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City of Fremantle Drainage Easement  
 

 
 
How to determine minimum footing depth along the boundary of an easement 
 

In which instances will the City agree to the removal of a drainage easement? 
The City will support the removal of a drainage easement once it is satisfied that the 
purpose for which the easement was created is no longer applicable. 

 
In situations where the City’s road drainage is connected upstream of the stormwater 
drainage system to which the easement applies, the City will reject all applications for 
the removal of the easement. 

 
Where the City’s road drainage does not connect upstream of the stormwater drainage 
system to which the easement applies, the City may support the removal of the 
easement provided the applicant carries out the following: 
1. Demonstrates that the stormwater drainage system upstream of and including the 

property in question is no longer in service. If still in service, the applicant shall 
discontinue all connections upstream including within the subject property to the said 
drainage system and direct all stormwater discharge into soakwells. 

2. Provides the City with a report of the geotechnical investigations carried out on all 
properties connected to the section of the stormwater drainage system that is being 
made redundant prior to commencement of earthworks. The report is required to 
determine if ground conditions are satisfactory for the containment of stormwater on-
site. 
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3. Removes the City’s redundant pipes and other stormwater drainage infrastructure 
from the site. Blocking off all connections to the exhumed infrastructure with 
concrete, backfill with materials free of deleterious material and compact to the 
City’s requirements. Once complete, arrangements must be made with City officer 
for an inspection of these works to be carried out. 

4. Processes the legal surrender of easement via the City’s solicitors. 
5. Pays for all costs associated with the above works. 

 
 
In certain cases, a Council drainage easement may have been placed over a portion of 
land where no drain currently exists. In these situations, once the City is satisfied that 
the easement is not required, the City will agree to its removal on the condition that the 
applicant processes the legal surrender of the easement via the City’s solicitors and 
pays for all costs associated with the surrender. 
 
Further information please contact Principal Engineer, Infrastructure Engineering on 
9432 9999. 
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