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WHERE YOUR  
RATES GO

A word  
from the Mayor The City of Fremantle’s 2019–20 budget honours our 

commitment to keep rates low while also delivering the 
once-in-a-generation Kings Square Renewal Project to 
inject new life into Fremantle’s civic heart.

The budget includes a modest average general rate 
increase of 1.8 per cent, which is the second lowest rate 
increase since 2000.

In fact, the three smallest rate increases over the past 20 
years have been delivered in the past three budgets.

The fact that we can deliver a transformational 
development of the scale of the Kings Square Renewal 
project while also keeping rate increases low is a 

$9M
PARKS AND 

RECREATION

• E.G. VERGE 
MOWING

• PLAY EQUIPMENT

$3M
TRAFFIC AND 
TRANSPORT

• E.G. CAT BUS
• STREET LIGHTING

$4M
ARTS AND EVENTS

• E.G. FREMANTLE 
ARTS CENTRE

• FESTIVALS

$2M
ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 
AND MARKETING 

• E.G. TOURISM 
CAMPAIGNS

• PUBLIC WIFI
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$5M
CUSTOMER AND

CORPORATE SERVICES

$12M
ROADS, FOOTPATHS 

AND BUILDINGS

$8M
RUBBISH AND 

RECYCLING

testament to the City’s sound management and 
prudent financial planning.

The 1.8 per cent increase in this budget aligns with the 
Local Government Cost Index prepared by the WA Local 
Government Association.

Although it is higher than the Consumer Price Index 
for WA, CPI is not an accurate reflection of local 
government costs.

WALGA’s Local Government Cost Index takes into 
account CPI as well as more specific costs like 
electricity and street lighting, which have gone up by 
5.8 per cent in the past year.

In addition to Kings Square, this budget includes the 
construction of the new Fremantle Park Sports and 
Community Centre and the roll-out of the new three-
bin Food Organic Garden Organic waste management 
system, along with an extensive program of road 
improvements, new play spaces and upgrades to 
sporting facilities.

This budget continues the trend of recent years by 
keeping rates low and maintaining services and 
amenity for residents while also contributing to the 
revitalisation of the city centre and setting Fremantle 
up for an exciting and prosperous future.

Brad Pettitt 
Mayor, City of Fremantle

$6M
COMMUNITY 

SERVICES

• E.G. LEISURE CENTRE
• BUSTER IT’S ALL ABOUT PLAY

$4M
COMMUNITY 

SAFETY

• E.G. COMMUNITY 
SAFETY TEAM

• ENVIRONMENTAL 
HEALTH

$2M
PLANNING

• E.G. HERITAGE
• CITY DESIGN
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BUDGET OVERVIEW
BUDGET BALANCES  
SERVICES AND SUPPORT
The City of Fremantle’s 2019–20 budget seeks to 
deliver the services and support our residents need 
while also paving the way for a vibrant and  
exciting future.

Total expenditure in the budget is $130.1 million, 
including $56.6 million in capital expenditure.

The bulk of this investment is a $44 million allocation 
towards the construction of the City’s new civic centre 
and library in Kings Square. A further $2 million 
is allocated to the upgrade of the public spaces 
surrounding the square, while $110,000 will go 
towards the design of the new Kings Square  
play space.

Another significant investment is the construction 
of the new Fremantle Park Sports and Community 
Centre. This $4.1 million project, of which $3.2 million 
is allocated in this year’s budget, will become the 
new home for the Fremantle Tennis Club, Fremantle 
Bowling Club and the Fremantle Workers Social and 
Leisure Club. Along with new sporting facilities it will 
also feature a café, alfresco area and rooms that will 
be open to the public to enjoy. As a complementary 
project, a further $350,000 will be spent building a 
new public car park adjacent to the new Sports and 
Community Centre.

The 2019–20 budget also features a $1.75 million 
program of road maintenance and road safety 
improvements. This includes a $100,000 commitment 
to improvements to cycling infrastructure under the 
City’s recently revised Bike Plan, and $100,000 to 
improve verge parking along Rennie Crescent in Hilton.

Community safety will be boosted by the investment 
of $691,000 to roll out the final stage of the Safe City 
upgrade to Fremantle’s CCTV network.

