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PC2009 - 1 DEFERRED ITEM STIRLING HIGHWAY, NO. 140 (LOT 2), NORTH

FREMANTLE - DEMOLITION OF EXISTING BUILDINGS - (NB
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Introduction

Stewarts & Lloyds (fmr), located at 140 Stirling Highway, North Fremantle was constructed 1956/57 to designs
by architect Geoffrey Summerhayes. The property has stood almost unaltered on its current location and has
become a local landmark along this section of Stirling Highway. The double storey building is of steel frame
construction with reinforced concrete panels and a regular pattern of fenestration along both the north and
south elevations.

The following heritage assessment has been based on the guidance prepared by Department of Planning,
Lands and Heritage for the assessment of places for inclusion in Local Heritage Surveys.

The heritage assessment concludes that Stewarts & Lloyds (fmr), demonstrates a Category 2: Considerable
Significance and is of importance to the local area.
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Place Name

Stewarts & Lloyds (frr)

Place Number (InHerit)

N/A

Other Reference Numbers

Address

Lot 2 (140) Stirling Highway, North Fremantle

DP 26695

Location Description

Cnr McCabe Street, on the eastern side of Stirling Highway

Forms the northern boundary of North Fremantle with the north boundary of
the site having a visual relationship with Town of Mosman Park.

Other Names

Stewart and Lioyds Administration Offices
Tubemakers Australia

OnesSteel

Place Type

Group of buildings incorporating office building and warehouse

Primary Local Government

City of Fremantle

Titles and Survey

C/T 1257/643, Lot 2 Diagram 26695

GIS Coordinates

32.022527m8, 115.754016mE

Use

Original: Office and warehouse

Current: Gym, vacant office and warehouse

Construction Materials

Steel frame
Reinforced Concrete
Glass

Brick

Asbestos roof cladding (now replaced)

Architectural Style

[i]

HOCKING HERITAGE + ARCHITECTURE

Post War International

Defined by Apperley, Irving and Reynolds as “cubiform shapes clad with
curtain walls. Emphasis on large glass areas. Plain smooth wall areas with
areas of contrasting textures.
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Steel and reinforced concrete frame allowed height and to support glass
curtain walls.

Key practitioners included Reginald Summerhayes & Associates
Historic Themes Demographic Settlement and Mobility: Depression and Boom
Transport and Communications: Rail and light rail transport
Occupations: Manufacturing and Processing
People: Innovators
Values

Aesthetic | The place is representative of the Post War International architectural style
resulting in a distinctive cubiform shape with regular rhythm of fenestration
along its key elevations.

The place has been little altered and clearly demonstrates its original design
intent.

Due to its distinctive architectural form and its elevated position, the place
demonstrates local landmark values along this section of Stirling Highway.

Historic | The place has historic value for its association with the development of
industry in North Fremantle in the period following World War Two when local
manufacturing was widespread.

The location of the factory alongside the railway line demonstrates the
importance of this relationship to the success of the manufacturing industry
in accessing materials and distribution of finished goods.

The place has historic value for its association with prominent architect
Geoffrey Summerhayes, one of the early proponents of the principles of the
Bauhaus school in Western Australia.

The place is an excellent intact example of the principles of the Bauhaus
movement as practiced by Geoffrey Summerhayes and is associated with
the post war period of experimentation.

The place is closely associated with manufacturing firm Stewarts and Lioyds
established in Fremantle since early 20t century. The functions of this place
continued until the end of the 20t century under different company names.

Social | The place has social value for the management and staff of Stewarts and
Lloyds and the subsequent companies who worked at the premises from
1957 until the late 1990s manufacturing specialists products for Western
Australian industry.

The place has social value for North Fremantle as its presence since 1957
has confributed to the community sense of place through its dominant
presence in the townscape and as an employer for many local residents.

R arch

Statement of Significance | Stewarts & Lloyds (fmr), builtin 1956/57 in the Post War International style has
cultural heritage significance for the following reasons;
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e The place is a fine infact example of the Post War International
architectural style with its distinctive cubiform shape and regular
rhythm of fenestration along its key elevations;

¢ The place has historic value for its association with prominent
architect Geoffrey Summerhayes, one of the early proponents of
the principles of the Bauhaus school in Western Australia;

¢ The place is closely associated with steel tube manufacturing firm
Stewarts and Lloyds established in Fremantle since early 20th
century. The functions of this place continued unftil the end of the
20th century under different company names;

¢ Due toits distinctive architectural form and its elevated position,
the place demonstrates local landmark values along this section of
Stirling Highway; and,

¢ The place has historic value for its association with the
development of industry in North Fremantle in the period following
World War Two.

