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25 March 2021 
(SP 2021-022) 

Cr Marija Vujcic Cr Rachel 
Pemberton 

Councillor Marija Vujcic, Councillor for the 
City of Fremantle (“the City”), committed 
one minor breach under the Local 
Government Act 1995 (WA) (“the Act”) and 
regulation 7 of the Local Government 
(Rules of Conduct) Regulations 2007 (WA) 
(“the Regulations”) when she publicly 
named the Complainant as one of the 
parties who gave permission for an event 
for homeless persons that led to the 
formation of “Tent City” in Pioneer Park 
(“the Minor Breach”). 

1.  Councillor Marija Vujcic, a councillor for 
the City of Fremantle publicly 
apologise, as specified in paragraph 2 
OR failing compliance with paragraph 2 
within the specified timeframe, then 
paragraph 3 shall apply. 

Public Apology 
2. On the ordinary council meeting of the 

City of Fremantle first occurring after 
the expiration of 28 days from the date 
of service of this Order on her, 
Councillor Vujvic shall: 
a. attend the relevant ordinary council 

meeting; 
b. ask the presiding person for his or 

her permission to address the 
meeting to make a public apology 
to the public; 

c. make the apology immediately after 
Public Question Time or during the 
Announcements part of the 
meeting, or at any other time when 
the meeting is open to the public, 
as the presiding person thinks fit; 
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and 
d. address the Council and public as 

follows, without saying any 
introductory words before the 
address, and without making any 
comments or statement after the 
address: 

“I advise this meeting that:  
i.  A complaint was made to the Local 

Government Standards Panel, in which 
it was alleged that I contravened the 
Local Government (Rules of Conduct) 
Regulations 2007 (WA) when I publicly 
named then Mayor Pettit and Councillor 
Pemberton as the parties who gave 
permission for an event for homeless 
persons that led to the formation of 
“Tent City” in Pioneer Park.  

ii. The Panel found that I breached 
regulation 7(1)(b) of the said 
Regulations as I did not have a 
reasonable basis for such assertion and 
the comment was made to detriment Dr 
Pettit and Cr Pemberton.  

iii. I accept that I should not have made 
such accusation in public prior to an 
investigation being undertaken.  

iv. I now apologise to Dr Pettit, Councillor 
Pemberton, my fellow Councillors, the 
City and the public.” 

3.  If Councillor Vujcic fails to, or is unable 
to, comply with the requirements of 
paragraph 2 above in the required time 
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frame THEN, within the next 28 days 
following the ordinary council meeting 
referred to in paragraph 2 above the 
Chief Executive Officer of the City of 
Fremantle shall arrange for the notice 
of public apology to be published:  
a.  on the Facebook Page of the City 

of Fremantle in no less than 10 
point font size; and  

b.  in an appropriate place on the 
website of the City of Fremantle in 
no less than 10 point font size; and  

c.  in the next occurring issue of any 
City of Fremantle public newsletter 
(if any) whether in electronic or 
print copy) in no less than 10 point 
font size.  

PUBLIC APOLOGY BY COUNCILLOR 
MARIJA VUJCIC 
A complaint was made to the Local 
Government Standards Panel, in which it 
was alleged that I contravened the Local 
Government (Rules of Conduct) 
Regulations 2007 (WA) when I publicly 
named the then Mayor, Dr Pettit, and 
Councillor Pemberton as the parties who 
gave permission for an event for homeless 
persons that led to the formation of “Tent 
City” in Pioneer Park. 
The Panel found that I breached regulation 
7(1)(b) of the said Regulations as I did not 
have a reasonable basis for such assertion 
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and the comment was made to detriment 
Dr Pettit and Cr Pemberton. 
I accept that I should not have made such 
accusation in public prior to an 
investigation being undertaken. 
I apologise to Dr Pettit, Councillor 
Pemberton, my fellow Councillors, the City 
and the public. 

 

 