The Fremantle Markets will be getting a facelift, with 
$230,000 allocated to restoration and conservation 
works, while $120,000 will go towards the restoration 
of the Fremantle Town Hall. 

Work is continuing to transform Cantonment Hill into 
a high quality public space, with more than $80,000 
allocated to improve facilities and amenities, including 
further upgrades to the Naval Store and Signal Station. 
A further $89,000 has been allocated to upgrades at 
Booyeembara Park, including $24,000 towards the 
design of new mountain bike trails in the park.

Investments in sporting facilities include $200,000 
towards new floodlighting at Hilton Park, a new 
$120,000 play space at Frank Gibson Park and 
$90,000 to upgrade the swimming pool enclosure at 
the Fremantle Leisure Centre. 
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HIGHLIGHTS  
AT A GLANCE
NEW CIVIC CENTRE AND  
LIBRARY BUILDING  
$44 million

KINGS SQUARE PUBLIC REALM  
$2 million

DESIGN OF KINGS SQUARE  
PLAY SPACE  
$110,000

FREMANTLE PARK SPORTS AND 
COMMUNITY CENTRE  
$3.2 million

FREMANTLE PARK CARPARK  
$350,000

ROAD IMPROVEMENTS   
$1.75 million

SAFE CITY CCTV FINAL STAGE  
$691,000

PURCHASE OF FOGO BINS  
$300,000

FREMANTLE MARKETS  
CONSERVATION WORKS  
$230,000

HILTON PARK  
FLOODLIGHT UPGRADE  
$200,000

FRANK GIBSON PARK  
PLAY SPACE  
$120,000
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WE’RE ABOUT TO 
GOGO FOR FOGO
The way we sort our waste is about to change in the  
City of Fremantle.

Currently, about 60 per cent of household waste is 
food organics that ends up in landfill.

Sending organic waste to landfill causes a whole host 
of issues. Landfill space is limited and expensive and as 
this waste decomposes it generates methane, which is a 
harmful greenhouse gas.

The City of Fremantle was the first council to sign its 
residents up to the new three-bin FOGO system. In 
addition to the yellow-lidded recycling bin and general 
waste bin, residents are provided with a large 240L 
FOGO bin to collect organic waste such as food scraps, 
dog poo and kitty litter as well as garden waste. 
Collected weekly by the City’s waste services, this 
organic matter will be diverted from landfill and instead 
be turned into high-quality, nutrient-rich compost to 
help our dry Western Australian soil. 

The highly anticipated roll out will start this September 
to over 11,000 properties in the City of Fremantle. 
Residents will go from a two-bin to a three-bin system 
and will receive two new bins: a 240L lime green-lidded 
FOGO bin and a smaller, 140L red-lidded general waste 
bin. The new bins, together with the existing yellow-
lidded recycling bin will create the new bin system. 
FOGO-ers will also receive a handy 8L kitchen caddy 
and a year’s supply of compostable liners to help 
collect food scraps.

GOOD SORTING STARTS  
IN THE KITCHEN
Research shows that sorting doesn’t happen at the 
rubbish bin, it starts in the kitchen. Whether you will 
use a two or a three bin system, it’s easy to set up 
three waste collection bins in the home to separate 
your food scraps (if you don’t have a FOGO bin, set up 
a home compost system), recycling and general waste.

Food and organic waste accounts for more than 60 per 
cent of an average householder’s general waste bin. 
Composting and mulching food and garden organics is 
also cheaper than sending them to landfill. 

RECYCLE RIGHT!
High contamination levels in our recycling bins still 
remains a problem in Western Australia. When a 
recycling bin has a high amount of food waste and 
other matter that doesn’t belong in the recycling bin, 
it’s considered contaminated and isn’t able to  
be recycled.

We see a large amount of contamination in our 
recycling and as a result, it ends up in landfill. There 
are some easy changes you can make in the way you 
sort your waste to help minimise contamination rates 
and help divert as much waste from landfill:

NAPPIES ARE A NO-NO
The basic rule for recycling is that the product cannot 
have touched your body—this includes nappies, 
sanitary items, wipes and tissues and this would go 
into your general waste bin.