Documentary Evidence The buildings located at 140 Stirling Highway constructed c1957
demonstrate the growth of the manufacturing industry in Western Australia
in the post-World War |l period. The radically different style of this building
also demonstrates a prevailing mood in the community of breaking with
past traditions and embracing new techniques, materials and stylistic
influences.

North Fremantle had always been closely associated with industry from the
earliest days of colonial settlement. Its location alongside the river with
direct rail access to the port made it a logical site for industry. Workers lived
in nearby cottages often interspersed amongst the factories. The settlement
had its own sense of identity and was gazetted as a separate municipality
in 1895 before amalgamating with the City of Fremantle in 1961.

The Commonwealth Government owned large portions of land north of
North Fremantle as part of the defences established during World War | and
Il. Other large parcels of land in the vicinity were University of WA
endowment lands, which had limitations on development.

[i]

HOCKING HERITAGE + ARCHITECTURE
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Figure 1 Portion of Cancelfed Public Plan North Fremantle 18A cancelled 1970, Courtesy SROWA
cons_5698 item_0655.

An aerial photograph of North Fremantle in 1947 shows the subject site
between the developed areas of North Fremantle to the south and the
large tracts of undeveloped land to the north.

%1 Xl

Figure 2 Aerial photograph 1947. Courtesy Lanu"gate

From the early 20t century, Stewarts & Lloyds Pty Ltd had premises in Price
Street, South Fremantler where they manufactured steel pipes and wrought
iron. The company had administration offices in 959-961 Hay Sireet Perth
designed by architect Reginald Summerhayes in 1932.2

Stewarts & Lioyds were an Australian wide company with their origins in a UK
company of the same name. The company was a member of the
Tubemakers of Australia Limited group of companies, and manufactured
products such as steel pipes, boiler and stay tubes and water bore casing.

In 1905, Stewarts and Lloyds had an office in Perth, Queen Street Fremantle
and Kalgoorlie. By 1910 they had premises in Price Street Fremantle on the
corner of Beach Street (later Marine Terrace).a

1 The West Ausiralian, 24 May 1904, p. 5.

2 Wise's Post Office Directories, 1249. See SLWA image 095528PD stating Summerhayes designed the building for Stewarts and
Lloyd.
3 The West Australian, 24 May 1904, p. 5.
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In 1912, Stewarts and Lloyds (Australia) Pty Ltd. had an office at 886 Hay
Street Perth which operated by carrying stocks in the premises at Fremantle
and Kalgoorlie or various merchants which carried their stocks. The Sunday
Times 13 October 1912 stated ‘Messrs, Stewarts and Lloyds (Australia) Ltd.
are the sole contractors to the Western Australian Government for tubes and
fittings, and their manufactures are also very largely used by all the leading
mines and agriculturalists’.4

In 1932 a new building was erected for Stewarts and Lloyds (Australia) Ltd in
Hay Street Perth. The Architect was Reginald Summerhayes.

fgoai i

Figure 3 Stewarts and Lioyds, 1932, SLWA online image 095528PD

Reginald Summerhayes (1897-1965) worked in partnership with his father,
Edwin Summerhayes (1868-1944).) in his practice, E. Summerhayes and
Associates. Reg Summerhayes contfinued the practice following his father’s
death and was subsequently joined by his son, Geoffrey Summerhayes in
19583. The three generations of architects in the Summerhayes family
designed buildings for a wide range of functions and their many buildings
reflect the development of building styles in Western Australia across the
twentieth century.s

During World War Two, Stewarts and Lloyds undertook shell case
manufacturing as part of the war effort and in the post war period their
business needed larger premises to accommodate their expanding
manufacture. Stewarts and Lloyds like many businesses related to
construction and agriculture were subject to unprecedented demands
because of the economic growth and population boom in the 1950s.

4 The Sunday Times, 13 October 1912, p.é.

5 Taylor, Dr John J., Reginald Summerhayes (1897-1965), Western Australian Architect Biographies,
hitps//repository architecture com au/download/chapters/wa-chapter/wa-biographies/rsummerhayesforaig-wa-3 pdf
accessed June 2020.
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The land in North Fremantle would have been attractive for new
development with its access to the rail line for workers and for movement of
supplies and products. The site enabled the two sections of the company,
the factory and the administration offices, to be located at one site.

P STEEL PIPING

IS PROFITABLE 7or the Man on the Land!

Figure 4 Advertising for Stewarts and LLoyds, The Western Maif, 16 December 1954, p. 57.

