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WHAT’S INSIDE

A quick word...
Welcome to the Spring edition of FRE-OH! Spring has sprung 
and the warmer weather makes it a perfect time to get out 
and explore our great city. This edition looks at key upcoming 
events and attractions, including the return of Fremantle 
Biennale, as well as detailing some of the many ways people 
are working to strengthen the great sense of community that 
exists in Freo. We also look at some the newest and iconic local 
shops and places to eat and drink. I hope you enjoy the read.
Deputy Mayor Andrew Sullivan
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// IN THE SPOTLIGHT

DOGS DAY OUT IN FREO 
Enjoy a dog’s day out in Fremantle with  
more than 115 businesses and counting now 
officially dog-friendly! 

It’s all a part of a new campaign launched 
by Fremantle Animal Hospital to provide 
businesses with free ‘dog-friendly indoors’ 
and ‘dog-friendly outdoors’ stickers to display 
on their shopfronts.  

Fremantle Animal Hospital owner and vet 
Garnett Hall said he wanted to make it easier 
when people bring their dogs out and about. 

“Developing the #petfriendlyfreo campaign 
was an idea I had to reduce people’s anxiety 
about whether they can take their pets into 
stores by providing a go-to list of pet friendly 
businesses,” he said. 

The campaign has been well received by 
businesses and the community, with everything 
from pet-friendly retailers, bars, restaurants 
and even accommodation on the list. 

So, the next time you’re sipping a coffee 
along the Cappuccino Strip or exploring Freo’s 
boutique retail offerings, bring your pooch 
along for the fun.  

“Most dogs love social interaction, especially if 
it is part of their normal routine,” Garnett said.

“The more time we spend with our pets, the 
better it is for us—and for them.” 

To get a free sticker for your shopfront simply 
email info@freo.vet or to see the full list of 
dog-friendly businesses to plan your day next 
day out visit freo.vet

PODCAST SHARES LIFE IN FREO  
DURING COVID-19
Pen-demic is a podcast series presented by opera singer Penny Shaw who 
interviews South Fremantle residents on their COVID-19 experience, and 
specifically how being part of a community has helped them survive and thrive over 
the past 18 months. 

Residents may remember Penny from last year’s lockdown, when she sang songs 
each night from her balcony overlooking Scott Street in South Fremantle. The 
neighbours would gather at 6pm to listen to the music, often to raise a glass and to 
connect with each other from a safe distance.

On the podcast, Penny chats to a diverse group of people across varying ages, 
professions and cultural heritage, which she recorded just before the June 2021 
Perth and Peel lockdown. 

From the local musician who had all his upcoming gigs cancelled within a few hours 
to the retiree who finds herself all alone in WA while her family is overseas, you’ll 
hear how these ordinary people are facing extraordinary times.

Listen to Pen-demic on Spotify, Apple Podcasts and PodBean. Pen-demic is a 
Neighbour to Neighbour initiative and supported by the City of Fremantle.

Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/pendemic
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FRE-OH! SPRING 2021 // NEWSDESK

CITY DELIVERS SERVICES AND SUPPORT

SLOW DOWN, FREO!
South Fremantle locals have hailed the 
introduction of a new 40km/h speed zone 
across a wide area of Fremantle as a win for 
people power.

The 40km/h speed zone in Fremantle and 
South Fremantle covers all local roads west 
of Hampton Road, Ord Street and James 
Street, including the existing city centre speed 
reduction zone.

It follows a decade-long campaign by South Freo 
residents to improve safety and amenity in their 
area by reducing the speed limit.

Some distributor roads within the new speed 
zone have had their speed limits reduced to 
50km/h, like South Street and Queen Victoria 
Street, while others, including Ord Street and 
Hampton Road, have retained their  
60km/h limit.

The existing 30km/h limit along  
Fremantle’s famous Cappuccino Strip  
has also been retained. For more information  
on the changes visit  
fremantle.wa.gov.au/newspeedzone

VISIT US 
Customer service opening hours  
8am–5pm (Monday to Friday)

ADDRESS 
Fremantle Oval, 70 Parry Street, Fremantle

POSTAL 
PO Box 807, Fremantle, WA 6959

PHONE 
1300 MY FREO (1300 693 736) 
1300 360 666 (Community Safety/Rangers)

EMAIL info@fremantle.wa.gov.au

WEBSITE fremantle.wa.gov.au

NRS-FRIENDLY 
Hearing or speech impaired? Call via the 
National Relay Service on 133 677

PHOTO CREDITS 
COVER Artist Holly Ogden’s sunflowers 
are bringing joy to walls and shopfronts 
across the City of Fremantle. Img cr. Cassie 
Gunthorpe

WHAT’S ON HEADER Fremantle’s iconic 
‘Containbow’ sculpture, Rainbow by Perth 
artist Marcus Canning. Img cr.  
Cassie Gunthorpe

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF  
PEOPLE AND COUNTRY 
The City of Fremantle acknowledges the 
Whadjuk people as the Traditional Owners 
of the greater Fremantle/Walyalup area 
and we recognise that their cultural and 
heritage beliefs are still important today.

CONNECT WITH YOUR CITY 
       facebook.com/cityoffremantle
       instagram.com/cityoffremantle
       twitter.com/cityoffremantle
       youtube.com/cityoffremantle
       linkedin.com/company/city-of-fremantle

Subscribe to our Freo Weekly enewsletter 
at fremantle.wa.gov.au/subscribe

You can also read FRE-OH! online at  
fremantle.wa.gov.au/freoh

Alternate formats available upon request

FRE-OH! has been printed to the  
highest environmental standard,  
utilising solar energy and paper  
from plantation based timber. Both  
the printer and paper manufacturer  
are ISO14001 accredited.

KOORT FIT FOR KINGS
The renaming of Fremantle’s Kings Square 
to Walyalup Koort is now official following 
approval of the new name by the Minister  
for Lands.

Walyalup, pronounced ‘Wal-yal-up’, is the 
Nyoongar name for Fremantle and the word 
Koort, with the ‘oo’ pronounced as in ‘book’, 
means ‘heart’ or ‘the meeting of hearts’.

The new name was selected by Fremantle 
Council following an extensive community 
engagement process.

An invitation to the public to put forward their 
thoughts attracted 128 suggestions for a 
new name, which was narrowed down to a 
shortlist of five options by the Kings Square 
stakeholder group.

Following a second stage of community 
engagement the stakeholder group, which 
consisted of representatives from St John’s 
Church, Traditional Owners, Fremantle Chamber 
of Commerce, Sirona Capital, Department 
of Communities and the City, unanimously 
supported the name Walyalup Koort.

NEIGHBOUR GONG
The success of the City of Fremantle’s Neighbour 
to Neighbour program has been recognised with 
a 2021 Resilient Australia WA Award.

The Resilient Australia Awards celebrate 
and promote initiatives that build whole 
of community resilience to disasters and 
emergencies around Australia.

The Neighbour to Neighbour program, which 
was created in March 2020 as a rapid response 
to keep the community connected during the 
COVID-19 lockdown, was announced as the 
winner of the Local Government Award at a 
ceremony yesterday afternoon.

Fremantle Deputy Mayor Andrew Sullivan said 
the primary aim of Neighbour to Neighbour was 
to ensure that no-one was left isolated during 
the lockdown.

“There were a lot of elderly or vulnerable people 
who were cut off from their usual social contacts 
because of the lockdown, so we called on the 
Fremantle community to look out for each other 
and make sure no individual was left to fend for 
themselves,” Cr Sullivan said.
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// COVER STORY

HERE  
COMES  
THE SUN 
Sunflower murals are popping up across 
Fremantle thanks to talented artist Holly Ogden. 

Splashed across shopfronts along the 
Cappuccino Strip, through the Piazza, 
down side-streets and all the way to South 
Fremantle, you’ll spot these sunflowers. 

The project started at the outbreak of 
COVID-19 in 2020 to help lift people’s spirits 
by spreading happiness through art.    

“I created this project to brush up on 
my mural skills and it has organically 
transformed into a movement of happiness,” 
Holly said.

A growing list of local businesses have 
jumped on board, including Lawley’s Bakery 
Café, Kuld Creamery, The Sunshine Harvester 
Works, Broody Hen Coffee Shop, The Bistrot 
Café, Sugar Hut, First Rule Café, Three 
Seventy, Mumma Bee Café with more on a 
waiting list. 

Kindness is at the heart of this project, with 
Holly painting the murals free of charge.

“All painted sunflowers are free and always 
will be,” Holly said. 

“It allows me to access locations I otherwise 
wouldn't have had access to and make 
genuine connections within the community. 

“It's all about creating a wave of kindness 
by not charging, which has opened up more 
possibilities to paint the murals with cost 
often a barrier for small businesses.”

There’s plenty more in store for Holly’s 
Seeded Sunflower mission, with plans to 
create a sunflower hunt across Fremantle for 
people to follow.

“I have a graphic artist on board to create a 
map so people can follow the trail,” she said. 
“A sunflower will mark the spot and allow 
families and businesses to come together 
and spread joy with art.”

Holly’s love of art started from a young age, 
but it was during her time working as a dive 
master in Thailand and Indonesia in 2014 
that she began to really follow her passion.

“This is where I started to express myself 
more in my art,” Holly said.

“I painted murals at dive shops and around 
the place in my spare time to keep me 
occupied when I was out of the water.

“I just love painting in public, having my 
headphones in and listening to an audiobook 
or podcast. I find it therapeutic.” 

Fast forward to today and Holly’s sunflower 
movement has spread far and wide, with over 
200 murals popping up across Fremantle, 
Dunsborough and Margaret River. 

It’s an impressive feat for this artist, who finds 
the time to paint despite a full and busy life.

“I'm a single mum of a 3-year-old, so the 
majority of my time is dedicated to him,”  
she said.

“I only have a couple of days spare a week  
to come and paint walls so I have to use my 
time wisely.” 

In between painting murals and looking after 
her young son, she’s also busy preparing for 
her Seeded Sunflower exhibition which will be 
on display at the Sunshine Harvester Works 
from 20–21 November. 

“I aim for this exhibition to be a showcase of 
happiness, positivity and sunflowers,” she said.

“This exhibition isn't just about having my 
art on display, it will be a testament to the 
relationships I have made along my journey of 
painting sunflowers throughout WA.”

HOLLY’S FREO FAVES

“For food, I’d have to say Wild Bakery, 
those pizzas are to die for.

“Favourite place for coffee would be 
Lawley’s Bakery Café for the staff and the 
beautiful indoor seating area.”

From top: Artist Holly Ogden, at the home of 
Tiffany (right) where Holly painted a mural in 
loving memory of Tiffany’s son Cosmo and the 
mural on Kuld Creamery.



FRE-OH! SPRING 2021

WONKY MUGS 
FREMANTLE MARKETS 

If you’re looking for a unique gift, you can’t go past Wonky Mugs. 
These ceramic mugs and bowls are hand-made with no two the 
same. But it’s the story behind them that that makes them even more 
meaningful. Wonky Mugs was started by local artist Gavin Carver with 
a vision to employ artists who have a disability or are disadvantaged. 
All the pieces are hand-made in a studio in Fremantle, where they 
are sculpted, dried, fired, glazed and fired again. What’s more, the 
pieces are food safe, oven safe, microwave safe, freezer safe and 
dishwasher safe. Wonky Mugs celebrates the beauty of imperfections 
because we’re all a little wonky, aren’t we? You can view the range at 
Fremantle Markets Fridays to Sundays or shop the online collection at 
wonkymugs.com 

NIEUW RUIN 
12 NORFOLK ST, FREMANTLE 

Nieuw Ruin is set to be your new neighbourhood hangout. Tucked 
down one of Freo’s side streets and housed inside an 1880s 
limestone cottage, Nieuw Ruin offers plenty of character and charm 
to draw you in. On the wine list you’ll discover some 300-plus options, 
with some weird and wacky varieties to try out. Not just a wine bar 
though, there’s also a refined selection of beer, spirits and a top-notch 
cocktail list on seasonal rotation sure to keep you coming back. The 
team here know a thing or two about good hospitality, with owner 
Dimitri Rtshiladze the brains behind Perth’s Foxtroit Unicorn and head 
chef Blaze Young fresh from stints at Freo’s Madelena’s and Propeller. 
Nieuw Ruin is open from 4pm to late Tuesdays to Thursdays and 
12pm to late Fridays to Sundays. 

// HOT IN THE CITY

ROLL’D 
G11/10 WILLIAM ST, FREMANTLE 

Roll’d is fresh on the scene at FOMO, bringing Vietnamese to 
our ever-growing dining scene. 

On the menu you’ll find all the traditional favourites like 
dumplings, pho noodle soup and the Vietnamese baguette, 
the Banh Mi. The rice paper rolls are ready to go with fillings 
sure to win you over, including barramundi and avocado, garlic 
prawn, roast duck, soft shell crab and tofu.

Roll’d was created by three school friends and inspired by 
family recipes with the same master stocks, broths and sauces 
the secret to their success. The venue is one of the first to 
open at the exciting FOMO precinct, which saw the old Myer 
building redeveloped into a vibrant office and retail space. 

Watch this space as more places open soon! Roll’d is open from 
10.30am–7pm Mondays to Fridays and 11am–7pm  
on weekends. 