IT MUST BE CLEAN
Items can only be recycled if they are clean. Before 
you throw anything into the recycling bin, make sure 
containers have their lids removed and are  
rinsed out. 

SMALL BOTTLE CAPS AND LIDS  
CAN’T BE RECYCLED
People have the best intentions when they put their 
bottle caps and small lids in recycling, however they 
are too small to process and often get caught in 
machinery. Bottle caps and lids smaller than the palm 
of your hand should go in your general waste bin.

SCRUNCHABLE PLASTICS  
ARE NOT RECYCLABLE  
The most common recycling mistake people make 
is throwing soft plastics such as plastic bags, food 
packaging or any “scrunchable” plastic in with the rest 
of their plastic containers. 

OILY PIZZA BOXES 
Freo residents love a good pizza. Next time you order 
one in, remember that anything that goes into your 
recycling bin must be clean. If there are any traces 
of oil or food on cardboard boxes, pop this into your 
general waste or if your property will receive the FOGO 
bin system, this can go into the FOGO bin.

Approximately 60 per cent of the 
average household waste is food 
organics that ends up in landfill.
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fremantle.wa.gov.au/waste

WON’T GET FOGO?  
COMPOST AT HOME 
Due to access and contamination issues found in 
certain Fremantle properties such as apartment 
complexes and commercial properties, not everyone 
will receive the three-bin FOGO system in the initial 

roll out. Whilst the City is working closely with the 
Southern Metropolitan Regional Council to investigate 
how the City can continue to roll out the three-bin 
FOGO system across all properties, in the meantime 
you can purchase a subsidised worm farm or compost 
bin from the City to prevent your organic waste from 
going to landfill.
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through the Waste Avoidance 
and Resource Recovery Account

For more information visit fremantle.wa.gov.au/fogo

FOGO

RECYCLING

GENERAL WASTE

 ✔ Food Organics

 ✔ Garden Organics

 ✔ General Rubbish

 ✔ Nappies

 ✔ Polystyrene & 
Meat Trays

 ✔ Hygiene Products

 ✔ Aluminium & Steel 
Cans

 ✔ Plastic Bottles & 
Containers

 ✔ Paper & Cardboard

 ✔ Glass Bottles & Jars

The 3-bin FOGO system allows households to 
easily separate items that can be composted 
and recycled, ensuring nothing goes to waste. 

Let’s Go FOGO
(Food Organics, Garden Organics)

THREE-BIN FOGO SYSTEMTWO-BIN SYSTEM

OUR WASTE SYSTEMS
At City of Fremantle, residents receive either a two-bin or a three-bin collection service. 
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The $270 million renewal of Kings Square—a 
partnership between the City of Fremantle and Sirona 
Capital—is a once-in-a-generation project that will 
transform the civic heart of Fremantle.

The project includes Sirona’s redevelopment of the old 
Myer and Queensgate sites to create offices for 1500 
state government employees and the revolutionary 
FOMO food and retail concept, the construction of 
the City of Fremantle’s new civic centre and library 
building, and the rejuvenation of the public spaces that 
surround the site. 

Construction of the Sirona elements of the project 
started in September 2017, while construction of the 
City’s new building commenced in April. The project is 
expected to be complete in mid-2020.

When completed more than 2000 people will be 
working in Kings Square, injecting an estimated $358 
million into the local economy.

The City’s new civic centre will be one of the most 
energy efficient buildings of its size in Australia and 
showcase a range of sustainability features like a 
sophisticated automated opening façade system 
designed to capture Fremantle’s famous sea breezes 
and enable natural ventilation, a solar PV system, 
energy-efficient LED lighting and water saving 
appliances.

It will have a stunning modern library, fully accessible 
toilets and change facilities, a state-of-the-art 
information and customer service centre, a wide 
range of community meeting rooms and gallery and 
exhibition spaces integrated with the Town Hall.

But most importantly, it will bring people back to the 
heart of Fremantle. Not only will it make Kings Square 
a safer, more attractive and vibrant space, it will also 
better enable Fremantle to thrive as a seven day a 
week economy.

