Agenda
Library Advisory Committee
Wednesday, 13 February 2019, 5.30pm

CITY OF FREMANTLE
NOTICE OF A LIBRARY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING

Elected Members

A Library Advisory Committee meeting of the City of Fremantle will be held on
Wednesday, 13 February 2019 in the North Fremantle Community Hall, located at 2
Thompson Road, North Fremantle commencing at 5.30 pm.

Beverley Bone
Acting Director Community Development
8 February 2019
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CITY OF FREMANTLE

Library Advisory Committee
Agenda
1.

OFFICIAL OPENING, WELCOME AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

We would like to acknowledge this land that we meet on today is the traditional lands of
the Nyoongar people and that we respect their spiritual relationship with their country.
We also acknowledge the Whadjuk people as the custodians of the greater Walyalup
area and that their cultural and heritage beliefs are still important to the living Whadjuk
people today.
2.

ATTENDANCE, APOLOGIES AND LEAVES OF ABSENCE

There are no previously received apologies or approved leave of absence.
3.

DISCLOSURES OF INTERESTS

Elected members must disclose any interests that may affect their decision-making. They
may do this in a written notice given to the CEO; or at the meeting.
4.

RESPONSES TO PREVIOUS QUESTIONS TAKEN ON NOTICE

Nil
5.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

Members of the public have the opportunity to ask a question or make a statement at
council and committee meetings during public question time.
Further guidance on public question time can be viewed here, or upon entering the
meeting.
6.

PETITIONS

Petitions may be tabled at the meeting with the agreement of the presiding member.
7.

DEPUTATIONS
7.1

Special deputations

A special deputation may be made to the meeting in accordance with the City of
Fremantle Meeting Procedures Policy 2018.
There are no special deputation requests.
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7.2

Presentations

Elected members and members of the public may make presentations to the
meeting in accordance with the City of Fremantle Meeting Procedures Policy 2018.

8.

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES

Officer’s recommendation
That the minutes of the Library Advisory Committee meeting dated 14 November
2018 be confirmed as a true and accurate record.

9.

ELECTED MEMBER COMMUNICATION

Elected members may ask questions or make personal explanations on matters not
included on the agenda.
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10. REPORTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS
LAC1902-1

TOY LIBRARY QUARTERLY REPORT OCTOBER - DECEMBER 2018

Meeting Date:
Responsible Officer:
Decision Making Authority:
Agenda Attachments:

13 February 2019
Manager Community Development
Council
Nil

SUMMARY
To provide information to the Committee on the operation and performance of the
Fremantle Toy Library during the quarter October to December 2018.
This report recommends that the Committee receive the information.
BACKGROUND
The City of Fremantle operates the Fremantle Toy Library providing early years based
toys and educational materials to the residents of the cities of Fremantle and WA.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
The Fremantle Toy Library and its services are jointly funded by:
City of Fremantle
Town of East Fremantle
Department of Social Services
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
Gazetted 02.03.1956 Folio 633 (amended 15.07.1959
F3464; 29.11.1985 F4485) Reviewed/Amended 2001 & 2007

F1869; 28.11.1968

Pursuant to its powers under the Local Government Act 1995 the City of Fremantle
resolved on the 19th March 2001 to make the Local Law.
Library Advisory Committee shall comprise:
(i)
The Mayor of the City of Fremantle and one Councillor of each Ward of the City of
Fremantle.
(ii)
One Council member of the Town of East Fremantle as appointed by the Council
of the Town of East Fremantle.
A maximum of four (4) members of the library not being a Councillor of the City of
Fremantle at the time of appointment or a representative of the Town of East Fremantle.
CONSULTATION
Nil
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OFFICER COMMENT
Statistics- October to December 2018

Fremantle Toy Library continues to strengthen community capacity through the provision
of quality resources to support parents as their child’s first teacher. During this reporting
period there has been an overall increase in the total membership number. The Toy
Library was also successful in the application for the Budget Based Funding grant from
the Department of Social Services. The grant which provides just over $20,000 over two
years will allow for an increase in the quality and quantity of resources delivered by the
service.
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To support the work during the previous quarter on the new marketing campaign, the Toy
Library team hosted the Fremantle Toy Library Open Day, which saw over 250 people
attend. During the day, held on October 4th, attendees were able to interact with Buster
It’s All About Play and make use of the Fremantle Library’s LEGO collection, as well as
face painting and a sensory play area provided by the Freedom Fairies and drive around
a Cozy Coupes race track. There was also a sausage sizzle run by the PCYC staff,
information available for joining the Toy Library, and a special storytime and drawing
session with local author Wendy Binks. Attendees to the event were thrilled with the
attractions and expressed an interest in making this an annual occurrence.
VOTING AND OTHER SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS
Simple Majority Required
OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION
Council receives this Toy Library report for October to December 2018.
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LAC1902-2