Freshon thescene
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE

THE PALACE ARCADE 
96 HIGH STREET, FREMANTLE 

The gang behind Perth’s popular Palace Arcade has opened their third 
and biggest venue yet right in the heart of Fremantle. This palace 
brings together classic arcade games, New York style pizza and a 
top-level bar offering for a mix that’s impossible not to enjoy. Grab 
your friends and settle in for an evening of nostalgic 80s and 90s 
games like Sega Rally, Street Fighter, Daytona and more. For the avid 
video gamers, there’s even a classic Pong machine, as well as Ms Pac 
Man and Donkey Kong. These guys also have just the special to spice 
up your mid-week Wednesday plans, with free games all night when 
you spend $20. On the menu you’ll find a great selection of pizzas 
served up on 16inch or 22inch bases with gluten free and vegan 
cheese options, along with chicken wings, roasted sprouts, jalapenos 
poppers, cheeseburger spring rolls and more. Palace Arcade is open 
from 4pm–12am Wednesdays–Thursdays, 12pm–1am Fridays and 
Saturdays and 12–10pm on Sundays.

DELISH FAST NUTRITION  
4B/27-35 WILLIAM ST, FREMANTLE  
(FREMANTLE MALLS)

Delish Fast Nutrition is slinging out smoothies you can feel good 
about. Their smoothies are milk-free, served with 15–25g of protein 
and contain only 250 calories or less! These thick, frappe looking 
smoothies are blended with water and ice and are low fat, low GI and 
low sugar. Their number one best seller, the Snickers, is a must-try 
featuring chocolate peanut butter and a nut topping. Other favourites 
include the vegan and gluten-free Caramel Coffee topped with walnuts 
and the Cinnamon and Banana Chips smoothie. If smoothies aren’t 
for you, there’s also the loaded tea range to choose from. These clean 
energy drinks are sugar-free, contain raw guarana, a shot of aloe 
vera and are under 24 calories. There are two sizes to choose from 
including the 700ml and 1litre, and all served in cups you can recycle. 
Delish is open daily from 8am–2pm Mondays to Fridays and 10am–
4pm on weekends. 

// HOT IN THE CITY

STREET EATS FREO 
21B, 135 HIGH ST MALL (PADDY TROY LANE)

Street Eats Freo is one of the newest arrivals to discover down  
Paddy Troy Mall. 

The team here is dishing out authentic street food from around the 
world sure to help tie you over until your next international trip.On 
the menu you’ll find a great selection of appetisers to mix and match 
including Indian spiced cauliflower popcorn and beef quesadillas. 

Or for the more daring among us, there’s the Asian style marinated 
pigs ear strips and fried crickets (yes, actual crickets!). For those 
chasing a bigger meal, there’s plenty to choose from on the mains 
menu including the eight-hour slow cooked BBQ pork ribs. 

Just make sure to leave room for dessert, with homemade Spanish 
churros and fried cookie dough among the options. Streets East Freo 
is open for lunch and dinner from Tuesday–Sunday.

Got a place you love? Drop us a line at info@fremantle.wa.gov.au and tell us what business in the City of Fremantle is your favourite and why.
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FRE-OH! SPRING 2021 // YOUR GRANTS 

COMMUNITY GRANT 
SUPPORTS PORCH ROCKERS 

Local artists and community 
groups can apply for a funding 
boost in the City of Fremantle’s  
Arts and Community Grants 
September round. 
From 1–30 September, applications are open 
for artists working on projects to strengthen 
Fremantle’s vibrant arts and cultural sector, 
and community groups delivering initiatives to 
enhance access and inclusion, wellbeing and 
social cohesion in the community. 

A recent community grant recipient, the South 
Fremantle Corner Pocket Town Team received 
$5000 funding to support its PorchFest event 
held in May 2021, which saw local musicians 
performing on neighbour’s porches along 
Harbour Road. 

The aim of the event was to celebrate South 
Fremantle’s unique heritage, streetscape 
and personality; strengthen community 
connection and collaboration between 
residents, businesses, musicians and local 
government; support local businesses on 
the strip; empower community volunteers; 
and support a vibrant and inclusive 
neighbourhood.

PorchFest organiser David Snyder, who’s also 
the co-founder and place leader for the Town 
Team Movement, said the City’s community 
grant was critical to the event’s success. 

“It provided confidence for us volunteers to 
make the brave decision to go ahead and 
organise our event,” David said. 

“On the day Elder Shaun Nannup performed 
an inspiring Welcome to Country, and then we 
kicked off with a soulful performance by local 
band Clove, followed by aboriginal artist Clive 
Morrison and Strawberry. 

“The awesome music continued with 
performances from Bryan Dalton, Emlyn 
Johnson, The Alfalfa Males, Freddie Mai 
Delaney, Rose Parker and The Shops. 

“Our event concluded with two headline 
acts from porch rocking artists Nicholas 
Allbrook and Carla Geneve, before the Perth 
Thundercorps marching funk brass band 
paraded our audience down South Terrace to 
Madalenas Bar for a late-night boogie with DJ 
Josh Grainger.” 

David encouraged prospective applicants to 
check out the City’s grants to help get their 
arts or community project off the ground. 

“It’s a great initiative to get more involved 
in your community and make a positive 
difference,” he said. 

“The impact of our grant and event created so 
much joy for people in attendance, and all the 
volunteers who helped us organise the event 
felt proud of what we had achieved.

PORCHFEST AT A GLANCE

 9 14 local bands
 9 5 resident porches
 9 6 local businesses
 9 Hundreds of smiling faces
 9 1 big happy neighbourhood 

“I would definitely recommend getting 
involved and applying for an Arts and 
Community Grant.”

For more information about the City’s 
Arts and Community Grants program, visit 
fremantle.wa.gov.au/grants or email our 
Grants Officers on  
grantfunding@fremantle.wa.gov.au

Local bands performing on neighbours’ porches 
along Harbour Road in South Fremantle. Img cr. 
Steph Hayes.
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE

SPARE PARTS PUPPET THEATRE 
CELEBRATES 40TH ANNIVERSARY

Spare Parts Puppet Theatre, the 
award-winning, internationally 
recognised puppetry company 
that calls Fremantle home, is 
celebrating its 40th anniversary. 
We spoke to Spare Parts Puppet 
Theatre’s Artistic Director of 20 
years Philip Mitchell about the 
company’s incredible success and 
the future of puppetry. 
“It’s wonderful to think that we now have 
people in our audiences that first came to 
Spare Parts Puppet Theatre as a child and 
who are now bringing their own children to 
see a show,” Philip said. 

Established in Fremantle in 1981, Spare 
Parts Puppet Theatre has been entertaining 
over three generations of local families and 
delighting countless audiences across the 
country and the world. 

Forty years is an impressive milestone, and 
the company owes its success to the many 
extraordinary people and amazing artists it 
has worked with over the decades. 

“It is the enormous talent of these artists that 
has made this company the most respected 
and renowned puppetry company in Australia 
and around the world,” Philip said. 

Philip himself is an award-winning director 
and puppeteer with nearly three decades’ 
experience working in puppetry and  
visual theatre. 

“At the heart of all my work is the joy and 
celebration of life and the challenges we face 
both as adults and kids navigating the world, 

// HAPPY 40 YEARS

HIP HIP HOORAY! 

Spare Parts Puppet Theatre has 
launched a series of free community 
puppetry adventures to celebrate its 40th 
anniversary, including Puppet Tea at the 
Theatre in September and Puppets in 
the Park on November 6.

and hopefully stimulating conversations long 
after they have seen the show,” he said.

Some of his most memorable productions 
include H2O, which was performed in an 
Olympic swimming pool with scuba diver 
puppeteers and puppets that walked across 
water and emerged from it. 

Other highlights include the adaption of 
Shaun Tan’s books The Arrival and Tales from 
Outer Suburbia; On Our Beach, an immersive 
interactive work that took over the entire 
Spare Parts’ building and won a Performing 
Arts WA Award for Best Production in 2020; 
and Tom Vickers and the Extraordinary 
Adventure of his Missing Sock, a ‘choose 
your own adventure’ puppet show at the WA 
Shipwrecks Museum. 

Spare Parts Puppet Theatre’s new production 
The One Who Planted Trees, playing 25 
September–9 October, is the company’s first 
ever musical and incorporates hand drawn 
digital animation in the storytelling of the work. 

“Digital projection is just another exciting tool 
that we are seeing regularly integrated into 
live performance and puppetry,” Philip said. 

“Robotics, 3D printers, live interaction, 
sensory experiential works, animatronics are 
all exciting developments, however at the 
heart of live performance and puppetry is still 
the magic between a live performer and an 
audience, and no amount of time will change 
this special chemistry.”

While the future of puppetry is an exciting 
one, Spare Parts Puppet Theatre itself also 
has ambitious plans to transform its public 
spaces for future generations. 

The Board has been working with Kerry Hill 
Architects on redevelopment plans for its 
venue located at Short Street in Pioneer 
Park. The vision is to create a welcoming 
environment for people to engage in 
outstanding puppetry, while transforming the 
park into a green open space for families with 
new amenities.

Key features of the plan include a multi-
purpose foyer and accessible creative 
learning areas, theatre and studio extensions, 
restoration of the heritage facade, and 
family friendly facilities surrounding the park. 
Community feedback on the plan is currently 
open, visit sppt.asn.au/yoursay for  
more information.

Clockwise from top left: The On Our Beach 
puppetry show, artistic director Philip Mitchell and 
a puppet from The Little Prince.
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FRE-OH! SPRING 2021 // ARTS AND CULTURE 

FREMANTLE BIENNALE  
RETURNS WITH CROSSING 21 
The countdown is on for the third edition 
of Fremantle Biennale. Running from 
5–21 November 2021, the Fremantle 
Biennale is a biennial festival showcasing 
site-responsive contemporary art from 
established and emerging artists. 
The renowned festival that brought you the yellow optical illusion 
artwork in the West End and cascading waves of blue light  
projected across the Esplanade is back with another incredible, 
largely-free program that celebrates Freo’s cultural, social and 
historical distinctiveness.

This year’s Fremantle Biennale—CROSSING 21—will invite audiences 
to the shores of the Swan River, with a focus of activity taking 
place between the two iconic Fremantle bridges. For the first time, 
the festival will also see its headline work Moombaki presented in 
neighbouring councils Melville and Cockburn. 

We spoke to three different artists participating in this year’s 
Fremantle Biennale about their artworks and what audiences can  
look forward to. 

MOOMBAKI: ILONA MCGUIRE & ELDERS

The Fremantle Biennale is celebrating the Derbarl Yerrigan (Swan 
River) with its headliner Moombaki (where the river meets the 
sky). This unique work is a Nyoongar storytelling project with a 
choreographed drone light show for three different sites along the river.

Presented as a series of connected stories or chapters, these brief 
shows will take place between the Bridges in Fremantle, Attadale 
Reserve in Attadale and Coogee Beach in Coogee. The choreography 
will consist of a fleet of 150 drones equipped with LED lights 

programmed to reveal and highlight the waterway as a living and 
significant place deeply connected to the Whadjuk Nyoongar people. 
This unique sky show pioneers cutting-edge technology in Western 
Australia for the first time. 

The concept development has been led by a group of Nyoongar Elders 
and emerging artist Ilona McGuire (pictured left on facing page) in 
consultation with the Biennale Artistic Team.

“My role as the artist is to create the visualisations of our Whadjuk 
Nyoongar stories chosen in consultation with the Elders,” Ilona said.  

“The drawings and soundscapes I have created to tell these beautiful 
stories will immerse the audience into the Nyitting (dreaming) of the 
Derbarl Yerrigan.

“I believe viewers will find a new connection with the Derbarl Yerrigan 
and the areas they live on Whadjuk Nyoongar Boodja as they connect 
with these ancient stories. 

“People need to know that these stories and the characters in them 
are still here and their presence can be felt when we stop, breathe 
and listen to our surroundings.” 

Ilona is a Whadjuk, Ballardong, Yuat and Kungarakan woman who 
wholeheartedly creates arts to inform, educate and empower people. 

“It is an essential part of the way we preserve and understand our 
culture,” she said. 

“I am most looking forward to the representation of our Mob, truth 
telling, sharing and connecting with audiences across Perth to create 
a more unified community.” 

From her very first meeting with the Biennale team, Ilona said she was 
enlightened with passion and excitement about this cutting-edge project. 

“It’s been an eye opening and electrifying experience so far which can 
only mean the actual show is going to be spectacular,” she said. 
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// ARTS AND CULTURE 

“The array of artists and people involved in the works this year will 
have such an awe-inspiring effect on all.” 

Moombaki has been guided and endorsed by Whadjuk Nyoongar 
Traditional Owners Doris Getta, Marion Kickett, Karen Jacobs, 
Glenys Yarren, Neville Collard, Stan Headland, Farley Garlett, Walter 
McGuire and Brendan Moore. It is proudly supported by the Minderoo 
Foundation, Global Unmanned Systems, the Australian Government 
through the RISE Fund and the cities of Fremantle and Melville.

5–7 Nov | 7.30pm | Between the bridges, Fremantle 
12–14 Nov | 7.30pm | Attadale Reserve, Attadale   
19–20 Nov | 7.30pm | Coogee Beach, Coogee 
Free

OVERLOAD: ANDREW SUNLEY SMITH

Overload is a large-scale project where artist Andrew Sunley Smith 
(pictured above, centre) will deliberately sink a 9.5m, 5 tonne commercial 
boat by overloading it with rocks. An incredible project guaranteed to stop 
anyone in their tracks when they see it for the first time. 