In July 1956, plans were prepared for Stewarts & Lloyds for a proposed new
two storey office building in Stirling Highway North Fremantle for Stewarts &
Lloyds. The plans were prepared by Summerhayes & Associates. By 1957 the
new contemporary office building was constructed. A series of promotional
photographs were taken from October 1957 of the interior and exterior were
likely to have been promotional images for Stewarts and Lloyds, and for the
architects. Notation on the negatives held by the State Library of WA include
the description, Horner Building and Equipment, who may have been the
builder.

These photographs suggest that the building was a feature for the architects
and the occupiers to promote and celebrate. At this time there were few
buildings of this style in Western Australia.
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ds (frmr), 140 Stirling Highway, North Fremantle

lune 2020

State Library of Western Australia
Figure 5 Stewarts and Lloyds, 1957, SLWA online image 239,187PD

State Library of Western Austrakia
Figure 6 Stewarts and Lioyds, 1957, SLWA online image 239,195PD

HOCKING HERITAGE + ARCHITECTURE
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State Library of Western Australia

Figure 7 Stewarts and Lloyds, 1957, SLWA online image 239,191PD

State Library of Western Australia

Figure 8 Stewarts and Lloyds, 1957, SLWA online image 239,189PD

11
HOCKING HERITAGE + ARCHITECTURE
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State Library of Western Australia
Figure 9 Stewarts and Lloyds, 1957, SLWA online image 239,190PD

It is probable that the design of the building was the responsibility of
Geoffrey Summerhayes who had joined his father Reginald’s practice in
1953 after studying in Western Australia and Princeton, USA. One
commentator of Geoffrey Summerhayes work states,

his best known works from his varied practice are his ‘white
box’” houses and commercial buildings. ... Although they seem
like ‘white boxes’ at first impression, these buildings always
contain highly developed , even tense asymmetries in the
planning and spatial arrangements and great textural
richness such as the use of white-painted off-form concrete.
His work always has powerful public-private delineations and
a controlled openness to the sun, light and space of WA.®

The Stewarts and Lloyds administration offices is an early expression of this
stylistic quality. Summerhayes design style is likely to have been influenced
by his studies at Princeton USA in 1951 and 1952, which was a hub for
European academics and intellectuals in the post war period.

The dominant design ethic of these European émigrés was that of the
Bauhaus school, founded in 1919 by Walter Gropius in Germany. As
described by Michele Kolb, daughter of Otto Kolb one of the key figures in
the ‘New Bauhaus'.

The school believed in teaching a new way of seeing in which
the character of a building was perceived as the totality of its

6 Anderson, Simon ‘Geoffrey Summerhayes’, The Encyclopaedia of Ausiralian Architecture, ed Philip Goad and Julie Willis,
Cambridge University Press, 2012, p.667.
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parts. The key principle of the new architecture—"form
follows function”—combined architecture and engineering, its
principal mission a radical simplification that would provide
an architecture for the masses. The core principles are that
construction should be rational, functional, honest and simple
in form and should embrace emerging technology.”

Additional land comprising of Lot 312 was purchased by Stewarts & Lloyds
in 1962 and the factory units to the north were built shortly after. Aerial
photographs show that the factory units were not present in 1961.

A photograph of the building in 1965 shows the new factory building to the
rear and no change to the administration offices.

State Library of Western Australia
Figure 10 Stewarts and Lloyds, 1965 SLWA online image 227268PD

The City of Fremantle building files record that only relatively minor additions
or alterations have been undertaken to the administration building since its
original constfruction. In 1963, a new covered area was constructed, andin
1964 a new storeroom. s

Addifional plans were prepared in 1969 for further additions to the
warehouse for bays 4 and 5 and a concrete stip. Consfruction was
undertaken by Atlas Builders.

Proposed plans for additions to the office building were designed and
prepared by Summerhayes & Associates in February 1972 and were

7 Kolb, Michele ‘Princeton Bauhaus Modem’, Princeton Magazine http://www princetonmagazine . com/princeton-bauhaus-
maodern/ accessed June 2020.
8 City of Fremantle Building Files, provided by the City of Fremantle. Plans dated 1960-1972, held by the Curtin University Library

indicate a long association between Stewarts and Lloyds and Summerhayes. Messrs Stewarts & Lloyds (Distributors) Pty Ltd,
North Fremantle, 1960-1972, File ID CULOO132/4, Summerhayes Architecture Collection. Curtin Library
http//espace library curtin edu au/Rfunc=dbin-jump-fullklocal base=era0lsummerhayesiobject {d=244173

Page 12



Cityof Additional information - Planning Committee
Fremantle 2 September 2020

Stewarts & Lloyds (frmr), 140 Stiring Highway, Nerth Fremantle
Heritage Assessment 13 June 2020

approved by Fremantle Council in November 1972. The builder was D. J
Andrews.

