you need to know to make the most of
your new three-bin FOGO system.

Tuesday 15 October

6.30–8pm
Fremantle Town Hall, Fremantle

Tuesday 22 October

1–2.30pm
City of Fremantle Administration Centre
Fremantle Oval, Fremantle
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// SUBURB SNAPSHOT

SAMSON 61 63
While it may be one of Fremantle’s newest
and smallest suburbs, Samson’s history and
unique drawcards ensure it stands tall.
At the heart of the family-friendly suburb
is Fremantle’s only bush forever site, Sir
Frederick Samson Reserve which stretches
over 14 hectares.
Walking tracks weave their way through the
reserve with tall tuarts, jarrah, marri trees
and native shrubs making it a great place to
relax and chill.

Recreation runs strong in the neighborhood, with
Samson Recreation Centre built in 1988 and
playing a prominent role. Weekly sports groups
such as ladies netball, badminton and yoga bring
the community together through fitness.
Outdoor tennis courts are also available to hire
during the day and afterhours by appointment.

The calls of magpies and kookaburras are a
familiar sound, with the park home to more
than 30 species of birds.

The seniors’ badminton competition has
been running for some 25 years, with new
participants always welcome.

In spring, the arrival of the wildflower season
sees the park blanketed in yellow and purple,
with an annual bushwalk to mark
the occasion.

Long time attendee Jan Garrity has been a part
of the seniors’ badminton group for around
14 years.

The large open grass-land is a popular
space for dog owners as one of Fremantle’s
designated dog exercise areas.

“They’re a lovely group of people and we have
so much fun. It’s such a great outlet socially to
have a lot of laughs and go home feeling light
hearted and it’s good for us,” she said.

The reserve also attracts young families
thanks to the fenced playground area,
barbecue facilities, picnic tables and toilets.

The annex space can also be hired for
workshops, exercise classes, mums and bubs
sessions, toddler birthdays and more.

Last year the park’s ageing play equipment
received a $35,000 upgrade.
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A new playground was designed to fit in with its
surrounds, featuring a combination unit, slide,
climbing walls, stepping logs and a teepee for
imaginative play.

// SUBURB SNAPSHOT

Family-friendly Samson is all about
the active lifestyle. Clockwise from
left: McCombe Avenue, trees and
wildflowers at Sir Frederick Samson
Park, the Melville Australian Army
Camp Hospital in the 1940s, kids
enjoying the playground and Zara the
border collie at Samson Park.

TURN BACK TIME
Established in 1971, Samson is one of Fremantle’s
newest suburbs, but the area is steeped in history.
The suburb was named after a prominent
businessman and former Fremantle mayor Sir
William Frederick Samson, who served for 21 years
from 1951 to 1972.
Prior to the suburb’s development, the area was
used by the army as a training and administrative
camp during WWII.
The Melville Australian Army Camp operated from
1939 on the area now known as Sir Frederick
Samson Reserve.
Initially there were tents and some buildings, with
barrack huts later built amongst the cover of trees.
From 1955 the Melville Military Camp Hall was used
to screen movies, before being demolished to make
way for the new suburb.
Today the area’s history is honoured on a plaque at
the northern end of Sir Frederick Samson Reserve.

TAKE A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE
Spring has sprung and the wildflowers are blooming. Sir
Frederick Samson Park is a riot of colour from September
through to November. Be sure to tag us in your favourite
wildflower snaps on Instagram @cityoffremantle.
Members of the seniors’ badminton group at Samson
Recreation Centre including (from left to right) Barrie Brown,
Jan Garrity, Barbara Davies and Geoff Bodel.
13
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// SUBURB SNAPSHOT // GREENING SAMSON

TREES ARE TOP PRIORITY

The Greening Samson project is seeking to create an urban
forest in Fremantle, providing more shade and a natural
air filter.
Although Samson is home to Fremantle’s only bush forever site, the suburb
itself has a considerably low number of trees outside of Sir Frederick
Samson Reserve.
In fact, Samson has one of the lowest canopy coverages in Fremantle and
on average is two degrees hotter than nearby suburbs according to thermal
mapping.
City of Fremantle Parks and Landscapes Manager Ryan Abbott said the City
had been working to increase the canopy coverage across Fremantle, with a
particular focus on Samson.
“The City’s Urban Forest Plan forms part of our Greening Fremantle: Strategy
2020, which aims to progressively increase tree planting across the City to
achieve at least 20 per cent canopy coverage,” Ryan said.
“In 2017, canopy coverage was sitting at just 13 per cent, compared to
Melville and East Fremantle at 19 per cent and Mosman Park at 20 per cent.”