Andrew said the excessively loaded vessel was both a poignant and a 
necessarily absurd, yet common, everyday gesture.

“It puts form to the outcomes of our continual excess,” he said. 

“The work is an intentionally disastrous action. It is also a post-
colonial gesture; as we witness the revenge of land.

“Sinking the vessel via direct use of the landscape itself, with local 
limestone rock spall, is a key symbolic element here; one that 
suggests and demonstrates the land taking back, stopping and 
forcibly submerging a modernist industrial form. 

“The gesture of overloading is an excessive act—one of mal-intent, 
greed, insensitivity and conscious oppression.

“Unavoidably now, the project is also sadly analogous to the fatal 
overloading realities of contemporary international refugee plights.”

Andrew encouraged everyone to check out the innovative and thought-
provoking contemporary art on offer at this year’s Biennale. 

“Every iteration of the Fremantle Biennale becomes more bold, more 
challenging, more interesting and more entertaining for everybody. It’s 
so vital and resonant,” he said. 

“It’s one of the few times you get to see really interesting, ambitious 
scale projects in WA outside of conventional spaces. I love that it’s 
public and accessible to everybody.” 

5–21 Nov (Thurs–Sun) | 10am–6pm 
Derbarl Yerrigan (Swan River), J Dolan Park, East Fremantle | Free

TOUGHNESS TIMES TIGHTNESS:  
BRUNO BOOTH

Bruno Booth (pictured above, right) is the Fremantle artist behind 
the exciting, participatory and huge installation Toughness Times 
Tightness. The Biennale team guarantee it’s going to have a real ‘X 
marks the spot’ kind of impact between the bridges, and will be an 
intriguing, engaging and enlightening experience for the community.

Bruno works across the mediums of painting, social engagement, 
sculpture, video and installation. His works are inspired by the 
navigational challenges that he faces as a wheelchair user and the 
under-representation of people with disabilities in popular culture. 

“I’ve travelled a lot and been in the arts in one way or another for 
most of my adult life and I rarely ever meet someone who looks like 
me,” Bruno said. 

“It took me ages to examine this and to start questioning what was 
really going on. Do disabled people make crap art? Are there not that 
many people with a disability? The fact is 20 per cent of Aussies have 
a disability (nearly 4 million people) yet only 9 per cent of visual artists 
identify as having a disability so where is that other 11 per cent?”

Toughness Times Tightness can be described as an immersive 
installation constructed from two long, narrowing corridors. 
Participants will be invited to wheel themselves down the two 
corridors in manual wheelchairs provided by Bruno. 

“The work is inspired by me, as a wheelchair user, trying to fit through 
tight spaces in shops and public buildings that haven’t been designed 
or laid out with someone like me in mind,” Bruno said. 

“It’s also a bit of a reference to all the behind the scenes routes  
that people with different access needs are forced to take into our 
public buildings—I’ve seen the dirty underbelly of a lot of museums 
and galleries.”

5–21 Nov (Thurs–Sun) | 10am–6pm 
North Worrall Park, Fremantle | Free

For more information about Fremantle Biennale CROSSING 21, including the full program and exhibiting artists, visit fremantlebiennale.com.au

Clockwise on facing page: Moombaki by Ilona McGuire is presented as part of CROSSING 21 by the Fremantle Biennale. Img cr. Studio Drift, Art Basel Miami Beach
Bruno Booth, Toughness Times Tightness artist impressions (2021). Renders by Edward Hicks
Andrew Sunley Smith, Overload maquette (2020). Photo courtesy of the artist. 

Img cr. Duncan Wright Img cr. Duncan Wright Img cr. Keelan O’Hehir
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FRE-OH! SPRING 2021 // FILM FRIENDLY FREO

LIGHTS, CAMERA, FREO!

Why did you choose to make a film in 
Freo? Fremantle offers so much as a filming 
location. The city has so many varied urban 
looks and architecture, from city streets to 
different residential pockets.

Also, there’s water everywhere—river, beaches 
and the harbour. To have all of that so close 
to each other is just gold.

What it was like to make a film in your 
hometown? Filming in your hometown brings 
all kinds of good things. I kept running into 
people I knew and all sorts of unexpected 
people from my community kept turning up 
on set in costume as extras. All of our cast 
were staying in Fremantle, so everyone kept 
bumping into each other.

I love the Freo community and having a bit 
of that vibe as part of our production was 
terrific. I grew up on Leighton Beach, so 
personally it meant a lot to me to be shooting 
a feature film there.

What you think the future might hold for the 
film industry in Freo? I would love to see a 
future for Fremantle where a studio also had 

a production hub that included places for 
‘above the line’ the content creators—writers, 
directors and producers. This would help 
connections between local and international 
productions. Then there is the sense of 
community that continues whether the studio 
is in use at any one time or not.

A busy studio means workflow practice, craft 
and technologies continue to develop, and if 
local directors and producers can also access 
that close to home it means we can create 
studio-based, high-end product on home turf. 
Currently the gearing up is massive, or you 
have to leave town to access a big enough 
sound stage.

On How to Please a Woman our cast were 
accommodated in Fremantle, so having a 
situation where all your key creatives and 
cast are in town would be terrific. Often the 
reality for the cast is they turn up and start 
shooting without rehearsal and perhaps only 
the briefest of meetings with their co-stars, 
so creating community among your interstate 
and international cast actually has huge pay-
offs for what you get on screen.

Fremantle is positioning itself at the centre of WA’s burgeoning film industry with the help 
of the City’s Film Friendly Policy and the state government’s $100m commitment to build a 
state-of-the-art film studio in Victoria Quay. 

Freo local writer and director Renee Webster recently shot her debut feature ‘How to 
Please a Woman’ in her hometown and shares what she thinks about film-friendly Freo.
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// FILM FRIENDLY FREO

FILMED IN FREO

• How to Please a Woman (2021) Comedy 
drama starring Sally Phillips currently in 
production.

• I Met a Girl (2020) Romantic drama starring 
Brenton Thwaites now streaming on Netflix.

• Below (2020) Black comedy filmed at 
Fremantle Prison starring Anthony LaPaglia 
and Ryan Corr.

• Son of a Gun (2014) Prison break crime 
thriller starring Ewan McGregor, Brenton 
Thwaites and Alicia Vikander.

• Bran Nue Dae (2009) Film adaptation of the 
beloved Jimmy Chi musical starring Geoffrey 
Rush, Jessica Mauboy, Ernie Dingo, Dan 
Sultan and Missy Higgins. 

• Two Fists, One Heart (2008) Boxing drama 
based on the life of screenwriter Rai Fazio, 
starring Tim Minchin and Jessica Marais

• Last Train to Freo (2006) Thriller directed 
by Jeremy Sims and starring Steve Le 
Marquand.

• Thunderstruck (2004) Four AC/DC fans 
make a pilgrimage to the grave of Bon 
Scott, starring Stephen Curry and Sam 
Worthington. 

• Wind (1992) Based on the events of the 
America’s Cup defence in 1987, starring 
Matthew Modine, Jennifer Grey, Stellan 
Skarsgard and Jack Thompson.

Opposite: (top) How to Please a Woman Director Renee Webster and (bottom) on location at Leighton Beach.  
Above: On the set of I Met a Girl and an artist’s impression of the proposed Victoria Quay film studios.

FILM HUB A PERFECT FIT
The City of Fremantle has welcomed plans for a film studio to be built at Victoria 
Quay, saying it would be a terrific boost for the local economy and help reinforce 
the port city as WA’s ‘creative capital’.

Earlier this year the State Government announced $100 million in funding for the 
project which, while having its detractors, is another feather in the cap of Freo’s 
film friendly reputation.

 “Fremantle is a perfect destination for film makers because we’ve got a great mix 
of locations, including beautiful heritage buildings, funky shops and the river and 
the ocean,” Deputy Mayor Andrew Sullivan said.

“We need to find new ways to diversify and strengthen the local economy and the 
City has been actively encouraging opportunities to create a large scale studio and 
production hub because of the broad range of benefits it will bring.

“Our Film Friendly City Policy provides a supportive and welcoming environment 
for film makers wanting to shoot and produce movies or television shows and 
we pride ourselves on being a centre for the arts and creative industry. Freo is a 
perfect fit for a film studio and we look forward to working with all involved to help 
make this dream a reality.”
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FRE-OH! SPRING 2021 // SMALLER FOOTPRINTS

10 EASY WAYS TO  
LIVE A LOW WASTE LIFE 

If you’re reading this, you’re already on the 
journey towards low waste and sustainable 
living. We use the word ‘journey’ because it’s 
about continually learning and finding new 
ways to change your everyday habits.

1. Get to know FOGO  
Your Food Organics Garden Organics (FOGO) 
bins will help you separate your waste with 
the aim of improving recovery rates. Your lime 
green-lidded bin collects nutrient-rich food 
waste and garden waste to use as compost.

2. Pick up your free mulch  
Mulch for your verge can be collected (for 
free!) from the Fremantle Recycling Centre 
and is one of the easiest ways you can 
develop a water wise native garden.  
See page 21 for more info.

3. Switch to cloth nappies  
We offer a rebate of 50%—up to $150 per 
household—on the hire or purchase of 
modern cloth nappies. See page 20 for  
more info.

4. Drop by the Fremantle Recycling Centre  
Give a second life to your recyclables by 
dropping them off to the Fremantle Recycling 
Centre. You can also dispose of your 
household hazardous waste safely here as 
well. Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/frc for a list 
of accepted items.

5. Browse our Reuse Shop 
Uncover a bargain at the Reuse Shop at 
Fremantle Recycling Centre. Items up for sale 
include furniture, camping gear, surf boards, 
gardening equipment, toys, books, DVDs and 
musical instruments.

6. Collect your containers 
Earn 10 cents for every eligible container you 
hand in at our Containers for Change refund 
point or the bag drop at our Fremantle Oval 
Administration Centre. When dropping off, you 
have the choice of donating the funds to help 
the local community.

7. Sign up to the apps 
Download and sign up to the free 
ClimateClever and 1 Million Women apps. 
ClimateClever helps you calculate and track 
your carbon footprint. 1 Million Women gives 
you daily actions to cut carbon pollution.

8. Participate in Garage Sale Trail 
Host a garage sale at home or online to divert 
valuable resources from landfill and make or 
save some money in the process. The next 
Garage Sale Trail is on Saturday 13–Sunday 
14 and Saturday 20–Sunday 21 November.

9. Commit to Plastic Free July 
Take the challenge each July and refuse 
single-use plastics. You’ll be surprised at how 
much of our lives revolve around plastic and 
by taking the challenge you’ll find practical 
solutions and alternatives.

10. Continue your knowledge journey 
Keep an eye on  
fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson for upcoming 
workshops, demonstrations, events and 
seminars. Read Lindsay Miles’ insightful 
blogs and browse her upcoming talks and 
workshops at treadingmyownpath.com

WHAT’S ON

COMPOSTING AND WORM FARM 
WORKSHOP WITH HILTON HARVEST 
COMMUNITY GARDEN

Learn how to turn garden and food 
waste into nutrient-rich products for your 
garden through composting or worm 
farming. This workshop is aimed at adults 
however children are welcome and must 
be ticketed. Bring a water bottle and 
appropriate weather protection clothing 
including a hat, jacket and  
closed-in shoes. 

Sun 5 Sep | 9.30–11.30am 
FREE | Bookings required 
Hilton Harvest Community Garden, Hilton

SUSTAINABILITY IN ACTION  
WITH ECOBURBIA
Local gurus in sustainability Shani or Tim, 
will share their experience sustainably 
converting their home through technology 
and behavior change. From Hulbert St to 
Ecoburbia, learn practical ideas that you 
can put into practice in your own life.

Sat 16 Oct | 10am–12pm 
FREE | Bookings required 
North Fremantle Community Centre, 
North Fremantle

fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson

We’ve teamed up with low waste living guru Lindsay Miles from Treading 
My Own Path to give you 10 ways to live a low waste and sustainable life.

Clockwise: Lindsay Miles from Treading My Own 
Path, Garage Sale Trail sales and containers 
sorting at Fremantle Containers for Change.

14



CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// CHANGE MAKERS

MAKING CENTS MAKES SENSE

REGISTER FOR 
COLLECTION
Businesses, schools and community 
groups can request a Containers for 
Change collection bin. It’s free and not 
only will you save on recycling costs, you 
will also receive 10 cents for every eligible 
drink container collected. 

Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/
cfcregistration

Main: Alison, Daniel and Marie get their containers ready for drop off to raise funds for Save the Children. 

How important is it to take part in 
Containers for Change? It's a fantastic 
initiative. Some of us are old enough to 
remember when paper and cardboard would 
be taken to the depot for recycling, and scout 
halls had collection points for bottles and 
cans. I can remember many times taking my 
soda bottles to the local milkbar and getting 
5c for it. I'm glad we're creating these great 
habits all over again.

How has the uptake been from residents 
dropping off items? It has been embraced 
enthusiastically by our residents. We have a 
central location for all our bins, so it hasn't 
required much effort for people to notice the 
drop off point. 

How do you promote the collection points 
to residents? We rotate the message on a 
small whiteboard adjacent to the main car 
park staircase. We also distribute messages 
through our council minutes to owners.