As a commercial site during 2002 owners OneSteel sought advice regarding
rezoning for residential subdivision and development. Plans showing multiple
dwellings were designed and prepared by Hillman Architects were
submitted to the City. The City of Fremantle held a workshop, however these
plans were not officially lodged or approved.

The former administration building for Stewarts and Lloyds has subsequently
been used by a variety of tenants, separate to the factory space.

Landgate 1961

HOCKING HERITAGE + ARCHITECTURE
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Stewarts & Lloyds (frmr), 140 Stiring Highway, Nerth Fremantle
Heritage Assessment 13 June 2020

PrTre
Landgate

Landgate 1965

HOCKING HERITAGE + ARCHITECTURE
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y Fremantle

N
T

Landgate 2020

Inte grity/authenticity Integrity: Moderate

Whilst much of the space in the office building is now vacant, it has been
used as offices untilrecent times and as a dance studio. The uses infroduced
stud partitioning which can be removed and the original office use is
capdable of being reinstated.

Avuthenticity: High

The asbestos roof has been replaced but the maijority of the fabric is original.
Where repairs have been undertaken the introduction of new materials has
not diminished the aesthetics of the building.

Physical Description Stewarts & Lloyds (fmr) is located on the eastern side of the main road in an
elevated position that emphasises its presence in the streetscene. The
building is further setback from the pavement behind a small area of lawn
with a large pine tree. The retaining wall is of concrete construction with
original steel low fence enclosing the garden. The return frontage of the
building extends along McCabe Street with the retaining wall and steel
fencing continuing along this boundary line. Concrete steps with steel
tubular handrails are positioned approximately mid-way along the McCabe
Street boundary.

The 140 Stiring Highway site also contains a large warehouse to the
immediate north of the office building, connected to the office building at
ground level by a brick wall which has now been painted. The warehouse
building presents in three gabled bays with brick construction to the lower
2/3 of the elevation and klip-lok metal cladding to the upper third. The metal
cladroofs contain dormer style skylights to the southern planes of each roof.

HOCKING HERITAGE + ARCHITECTURE
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The warehouse was constructed a couple of years later than the office
building with aerial photographs from 1961 showing two roofs to the
warehouse and a third having been added by the 1970s.

A third smaller building which can be seen on the McCabe Street frontage
completes the main phase of development on the site. This small building
demonstrates similarities to the office building in ferms of functional design,
brick colour and window style. This building contained the staff changing
rooms and eating areas.

Office Building

Stewarts & Lloyds (fmr) is a long rectangular building that demonstrates
rhythm and symmetry to its main elevations. The functional building is
divided into bays with the majority of the office accommodation on the
upper level with ancillary uses to the lower level. Parking was also
incorporated at ground level with the office section above. When the place
was originally constructed there were only four bays to the east of the main
entrance, by 1974 this had been increased to eight bays. The additional four
bays have been consfructed in the same form as the original utilising the
same palette of materials.

From Stirling Highway, the building presents with a somewhat blank
elevation. A smooth concrete wall with no openings dominates the upper
section of the elevation. the presence of the upper section is further
emphasised by the fact it hangs over the ground floor, supported on steel
framing. The ground floor fagade is predominantly blank rendered elevation
enlivened only by non-criginal fimber framed French doors and a row of
highlight windows. Originally the ground floor section was of a pale liver
coloured brick construction which has subsequently been rendered and
painted.

The north and south elevations present with a certain amount of symmetry
to each other though are not identical. The south elevation is the principal
elevation, containing the prominent double height glazed entry element.
The windows fo the enftry statement are aluminium framed, predominantly
square in shape except for the top row which are rectangular in shape. The
windows that are operable are discernible externally by their wider frame.
Glazed narrow returns extend the full height of the feature. The glazed wall
allows for a high degree of visual penetration into the interior of the building
and allows the internal statement staircase to almost form part of its external
aesthetics.

The remainder of the south elevation presents with two main characteristics:
continuous windows to the upper section together with textured cement
panels and a recessed lower section which is mainly plain brick wall. This
presentation and rhythm of openings is also mirrored on the north wall. The
original presentation of the building was a palette of muted tones including
pale liver brick, brownish hues to the textured panels and white/cream end
walls. Whilst elements of this colour palette have been retained, more
recent users have intfroduced bright colours to the brick walls, the retaining
walls and some of the textured panels have been obscured with signage.
These are all easily reversible changes and the original palette could be
reinfroduced.

The north elevation presents more in its original form with the original colour
of the brickwork having been retained and due its lack of public visibility
there is no sighage along this elevation. Two staircases provide external
access to the upper level of the building, each with open freads and tubular
steel handrails. The infroduction of the doors at the upper level interrupts the
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