Each year the City aims to increase its tree
count by planting a target of 1,000 new trees.
In the 2017–18 financial year the City planted 714 trees on residential verges
and in local parks, while another 92 were added as part of the landscaping
component of City projects like pocket parks, car parks and walkways.
The City also planted 12,000 plants—including 1015 trees—in dunes,
bushland and the river foreshore during nine community planting days and
21 volunteer planting days with conservation volunteers and local schools.

WHY CANOPY COVER COUNTS
Increasing the canopy coverage provides more shade, helps
to absorb carbon dioxide, filters air pollutants and provides a
natural cooling effect by releasing moisture through leaves.
Planting more trees also helps to connect regional bushland
to the coast and provides habitat and food for native animals.
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“In the 2017–18 financial year, the suburb of Samson had the highest tree
planting numbers thanks to the City’s targeted Greening Samson project,
which saw 212 trees planted,” Ryan said.
A particular focus was given to native species, with red flowering gums,
bottlebrushes and tuart trees chosen to best suit the local conditions
and surroundings.
Other suburbs around the city also saw an increase in trees, with 299 planted
in Beaconsfield, Hilton and Fremantle, and 203 in South Fremantle, North
Fremantle, White Gum Valley and O’Connor.

// FAMILIES AND CHILDREN

CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE

CODING CLUB
HELPS KIDS DREAM BIG

Step inside Fremantle Library on a Wednesday
afternoon and you’ll find children as young as seven
learning how to code and create their own computer
software, games, apps and websites.
Welcome to CoderDojo Freo, a free computer programming club for
young people aged 7–17 years of age.
It’s not a class or a workshop, and there’s no curriculum. Instead you’ll
discover a fun, unstructured and social learning environment where
young ‘ninjas’ develop coding skills and solve problems in Scratch, 3D
design, Edison, HTML, CSS and Python.
This next generation of computer programmers is then empowered to
design and develop their own creative digital projects with the support
of mentors.
Year 12 Perth Modern School student and Fremantle Youth Network
member Midaiah Harnett volunteers her time as a CoderDojo mentor
and is amazed by the skills and creativity she sees from her young
charges each week.
“My role is about encouraging and supporting the kids to think outside
the box and do things that they didn’t think they could,” Midaiah said.
“We’ve got kids creating incredible multi-player computer games and
working on 3D models—I know that’s something I couldn’t have done
at their age.
“It’s an amazing program and I really enjoy building relationships with
these kids. They are so much fun, really clever and have the craziest
ideas.”
We sat down with 10-year-old Oscar Mack from White Gum Valley Primary
School, who has been attending CoderDojo since the start of the year.
On this particular afternoon he’s completely engrossed in a beginner
kit teaching him about electrical components hardware and robotics.

Top: The next generation of computer programmers at
CoderDojo Freo. Left and right: CoderDojo ninja Oscar Mack
and mentor Midaiah Harnett.

“CoderDojo is lots of fun and I’m learning about ICT (information and
communications technology), which is what I want to get into when I
go to high school,” Oscar said.
“This year I’ve learnt how to code gravity in Scratch, how to make keys
move a character, how to make stuff disappear and change how it looks.”
In many of the games the kids create, gravity is needed—characters
need to fall back down to earth after jumping, balls need to roll or
drop and bounce, and more. Being able to work the code to make
this happen is always tricky to do and the kids have a great sense of
accomplishment when it works.
So whether it’s writing code or programming robots, one thing’s for
sure: CoderDojo is preparing these kids for workplaces of the future.
The City of Fremantle’s CoderDojo program is held during the
school term every Wednesday from 3.30–5pm in the library. To find
out more and to register, call 9432 9771.
15
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// ABORIGINAL ENGAGEMENT