LIFELONG LEARNING QUARTERLY REPORT OCTOBER DECEMBER 2018

Meeting Date:
Responsible Officer:
Decision Making Authority:
Agenda Attachments:

13 February 2019
Manager Community Development
Council
Nil

SUMMARY
To provide information to the Committee on the operation and performance of the
Fremantle Library during the fourth quarter of 2018.
This report recommends that Council receives the Lifelong Learning Quarterly
Report October to December 2018.
BACKGROUND
The City of Fremantle operates the Fremantle Library providing lifelong learning services
to the residents of the city of Fremantle and the Town of East Fremantle.
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS
The Fremantle Library and its services are jointly funded by:
City of Fremantle
Town of East Fremantle
State Library of WA
LEGAL IMPLICATIONS
Gazetted 02.03.1956 Folio 633 (amended 15.07.1959 F1869; 28.11.1968
F3464; 29.11.1985 F4485) Reviewed/Amended 2001 & 2007
Pursuant to its powers under the Local Government Act 1995 the City of Fremantle
resolved on the 19th March 2001 to make the Local Law.
Library Advisory Committee shall comprise:
(i) The Mayor of the City of Fremantle and one Councillor of each Ward of the City of
Fremantle.
(ii) One Council member of the Town of East Fremantle as appointed by the Council of
the Town of East Fremantle.
(iii) A maximum of four (4) members of the library not being a Councillor of the City of
Fremantle at the time of appointment or a representative of the Town of East
Fremantle.
CONSULTATION
Nil
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OFFICER COMMENT
The October to December 2018 quarter has been busy with changes and achievements.
The new Biblio-Lounge and ‘hot reads’ collection are proving very popular with
customers, new staff have been inducted into the team and the most successful maker
event to date was run in December.
Statistics
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Community Connections and Learning
Creating opportunities for community learning has been the focus of this quarter’s
Curious program. In conjunction with Greening Australia, residents were invited to a free
workshop on ‘How to Create a Verge Garden’ that enhances bird life and is water wise.
The three hour hands-on workshop included design, plant choice and site visits to
several local verge gardens in South Fremantle. The workshop was attended by 21
people and feedback was very positive with particular appreciation of the useful and
practical nature of the session.
The year ended with the hugely successful, Makerspace: Sustainable Christmas event in
the Library. Creative activities led by both staff and the community included: No Sew Tshirt bags, Mini-terrariums, Boomerang Bags, Bees Wax Wraps, Xmas wrapping paper
plus recycled book decorations. A ukulele jam/singalong added a fun and festive feel to
the evening. Community members had the chance to create their own Fremantle history
moment at Vintage Photo Booth. The event attracted a wide range of ages and had its
largest crowd to date with 250 people enjoying the Makerspace and free BBQ in the
courtyard hosted by the Hilton PCYC.
Inspired by the expanding interest in the genre of Young Adult (YA) fiction, Curious
featured an author talk with WA writer, AJ Betts. In collaboration with Saga Books, South
Fremantle, the event was an intimate evening of conversation, discussion and food that
gave the community a unique opportunity to gain insights into the creative process of a
highly successful local YA writer, the world of publishing and what it’s like to have one’s
novel turned in to a successful American TV series. The event was held at Saga Books
and attracted a diverse audience of 25 people from the ages of 15 to 70.
Book clubs have been very popular, with two groups held at the library and one at The
Meeting Place. The groups are near to full capacity. Continuing on from the YA fiction
author event, there are plans to trial a new book club aimed at young adults and
featuring the YA genre in the first quarter of 2019.
Ongoing social groups, classes and support groups continue to be a vital part of The
Meeting Place activities. French and Italian conversation groups are very popular and
have waitlists wanting to attend. Participants in beginners’ language classes have
expressed interest in an ongoing, developing language program and opportunities to