We are already seeing the catalytic effect the Kings 
Square project is having in Fremantle’s city centre, 
with numerous proposals to develop new residential 
apartments, commercial spaces, hotels, and  
hospitality venues. 

It is a genuinely transformational project, which will 
breathe new life into Fremantle’s civic heart and be 
enjoyed by generations to come.  

FREO’S HEART 
REVITALISED
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FREMANTLE ARTS CENTRE
Housed in a gothic heritage building in Fremantle’s 
east end, Fremantle Arts Centre (FAC) is the City 
of Fremantle’s premier arts service and one of the 
leading arts organisations in Australia.

FAC showcases free exhibitions, and free and 
ticketed concerts and events from international, 
national and local artists. FAC offers a wide range of 
art courses, an Artist in Residence program, delicious 
café, beautiful grounds, and the FOUND Shop which 
sells the largest range of WA-designed wares. 

fac.org.au

FREMANTLE LEISURE CENTRE
Fremantle Leisure Centre (FLC) is open all year round 
and offers a range of health and fitness programs 
including learn to swim and group fitness classes. 
The centre boasts four heated swimming pools, a 
gym, café, crèche, training room and swim shop all 
located on 3.5 hectares of open grassed space. 

fremantle.wa.gov.au/flc 

FREMANTLE RECYCLING CENTRE
Free to all residents, the Fremantle Recycling Centre 
is where you can drop off items that don’t belong 
in your waste bins, pick up free mulch and is also 
home to the Reuse Shop, where you can find a 
wide range of goods for sale at a bargain price 
including furniture, camping gear, surf boards, 
gardening equipment, toys, books, DVDs and musical 
instruments.

fremantle.wa.gov.au/waste

WALYALUP ABORIGINAL  
CULTURAL CENTRE
Located near the Roundhouse at Arthurs Head, 
Walyalup Aboriginal Culture Centre (WACC) is a place 
to learn about the culture by Nyoongar people: craft, 
arts and language classes.

fremantle.wa.gov.au/wacc

SAMSON RECREATION CENTRE
Samson Recreation Centre is a community recreation 
and sporting facility, providing services for Fremantle 
residents and surrounding communities and consists 
of a single multi-purpose sports hall, a small meeting 
room, kitchen, crèche and two hard-court tennis courts 
which are available to hire. 

fremantle.wa.gov.au/samsonrecreationcentre

THE MEETING PLACE
The Meeting Place is the City’s community centre and 
provides a range of unique courses, workshops, events 
and talks to support lifelong learning.

fremantle.wa.gov.au/whatson

FREMANTLE TOY LIBRARY
Fremantle is home to WA’s premier and largest toy 
library with 2,000 items to hire.

fremantle.wa.gov.au/ftl

FREMANTLE LIBRARY
Library membership is free and available to all local 
residents. You’ll have access to a huge range of print 
and online resources, including magazines, music, 
movies, learning programs, events and activities. 
Check out the history centre, access the internet, visit 
a JP and enjoy a range of other services. 

fremantle.wa.gov.au/library  

FREMANTLE COMMUNITY  
LEGAL CENTRE
The centre provides assistance with issues including 
legal advice and tenancy as well as Department of 
Housing and welfare rights.

fremantle.wa.gov.au/fclc

MAKE THE MOST OF  
YOUR CITY
OUR PLACES AND SPACES



10 11

YOUR RATES AND 
MINIMUM CHARGES

The City of Fremantle will apply differential general 
rates and minimum payments for the 2019–20 
financial year as summarised here:

Please note: The minimum payments were  
re-evaluated in accordance with section 6.35(3) of 
the Local Government Act 1995 to ensure the general 
minimum is applied to no fewer than 50% of the 
number of properties in each category.

The rates advertised were based on an average 
increase of 1.5% however the average increase 
adopted by Council was 1.8%, which aligns with the 
WALGA Local Government Cost Index for 2019–20.

WASTE CHARGES
With the exception of residential rate exempt 
properties, the City includes the waste charge 
applicable to a single standard service collection within 
each property’s rate levy. Exempt properties will incur a 
separate waste charge.