LEAP FORWARD FOR

RECONCILIATION
The City of Fremantle has launched its first ever Reconciliation Action Plan, cementing its
strong and collaborative relationship with the local Aboriginal community and paving
the way towards a better future for all Australians. We sat down with local Elder Marie
Taylor to chat about this significant milestone in Fremantle’s reconciliation journey.
“To think that we’ve come from 20 years ago
where you would never have heard people talk
about a Reconciliation Action Plan publicly, to
today where it’s on the agenda at the council is
a powerful decision,” Marie said.
“Now that it’s been approved and endorsed
by the council and Reconciliation Australia,
it’s so important for all of us, and I really want
to compliment City of Fremantle for their great
support of the Aboriginal community.”
The Walyalup Reconciliation Action Plan was
developed in consultation with a working
group comprising local Elders, Aboriginal and
non-Aboriginal people and other stakeholders
through a series of workshops and meetings
over 18 months.
“Setting up an Action Plan can be very timeconsuming, so for everyone to be part of it
and make the time to be present at meetings
took a lot of commitment and shows it was
high on their agenda,” Marie said.

Main: Aboriginal Elders and stakeholders at the
Walyalup Reconciliation Action Plan community
workshop on 29 April 2019.
Top left: Fremantle Elder Marie Taylor at the
NAIDOC Week 2019 celebrations.
Bottom left: A printed copy of the Walyalup
Reconciliation Action Plan.
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“The group sat down and talked, and when you
can sit down and communicate at that level,
it sets a very formidable foundation on what
the plan is all about. When you’ve got that
foundation right, everything falls into place.”
While this may be the City’s first
Reconciliation Action Plan, it’s certainly not
the beginning of its reconciliation journey.

From increasing Aboriginal employment and
establishing the Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural
Centre to recognising historical relationships
with the Whadjuk people in the Walyalup
area and acknowledging Traditional Owners
through Welcome to Country, the annual
Wardarnji Festival and, more recently, the One
Day event—the list goes on.
Marie fondly recalls the first One Day in
Fremantle and believes this was a key turning
point for the Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal
community uniting for a brighter future.
“The first One Day in Fremantle was an
amazing event,” she said.
“To stand up on that stage and do a Welcome
to Country while looking over the amount of
people who were there brought tears to
my eyes.
“I think the most powerful action in our
Walyalup Reconciliation Action Plan is
Relationships, because if you can’t build a
relationship with your community it makes it
very hard to move forward.
“And to move forward, we need to be
communicating, building trust and showing
respect.”
To read the Walyalup Reconciliation Action
Plan, visit fremantle.wa.gov.au

CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE

// LEISURE AND RECREATION

LEISURE CENTRE’S

RECORD HAUL

A record-breaking half a million people walked through the gates
of Fremantle Leisure Centre during the 2018–19 financial year and
it’s again shaping as the place to be this spring and summer.
From 1 July 2018–30 June 2019, the City of
Fremantle recorded a total of 502,257 visits to
the public pools and gym, an increase of 3.2
per cent from last year’s attendance figure of
486,060.
Fremantle Leisure Centre Manager John East
said the growth in attendances supported its last
customer satisfaction survey of 92.5 per cent.
“Customers love the open grassed areas which
were ideal for kids to run around and kick the ball
or for families to have a picnic or barbecue and
stay a few hours,” he said.
“Another crowd favourite is the 50m outdoor
swimming pool—it’s great we have a pool to cater
for everyone.
“Above all, we focus on our members and
customers, and make every attempt to
ensure their visit is a pleasant and enjoyable
experience.”

Long-time member Ann-Marie Medcalf has been
coming to the Fremantle Leisure Centre for 30
years, and knows first-hand why the centre is still
so popular with visitors.
“I love the pools and gym because its age related
and friendly for me,” she said.
“The staff are fantastic, pleasant and look after
everyone in the gym to create a happy and safe
environment where you can ask for help, which I
feel you can’t get in any other gym.”
One of Ann-Marie’s favourite experiences at the
Fremantle Leisure Centre is taking part in the
gym’s Myzone challenges.
“It gave me motivation to push myself and ended
up getting me a top place in the competition,”
she said.
“The encouragement I received from the gym
staff during this time was brilliant.