extend the current program are being explored for 2019.
The Curious program continues to provide a central focus point for the community to
discover the wide range of course and program opportunities the City provides. Over the
final quarter of 2018, Curious included 77 program and event listings across the across
the City’s community program areas.
Operations
The Library has seen an average of 359 through the doors each day during the spring
quarter. With the weekend football season finishing, weekend numbers have remained
steady, with a noticeable increase in the use of the Children’s Library.
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Team members continue to be actively involved with promoting the libraries e-resources,
with regular Tech Help sessions continuing through the quarter.
Library staff have also been involved with the Makerspace event held in the library in
December, helping the attendees create sustainable Christmas gifts. As part of activating
the library space, a ‘Biblio-Lounge’ has been set up at the front of the Library. The BiblioLounge creates an inviting and comfortable space for customers incorporating plants,
games, books, newspapers, magazines, comfortable couches and armchairs. This area
features the new ‘Hot reads’ collection, which provides multiple copies of latest release
and other popular titles to allow customers to easy access these. Customers have
embraced the new area and loans of items from this collection are almost doubling loans
from the general collection. Other ‘Biblio-Lounge’ nooks around the library are planned to
be created in 2019.
Also in relation to space activation, family sporting equipment has been made available
for customers, who can borrow items for same day return to use on the Fremantle Oval.
Use of this equipment is becoming popular, especially on the weekend, with many
families making use of the expansive oval space to use the equipment.
A Remembrance Day display was set up early in November, honouring four local World
War 1 soldiers who were killed in action. These soldiers, who are not honoured on the
Fremantle War Memorial at Monument Hill, have only recently been recognised among
Fremantle’s World War 1 soldiers, thanks to research undertaken by a City employee,
Andrew Pittaway. Poppies knitted by Library staff in conjunction with the Knitting group
from the Wanjoo Lounge enhanced this displayed.
The Library acknowledges the traditional owners of this land, Walyalup (Fremantle), are
the Nyoongar people and the Aboriginal collection that has been developed and
displayed at the front of the library has been widely borrowed.
Regular Children’s programs run on a Tuesday and Thursday morning have reached
record numbers this quarter. Tuesday morning sessions are particularly well attended,
with the Library becoming a bustling regular meeting place for parents and carers. The
average of people attending Tuesdays Rhyme Time sessions are up from 32 last quarter
to 41 this quarter.
The Library remained open during the Council Christmas shutdown period. This was well
received with many customers enjoying the Library space during this Christmas period.
Staff
Pam Harris, Local History Librarian, retired on 12th December 2018. Pam worked in the
History Centre for eleven years and made a substantial contribution to the collection and
its organisation. Under her tenure significant work was made on digitising aspects of the
collection. Almost 600 oral history interviews were digitised from cassette tapes and are
now easily accessible. Over 5,000 photographs were placed online under Pam’s
supervision.
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Lucy Hair was recruited earlier in the year to ensure coverage during Pam’s transition to
retirement and now shares the role of Local History Engagement Officer with Stewart
Alger who commenced with the City in November 2018.
Stacey Lowe also commenced with the Lifelong Learning team as a Library Customer
Service Officer during the quarter, filling a permanent part-time vacancy in the Library
Operations Team.
The Lifelong Learning team was also successful in being selected to host one of the
2019 cohort of Aboriginal trainees. The new trainee will commence on the January 2019
and will focus on library customer service and the delivery of children’s programs.
Young People’s Services
Program