Has the collection point changed any other 
habits? Yes, definitely! We've had ongoing 
issues here with people not properly washing 
out their recyclables and putting food waste 
in the yellow recycling bins, which was a 
source of enormous frustration to those in the 
building who really want to make a difference. 

When the bins arrived, notices were printed 
and stuck to them to remind people to wash 
their containers first. It's early days, but that 
seems to have had a fantastic impact on the 
overall effectiveness of all the bins.  
We're hopeful that as a community we've 
turned a corner and developed more 
sustainable habits.

Why did you choose Save the Children? It’s 
important to support charities and Containers 
for Change was a way for our residents to feel 
they were contributing. At a Council of Owners 
meeting, a resident said they felt it was a 
double win because their containers were 
being recycled and children would  
be benefiting.

It’s been a year since the launch of the successful state-wide Containers for Change scheme and since then, 
businesses, schools and community groups have raised their hands to collect containers to donate to charity. 
We chat to Amanda Marsh, chairperson for the Council of Owners at Fremantle Biscuit Factory Apartments, 
who has set up a collection point with residents to raise money for Save the Children.

15



FRE-OH! SPRING 2021 // READ ON FOR STACKS OF FUN

BOOKSTORES HAVE 
STORIES GALORE

As a city with a rich history and famed for its creativity and 
rebellious spirit, it’s no surprise that Freo is home to some of 
Perth’s best independent bookshops.

NEW EDITION BOOKSHOP 
41 HIGH STREET, FREMANTLE 

From humble beginnings in a small shop on the Cappuccino Strip 30 years 
ago, New Edition Bookshop is now happily ensconced in the old Union Stores 
building on the corner of High and Henry Streets in the West End.

Open til late seven days a week, this Fremantle institution is a favourite place 
to while away a few hours browsing the extensive selection across all genres.

ELIZABETH’S BOOKSHOPS 
8 SOUTH TERRACE AND QUEEN VICTORIA STREET 

Elizabeth’s Bookshops—where they buy, sell and exchange vintage, second 
hand and discounted new books—have been family-owned Western Australian 
bookshops since 1973.

There are two Elizabeth’s stores in Freo: one in the heart of the Cappuccino 
Strip and the Queen Victoria Street warehouse.

Elizabeth’s is also the home of the original Blind Date with a Book—a hand-
wrapped new book tagged with intriguing clues alluding to the mystery title inside. 
Proof that you should never judge a book by its cover!
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// READ ON FOR STACKS OF FUN

PAPER BIRD 
42 HENRY STREET, FREMANTLE

WA’s most magical children’s bookshop is tucked away in a delightful 
heritage building on Henry Street in the West End.

In addition to the finely curated collection of children’s books 
showcasing Australian writers and illustrators, including the most 
comprehensive Indigenous Australian children’s book selection in  
the country, Paper Bird also offers book clubs, art workshops and 
story times.

And don’t forget to head upstairs to the beautiful Paper Bird Gallery.

BILL CAMPBELL BOOKS 
48 HIGH STREET, FREMANTLE

It’s easy to lose yourself in this charming and atmospheric bookshop 
on High Street.

The wooden shelves are packed from floor to ceiling with titles ranging 
from classic literature to science fiction, crime and non-fiction of all 
kinds, as well as a great maritime, gardening and local history section.

While predominantly a shop selling secondhand books, there is also 
a fairly deep stock of older and more collectable books—children's, 
penguins, art books, Australian history and an extensive  
Indigenous section.

THE CHART AND MAP SHOP  
70 HIGH STREET, FREMANTLE 

Whether you’re looking for a world atlas, 4WD and camping guide 
or an old-fashioned street directory, chances are you’ll find it at The 
Chart and Map Shop on High Street.

They also have a huge selection of travel guides and boating  
books, as well as maps, globes, flags and gifts and gadgets for  
every adventurer.

COMPENDIUM DESIGN STORE 
49A HIGH STREET, FREMANTLE

As well as their concisely curated collection of designer gifts, watches, 
stationery and accessories, Compendium Design Store also boasts 
a tasty selection of design books, magazines and guidebooks for the 
sophisticated traveller.

They also specialise in official classic The Adventures of Tintin 
collectables, posters and books.

FOUND  
AT FREMANTLE ARTS CENTRE  
1 FINNERTY STREET, FREMANTLE

FOUND at Fremantle Arts Centre has a great range of books. 

Continuing the store’s ethos of showcasing the best locally made 
products, there’s a generous selection of books by Western Australian 
authors, including titles from Fremantle Press and UWA Publishing. 

FOUND specialises in art books but also carries great titles relating 
to Fremantle history, design, architecture, local fiction, cooking, 
magazines and children’s books. 

Open seven days 9am–5pm, pop into Fremantle Arts Centre to browse 
the full range, with an ever-expanding list of titles also available on 
FOUND’s online store shop.fac.org.au.

Clockwise from far left: New Edition Bookshop, Compendium 
Design Store, Bill Campbell Books, Found at Fremantle Arts Centre 
and Elizabeth’s Bookshops.



FRE-OH! SPRING 2021 // WALYALUP CIVIC CENTRE

Fremantle Town Hall has been one of the city’s most 
beloved icons ever since it first opened in 1887. Now the 
Walyalup Civic Centre is set to breathe new life into 
one of Fremantle’s old treasures.
Walyalup Civic Centre in Walyalup Koort (formerly Kings Square) has often 
been referred to as Fremantle’s ‘heritage of the future’, but one of its key 
benefits will be the reactivation of one of the most important monuments 
of the city’s past.

Unlike the City of Fremantle’s old administration building, which was 
demolished in 2018, the Walyalup Civic Centre has been specifically 
designed to integrate with the 134-year-old Fremantle Town Hall.

City of Fremantle Heritage Coordinator Gena Binet says the improved 
connection will greatly enhance both buildings.

“When the City’s old Civic Administration Building and Exhibition Hall 
was built in 1965 it effectively turned its back on the Town Hall,” Ms 
Binet said.

“There was no real connection between the two buildings, the floor 
levels were at different heights and important facilities such as toilets 
and service areas for the Town Hall were demolished.

“The civic building basically duplicated the function of the Town Hall 
and made it redundant, so the hall gradually fell into disrepair from 
lack of use.

“The new Walyalup Civic Centre will share the same floor level and 
geometry as the Town Hall, which will allow for original elements 
and configurations in the Town Hall to be reinstated, including the 
auditorium and gallery doors and the raked seating in the gallery. It’ll 
also provide the opportunity to activate the Town Hall’s spacious but 
under-utilised upper floors.”

As well as being physically better connected, the Walyalup Civic Centre 
and the Town Hall will also share their facilities.

Town Hall patrons will have access to the Civic Centre’s toilets, the 
centre’s elevators will provide disability access to the Town Hall’s 
upper floor and the Civic Centre’s impressive entry foyer will serve as 
a breakout space for events and functions in the hall’s auditorium.

One of the features that makes the foyer so impressive is the 
incorporation of the Town Hall’s rear limestone ‘heritage’ wall, 
which was carefully monitored, protected and conserved during the 
construction of the Walyalup Civic Centre.

“It’s another example of how the Walyalup Civic Centre will allow more 
people to use and enjoy the Town Hall and ensure the Town Hall is 
preserved for future generations,” Ms Binet said.

The Town Hall has been closed during construction of the Walyalup 
Civic Centre for upgrades and is expected to be available for 
community use again later this year.

BREATHING NEW LIFE INTO 
OUR TOWN HALL
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CELEBRATING THE CITY OF FREMANTLE// WALYALUP KOORT

The family and comrades of Second 
World War hero and former WA 
Governor Sir Hughie Edwards have 
given their stamp of approval to the 
new location of the statue created 
in his honour.
The life-size bronze sculpture, originally 
unveiled in 2002, was removed from 
Fremantle’s Walyalup Koort in November to 
ensure it wasn’t damaged during construction 
of the new playground.

Last month the statue was returned but 
in a more prominent location and better 
integrated into the landscape.

Sir Hughie’s 99-year-old brother Jack 
Edwards, who paid a visit to the site soon 
after the statue’s re-installation, said his 
older sibling would be pleased with his prime 
position in Fremantle’s new civic heart. 

“He was a proud Fremantle boy, played seven 
league games with South Fremantle before 
he went overseas, and he knew a hell of a lot 
of people in Fremantle,” Mr Edwards said.

“He wouldn’t be embarrassed about it I don’t 
think, but then again he didn’t like a lot of fuss.

“Personally I’m amazed and happy about 
it—it’s beautiful. I think he deserved it, and 

SIR HUGHIE TAKES PRIDE OF 
PLACE IN WALYALUP KOORT

I think a lot of people in Fremantle who he 
knew would be very proud.”

Doug Arrowsmith, who was pilot under Sir 
Hughie’s command in 1944 and 1945, said 
the statue perfectly captured Sir Hughie’s 
character and leadership.

“They’ve done extremely well, the sculptors. 
It’s a real top-class job, and I’m very pleased 
to see that it’s been placed in a really good 
position in the square,” Mr Arrowsmith said.

“It’s hard to describe, but he had something 
about him. I don’t know what it was, but we 
all looked up to him and he was someone 
who gave us leadership and inspiration.

“Over the whole of Bomber Command he was 
one of the best, even though he wasn’t very 
good at landing!”

Artist Andrew Kay said the statue’s new 
location meant it was now positioned as he 
intended when it was first created in 2002.

“It was tucked under a tree where it was 
before and that wasn’t so good,” Mr Kay said.

“When I made the sculpture the idea was that 
he was looking up into the sky waiting for the 
other crews to come in from their missions.

“He was responsible for a lot of men and a lot 
of crews, so I tried to put that responsibility 
into the sculpture.

“Now he’s looking out into the open sky 
and, particularly with the stone and the 
architecture of the church in the background, 
I think it fits in very well.”

Air Vice Marshal Hughie Idwal Edwards 
was awarded the Victoria Cross in 1941 
for leading a daring daylight bombing raid 
against the German port of Bremen.

He was born in Fremantle on 1 August 1914 
and was educated at White Gum Valley State 
School and Fremantle Boys’ School before he 
was forced to leave school at age 14.

Sir Hughie was appointed Governor of 
Western Australia on 7 January 1974, but 
ill health forced him to resign his vice-regal 
appointment on 2 April 1975. He died in 
1982, aged 68.

Left: Sir Hughie’s brother Jack Edwards (left) 
and flying comrade Doug Arrowsmith inspect the 
statue’s new location.

Right: Sir Hughie with former Prime Minister John 
Curtin, another Fremantle luminary honoured with 
a statue in Walyalup Koort.
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FRE-OH! SPRING 2021 // CHANGE CHAMPIONS

CHANGING THE WAY WE DO 
NAPPIES

A child will use around 4,000 nappies before 
making the leap to the next phase of toilet 
training—that’s a cost of about $3,500 and 
20 household bins full of single-use plastic 
that will take around 500 years to break down 
in landfill.

Fortunately for our environment and hip 
pockets, a new kind of nappy has taken over: 
the modern cloth nappy. If you’re suddenly 
having flashbacks to terry towels and giant 
safety pins, think again. Baby bums have 
gone designer, sporting the most stunning 
styles and designs across a range of  
versatile materials. 

Thanks to funding provided by the Waste 
Authority, residents are eligible to claim a 
rebate of 50% of up to $150 per household 
on the hire or purchase of modern  
cloth nappies. 

Claiming the rebate is easy: simply register 
to attend a Nappy Guru workshop within 
six months of applying for the rebate. You 
will learn about the different styles of cloth 
nappies on the market, the best fabrics to use 
on your baby’s skin, the size range that you’ll 
get out of each nappy and how to care for 
your nappies to get the most out of them. You 
can then either purchase the nappies from 
any Australian supplier that holds an ABN, or 
hire the nappies through The Nappy Guru.

The new style of cloth nappy is not just 
environmentally friendly, they’re made to last 
which means families can buy once and use 

again, and again, and again. Visit  
fremantle.wa.gov.au/nappyrebate to apply.

MEET THE NAPPY GURU

Kam Andrews is Western Australia’s own 
reusable cloth nappy advocate and hire 
service. As a mum of two, Kam looked to 
cloth nappies for her youngest child when 
money became tight and fell in love with the 
design and the incredibly soft fabrics for her 
newborn baby.

“I hired a newborn kit through a nappy library, 
and it arrived on the same day Saji came 
into this world,” said Kam. “My hubby and 
I loved these tiny little nappies, the prints 
were gorgeous, and fabric was so soft. I was 
hooked.”

By the time Saji was nine weeks old, Kam 
says she was completely confident with using 
cloth nappies full-time.

Kam believes in being the change you want 
to see in the world and in 2019, The Nappy 
Guru workshops were created to help parents 
transition smoothly to cloth nappies. Her 
website also includes a collection of unique 
and gorgeous nappies to purchase or to hire. 

Kam was recently nominated in the 
Ausmumpreneur Awards and was 
commended at the Waste Sorted Awards for 
the Community Waste Award.