This year the Fremantle Leisure Centre has
undergone several improvements including the
installation of new cardio equipment in the gym.

“Whether I am going for a swim, work out or a
personal training session—my experiences have
always been positive. The centre is like family.”

“We are very excited with the arrival of new
state-of-the-art treadmills, bikes, rowers and
cross trainers; the feedback we’ve received from
members has been extremely positive,” John said.

For more information, visit
fremantle.wa.gov.au/flc

“We’ve also made some behind-the-scene
improvements, including works to the energy
efficiency equipment to ensure the swimming
pools are consistently heated all year round to
the ideal temperatures.”

Clockwise from top: Fremantle Leisure Centre's
outdoor pool; Swings in the open grassed area;
Health and Fitness Supervisor Heather Heynes
training a client in the gym; Children enjoying the
Family Fun Day.

FAMILY FUN DAY
Sunday 8 December
11am–3pm | $2 entry fee
Join the fun and excitement
at Fremantle Leisure Centre’s
family pool party. There will
be land and water inflatables,
live music, entertainment
and games for everyone!
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// ARTS AND CULTURE

FREMANTLE’S
CROWN JEWEL

Hailed as one of Australia’s most successful arts organisations, Fremantle
Arts Centre has impressed local residents and dazzled tourists over the
years, and just keeps getting better with time.
Fremantle Arts Centre’s program of major
concerts has been running for 10 years and has
seen more than 100 performers grace the stage.
We’ve welcomed big names including Billie Eilish,
Nick Cave, Amy Shark, Midnight Oil, PJ Harvey,
Elvis Costello, Paul Kelly, The Waifs, The Cat
Empire, Vance Joy, Missy Higgins and many more.
Celebrated for its incredible free exhibitions,
music and events featuring popular local and
international artists, Artist in Residence program,
and the wide range of art courses all presented
in the gorgeous gothic building and luscious
grounds—it’s easy to see why the community
considers the Arts Centre one of the City of
Fremantle’s most valued services.
This year’s record-breaking gallery and exhibition
attendances have also reconfirmed Fremantle
Arts Centre as a must-visit destination. Animaze,
the contemporary art exhibition designed
specifically for kids held during the summer
school holidays attracted a record of more than
48,000 people.

SUPPORTING THE ARTS
If you walk down the street and ask people what
Fremantle is known for, it’s no surprise ‘arts and
culture’ comes out on top.
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“Freo is home to so many architects, bands,
artists, creatives and the like; and the City
of Fremantle plays a big role in supporting,
facilitating and germinating this inherent culture,”
Fremantle Arts Centre Director Jim Cathcart said.
Fremantle Arts Centre is a flagship of the City’s
commitment to the arts, supplemented through
significant grant funding by the
State Government.
Notably the Arts Centre’s business activities
turnover more than $3 million per year through
the shop, courses program, annual Bazaar,
Revealed Aboriginal Art Market, as well as venue
hire and other sales. This revenue also generates
income for WA artists. Last year $1.5 million
was paid directly to WA artists as fees for shows
and performances, from sales or artworks, and
wages for artists employed as course tutors and
exhibition installers.
“Our commitment to supporting local artists
underpins all of Fremantle Arts Centre’s
programming and activities,” Jim said.
“The City owns the philosophy to be a place that
supports the arts—and it’s doing it in spades.”
For upcoming workshops and events, visit
fac.org.au

Clockwise from top:
Fremantle Arts Centre.
Img cr. Rebecca Mansell
Animaze exhibition opening.
Img cr. Rebecca Mansell
Front garden. Img cr. Rebecca Mansell
Sunday Music at Fremantle Arts Centre.
Img cr. Miles Noel
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// ACCESS AND INCLUSION