SPECIFIED AREA AND  
SERVICE CHARGE RATES
The specified area rates to be applied are:

DIFFERENTIAL RATING 
CATEGORY

MINIMUM 
PAYMENT

RATE 
IN THE 
DOLLAR

Residential improved $1,344 0.073327

Residential vacant $1,302 0.117364

Commercial and 
Industrial general

$1,344 0.081596

Commercial and 
Industrial vacant

$1,344 0.146651

City centre commercial $1,344 0.086286

Nightclubs $1,344 0.146652

Residential short term 
accommodation

$1,344 0.081586

SPECIFIED 
AREA RATE

PURPOSE OF  
THE RATE

RATE 
IN THE 
DOLLAR

CBD security 
levy

A safety and security 
strategy for a 
specified area of the 
Fremantle CBD.

0.001070

Leighton 
maintenance

To fund the above 
normal costs 
associated with 
maintaining the 
higher standard of 
landscaping the 
Leighton residential 
area.

0.005022

SERVICE 
CHARGES

PURPOSE OF  
THE CHARGES

AMOUNT 
OF CHARGE

Community bore To fund the 
associated costs 
required to maintain 
the community bore 
within the WGV 
development

$124

SERVICE CHARGES
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PENSIONER AND  
SENIORS CONCESSIONS
Property owners who hold an eligible Pensioner Concession 
Card, State Concession Card or both a Seniors Card and a 
Commonwealth Seniors Health Card may be entitled to:

• A state government rebate of up to 50% off current City 
rates capped for 2019–20 at $750.00 and 50% off the 
current state government emergency services levy or

• Forgo the rebates and defer them plus any unpaid current 
City rates or emergency services levy. Eligibility to defer is 
where a card holder is entitled to a full rebate. Payment of 
deferral balances is required where there is a change in 
property ownership or occupation.

Property owners that hold a Seniors Card may be entitled to:

• A state government rebate up to 25% off current City rates 
and levies and state government emergency services levy 
capped for 2019–20 at $100.00 and $110.25 respectively.

Eligibility for a state government rebate or other benefits is 
subject to the card holder:

A.   Owning and occupying the property at 1 July of any  
rating year;

B.  Fully paying their portion of the rating assessment on or 
before 30 June of the rating year;

C.   Commencement of an acceptable payment program in 
clearance of any arrears balances.

Applications are accepted over the phone on  
1300 659 951, or online at watercorporation.com.au

All rebates are funded by the Government of Western Australia.



RECEIVE YOUR RATES NOTICE ONLINE!

Ratepayers can register to receive rate notices  
via email. 

No more printed notices means a saving for the 
environment as well as the convenience of  having 
your rate notices arrive directly into your inbox. 

To register, simply have your rate notice handy and 
complete the online form at  
fremantle.wa.gov.au/erates

Full terms and conditions for direct debit can be 
viewed online at fremantle.wa.gov.au/rates

HOW TO PAY YOUR RATES
EASY WAYS TO PAY

TELEPHONE 
1300 658 371

ONLINE 
fremantle.wa.gov.au

BPAY 
Contact your bank or financial institution to 
arrange payment. Biller code: 93708

MAIL 
PO Box 807 
Fremantle, WA 6959

IN PERSON 
City of Fremantle Administration Centre 
70 Parry Street, Fremantle 
Open Monday to Friday  
8.30am–4.30pm

AUSTRALIA POST 
At any Post Office agency or branch (just present 
the notice to pay via EFTPOS, cash or cheque).

PAYMENT OPTIONS

PAY IN FULL
Pay in one lump sum by 30 August 2019.  
This is the cheapest way to pay your rates.

TWO INSTALMENTS
Pay over two instalments due  
Friday 30 August 2019 and  
Friday 8 November 2019.

FOUR INSTALMENTS
Pay over four instalments due  
Friday 30 August 2019,  
Friday 8 November 2019,  
Friday 10 January 2020 and  
Friday 13 March 2020.

DIRECT DEBIT ARRANGEMENT 
Payments can be made weekly  
or fortnightly. See your application  
form included with your rates notice  
for more information on how to register 
and pay your rates by direct debit.

NEW 
PAYMENT
METHOD

NEW 
PAYMENT
METHOD