NAPPY GURU 
WORKSHOPS

Tuesday 14 September | 11am–1pm 
East Fremantle Lawn Tennis Club

Tuesday 26 October | 10am–12pm 
North Fremantle Community Centre

Tuesday 22 November | 10am–12pm 
Piney Lakes Environmental Centre

Tuesday 7 December | 12–2pm 
Samson Recreation Centre

Tuesday 22 February, 10am–12pm | 
North Fremantle Community Centre

Tuesday 15 March | 11am–1pm 
East Fremantle Lawn Tennis Club

Wednesday 27 April | 12–2pm 
Fremantle PCYC

Tuesday 21 June | 10am–12pm 
North Fremantle Community Centre

To register, visit  
fremantle.wa.gov.au/nappyrebate

Above: Nappy Guru Kam Andrews with son Saji.
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THE BIRDS AND THE BEES

PARADISE ON PARMELIA

On the corner of Parmelia Street and Lloyd 
Street in South Fremantle sits the verge 
garden paradise of Richard Hobbs and  
Gillian Henderson.

Before it was established in 2017, it was an 
ordinary verge—an indistinctive land of drab 
and desolate purlieu for local birds, lizards 
and insects.

Today, it’s a lively feature of the 
neighbourhood, overflowing with beautiful 
native coastal plants enjoyed by a variety of 
local birds such as Carnaby’s black cockatoos 
and honeyeaters. 

The garden is a mix of foliage types and 
colours, various grevilleas and melaleucas, a 
number of ground covers to fill in the spaces 
between the larger shrubs, and then some 
kangaroo paws and everlastings.

CREATE YOUR OWN 
SUSTAINABLE  
VERGE GARDEN 

Verges are an important piece of land: 
they assist with urban cooling and provide 
an opportunity to create native and 
edible gardens for wildlife as well as the 
community to enjoy. 

Developing and maintaining a verge 
garden is the perfect way to complement 
your house and street and it’s not as 
hard as you think. Follow our online 
Creating your verge garden guide for 
helpful tips on planning, installation and 
maintenance of your new haven.

As a City of Fremantle resident, you can 
also request a free street tree as well 
as collect free mulch from Fremantle 
Recycling Centre. Visit  
fremantle.wa.gov.au/residentperks

With the City keen to encourage greener nature strips, residents are trading in the lawn mower and 
transforming their verges into a creative oasis that promotes biodiversity corridors within our streetscapes.

HILTON’S CHARMING  
BUSH CORRIDOR

Holmes Place in Hilton features the famous 
‘bush corridor’ by Maxine Tomlin and son 
Dylan—a 40m long verge garden inspiration.

Driven by a passion to give back to the 
native environment, Maxine and Dylan 
have successfully transformed a dull and 
uninteresting section of the street into a 
beautiful and pleasurable experience for 
people wandering through.

The verge garden on Maxine’s side is made 
up of an eclectic selection of plants that have 
mostly been sourced from Apace Nursery 
in North Fremantle. Dylan’s side features 
hakeas, grevilleas and melaleucas. He also 
planted species that feed the birds that nest 
in their birdboxes.

It’s been gratifying for Maxine and Dylan to 
watch the plants change and grow as well 
as witness native bees, lizards, honeyeaters, 
wattlebirds and other feathered species make 
a home within the thriving habitat.

Above left: Husband and wife team Richard 
Hobbs and Gillian Henderson. Right: Maxine 
Tomlin and son Dylan.
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RENEWAL THE FOCUS  
OF CITY BUDGET

Renewal of community assets and suburban infrastructure is the 
focus of the new City budget with just over $100 million in operating 
and capital expenditure for the coming financial year, including a 
significant redirection of funds to roads, parks, beach assets and 
sporting facilities.

After a period of major transformation in the city centre and some 
significant conservation of heritage buildings, this year’s budget is 
aimed at the suburbs.

“Over the past decade we’ve seen the revitalisation of central 
Fremantle and the construction of major new assets for the City 
such as the Walyalup Civic Centre and Fremantle Park Sport and 
Community Centre,” Deputy Mayor Andrew Sullivan said.

“Many of our most cherished heritage buildings have also enjoyed 
significant conservation works, including the Fremantle Town Hall, 
Victoria Hall, The Old Boys School and ongoing works at the  
Fremantle Arts Centre.

“With those projects either finalised or close to completion we’ve now 
turned our attention in this budget to consolidating and renewing our 
existing assets.

“There is a strong focus on investing in upgrading and maintaining 
community facilities at our beaches, parks and playgrounds that our 
residents and ratepayers use every day.

“This includes things like an initial $270,000 commitment to start 
the process of replacing the changerooms, toilets and café at 
South Beach; $760,000 to build the new mountain bike trails in 
Booyeembara Park; an additional $450,000 to increase the size of 
the community spaces in the Booyeembara community centre and a 
$1.1 million contribution to underground power in Hilton.

“Of course, we’re still investing in heritage, including $2.2 million 
towards important restoration works at Fremantle Markets, $200,000 
for the Fremantle Education Centre and $30,000 to restore a number 
of heritage walls at places like Arthur Head and Monument Hill.”
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The 2021–22 annual budget included a general rate increase of 3.95 
per cent, slightly higher than WALGA’s Local Government Cost Index of 
3.2 per cent.

Acting Chief Executive Officer Glen Dougall said while nobody liked the 
idea of increased rates, the increase would accelerate the growth in 
funding for operations and asset renewal in line with the City’s  
long-term financial plan and to keep apace with the expectations of 
our community.  

“Fremantle has become increasingly popular as a place to live and 
work and we need to invest in maintaining the services and facilities 
that residents value and enjoy as we enter the post COVID era,” Mr 
Dougall said.

“This year’s budget represents the beginning of a three to five-year 
journey, as part of our long-term financial plan, to really invest back 
into our suburbs and ensure all our residents have access to the type 
of facilities and services, events and activities that make Fremantle 
such a fantastic and vibrant city.”

BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS

• Fremantle Markets $2.2 million

• Roads/footpaths/bike infrastructure $2.5 million

• Hilton underground power contribution (selected areas) 
$1.1 million

• Renewal of sporting facilities $950,000  

• Booyeembara Park Mountain Bike Trails $760,000

• Renewal of suburban parks $707,000

• Beach infrastructure (including South Beach toilets project 
initiation) $625,000

• Fremantle Golf Course club house and community centre 
$450,000

BEACHES TO BENEFIT

An allocation of funds towards new changerooms and toilets at 
South Beach is just one of the projects to improve facilities at 
Fremantle beaches included in the 2021–22 annual budget.

The budget includes an allocation of $150,000 to initiate the 
design of the new changerooms, while a further $120,000 has 
been set aside to provide temporary toilets while the new facilities 
are under construction.

The improvements to facilities at Fremantle’s beaches represent 
an investment in some of the City’s most important assets.

Fremantle is blessed to have some of the state’s best beaches 
right on our doorstep. Where else in the world could you be 
exploring a vibrant and historic inner city one minute and then 
watching the sunset at a beautiful beach the next?

Other budget allocations for improvements at South Beach 
include $25,000 to install new solar lighting in the car park.

A further $10,000 has been allocated to works to slow traffic and 
improve road safety at Leighton Beach, while $100,000 will go 
towards refurbishing the public toilets and expanding parking at 
Port Beach.

The City is also working with Fremantle Ports and the Department 
of Transport to progress the Port Beach sand nourishment project 
using $3.25 million in state government funding.
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A DAY IN THE LIFE:
JAYNE CLEAVE, 
LIBRARY MANAGER

With the Walyalup Civic Centre on the cusp of completion, the final 
pages of the Fremantle Library era at Fremantle Oval is drawing to 
an end.

A captivating odyssey back to its home at Walyalup Koort awaits and we 
invite you to join Library Manager Jayne Cleave for the climax of the Freo 
Oval tale and preview to its epic new chapter.

It’s unusual operating out of the Fremantle Dockers’ former weight 
training room but the library finds a way to do it.

“It’s definitely a unique environment, which has its challenges. But 
we’ve been able to continue providing access to information and 
services that our residents and visitors look for and need,” Jayne said.

“From pursuing self-education, socialising, enhancing job prospects and 
expressing themselves creatively; our core job remains the same which 
is to help guide people on their journey of learning.”

Library staff play a critical role listening to your needs which helps them 
find the best tools for you to reach that information. Traditionally it was 
via books, and while still important, books are now just part of many 
different services available.

Modern services include e-resource access to ebooks and audiobooks, 
book clubs, films, magazines, educational games and activities and 
Ancestry for family history.

The Fremantle History Centre, located within the library, is your 
source of historical information on the local area. Browse through rate 
books, biographical files, newspapers, council minutes and agendas, 
publications, maps and plans.

Over 55s can relax at Wanjoo Welcome Lounge and chat with other 
visitors while younger members enjoy a variety of youth programs and 
activities including our famous LibraryCraft program, CoderDojo and 
study spaces (equipped with powerpoints and a chargebar for devices).

The library is constantly evolving with the needs of the community and 
Jayne’s vision is to let you guide its future.

“We’re trialing some new programs at Fremantle Oval and if we get 
a lot of interest, we can look into expanding them or running similar 
programs” she said.

“One example is our new Dungeons and Dragons program which we’re 
running until September. If successful, we’d like to make it a permanent 
fixture at the new Walyalup Koort location.”

Speaking of Walyalup Koort, excitement continues to grow with the final 
touches being added to your new library! 

One of the exciting new and modern features is a technological 
experience to expand self-service and learning (including a 65inch 
interactive touch screen in the history centre).

The larger space in the light and bright new library and civic centre also 
allows for a wider collection of physical resources—in fact, the library 
has an additional 2,500 items ready for launch!

There will also be longer operating hours and more programs, giving you 
flexibility and a wider variety of ways for you to pursue your interests.

It’s an exciting time for our beloved library, now in its 71st year, and we 
look forward to joining you as we see out its Fremantle Oval chapter and 
begin a new one at Walyalup Koort.

Visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/library for more info.

LIBRARY HOURS (FREMANTLE OVAL LOCATION)

Monday to Thursday: 9am–6pm 
Friday: 9am–5pm 
Saturday: 9am–1pm 
Sunday: 11am–3pm
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Following on from the blockbuster 
2018 kids’ exhibition Animaze, 
Fremantle Arts Centre presents an 
even bigger and more colourful 
creative experience for kids with 
Hundreds and Thousands. We 
spoke to one of the exhibition 
artists and Fremantle local Rachel 
Riggs about her work and some of 
the surprises she has in store for 
audiences! 
Can you tell us about yourself, and your 
connection to Fremantle? I’m a multimedia 
artist exploring the superimposition of 
discarded fragments, amplified by reclaiming 
what nature and humankind discard. By 
drawing on my background in puppetry and 
children’s theatre, I create story with visual 
art works in mixed media. Derived from 
fairy tale imagery, folklore, animism and 
spirit of place, my work is created within the 
liminal space, instinctive and collaborative. 
Using traditional creative methods fused 
with contemporary practice, I develop and 
facilitate educational and family engagement 
arts programs in theatres, art centres, 
community places, museums, schools and  
art galleries. 

I was drawn to live in Fremantle, since I came 
to live in Western Australia from the UK 10 
years ago, as it is a city of artists, and I love 
the spirit of the place and the communities 
here. The past few years, I’ve been very active 
with the SHAC artist community at WGV 
Eco Village, developing art programs with 
residents, emerging artists and families. 

How is your artist residency at Fremantle 
Arts Centre going? I absolutely love going 
into the building every day to my own studio! 
I’m creating new work for exhibitions and 
I have the space to explore. There are 
awesome artists to meet everywhere and I’m 
able to experiment with all my collected mixed 

// WHAT’S ON

media—using scrap metals, vintage papers, 
shadows and acrylic paint to combine into 
sculpture, collage and installations. I’m very 
grateful to be practicing there as an artist in 
the current times. 

How did you become involved in the 
Hundreds and Thousands exhibition? As 
an early years’ creative specialist, I was 
asked to propose some ideas for young 
children’s sensory and immersive interactive 
art installations, and these are now in 
development for the new exhibition. I’ve 
created and coordinated interactive arts 
programs for young children previously at 
the State Library of WA, AWESOME Festival, 
REmida and the Art Gallery of WA. 

Describe the pieces you’re creating for 
the exhibition? We hear there is a tissue 
paper secret garden and a shadow 
puppet installation with vivid multi-colour 
projections! There’s going to be lots of 
surprises! Local primary school children are 
contributing to a new, unique collaborative 
artwork made by them for them. The tissue 
paper secret garden is a tactile, immersive 
and vibrant space, where kids can make 
flowers, animals, and people, tell stories 
with their imaginative creations and add to 
the fairy tale world, in scheduled workshop 
sessions. The Red Room shadow play 
installation is a silhouette display of animal 
shapes and scenery of red fire, trees and 
nature in a multi coloured world of light 
and dark. Visitors can interact with shadow 
puppets and scenery or attend shadow play 
workshops. 

What are you most looking forward to 
about the exhibition? I’m so excited about 
how families will be able to engage in the 
Fremantle Arts Centre galleries, look at the 
world of colour and how artists will bring 
stories and ideas to life with their unique 
artistry. The multi-sensory installations will 
ensure all children will be able to interact at 
their own level.

HUNDREDS AND 
THOUSANDS 

EXHIBITION RUNS SATURDAY 20 
NOVEMBER–SUNDAY 23 JANUARY 

Hundreds and Thousands will transform 
Fremantle Arts Centre’s galleries and 
grounds into colour-filled worlds, with 
vibrant interactive artworks created and 
displayed specifically for children and 
their families to enjoy. 