HEALING POWER OF ART

Housed in Fremantle’s historic Old Boys School you’ll find DADAA, an organisation that provides
access to arts and culture for people with disability or a mental illness. Pauline Miles shares her
story about how DADAA gave her a purpose in life.
Seventy-four-year-old Pauline (pictured in the DADAA Fremantle art
studio) lives with a mental illness and discovered DADAA through her
art rehabilitation 15 years ago.
“Let me put it this way; I wouldn’t be here today if I didn’t come across
DADAA,” she said.
Thirty five years ago, Pauline was diagnosed with depression after
experiencing a severe back injury in an accident. She was a single
parent happily juggling work and home, a competent netballer and an
active member in her community when this debilitating injury changed
her life forever.
“For quite a few years I was in and out of hospital,” Pauline said.
“To have your life completely turned upside down does have an effect on
the state of your mental health. I didn’t know what was wrong with me.”
Pauline first joined DADAA in 2004 as a participant in an art project
for people with a mental illness. Over the years her association with
the organisation guided her on a pathway towards a professional
career in the arts disability sector. Today you’ll find Pauline working as
an arts practitioner, mentor and administration assistant with DADAA.
Pauline praised DADAA for the role it played in her mental health
recovery and aspiration in becoming a professional artist.
“We all know art and culture improves people’s wellbeing—it’s so
vital,” she said.
“While I still have to take medication, you can’t just take medication
alone to be better, you need to live a social and cultural life, you need
to feel included and have a purpose in life.

“At DADAA, people feel a sense of belonging, like someone cares. For
people with a disability, art is a way for them to express themselves.”
To this day, Pauline goes between being a participant and a worker at
DADAA, showing no signs of retiring any time soon. She’s passionate
about human rights and justice and exploring the social determinates
of health.
“DADAA’s philosophy is arts for social change,” she said.
“The delightful thing for me, and something I get so excited about, is
seeing people achieve.”
The City of Fremantle has a proud partnership with DADAA, after
it invested $2 million to restore and renovate the Old Boys School
and granted the organisation with a 21-year lease to create a
contemporary and central arts and disability hub.
For more information about DADAA, visit dadaa.org.au

WELCOME TO FREO

Film project

Look out for DADAA participant Sam Kerr’s interview with
Fremantle Mayor Brad Pettitt for his upcoming film project
Welcome to Freo. Sam is a 26-year-old, who at the age of nine
was in a motorbike accident that left him with an acquired
brain injury and wheelchair-bound. Sam has lived in Fremantle
for the past 20 years and is a well-known and loved Freo icon!
Welcome to Freo is a short tourism advert, in which Sam will
take the viewer on a tour of all his favourite hotspots around Freo
including Mojos, Mills Records, The Local Hotel, South Beach
and Corner Store Café.
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// FAMOUS FACES, FAVOURITE PLACES

LOCALS
LOVE
FREO

We think Fremantle’s the best city on the planet but don’t just
take our word for it! We also spoke to some local personalities
to hear what they love about our port city.

DYLAN SMITH

FREMANTLE FOUNDATION
What I love about living in Fremantle is the level of
connection. People really care and are passionate
about the people around them and the community
around them. I think that goes back generations.
There is a long history of social justice and we see
the generosity and spirit that comes through in our
work at the Fremantle Foundation.
A lot of people are looking to support the local area,
looking to support the causes they see on a daily
basis. There is a connection between residents and
neighbours that I really value and love being part of.

JOHN LONGLEY

SAILOR

I live in South Fremantle and when I first moved in I don’t
think I swam in the beach in the first 10 years. It was just
terrible but you go down there now and you think you’re
in a resort.
Last summer I was down there and it was one of those
lovely evenings where the sea breeze had died out early.
It was hot, there was a market down there and the place
was filled.
There were people walking on tightropes and there was
music everywhere and I suddenly said to myself ‘Man,
this is like the summer of love in the 70s’. It was such a
vibe. And then there is Bathers Beach. What other city
has got a little jewel of a beach buried right in the middle
of it? It’s sensational.

We want you to tell us what you love about living in the port city. Drop us a line at
info@fremantle.wa.gov.au with a brief summary of what your favourite Freo places and
pastimes are and you could win a $50 voucher at Fremantle Arts Centre!
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MEGAN SALMON

DESIGNER

I think Fremantle is pretty special in that there is this great
cross mix of people and different ideas and sense of space.
We are very privileged because we are in an environment
where there is plenty of open space, fresh air and a great
mix of people. The kinds of people that are attracted to
Fremantle are open minded and forward thinking people.
I always felt you could be whatever you want to be in
Fremantle. I started off as an artist and I always felt that
it was a really great place because you felt like you were
allowed to be an artist, you could do whatever you liked and
I think that is pretty special.

