
Sustainability Terms 

1. Arboreal: a species that lives in trees. For 
example, lemurs. 

2. Aboriginal: original to the land. In this case, 
referring to the original people of Australia. 

3. Adapt: to change oneself to be happy or 
successful in new conditions. 

4. Baleen: the brush-like fibers inside some 
whales mouths that act like a filter catching their 
food. 

 

5. Biodegradable: something that can be broken 
down by natural processes like bacteria and 
fungi. 

6. Biodiversity: an area with a large number of 
different species of plants and animals. 

7. Birak: the first summer. The Noongar season 
during December and January when they lived 
in the bush and lit small fires to encourage plant 
growth and catch animals. 

8. Boodjar: country. This Noongar word 
encompassed the culture, history, and land of 
the Noongar people. 

9. Bunuru: the second summer. The Noongar 
season during February and March. The 
Noongar would move out to the coast to catch 
marine animals. The bush fires would continue 
so that lush green plants would grow in the 
upcoming season. 

10. Carnivore: an animal that only eats meat. For 
example, lions. 

11. Climate change: a change in long-term 
weather patterns. In this case, referring to the 
new changes occurring in the world’s climate 

since the late 1900’s as a result of human 
production. 

12. Compost: decayed remnants of plant materials 
and animal manure; high in nutrients and 
makes a wonderful soil for plants to grow. 

13. Crepuscular: species that are primarily active 
in the early morning and evening; when the sun 
is not at its highest point. For example, 
kangaroos. 

14. Dam: a barrier constructed to contain the flow 
of water or to keep out the sea. 

15. Decomposers: species of animals, or fungus 
(like mushrooms), that breaks down dead 
organic material into small parts; eventually 
turning it into soil. 

16. Deforestation: the removal of trees from an 
area. 

 

17. Detritus: broken-down organic material that 
has been dead can be plant or animal.  

18. Diurnal: animals that are most active during the 
day. For example, emus. 

19. Djeran: the Noongar fall which is the months of 
April and May. It was a celebratory time when 
marriages were conducted throughout the 
community. 

20. Djilba: time of second rains for the Noongar 
which was the months of August and 
September. 

21. Dreamtime: the theme that brings together 
Aboriginal culture through the stories of the 
creation of the land and the people. 

22. Endangered species: an animal or plant that is 
in very low numbers and is in danger of 
disappearing. 



23. Environment: the physical area that surrounds 
us; this includes natural and man-made spaces. 

24. Erosion: displacement of natural solids - 
usually mud, sand, soil, and rock - by water or 
wind. 

 

25. Extinct species: an animal or plant species 
that no longer exists usually 

26. Fossil fuels: a type of energy that comes from 
plants and animals that died millions of years 
ago and became very compressed within the 
Earth and became fuel; oil, natural gas, and 
coal. 

27. Global warming: increase over time of the 
average temperature of Earth's atmosphere and 
oceans. 

28. Herbivore: a type of animal that only eats 
plants. For example, koalas. 

29. Indigenous: a species that is original to a 
certain location. In this case, referring to 
Indigenous Australians or plants that are native 
to Australia. 

30. Invasive species: a plant or animal that 
originated in one location but was brought 
someplace else. The species usually are bad 
for the other native plants and animals because 
they grow quickly and take up available 
nutrients. For example, cane toads. 

31. Kambarang: the Noongar wildflower season 
during the months of October and November. 

32. Landfill: a large area, usually a big hole, 
designed for waste and is where most 
household trash is left. 

 

33. Makuru: the wet season of the Noongar 
calendar during the months of June and July. 

34. Native species: a plant or animal that 
originated in a specific place. For example, 
banksias. 

35. Natural resources: a gift supplied by nature 
that humans use; water, air, plants, animals, 
etc. There only exists in a set quantity and will 
not come back once they disappear. 

36. Nocturnal: animals that only come out at night. 
For example, possums. 

37. Noongar: people that have lived in the south-
west of Australia for the last 45,000 years. 

38. Omnivore: a type of animal that eats both 
plants and animals. For example, humans. 

39. Organic: in this case, something completely 
natural coming from the earth. 

40. Pollution: unwanted substances contaminating 
an area; be it light, noise, chemical, etc. 

 

41. Predator: an animal that survives by eating 
other animals. 

42. Prey: an animal that is eaten by other animals 
(predators). 



43. Recycle: reusing something after it has been 
processed. For example, we recycle plastic 
bottles that are sent to a recycling plant where 
they are melted down to create something 
totally different. 

44. Renewable energy: energy that continues and 
is not used up. This energy does not produce 
greenhouse gases and does not negatively 
affect the environment. For example, solar, 
wind, hydro, tidal. 

 

45. Reservoir: a lake used to store water for 
community use. 

46. Smog: a type of pollution that is the 
combination of smoke and fog and looks like 
thick black/grey clouds that block out the sun. 

 

47. Sustainability: an action that allows for a 
process to continue for generations to come. In 
this case, we are referring to interacting with 
our environment sustainably to make sure that 
we do not further destroy or abuse it so that 
way it will continue to grow for thousands of 
years. 

48. Terrestrial: species that lives on land, on the 
ground. For example, quokkas. 

49. Threatened species: the umbrella of species 
that is or is likely to become endangered. This 

category includes vulnerable, endangered and 
critically endangered species. 

50. Vulnerable species: a species that is likely to 
become endangered in the near future if 
circumstances do not change. 

51. Waugal: Rainbow serpent. The Noongar word 
for the rainbow serpent that created the 
landscape of Australia and allowed life to 
develop. 

 

52. Walyalup: what the Noongar call Fremantle. 

53. Water treatment center: the process of 
cleaning water that has been, or will be, used 
by humans. 

54. Whadjuk: the group of Noongar that live in the 
area surrounding Fremantle and Perth. 
 


