
Films about Sustainability 
 

Ages 5+ 

Arctic Tale 

Rating: G 

Two narratives -- the life cycle of a mother walrus and her calf, and the life of 
a polar bear and her cubs -- are used to illustrate the harsh realities of 
existence in the Arctic. A playful and fun nature documentary. 

Release year: 2007 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0488508/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hHFyY0nS6Xc 
 
 

 

Bambi 

Rating: G 

The story of a young deer growing up in the forest.  

Release year: 1942 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0034492/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nLvX-erABqY 
 
 
 
 
 

Brother Bear 

Rating: G 

When a young Inuit hunter needlessly kills a bear, he is magically changed into 
a bear himself as punishment with a talkative cub being his only guide to 
changing back. 

Release year: 2003 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0328880/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B80VKbxZs6E 
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Laputa: Castle in the Sky 

Rating: G 

A young boy and a girl with a magic crystal must race against pirates and foreign 
agents in a search for a legendary floating castle.  

Release year: 1986 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0092067/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McM0_YHDm5A 
 
 
 
 
 

Earth 
Rating: G 

Feature-length version of the documentary TV series Planet Earth (2006), 
following the migration paths of four animal families.  

Release year: 2007 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0393597/ 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeacjOkLjZ0 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FernGully: The Last Rainforest 

Rating: G 

The magical inhabitants of a rainforest fight to save their home, which is 
threatened by logging and a polluting force of destruction called Hexxus. 

Release year: 1992 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0104254/ 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLolvr7dOV4 
  

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0092067/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=McM0_YHDm5A
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0795176/?ref_=
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0393597/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CeacjOkLjZ0
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0104254/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GLolvr7dOV4


Finding Nemo 

Rating: G 

After his son is captured in the Great Barrier Reef and taken to Sydney, a timid 
clownfish sets out on a journey to bring him home. 

Release year: 2003 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0266543/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZdpNglLbt8 
 
 
 
 
 

Happy Feet 

Rating: G 

Into the world of the Emperor Penguins, who find their soul mates through 
song, a penguin is born who cannot sing. But he can tap dance something fierce!  

Release year: 2006 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0366548/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aIBsnOyJB7Y 
 
 
 
 
 

The Lorax 

Rating: G 

A 12-year-old boy searches for the one thing that will enable him to win the 
affection of the girl of his dreams. To find it he must discover the story of the 
Lorax, the grumpy yet charming creature who fights to protect his world. Based 
on the novel of the same name by Dr. Seuss. 

Release year: 2012 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1482459/?ref_=nv_sr_5 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bHdzTUNw-4 
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Over the Hedge 

Rating: G 

A scheming raccoon fools a mismatched family of forest creatures into helping 
him repay a debt of food, by invading the new suburban sprawl that popped up 
while they were hibernating...and learns a lesson about family himself.  

Release year: 2006 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0327084/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BE77igZczlI 
 
 
 
 

Spirit: Stallion of the Cimarron 

Rating: G 

A wild stallion is captured by humans and slowly loses the will to resist training. 
Yet throughout his struggles for freedom, the stallion refuses to let go of the 
hope of one day returning home to his herd. 

Release year: 2002 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0166813/?ref_=nv_sr_4 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPJ4EQ2Eh9I 
 
 

 

WALL-E 

Rating: G 

In the distant future, a small waste-collecting robot inadvertently embarks on a 
space journey that will ultimately decide the fate of mankind.  

Release year: 2008 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0910970/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=alIq_wG9FNk 
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Ages 7+ 
 

Free Willy 

Rating: G 

When a boy learns that a beloved killer whale is to be killed by the aquarium 
owners, the boy risks everything to free the whale.  

Release year: 1993 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0106965/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch Trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N03Cy76Gxqs 
 
 
 
 
 

Hoot 

Rating: G 

A young man moves from Montana to Florida with his family, where he's 
compelled to engage in a fight to protect a population of endangered owls.  

Release year: 2006 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0453494/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HgT_xT587MY 
 
 
 
 
 

March of the Penguins 

Rating: G 

In the Antarctic, every March since the beginning of time, the quest begins to 
find the perfect mate and start a family. A nature documentary about the 
emperor penguins of Antarctica. 

Release year: 2005 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0428803/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L7tWNwhSocE 
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Oceans 

Rating: G 

An ecological drama/documentary, filmed throughout the globe. Part thriller, 
part meditation on the vanishing wonders of the sub-aquatic world. 

Release year: 2009 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0765128/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uXLbQrK6cXw 
 
 
 
 

 

Nausicaä of the Valley of the Wind 

Rating: PG 

Warrior/pacifist Princess Nausicaä desperately struggles to prevent two warring 
nations from destroying themselves and their dying planet. 

Release year: 1984 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0087544/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iJDaBGf8qSo 
 
 
 
 

Ages 12+ 

An Inconvenient Truth 

Rating: PG 

Filmmaker Davis Guggenheim follows Al Gore on the lecture circuit, as the 
former presidential candidate campaigns to raise public awareness of the 
dangers of global warming and calls for immediate action to curb its destructive 
effects on the environment. 

Release year: 2006 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0497116/?ref_=nv_sr_2 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bu6SE5TYrCM 
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Before the Flood 
Rating: PG 

A look at how climate change affects our environment and what society can do 
to prevent the demise of endangered species, ecosystems and native 
communities across the planet. 

Release year: 2016 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt5929776/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UGsRcxaSAI 

Watch online free: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wm3R6eZVUKM 
 
 
 

Cane Toads: The Conquest 

Rating: PG 

A documentary horror film about the environmental devastation left in the 
wake of the giant toads' unstoppable march across Australia. 