DAVID WHISH-WILSON

WRITER

I can honestly say, hand on heart that there is nowhere else on
earth I’d rather live than Fremantle.
It gives me a lot of great creative nutrition and I think that’s
because it’s a place with a strong sense of identity. And you
see that in the work of its writers, its painters, its musicians, its
designers, its architects.
It’s also a great place to bring up kids. My kids just have to
jump over the fence and they’re playing with kids their own age
who go to the local schools. They kick the footy in the streets,
they play cricket in the driveway, they hang out in the parks or
the skate park down here or they go down to the local beach
and hang out.
To me, Freo is a place of stories told and stories waiting to be
told and it’s great to be a part of that.

BEN ELTON

COMEDIAN, AUTHOR AND PLAYWRIGHT
Freo is one of those places that just gets under your skin.
The art scene is great. There are world renowned painters,
musicians and even writers working alongside people just
starting out in their craft. Maybe that’s why Freo punches so
much above its weight as a city.
The beaches are pristine and the sunsets are epic and then you
add the culture, which is rampant with a special sense of the
weird and the wonderful. It’s diverse, it’s inclusive and it’s been
welcoming visitors since the start of its history. I should know,
I’m one of them.
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// WHAT’S ON

THE ‘MUST DO’ LIST THIS SPRING

fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson

70TH BIRTHDAY BASH
Fremantle Library

Fremantle Library has been serving the community since 1949 and is
celebrating its 70th anniversary with a big birthday bash. There’ll be live
music, games, activities and, of course, a cake!
Thu 26 Sep | 3–6pm | Free
Festivals & Events Arts & Creatives Culture & Languages

FREMANTLE BIENNALE

Various locations around Fremantle

During November, the Fremantle Biennale will be staged in Fremantle’s
historic West End and industrial port. This unique, world-class event will
showcase the best in site-responsive art from local and international
artists. Don’t miss the incredible large-scale blue light installation at
Esplanade Park on 1–3 November!
Fri 1–Sun 24 Nov | Various times | Free & ticketed events
Festivals & Events Arts & Creatives

WARDARNJI

Fremantle Arts Centre

Let the beauty of the oldest songs, dances and language in the world
transport you to another place, as fires burn long into the evening
and people come together to celebrate indigenous Australian culture.
Wardarnji is a dynamic and unique experience with over 100 dancers
performing traditional Nyoongar dances fused with contemporary dance
and dreamtime stories to take you to the heart of our rich cultural
history. Gates open at 5.30pm.
Sat 16 Nov | 6.30–9.30pm | Free
Festivals & Events Culture & Languages
Img cr. Trevor Walley

BAZAAR

Fremantle Arts Centre

Held over three days, Bazaar is one of WA’s longest running and
most highly regarded makers markets. You’ll find a fantastic range of
handmade jewellery, fashion, ceramics, sculptures, woodwork and
textiles, making it the perfect place to do your Christmas shopping and
support local artists during the festive season. A drinks bar, delicious
food and DJs will also be added to the mix!
Fri 6–Sun 8 Dec | Fri (5–9pm) Sat & Sun (9am–5pm)
$2 Adults, kids under 12 free
Festivals & Events Arts & Creatives Sustainability

FAMILY FUN DAY

Fremantle Leisure Centre

Join the fun and excitement at Fremantle Leisure Centre’s family pool
party. There will be land and water inflatables, live music, entertainment
and games for everyone!
Sun 8 Dec | 11am–3pm | $2
Festivals & Events

CAROLS BY CANDLELIGHT

Fremantle Oval

Tis’ the season to be jolly! The Libby Hammer Quintet, WA’s best loved
jazz outfit is returning to Fremantle with The Arcadian Voices to lead you
through a Christmas carol spectacular. Join in the Christmas spirit with a
festive sing-along and enjoy free children’s activities and entertainment
throughout the evening. Pack a picnic or indulge in the delicious food on
offer from local vendors.
Sun 15 Dec | 5–8.30pm | Free
Festivals & Events
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25UNDER25