Number of
sessions

Total adults and
children attending

Better Beginnings – Yellow

2

26

It’s All About Rhyme

10

368

It’s All About Story

10

171

CoderDojo

10

122

ECU Food Nutrition Course

1

3

Nintendo Labo Stay and Play

2

30

Toy Library Open Day

1

250

Buster It’s All About Play – PCYC

10

172

Buster It’s All About Play – Fremantle Arts Centre

10

679

Buster It’s All About Play – Fremantle Leisure
Centre
Buster It’s All About Play – Samson Park

2

11

2

9

Buster It’s All About Play – Sullivan Hall

2

6

Buster It’s All About Play – Leighton Beach Park
Area
Buster It’s All About Play – Meeting Place

2

38

2

39

Freo Plays MarioKart 8 Tournament

1

18

Nintendo Labo Build & Code

6

50

Buster @ Hilton Town Centre Opening

1

100
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Buster @ Maritime Day

1

390

Buster @ FLC Family Fun Day

1

80

Buster @ Carols by Candlelight

1

250

Buster @ Garage Sale Trail

1

250

Storytime @ Animaze Exhibition (FAC)

5

225

Total

83

3287

Buster It’s All About Play frequented a range of five venues on Thursdays during the
quarter, in order to reach more of the community. These locations included Fremantle
Leisure Centre, Samson Park, Sullivan Hall, the Leighton Beach Park Area, and The
Meeting Place. Many of the locations saw a large amount of people attend, with a
popular new location being found at Leighton Beach. A total of 782 people attended the
sessions during the quarter.
The quarter also saw Buster It’s All About Play visiting five events operated by the City,
including Carols by Candlelight and the Toy Library Open Day with large numbers in
attendance and making use of the toys and activities. Attendees to these events also had
the opportunity to borrow items from Fremantle Library through the new mobile library
service operated through Buster It’s All About Play. A small collection of items were
collected for the events, tailored to the subject matter related to the event. This has
proven to be popular, and will continue in 2019.
To celebrate the arrival of Nintendo Switch consoles and Nintendo Labo, a cardboard
based controller and coding product, at the Fremantle Library, a series of Switch and
Labo based programs were conducted for young people to attend. These programs
included some free-play sessions, a build and code program, and a gaming tournament.
With close to 100 people attending, there have been many requests for Switch and Labo
based programs to continue.
A new collaboration opportunity arose for the Fremantle Library this quarter, with the
Fremantle Arts Centre’s Animaze exhibition. To celebrate this incredible exhibition, the
first of its kind presented by the Fremantle Arts Centre, The Early Childhood Programs
Officer conducted a series of animal themed storytime sessions at the venue, in the main
gallery. These are continuing into 2019, with 225 people in attendance. These storytime
sessions mimic the structure of regular sessions at the Library, and have brought in
many new families and visitors to the Arts Centre and Library.
In addition to the regular quarterly statistics, below is an infographic demonstrating the
range and number of programs for children offered by the Lifelong Learning team in
2018. Also included is a comparison with 2017 program numbers. On almost all
measures, 2018 children’s programs improve on the work done in the previous year. In
particular, the number of sessions offered and the resulting attendance has increased
significantly.
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History Centre
The History Centre had a display at the Volunteers Information Expo held in the Library
on 6th December. The event was well-attended and five people expressed a strong
interest in volunteering at the History Centre. Two people have since made contact and
meetings have been arranged to explore volunteering opportunities.
For the October to December 2018 quarter, there were 277 hits on the catalogue archive
page, and 451 views of images. The Fremantle History Centre webpages had a
combined total of 1230 hits for the quarter.
In Person
60

Phone
62

Email
133

Total for History Centre
255

The History Centre collects e-newsletters and email broadcasts from a range of
community groups. It was discovered that many groups had stopped sending their
newsletters to the History Centre. Many schools were contacted and arrangements made
to obtain ‘missing’ issues.
The History Centre has an index of Fremantle restaurants and cafes that is updated on
an ad hoc basis. The City’s Environmental Health Officer was able to supply a list of all
food businesses approved from around 2010 onwards. This list has been integrated into
existing records and is a valuable addition to the collection.
Conclusion
The October to December 2018 quarter has seen the Lifelong Learning team engaging
positively with the community and with ongoing change within the City as plans continue
for the delivery of the new library and community hub.
VOTING AND OTHER SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS
Simple Majority Required
OFFICER'S RECOMMENDATION
Council receives the Library and Information Service Quarterly Report for July to
September 2018.

Page 16

Agenda - Library Advisory Committee
13 February 2019

11. MOTIONS OF WHICH PREVIOUS NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN
A member may raise at a meeting such business of the City as they consider
appropriate, in the form of a motion of which notice has been given to the CEO.
Nil
12. URGENT BUSINESS
In cases of extreme urgency or other special circumstances, matters may, on a motion
that is carried by the meeting, be raised without notice and decided by the meeting.
Nil
13. LATE ITEMS
In cases where information is received after the finalisation of an agenda, matters may
be raised and decided by the meeting. A written report will be provided for late items.
Nil
14. CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS
Members of the public may be asked to leave the meeting while confidential business is
addressed.
Nil
15. CLOSURE
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