Across a spectrum of colour-themed 
spaces, Hundreds and Thousands will 
create rich sensory experiences for 
kids of all ages, including kinetic colour 
machines to explore, giant golden soft 
sculptures to touch, cool blue optical 
illusions and mysterious multi-coloured 
dimensions. 

Pick up a colour passport and follow the 
chromatic trails through artworks, play 
spaces and all-access activities, created 
by more than 40 artists. 

Hundreds and Thousands is a Neighbour 
to Neighbour initiative.

COLOUR 
EXPLOSION  
COMING Fremantle artist Rachel Riggs
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WHAT’S ON October to December

LADIES NETBALL
Samson Recreation Centre 

Come down to Samson and enjoy our friendly 
netball competition. Bring a team or leave 
your name and we will do our best to find a 
team for you. All skill levels welcome.
Every Mon & Wed | From 6.20pm 
Every Thu | From 9.15am  
(school term only & creche available)  
$56 per team/game (+ registration) 
Bookings required | Call 9432 9992
Fitness & Wellbeing

SAMSON INCLUSION PROGRAM
Samson Recreation Centre 

This program aims to assist and support 
individuals with a disability to access 
mainstream sport or recreation clubs in their 
local area and is supported and run by the 
Fremantle Table Tennis Club.  
Every Wed (school term only) | 9.30–11.30am 
$5 per session | Bookings required  
Call 0421 499 027 or 9432 9992
Fitness & Wellbeing Access & Inclusion

SENIORS BADMINTON
Samson Recreation Centre 

For over 55s: Join this all-inclusive 
badminton class to get fit and 
connect with new people.  
Every Mon & Wed | 12.30–2.30pm 
$7.50 per session, $67.50 for 10 sessions 
Bookings required | Call 9432 9992
Fitness & Wellbeing Over 55s

HATHA YOGA
Samson Recreation Centre 

Hatha Yoga is the gentle practice of physical 
postures, breathing and meditation with the 
goal of bringing about a sound, healthy body 
and a clear, peaceful mind. All levels and 
ages welcome. No class: public holidays. 
Every Mon | 10–11am  
$12.70 per session  
Bookings required | Call 9432 9992
Fitness & Wellbeing

Social Groups 
JOIN ANYTIME

GENTLE FLOW YOGA
Sullivan Hall

Come and try for over 55s: This 
gentle flow class will help you gain 
flexibility, balance and focus. The poses are 
modified to suit anyone. BYO exercise mat, a 
light blanket, a pillow and water bottle.
Every Mon | 6–7pm 
Free | Bookings required 
Over 55s Fitness & Wellbeing

CHAIR YOGA 
Sullivan Hall

Come and try for over 55s: Enjoy 
the benefits of yoga in a gentle 
class that’s accessible to everyone. Practice 
seated poses to help benefit your mobility, 
flexibility and relaxation, with the chair 
providing you more support.
Every Wed | 9.30–10.30am 
Free | Bookings required
Over 55s Fitness & Wellbeing 

WANJOO WELCOME 
LOUNGE
Wanjoo Lounge, Fremantle Library

Welcome to our community ‘drop in’ 
space for the over 55s. Run by volunteers,
everyone is welcome to come in for a cuppa, 
have a chat, read the paper and make some
new friends. 
Mon–Fri | 9am–3pm | Free
Over 55s Access & Inclusion 

WANJOO WANDERERS  
WALKING GROUP
Wanjoo Lounge, Fremantle Library

Join this social group for some low-
impact exercise and a coffee! Members of the 
group prefer the term ‘wandering’, while they 
socialise and see new things (which you can’t 
do at a fast pace!). 
Every Wed | 9.30–11am | Free
Over 55s Fitness & Wellbeing 

TEXTILE THURSDAY
Wanjoo Lounge, Fremantle Library 

Join the ladies in making bags, 
face masks and other products for 
our community. Donations of clean cotton 
materials are always welcome. 
Every Thu | 9.30–11.30am | Free
Over 55s Arts & Creatives 

OVER 55s 1-ON-1 TECH HELP
Wanjoo Lounge, Fremantle Library 

If you want help to learn how to use 
your laptop, iPad or mobile phone, 
come along and bring your charged device.
Every Tue, Wed & Sat | 9.30–11am | Free
Over 55s Life Skills Access & Inclusion 

TIME OUT TO QUILT
The Meeting Place

Become a Cosy Quilter. Bring your quilting, 
sewing machine and fabric. This is a social 
group that is also open to those who enjoy 
sewing, embroidery, knitting or crochet. All 
abilities welcome. 
Every Fri | 10am–12pm 
$13/quarter | Bookings required
Arts & Creatives Life Skills

I SPY QUILTS
The Meeting Place

Join this dedicated group of quilters to make 
a quilt for children in foster care.
Fri fortnightly | 9am–12pm 
$13/quarter | Bookings required
Arts & Creatives Access & Inclusion

FREO SOCIAL WALKERS
The Meeting Place

Join our jolly group for a gentle 
stroll through the iconic streets of 
Fremantle then partake in a beverage and a 
chat at one of our many local coffee shops. 
We also come together for fun lunches, 
cinema outings and celebrations.
Every Tue | 7.30–9am | Free
Over 55s Fitness & Wellbeing

KNITTING & CROCHET CIRCLE
The Meeting Place

Join this passionate group of knitters 
and crocheters to make rugs for Kids in 
Wheelchairs Inc.
Every Tue | 9.30–11.30am 
Free | Bookings required 
Life Skills Arts & Creatives Access & Inclusion

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 
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BOOK AT fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson or in person at Fremantle Library / The Meeting Place 
VIEW OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES Fremantle Arts Centre fac.org.au and Fremantle Leisure Centre fremantle.wa.org.au/flc 
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES HOSTED BY LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS AND SPORTING CLUBS, visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/directory

REMAKE 6160
The Meeting Place

Handcrafted boomerang bags and bunting 
are helping people make the switch to plastic-
free living. This volunteer-run sewing group 
connects those who are keen to be crafty 
while helping the environment.
Every Tue | 12–3pm | Free 
Sustainability Life Skills

PANCAKE BANTER
The Meeting Place

Join us for Fremantle’s longest-running 
pancake morning tea and meandering 
conversations about everything from 
dungeons and dragons to the latest Netflix 
shows and the trichloramine content in the 
local pool. Pancake Banter is often followed 
by obscure and outlandish board games. 
Please note that we are an inclusive event 
and expect respect and open-mindedness. 
Under 18s must be accompanied.
Every Wed | 11am–12pm | Free 
Access & Inclusion Life Skills Young People

SOUTH FREO BUB HUB
The Meeting Place

Families with children aged 0–5 years are 
welcome to share in discovery, fun and 
friendship! Kids enjoy toys, a sandpit, messy 
play, crafts, painting, books and singing; while 
parents and carers can enjoy a cuppa and 
share the journey of caring for small children. 
Every Mon 11 Oct–13 Dec | 9.30–11.30am 
Two free trial days, $35 per term | Email 
southfreobubhub@gmail.com 
Kids Life Skills Access & Inclusion

RHYME TIME
Fremantle Library

For ages 0–2: Come and learn new rhymes 
and songs in an interactive session your baby 
will love. Enjoy sharing books, meeting and 
talking with new friends.
Every Tue 12 Oct–14 Dec 
9.30–10am | Free
Kids Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion

LEGO CLUB
Fremantle PCYC

Afterschool kids LEGO club. Join in the fun 
of create, construct and challenges. Develop 
your minds with STEAM, problem solving and 
social skills. For all ages. Does not run during 
school holidays. 
Every Tue 12 Oct–14 Dec 
3.30–4.30pm | Free
Kids Access & Inclusion

BUSTER–WEDNESDAY 
Fremantle Arts Centre

For ages 0–5: Free, multi-sensory, hands-on, 
active and child-centred program that offers 
creative and fun opportunities for families to 
learn and play together.
Every Wed 13 Oct–15 Dec | 9.30–11.30am 
Free
Kids Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion

STORY TIME
Fremantle Library

For ages 2–5: Come and learn new stories, 
rhymes and songs in an interactive session 
your child will love. Enjoy reading books, 
meeting and talking with new friends.
Every Thu 14 Oct–16 Dec 
9.30–10.30am | Free 
Kids Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion

KIDS SEWING CLUB
Fremantle PCYC

Basic introduction to hand sewing for kids to 
enjoy within a small group. Come and try out 
your skills on easy-to-make projects. Max of 
10 per session. Does not run during school 
holidays.
Thu fortnightly 14 Oct–9 Dec | 3.15–4.15pm 
Free, bookings required | Email  
louised@fremantle.wa.gov.au 
Kids Life Skills Arts & Creatives

BUSTER–FRIDAY
Fremantle PCYC

For ages 0–5: Free, multi-sensory, hands-on, 
active and child-centred program that offers 
creative and fun opportunities for families to 
learn and play together.
Every Fri 15 Oct–17 Dec | 9.30–11.30am | Free 
Kids Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion

BOOK BUG CLUB
Freo Toy Library

Reading is fun! Kids are invited to join our 
junior book club. They will select a book with 
their parent/guardian, take home an activity 
sheet and read at their own pace. For ages 4+.
Freo Toy Library opening hours | Free
Kids Life Skills

Buster It’s All About Play (various locations)

EVERY 

WED AND FRI
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TOGETHER AGAIN CAFÉ 
Fremantle Park Sport &  
Community Centre

This is a free social outing, complete 
with morning tea and live entertainment. If 
you’re over 55 or feel socially isolated come 
along and bring a friend.
Wed 27 Oct, 24 Nov | 10.30–11.45am 
Free | Bookings required 
Over 55s Access & Inclusion Festivals & Events

CARPET BOWLS 
Fremantle Park Sport &  
Community Centre

Come and try for over 55s: Enjoy 
playing bowls all year round on carpet inside 
the centre. Bring your own lunch. Tea and 
coffee provided.
Every Wed | 11.30am–2.30pm | Free 
Over 55s Fitness & Wellbeing 

FROM FRI 

1 OCT
Creating Art with Nature

NOW TIL SUN 

7 NOV
Curiosity and Rituals of the Everyday

TAX HELP
The Meeting Place

Do you need help lodging your tax return? You 
may be eligible for Tax Help, a program run by 
the Australian Taxation Office, if your income 
is $60,000 or less for the past financial year. 
A trained and accredited community volunteer 
will provide a free and confidential service to 
help complete your tax return online.
On now until Fri 29 Oct 
Check website for times 
Free | Bookings required 
Life Skills 

CURIOSITY AND RITUALS OF  
THE EVERYDAY
Fremantle Arts Centre 

The Indian Ocean Craft Triennial (IOTA) is a 
new festival that celebrates the traditions 
and rituals of contemporary craft, bringing 
together makers, artists and crafted works 
from countries around the Indian Ocean Rim. 
IOTA’s inaugural exhibition, Curiosity and 
Rituals of the Everyday, presents the work 
of 37 artists across two venues: Fremantle 
Arts Centre and John Curtin Gallery. From the 
exquisitely detailed textiles and embroidery 
works of Jakkai Siributr (Thailand) to the 
painted carpentry of Ishan Khosla (India) 
and his team of artisans, the exhibition will 
showcase strikingly modern installations and 
stories of our time that are firmly planted in 
craft traditions. 
On now until Sun 7 Nov | 10am–5pm 
Free | Visit indianoceancrafttriennial.com 
Festivals & Events Arts & Creatives 

SUNDAY MUSIC
Fremantle Arts Centre

Sunday Music is Fremantle Arts Centre’s free 
weekly live music program. Enjoy the best 
local and touring bands every weekend in the 
beautiful setting of Fremantle Arts Centre. 
Bring a rug and picnic to this family friendly 
event or enjoy tasty treats from food vendors 
and drinks at the bar onsite. Sunday Music 
runs every week from October to March.
Starts Sun 3 Oct | 2–4pm 
Free | Visit fac.org.au for lineup 
Festivals & Events 

KIDS COMMUNITY CANVAS 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre

School holiday fun! Come down and bring 
your children to one or all these collaborative 
painting sessions facilitated by local Nyoongar 
artist Julianne Wade. 
Wed 6 & 7 Oct | 11am–12pm  
Free | Bookings required 
Kids Arts & Creatives Culture & Languages

BOOK WORM CLUB
Freo Toy Library

Reading is fun! Kids are invited to join our 
junior book club. They will select a book they 
like, take home an activity sheet and read at 
their own pace. For ages 7+
Freo Toy Library opening hours | Free
Kids Life Skills

GAMERS ENGAGE
Fremantle Library

Interested in the newest technology and great 
games? Fremantle Library has you covered! 
We showcase our gear each month, open to 
all. Includes consoles, 3D Printing, VR and 
LibraryCraft.
Check website for dates | 3.30–5.30pm | Free
Fitness & Wellbeing Access & Inclusion

FREO YA BOOK CLUB
The Meeting Place/online

Love young adult fiction and want to join 
a book club where you’re pretty much 
guaranteed to like the books? Join us for the 
Freo YA Book Club! Participate in bookish 
conversation and quizzes virtually, and then 
meet up once a month for an ‘in-person’ chat 
about the book of the month. 
Check website for days and times | Free 
Bookings required | bit.ly/freoyabookclub
Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion

MEMORY CAFÉ
Fremantle Arts Centre 
Join our social group which provides 
support to people living with 
dementia and their friends and family. Come 
and meet other like-minded people over 
coffee in a casual, friendly setting.
Tue 12 Oct, 9 Nov, 14 Dec | 9.30–11am | Free
Over 55s Access & Inclusion 

Starting October
OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 
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FROM SUN 

3 OCT
Sunday Music

CREATING ART WITH NATURE 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre

Join us for a fun and refreshing approach to 
art. This nature art workshop proves you can 
turn anything into a stunning work of art with 
the right materials and a bit of imagination. 
Every Fri 1–29 Oct | 11am–12pm | Bookings 
required | $15 per class
Arts & Creatives Culture & Languages

CHAIR PILATES
Fremantle Library

Come and try for over 55s: Chair 
Pilates is designed to heighten 
your body and movement awareness. This 
class is for people who have not exercised 
in a while. Instructor Christiane McDougall 
will encourage you in this low-impact class 
to think about how you perform everyday 
movements with ease.
Every Sat 2 Oct–6 Nov | 11.30am–12.30pm 
Bookings required | $30/six weeks 
Concession rates available 
Over 55s Fitness & Wellbeing

FREO WRITERS: GROUP 1
The Meeting Place

This democratic creative writing group allows 
writers of all abilities and genres to develop 
their skills and swap ideas.
Tue 5 Oct, 2 Nov, 7 Dec | 6–8pm 
$8/quarter | Bookings required
Arts & Creatives Life Skills

CHINDI INDIAN INSPIRED  
RAG RUGS
Sullivan Hall

Come and try for over 55s: Let’s 
get together for some creative relaxing time 
and learn how to handcraft your own unique 
traditionally inspired Indian Chindi rug using 
sustainable textile repurposing principles. 
In this two-week workshop, will use a range 
of textiles combined with stitching jutes and 
yarns, combined with our facilitator Leisa’s 
knowledge to guide you through each step. All 
materials supplied.
Every Tue 5–12 Oct | 10am–12pm 
Bookings required | $10/two weeks
Over 55s Arts & Creatives

TOWARDS HAPPIER,  
HEALTHIER LIVES
Fremantle Library

Are you over 65, an Aboriginal or Torres 
Strait Islander over 55, or a carer for elderly 
people? You are invited to attend four weekly 
sessions that will support to improve your 
general emotional wellbeing. Here is an 
opportunity for you to receive free support 
to help you reconnect mentally and socially. 
Facilitated by Direction Psychology. 
Every Tue 5–26 Oct | 10–11am 
Free | Bookings required 
Over 55s Access & Inclusion Fitness & Wellbeing

BEAUTIFUL BEADS
Sullivan Hall

Come and try for over 55s: Over four 
weeks, our facilitator Jane will guide 
you through the techniques involved to make 
your own individually crafted beads using 
different clays, decorative finishes and glazes. 
Threading and jewellery techniques will be 
taught to make necklaces, bracelets and 
earrings. All materials supplied.
Every Thu 7–28 Oct | 10am–12pm 
Bookings required | $10/four weeks 
Over 55s Arts & Creatives

FRENCH CONVERSATION
The Meeting Place

Suits intermediate-level French speakers. 
Emphasis is on using practical everyday 
language with greater confidence, proficiency 
and expanding knowledge in all-things 
French. 
Fri fortnightly 8 Oct–17 Dec | 10–11.30am 
$13/quarter 
Bookings required before first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

BOOK AT fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson or in person at Fremantle Library / The Meeting Place 
VIEW OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES Fremantle Arts Centre fac.org.au and Fremantle Leisure Centre fremantle.wa.org.au/flc 
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES HOSTED BY LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS AND SPORTING CLUBS, visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/directory

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 
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Coderdojo Freo

FROM WED 

13 OCT
Reclink Community Cup

SUN 

10 OCT

KAMBARANG ART CLASS 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre

Create your own narrative painting on canvas, 
while learning traditional Aboriginal symbols 
and techniques. 
Every Wed 13 Oct–3 Nov | 11am–12pm  
Bookings required | $15 per class 
Arts & Creatives Culture & Languages

CODERDOJO FREO
Fremantle Library

For ages 7+: Young people who use code to 
develop apps, games and websites are invited 
to bring their own inspiration, ideas and 
knowledge into the Dojo. Develop your skills 
in Scratch and much more! Mentors  
are on-hand to help you learn new skills and 
solve problems.
Every Wed 13 Oct–15 Dec | 3.30–5pm | Free 
Bookings required before first session
Kids Access & Inclusion Arts & Creatives

STEP INTO VOLUNTEERING
Fremantle Library

A free, informal get together for anyone who 
is interested in volunteering in and around 
Fremantle and where to start.  
Meet other volunteers who will be sharing 
their experiences. 
Wed 13 Oct | 9.30–11am | Free 
Access & Inclusion Life Skills

INCLUSIVE EVENT  
PLANNING WEBINAR
Online

A successful event is an inclusive one. This 
webinar will guide you on hosting an event 
that welcomes all people. Focusing on 
accessibility, providing choice and effective 
promotion, this webinar will give you the 
skills to host events that engage the broader 
community.
Wed 13 Oct | 6.30–7.30pm 
Bookings required | Free 
Access & Inclusion Life Skills

GREY BRIGADE 
DADAA Fremantle 

Starting with a community and 
artistic development period, DADAA’s 
Grey Brigade seeks to engage people in a 
new community project that will reconnect 
and reassert a sense of ownership over our 
urban spaces. Using art, guerilla gardening 
and people presence, the Grey Brigade aims 
to create playful interactions on the streets 
of Fremantle. The Grey Brigade invites people 
with a sense of naughtiness and playfulness 
to come along, try us out and get involved. 
You are never too old to shake things up!
Starts 14 Oct | 1–4pm  | Free |  
Email christopher@dadaa.org.au or  
call 9430 6616
Over 55s Arts & Creatives 

FREE FILM DAY 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre

Join us for free film days at the Walyalup 
Aboriginal Cultural Centre. From 
documentaries to fiction, these Aboriginal 
stories are some of Australia’s best films. 
Today’s film screening is Walkabout. 
Thu 14 Oct | 1–3pm | Free | Bookings required 
Culture & Languages 

SUSTAINABILITY IN ACTION
North Fremantle Community Hall

Listen to Shani or Tim, from Ecoburbia, share 
their experience in converting two houses to 
sustainable homes through technology and 
their own behaviours, like composting and 
urban food production. Take home some 
inspiring ideas for your own life.
Sat 16 Oct | 10am–12pm 
Free | Bookings required 
Sustainability Life Skills

FREMANTLE RECLINK  
COMMUNITY CUP
Fremantle Oval 

The Reclink Community Cup, a much-
loved Aussie Rules charity match that pits 
musicians against media is back at Fremantle 
Oval. With teams made up of fearless Perth 
musicians (the aptly named Bandgropers) 
and community media and music industry 
types (The Newshounds), players will puff 
and pant back and forth across the hallowed 
turf of Fremantle Oval in a game of partly 
fun, partly serious hilarity. After the victorious 
team is crowned, a celebratory gig will 
take place featuring a great local line up. 
Sponsored by the City of Fremantle. 
Sun 10 Oct | 12–5pm | Bookings required 
Visit communitycup.com.au/fremantle 
Festivals & Events 

BOHEMIAN ARTISTS  
PORTRAIT SALON
The Meeting Place

BAPS is a casual and creative space for you 
to join others to draw each other or whatever 
takes your fancy. Share in a cup of tea or 
coffee and a chat or be as quiet as a mouse 
while you draw. BYO drawing materials and 
your creativity.
Every Tue 12 Oct–14 Dec | 11am–1pm 
$20 | Bookings required before first session 
Arts & Creatives Life Skills Access & Inclusion

OVER  
55s 
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Introduction to Batik

FROM TUE 

19 OCT
Nyoongar Language Intermediate

FROM MON 

18 OCT

MONDAY BOOK CLUB
The Meeting Place

Join this club of like-minded, book-loving 
individuals to discuss a different book each 
month. Pick-up and read the novel prior to the 
first session.
Mon 18 Oct, 15 Nov, 20 Dec | 1.30–3.30pm 
$10/quarter | Bookings required before first 
session
Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion

ITALIAN ELEMENTARY
The Meeting Place

Come along and join Elisa for a six-week 
introduction to the colourful Italian language. 
Classes are fun, supportive and interactive. 
Appropriate for both new beginners and those 
who have a learned a little bit of Italian. 
Every Mon 18 Oct–6 Dec | 11am–12.30pm 
$99/eight weeks | Bookings required before 
first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

NYOONGAR LANGUAGE BEGINNERS
The Meeting Place

Keep our language alive with Nyoongar 
woman Sharon Gregory. Beginner classes 
are designed to offer an introduction to the 
Nyoongar language that is easy to follow and 
loads of fun. 
Every Mon 18 Oct–6 Dec | 4.30–5.30pm 
$75/eight weeks | Bookings required before 
first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

NYOONGAR LANGUAGE 
INTERMEDIATE
The Meeting Place

Do you have the basics of the Nyoongar 
language down and want to build upon your 
knowledge? Join us and grow your skills to 
the next level. Must have completed the 
beginners’ class. 
Every Mon 18 Oct–6 Dec | 5.30–6.30pm 
$75/eight weeks | Bookings required before 
first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

INTRODUCTION TO BATIK 
Sullivan Hall

Come and try for over 55s: Learn about the 
wonderful art of Batik on fabric, and practice 
and experiment with a blend of traditional 
and adapted contemporary techniques. In 
this introductory two-week workshop, you will 
create a Batik design onto a cotton panel 
which can be used for sewing projects or 
simply displayed as an artwork. Gentle and 
natural dyes, as well as wax and soy are used 
in these workshops. Please wear art clothing 
and/or an apron. All materials supplied.
Every Tue 19–26 Oct | 10am–12pm  
Bookings required | $10/two weeks 
Over 55s Arts & Creatives 

TUESDAY BOOK CLUB
Fremantle Library

Join this club of like-minded, book-
loving individuals to discuss a 
different book each month. Pick-up and read 
the novel prior to the first session.
Tue 19 Oct, 16 Nov, 21 Dec | 10.30am–12.30pm 
$10/quarter | Bookings required before first 
session
Over 55s Culture & Languages Access & Inclusion 

BOOK AT fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson or in person at Fremantle Library / The Meeting Place 
VIEW OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES Fremantle Arts Centre fac.org.au and Fremantle Leisure Centre fremantle.wa.org.au/flc 
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES HOSTED BY LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS AND SPORTING CLUBS, visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/directory

FREO WRITERS: GROUP 2
The Meeting Place

This democratic creative writing group allows 
writers of all abilities and genres to develop 
their skills and swap ideas.
Tue 19 Oct, 16 Nov, 21 Dec | 6–8pm 
$8/quarter | Bookings required
Arts & Creatives Life Skills

FRIEND IN NEED
Wanjoo Lounge, Fremantle Library

A free, discussion-based workshop delivered 
by Anglicare WA. You will learn new skills 
on how to support a friend, family member 
or neighbour emotionally or practically 
through hard times. You will also discover 
the community support services available in 
Fremantle. 
Wed 20 Oct | 10am–12pm | Free | Bookings 
required
Life Skills Access & Inclusion 

WEDNESDAY BOOK CLUB
Fremantle Library

Join this club of like-minded, book-
loving individuals to discuss a 
different book each month. Pick-up and read 
the novel prior to the first session.
Wed 20 Oct, 17 Nov, 15 Dec | 2–3pm 
$10/quarter | Bookings required before first 
session
Over 55s Culture & Languages  
Access & Inclusion

OVER  
55s 

OVER  
55s 
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EVERY 

WED
Mr Perfect: Men’s Health BBQ

FROM SUN 

31 OCT
Hatha yoga

FROM FRI 

22 OCT

Starting November
FRE-O-FIT: PARK FIT
Dick Lawrence Oval 

An eight-week program with circuit-based 
classes featuring a variety of body weight 
and cardio exercises to work the whole body. 
Designed for all fitness and skill levels.
Every Tue 2 Nov–21 Dec | 6–7pm 
Bookings required | $20/eight weeks 
Fitness & Wellbeing

DECLUTTERING YOUR HOUSE  
AND MIND
The Meeting Place

Does clutter affect the way you work and live? 
Clutter has a huge impact on our lives and 
the environment. Join professional organiser 
Sara Hall in this fun and interactive workshop 
and learn the key steps in decluttering 
and organising your home to turn an 
overwhelming task into an easily  
manageable project.
Thu 4 Nov | 6–7pm | $40 
Bookings required before first session 
Life Skills Fitness & Wellbeing Sustainability

ITALIAN PRE-INTERMEDIATE
The Meeting Place

If you already have some basic knowledge 
of Italian, join Elisa over six weeks to expand 
your vocabulary and boost your confidence  
in speaking! 
Every Wed 20 Oct–8 Dec | 11am–12.30pm 
$99/eight weeks | Bookings required before 
first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

SPANISH LEVEL 1
The Meeting Place

Embark on a fun and adventurous eight-week 
journey into the lively Spanish language. 
Yvonne leads this playful, interactive class 
with an emphasis on conversation and 
complementary grammar. Students should 
bring notebooks, pens and a Spanish–English 
dictionary, if possible. 
Every Wed 20 Oct–8 Dec | 6–7.30pm 
$99/eight weeks | Bookings required before 
first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