ART AWARD 27 SEP–6 OCT

Now in its eighth year, the City of Fremantle’s 25under25
Art Award provides quality exhibition experience for
emerging Western Australian artists aged between 14
and 25. We chat with 25under25 coordinator Sheridan
Coleman about the strength and vibrancy these artists
will bring to our creative community.
Tell us more about the 25under25 Art Award! 25under25 provides
young artists with an early taste of a professional exhibition setting, an
opportunity to meet peers and potential collaborators. For the City of
Fremantle, it’s about recognising the hard work and value of artists who
are at a critical stage of their career; when they are learning, upskilling,
promoting themselves and determining what their art careers are going
to look like in the future.
Can you describe the calibre of entries received this year? Our local,
emerging artists are quite intrepid in the scope of the ideas they take on.
They aren’t afraid to use local or autobiographical themes as a starting point
to think through much broader, even global issues and trends. The entries
we have received are a great reflection of that confidence and vision.
The 25under25 Art Award winner will receive $1500 and a four-week
residency at Fremantle Arts Centre. How important is this opportunity
for the winning artist’s career development? For many artists, clearing
time to put your nose to the grindstone in the studio can be really
difficult. There’s plenty around to distract you. And yet, those unbroken
stints when you put the blinkers on and work are often when real leaps
forward happen. This residency—which offers a dedicated room in a
peaceful building, with lots of other creative people in close proximity
(and the smell of coffee wafting in from the café)—can make all
the difference.
Can you shine a light on some of the artists who have gone on to do
great things post 25under25? Historically, 25under25 has provided a
valuable early exhibition experience for artists who have gone on to forge
really notable art careers. After her commendation in the 2017 award,
Fremantle artist Holly O’Meehan went on to stage a major collaborative
textile work at Vancouver Arts Centre in Albany and also held an
enormous, very well-received solo show of ceramics and crochet at Paper
Mountain Gallery. Since appearing in the 2018 award, Alina Tang has
grown her practice (under the name Giant Pansy) into a thriving mix of
botanical art, design and workshops, now based in Amsterdam.

Step
back
in time...
Fremantle Library is celebrating its 70th
anniversary in 2019. Let’s step back in time to
how it began.
A proposal for the establishment of a free lending library in
Fremantle was reported in the Daily News as early as 1893;
however the idea was not brought up again until 1936 by
Fremantle Councillor Evan Davies.
Fremantle’s mayor at the time, F E Gibson, in response
made a disparaging comment about the project being more
expensive than it was worth, however Councillor Davies did not
give up his fight and was finally successful in 1949. In fact the
library was even named after him for a period of 18 years in
recognition of his trailblazing effort.
From that point on the library dedicated itself to providing
a quality service to the community, but also particularly to
sectors of society that were vulnerable or marginalised.
In 1959, Jean Best was appointed as the first specialist
Children’s Librarian in the State. In 1962 a service delivering
library books to the elderly in hospitals and nursing homes
was established. Four talking book machines were purchased
in 1972 for those who could no longer read the printed word.
Loans of picture books to child care and kindergartens in
the area began in 1973 and regular Story Time sessions for
children were first offered in 1976. A local history collection
was established in 1974 to preserve Fremantle’s history.
At the heart of Fremantle Library is the belief that access to
information should be available to all in order to help better
their lives. While access to information is constantly changing
in our modern times, Fremantle Library has always been
focused on leading and innovating, while delivering outcomes
for the community. The staff at Fremantle Library have
steadfastly continued to serve the public and foster a strong
sense of community that Fremantle prides itself on.
If you have photos or memorabilia relating to Fremantle
Library’s early beginnings, contact the Fremantle History
Centre at lhc@fremantle.wa.gov.au

For more information, visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/25under25

For more information, visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/fhc

Top: Last year’s 25under25 Art Award at the Moores Building
Contemporary Art Gallery. Img cr. Duncan Wright

Top: Evan Davies Civic Library, 1969.
Right: School holiday activities at Fremantle City Library, 1975.
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