Release year: 2010 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1568924/ 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gYUHnf7Uy1k 
 
 
 
 
 

Chasing Ice 
Rating: PG-13 

Follow National Geographic photographer James Balog across the Arctic as he 
deploys time-lapse cameras designed for one purpose: to capture a multi-year 
record of the world's changing glaciers. 

Release year: 2012 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1579361/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eIZTMVNBjc4 
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Cowspiracy: The Sustainability Secret 

Rating: Unrated 

Follow the shocking, yet humorous, journey of an aspiring environmentalist, as 
he daringly seeks to find the real solution to the most pressing environmental 
issues and true path to sustainability. 

Release year: 2014 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3302820/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nV04zyfLyN4 
 
 
 

 

Crude 

Rating: Unrated 

The story of lawsuit by tens of thousands of Ecuadorans against Chevron over 
contamination of the Ecuadorean Amazon. 

Release year: 2009 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1326204/ 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4k6d6J0_mdU 
 

 
 
 
Elemental 

Rating: Unrated 

A documentary following three individuals across three different continents 
who are obsessed by nature and driven by a deep desire to change the status 
quo.  

Release year: 2012 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2089674/?ref_=ttpl_pl_tt 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-XFTZgIqmzo 
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 Food, Inc. 

Rating: PG 

A look inside America's corporate controlled food industry. 

Release year: 2008 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1286537/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eHJiNC_7wuw 
 

 
 
 

 
Home 

Rating: G 

With aerial footage from fifty-four countries, 'Home' is a depiction of how 
Earth's problems are all interlinked. 

Release year: 2009 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1014762/ 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RoLYZf-1E8o 

Watch online free: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jqxENMKaeCU&t=5s 
 

 

How to Let Go of the World and Love All the Things Climate 
Can't Change 

Rating: Unrated 

Documentarian Josh Fox travels the globe to meet with global climate 
change "warriors" who are committed to reversing the tide of global 
warming. Funny and tragic, inspiring and enlightening, the film examines the 
intricately woven forces that threaten the stability of the planet and the 
lives of its inhabitants. 

Release year: 2016 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt5246328/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cjfZFAAv19Q 
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RiverBlue 
Rating: Unrated 

RiverBlue chronicles an unprecedented around-the-world river adventure, 
led by renowned paddler and conservationist, Mark Angelo, who ends up 
uncovering and documenting the dark side of the global fashion industry. 

Release year: 2016 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt3286488/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=747kbvLHM0Y 
 
 
 
 
 

This Changes Everything 

Rating: PG-13 

A look at seven communities around the world with the proposition that we 
can seize the crisis of climate change to transform our failed economic 
system into something radically better. A documentary film based on the 
novel of the same name by Naomi Klein. 

Release year: 2015 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1870548/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YQhflH4alO0 
 
 
 

Tomorrow 

Rating: Unrated 

Climate is changing. Instead of showing all the worst that can happen, this 
documentary focuses on the people suggesting solutions and their actions. 

Release year: 2016 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt4449576/?ref_=nv_sr_2 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NUN0QxRB7e0 
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Trashed 

Rating: Unrated 

Jeremy Irons sets out to discover the extent and effects of the global waste 
problem, as he travels around the world to beautiful destinations tainted by 
pollution. This is a meticulous, brave investigative journey that takes Irons 
(and us) from scepticism to sorrow and from horror to hope. 

Release year: 2012 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2401099/ 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5z2s_klZkFg 
 
 

Ages 15+ 

Blackfish 

Rating: PG-13 

A documentary following the controversial captivity of killer whales, and its 
dangers for both humans and whales. 

Release year: 2013 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2545118/?ref_=fn_al_tt_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fLOeH-Oq_1Y 
 
 
 
 

The Cove 

Rating: M 

Using state-of-the-art equipment, a group of activists, led by renowned 
dolphin trainer Ric O'Barry, infiltrate a cove near Taijii, Japan to expose both 
a shocking instance of animal abuse and a serious threat to human health. 

Release year: 2009 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1313104/ 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4KRD8e20fBo 
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GasLand 

Rating: M 

An exploration of the fracking petroleum extraction industry and the serious 
environmental consequences involved. 

Release year: 2010 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1558250/?ref_=tt_rec_tt 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZe1AeH0Qz8 
 
 
 
 
 

If a Tree Falls: A Story of the Earth Liberation Front 

Rating: Unrated 

A rare, behind-the-curtain look at the Earth Liberation Front, the radical 
environmental group that the FBI calls America's 'number one domestic 
terrorist threat. 

Release year: 2011 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1787725/ 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_2B92Vyxm0 
 
 

Series 

Planet Earth 

Rating: G 

Emmy Award-winning, 11 episodes, 5 years in the making, the most 
expensive nature documentary series ever commissioned by the BBC, and 
the first to be filmed in high definition. 

Release year: 2006 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0795176/?ref_=nv_sr_2 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZR95iii14l8&t=51s 
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War on Waste 

Rating: Unrated 

Join Craig Reucassel in this three-part series, on a mission to see if we, as the 
Australian nation, can reduce our waste. 

Release year: 2017 

Read more: http://www.abc.net.au/ourfocus/waronwaste/ 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RApy6ifIA20 
 
 
 
 

Years of Living Dangerously 

Rating: PG 

From the damage wrought by Hurricane Sandy to the upheaval caused by 
drought in the Middle East, this ground-breaking documentary event series 
provides first-hand reports on those affected by, and seeking solutions to, 
climate change. 

Release year: 2014 

Read more: http://www.imdb.com/title/tt2963070/?ref_=nv_sr_1 

Watch trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=juXzfwvVHZQ 
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