SPANISH LEVEL 2
The Meeting Place

Continue your journey with the Spanish 
language. Build skills and confidence over 
eight weeks of fun and laughter. Open  
to those that have mastered the basics or 
already have elementary knowledge  
of Spanish. 
Every Thu 21 Oct–9 Dec | 6–7.30pm 
$99/eight weeks | Bookings required before 
first session
Culture & Languages Life Skills

FREE FILM DAY 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre

Join us for free film days at the Walyalup 
Aboriginal Cultural Centre. From 
documentaries to fiction, these Aboriginal 
stories are some of Australia’s best films. 
Today’s film screening is Desert Tracks. 
Thu 21 Oct | 1–3pm | Free | Bookings required 
Culture & Languages

HATHA YOGA
The Meeting Place

Relax and revive your being with hatha yoga. 
Let Wayan lead you through the calming 
stretches and movements that will help to 
tone your body and open your mind and spirit.
Every Fri 22 Oct–10 Dec | 2–3pm 
$20 | Bookings required before first session 
Fitness & Wellbeing Life Skills

METAMORPHOSIS
The Meeting Place

Metamorphosis is a simple way of working 
on the feet and head that is deeply relaxing 
and can have profound effects. If you need 
to change your life, you will transform it 
effortlessly. Please bring a cushion, small 
towel and sparkly clean feet.
Every Mon 25 Oct–29 Nov | 1–3.30pm 
$40/six weeks | Bookings required before  
first session 
Fitness & Wellbeing Access & Inclusion Life Skills

FREE FILM DAY 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre

Join us for free film days at the Walyalup 
Aboriginal Cultural Centre. From 
documentaries to fiction, these Aboriginal 
stories are some of Australia’s best films. 
Today’s film screening is Jandamarra’s War. 
Thu 28 Oct | 1–3pm | Free | Bookings required 
Culture & Languages

MR PERFECT:  
MEN’S HEALTH BBQ
South Beach

Join the local men from Mr Perfect for an 
informal and completely inclusive BBQ. Get 
out of the house, socialise and connect with 
some great people.
Sun 31 Oct, 28 Nov, 19 Dec | 10.30am–12.30pm 
Free 
Fitness & Wellbeing
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CASUAL NYOONGAR  
LANGUAGE CLASS
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre

In this four-week course, learn the basics 
of the Nyoongar language with our amazing 
facilitator Sharon Gregory. 
Every Thu 4–25 Nov | 1–3pm | Bookings 
required | $60/four weeks
Culture & Languages

CREATING ART WITH NATURE 
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre

Join us for a fun and refreshing approach to 
art. This nature art workshop proves you can 
turn anything into a stunning work of art with 
the right materials and a bit of imagination. 
Every Fri 5–26 Nov | 11am–12pm | Bookings 
required | $15 per class
Arts & Creatives Culture & Languages

FRE-O-FIT: MIND FIT
South Beach

A seven-week course combining vinyasa flow, 
mindful awareness and meditation to connect 
your mind, body and breath. 
Every Fri 5 Nov–17 Dec | 6–7am 
Bookings required | $20/seven weeks 
Fitness & Wellbeing

Wardarnji

SAT 

13 NOV
Remembrance Day

THU 

11 NOV

FREMANTLE BIENNALE 
Fremantle and surrounds 

This year’s Fremantle Biennale—CROSSING 
21—will invite audiences to our river’s shores, 
with a focus of activity taking place between 
the two iconic Fremantle bridges. The 
festival is celebrating the Derbarl Yerrigan 
(Swan River) with its headliner Moombaki 
(where the river meets the sky). This unique 
work is a Nyoongar storytelling project 
with a choreographed drone light show for 
three different sites along the river. Visit 
fremantlebiennale.com.au to view the  
full program. 
Fri 5–Sun 21 Nov | Various times | Free and 
ticketed events 
Festivals & Events Culture & Languages 
Arts & Creatives 

STEP INTO VOLUNTEERING
Fremantle Library

A free, informal get together for anyone 
who is interested in volunteering in and 
around Fremantle and where to start. Meet 
other volunteers who will be sharing their 
experiences. 
Tue 9 Nov | 9.30–11am | Free 
Access & Inclusion Life Skills

REMEMBRANCE DAY
Monument Hill

At 11am on 11 November 1918, the guns of 
the Western Front fell silent after more than 
four years continuous warfare. Each year on 
11 November, the City commemorates this 
day and those who fought and fell in battle 
with a commemorative service. 
Thu 11 Nov | 10.30am–12pm | Free 
Festivals & Events  

WARDARNJI
Fremantle Arts Centre 

Celebrate the beauty of Nyoongar culture 
at Wardarnji, an evening of song, dance 
and storytelling under the stars on Whadjuk 
Nyoongar Boodjar. Gather round the fire 
on the picturesque lawns of Fremantle 
Arts Centre’s South Lawn and experience 
traditional songs and dances, performed 
by more than 100 local dancers, alongside 
contemporary original works. There will also 
be market stalls showcasing the talents of 
local Nyoongar makers, artists and small 
businesses, and tasty bush tucker treats 
available. Bring your picnic blanket and 
immerse yourself in one of the world’s oldest 
and richest cultures.
Sat 13 Nov | Gates open 5.30pm | Event 
6.30–9.30pm | Free  
Festivals & Events Culture & Languages 

NYOONGAR WEAVING
Walyalup Aboriginal Cultural Centre

Join Nyoongar weaver Sandra Egan for 
afternoons of weaving. In this four-week 
course, you will create your own basket using 
natural and hand dyed raffia while yarning 
about Aboriginal culture and weaving.
Every Wed 17 Nov–8 Dec | 12–1pm 
Bookings required | $60/four weeks 
Arts & Creatives Culture & Languages

BOOK AT fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson or in person at Fremantle Library / The Meeting Place 
VIEW OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES Fremantle Arts Centre fac.org.au and Fremantle Leisure Centre fremantle.wa.org.au/flc 
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES HOSTED BY LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS AND SPORTING CLUBS, visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/directory
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Bazaar

FROM FRI 

3 DEC

BOOK AT fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson or in person at Fremantle Library / The Meeting Place 
VIEW OTHER EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES Fremantle Arts Centre fac.org.au and Fremantle Leisure Centre fremantle.wa.org.au/flc 
EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES HOSTED BY LOCAL COMMUNITY GROUPS AND SPORTING CLUBS, visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/directory

HUNDREDS & THOUSANDS
Fremantle Arts Centre 

Hundreds and Thousands will transform 
Fremantle Arts Centre’s galleries and 
grounds into colour-filled worlds, with vibrant 
interactive artworks created and displayed 
specifically for children and their families 
to enjoy. Visit fac.org.au for more details 
and to enrol. Hundreds and Thousands is a 
Neighbour to Neighbour initiative.
Exhibition runs Sun 20 Nov–Sun 23 Jan | 
10am–5pm | Free
Festivals & Events Kids Arts & Creatives 

Starting December
BAZAAR
Fremantle Arts Centre 

Held over three days, Bazaar is one of WA’s 
longest running and most highly regarded 
makers markets. You’ll find a fantastic range 
of handmade jewellery, fashion, ceramics, 
sculptures, woodwork and textiles, making 
it the perfect place to do your Christmas 
shopping and support local artists during the 
festive season. 
Fri 3–Sun 5 Dec | Visit fac.org.au 
Festivals & Events Arts & Creatives 

RELAX AND REJUVENATE WITH 
GYROKINESIS
The Meeting Place

Gyrokinesis is a unique exercise form, 
combining elements of Tai Chi, yoga and 
dance. Start with a soothing self-massage, 
progressing into slow, fluid seated movements 
to mobilise the spine and joints, followed by a 
series of standing or floor exercises. You will 
focus on freeing up tension through circular, 
flowing movements, resulting in a feeling of 
rejuvenation, increased vitality and wellbeing. 
Done to music, this class is both gentle and 
rhythmic, at a pace to suit those taking part.
Every Thu 9–23 Dec | 10–11.15am 
$40 | Bookings required before first session
Fitness & Wellbeing Life Skills Access & Inclusion

CHRISTMAS IN FREMANTLE 
Fremantle and surrounds 

Get into the festive spirit and share in some 
holiday cheer across the City of Fremantle! 
We are celebrating the festive season with 
various events, activities and entertainment 
throughout the month of December. Stay 
tuned for all the Christmassy details  
coming soon. 
Check website for days and times 
Bookings required 
Festivals & Events

GEORGE ST FESTIVAL 
George Street, East Fremantle

Proudly supported by LotteryWest and 
Fremantle Ports, our Town’s favourite 
annual celebration returns! This year’s 
Sustainable Street Party will feature 
food and drink from around the world 
to sample while browsing bespoke gifts, 
homewares, jewellery and crafts. Enjoy a 
full day of live music on the main stage, 
plus fun and activities for all ages with 
special zones for kids and teens.

Sun 5 Dec | 11am–6pm  
FREE | Registrations essential at 
eastfremantle.wa.gov.au

Subscribe to the 

THIS IS FREMANTLE 
school holiday newsletter

How many cities in the world have world 
class museums (times TWO), a UNESCO 
World Heritage site offering special 
tours for kids, inspiring creative classes 
within the stunning gothic architecture 
of Fremantle Arts Centre, visiting 
exhibitions, an internationally acclaimed 
puppet theatre and all sorts of seaside 
experiences waiting to be had? 

It’s where childhood memories are made 
and it’s all right here in Fremantle. Get 
the latest news about school holiday 
activities, including competitions, 
events, workshops, classes, blockbuster 
exhibitions, special offers and heaps 
more! PLUS you’ll get first dibs on tickets. 
Subscribe today at  
visitfremantle.com.au/subscribe
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Step back in time

Freo Toy Library, a beloved 
institution within the community, 
is celebrating its 45th birthday this 
year. We step back in time to where 
it all began!
The 1970s was a time when state and 
local governments were focussing on the 
importance of community and considering 
how they might assist local initiatives. 

A Community Recreation Council was set 
up with the role of Community Recreations 
Officer created and given to former high 
school teacher Frank Schaper.

Mr Schaper launched an investigation into 
the community’s recreational needs with 
a particular interest in the emotional and 
physical development of children through play. 

It was recognised that the majority of 
Fremantle children belonged to working 
class families who had limited time and 
resources to meet these needs. A variety of 
projects addressing this issue were developed 
through community consultation. Inspired by 
West German initiatives in areas of high-rise 
public housing; playgrounds, afterschool care 
services and a mobile toy library became the 
three areas of focus.

Freo Toy Library was the hardest project 
to push as it required the largest amount 
of funding and seemed an unnecessary 
extravagance to many of the councillors. 

FROM HUMBLE BEGINNINGS TO 
LEADING TOY LIBRARY 

There were no other local models to follow 
in order to gauge its effectiveness as the 
only other toy library in WA was Noah’s Ark in 
Subiaco which catered specifically for children 
with disabilities. 

The toy library only really came into existence 
due to its connection with the afterschool 
care service. Even with a commitment of 
three years of funding, the toy library only 
kept its head above water because of the 
countless unpaid hours of the afterschool 
care staff. 

Setting up and maintaining a caravan 
outfitted to store and loan out 200 toys 
would have been a massive undertaking. 
It is obvious that the staff recognised the 
importance of play for the children in their 
care and therefore worked hard to keep the 
service going despite their limited resources. 

The motivation behind its mobile existence 
was that it would be accessible to more 
children and could easily adapt to the 
community it serviced. 

Any child who attended the play centres 
could loan the toys for a small fee. The most 
popular toys during the first year included 
roller skates, stilts, a View Master, space 
hopper, pogo sticks, a weaving loom, rocking 
horse and Etch-a-Sketch. As the popularity 
of the service increased, the van travelled to 
more locations within the Fremantle area.

// STEP BACK IN TIME 

From humble beginnings of 200 toys jam 
packed into a caravan, the library has 
grown to house more than 2,000 items at a 
permanent site within the Fremantle PCYC. 
It can now boast of having the largest range 
of quality toys, puzzles and games within 
Western Australia! 

Freo Toy Library continues its commitment to 
the development of children through play and 
to adapting to community needs.

The community’s commitment to 
sustainability has led to a resurgence of 
the library’s popularity, as the value of good 
quality toys that are reusable are preferred 
over disposable plastic fantastic toys that 
quickly find their way to landfill. 

What parent doesn’t want to return the box  
of LEGO with the offending piece that 
indented their foot on the lounge room floor in 
the dark? 

Our community can be proud of this 
wonderful service committed to providing for 
the needs of our most precious members.

Learn more about Fremantle’s past at the 
Fremantle History Centre. Its collection includes 
books, photos, biographical files, newspapers, 
council minutes and agendas, publications, maps 
and plans. Open by appointment Monday to Friday 
and Saturdays fortnightly, email  
lhc@fremantle.wa.gov.au
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FREMANTLE 
BIENNALE

A FESTIVAL OF
SITE-RESPONSIVE 
CONTEMPORARY 

ART.

The Fremantle Biennale is a biennial festival of site-
responsive contemporary art. Our largely free program 
engages diverse audiences, and reveals, interrogates 
and celebrates the cultural, social and historical 
distinctiveness of the Fremantle Walyalup region.

FREMANTLEBIENNALE.COM.AU
@FREMANTLEBIENNALE

CROSSING 2021
5 - 21 NOVEMBER


