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Structure plan guidelines 
for the lots in Development Area 18  

south of McCabe Street, North Fremantle 
  
The City of Fremantle has prepared the following design guidelines in consultation 
with the North Fremantle Community Association - City of Fremantle Precinct 12 and 
the landowners of 130 Stirling Highway, North Fremantle.  
  
The majority of the outcomes contained within the document are the result of a 
community workshop hosted by the North Fremantle Community Association (NFCA) 
on the 24 February 2015. The McCabe Street Area, North Fremantle Traffic Study 
2015 has also informed the guidelines. 
 
The guidelines identify the design objectives and desired outcomes for the following: 

 Connectivity and traffic management 
 Built form 
 Heritage and character 
 Housing and land use diversity 

 Public realm 

 Community engagement 
 

Purpose 
The purpose of the guidelines is to provide guidance on different aspects of design 
of future structure plan(s) for the lots in Development Area 18 south of McCabe 
Street, North Fremantle as depicted on the map below. 
 

 
 
When drafting the structure plan the design objectives and desired outcomes of 
these guidelines should be considered and addressed. 
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Vision 
The following vision came out of a community visioning process for the area: 
To develop a responsive, vibrant, sustainable and well-integrated coastal urban 
community on the former Matilda Bay Brewery site that: 

 is welcoming, integrated, cohesive, interesting and lively; 
 is legible, permeable and well-connected, with strong linkages to the river and 

sea; 

 reflects and contributes positively to the area’s cultural heritage, character and 
sense of place; 

 celebrates diversity in form and function with a variety of built form, housing, 
land uses and demographics that will contribute to a more vibrant, prosperous 
and liveable neighbourhood; and 

 has an attractive, vibrant and ‘friendly’ public realm – with lots of trees, high 
amenity public open spaces, and people and cycle-friendly streets. 

 

Connectivity and traffic management 
The structure plan over the site requires an internal link road connecting McCabe 
Street/McCabe Place to Coventry Parade/Thompson Road as per schedule 11 of 
Local Planning Scheme No.4. 
 

Design objectives for connectivity and traffic management: 
 A high quality, well-integrated and safe movement network. 
 A permeable, legible and walkable neighbourhood with connections optimised 

across and around the site including to the river and the sea. 
 Pedestrians and cyclist movement prioritised over vehicular movements. 

 
Desired outcomes for connectivity and traffic management: 
 
Pedestrian and cycle linkages 

 Cycle connectivity and pedestrian linkages in the area should consider 
connections to the north-south and east-west axis’s, public open space, public 
transport and the river and the sea (beach). 

  
Thompson Road vehicular traffic management  

 If required, vehicular movement through the site should be one-way in a 
northern direction from Thompson Road to McCabe Street. 

 Limited access could be provided in a southern direction at McCabe Street to 
provide vehicular access into the site.  

 With further investigation, limited access could be provided in a southern 
direction to provide residents of the site an exit to Coventry Parade/ 
Thompson Road. 

 Through access from McCabe Street to Coventry Parade/Thompson Road 
would not be supported. 

 Traffic calming measures on this connecting road should be included to 
ensure the site is not used as a thoroughfare. 
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Built Form 
Height of new development in the area should be consistent with the heights as 
outlined in Local Planning Policy 3.11 McCabe Street Area North Fremantle height of 
new buildings including the discretionary criteria for any additional height. The 
desired built form for the site is a consideration of the structure plan. 
 
Design objective for built form: 

 Development that relates to the surrounds and contributes positively and 
celebrates the character of North Fremantle’s including the river, the ocean, 
and the position as a gateway to North Fremantle. 

 A built form that provides a sense of arrival into North Fremantle by framing 
and not distracting from the Port and Indian Ocean vistas. 

 
Desired built form outcomes. 
 
Future development of the site should be: 

 appropriately orientated and face the street; 

 ‘open’, assessable, permeable and inclusive with public access; 

 designed to enhance street activation and safety including active and passive 
surveillance to the street; 

 designed to be varied, articulated in height and responsive to the landscape 
with taller buildings positioned away from the site edges e.g. homogenous and 
‘blocky’ structures would not be supported;  

 interesting and comprise of architecture that reflects the history, industrial 
character and design language of North Fremantle e.g. limestone, red brick, 
timber, glass, steel, concrete and new materials showing modern design; and 

 sympathetic to key views of the Port and showcase the former Matilda Bay 
brewery building as a landmark building. 
 

Heritage and character 
The areas distinctive heritage buildings, landmarks, diversity of form, street layout, 
traditional siting, industrial/port history, landscape, natural features and location 
between the river and the sea all contribute to the character and feel of North 
Fremantle. An assessment of character in the area will have to be further explored 
and provided for in the structure plan. 
 
Design objective for heritage and character: 

 Development that recognises and enriches the significance of the landmark 
heritage facade fronting Stirling Highway and the history of site. 

 Design and development that maintain and enhances the character of North 
Fremantle and the McCabe Street area. 

 
Desired outcomes for character and heritage: 

 Facilitate retention of the value and status of the landmark heritage building 
fronting Stirling Highway. 

 Respect the form and scale of the Coventry Parade glass and steel façade as 
an iconic feature and encourage its incorporation into the redevelopment. 

 Appropriate reuse of the landmark heritage building fronting Stirling Highway 
to activate and enhance the heritage value of the place.  
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 New development should be sympathetic and responsive to the heritage 
building on site and reflect the existing coastal, residential, heritage and 
industrial urban character of the area. 

 Recognition of the former uses, landscape and stories of the site, including 
the Ford Motor Company and the Matilda Bay Brewing Company, should be 
provided through interpretation projects in building design and works the 
public realm. 

 Design of development on the site should consider the limestone landscape 
features and natural topography.  

 

Housing and Land Use Diversity 
Design objective for housing and land use diversity: 

 A place that is predominantly residential with a mix of supporting commercial 
uses to provide for activity and a place the community can come together and 
meet. 

 
Desired housing and land use diversity outcomes: 
The area should provide for: 

 a variety and mix of housing type, size and design to accommodate a broad 
range of demographics. 

 an appropriate mix of ground floor uses to give street level activity, enhance 
the cultural amenity of the area and provide a meeting place for people in the 
area. 

 
Public Realm 
The public realm would include the public open space and the street and footpath 
areas. 
 
Design objective for public realm: 

 “Friendly” and attractive public open spaces and streets that are safe and 
accessible and provide for a variety of active and passive uses. 

 
Desired public realm outcomes: 

 Developments should be oriented to face and overlook open spaces and the 
public realm.  

 The public open space on the site should consider its connection to other 
public open space in the area including the river and the sea. 

 The public open space should be connected to pedestrian and cycle access. 

 ‘Greening’ of the structure plan area should include consideration of the built 
form and landscape, reduction of the potential for a ‘heat sink’, promotion of 
passive irrigation including investigation of the feasibility of reusing grey water 
from future development on the site to irrigate landscaping in privately-owned 
parts of the development and/or public open space created through the 
structure plan, the use of traditionally planted native and exotic species, the 
creation of intimate landscaped spaces providing for visual permeability and 
the accommodation of activate landscapes inclusive of canopy trees. 
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Community engagement 
Community engagement at all stages of development is important to allow for 
opportunities for the community to respond to design proposals, to work together to 
resolve issues and to enable a more democratic and collaborative process.  
 
Design objective for community engagement: 

 A collaborative approach to community engagement is maintained throughout 
the structure plan and development application processes.  

 
Desired engagement outcomes: 

 All major stakeholders should have the opportunity to respond to the 
proposed structure plan and in an open engagement process.  

 Engagement activities could include community meetings (open or invitation 
only), facilitated design workshops, and/or site walk throughs.  

 


